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The SEVENTH VOLUME of the ‘ DISPATCHES, containing 
“ Masscna’s Rets-eat ; the Affair at Sabugakg the Battles of Fuentes 
de Ofioro and Albuera,” is in preparation, and will be published 
withput delfty.' , 

Vols.JL, II., HI., IV., V. afcd VI. are ready. 
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The GENERAL ORDERS of FiJd Marshal the Duke of 
^Wellington, K.G., in Portugal, Spain, and France. Seconjj 
Edition. 8vo. 15l i 

«. 

“ We must nottflose our comments without thanking Colonel Gunvood for 
the real service he has done the Army, and congratulating him on his name 
going down to posterity with so\isei’ul a compilation.”— United S. Journal, Nov . 
1832. 

2 . 

Some OBSERVATIONS on the GENERAL ORDERS of 
Field Marshal the Duke of Wellington. .Svo. 2.s. 

“To those who possess the important volume of which it ireats, this admi- 
rable essay will he founds useful and interesting commentary. . . . It is, in fact, 
a pamphlet which no subaltern should tye without.”— United, Service Gazette, 
. March 8,/HU. 

“As a commentary on the Duke of Wellington’s Orders, this little brochure 
is invaluable."— Nava/ and Military Gazette, March 22, 1834. . Jt 

“ This brochure takes a lively review of the spirit of those admirable and 
original orders of the'great Duke issued to the British army during the cam¬ 
paigns in Portugal, Spain, and France, and latek’ compiled and condensed into 
a compendious form, for die information of the old, and the instruction of the 
young, soldier. 

“ The indj djfei *. writer of these ‘ Obset .<r‘.ions’ ki,s managed ( to~illustrate 
and enliven lA ’/eject with practical derails, and instances in point, the fidelity 
of which will be recognised by his ojd fellow,-campaigners ; while, for the ua- 
practisedj'iffioer and general reader, they offer the attraction of novelty and the 
opportunity of study."— United S. Journal, Ap i/., 1U34. t '* 
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FIELD MARSHAL THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON, 
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1810 . 


Lieut. Gbteral Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. Q. Berkeley. 

‘ My wear Sir, « ‘ Viseu, 1st April, 1810. 

‘ I am very much obliged to you for your letter of the 25th 
March. 

‘ Th* alteration of the arrangement*for the command at' 
Cadiz, and the orders given by Government to send* to Lisbon* 
all the transports, which in my opinion they might as well 
have left’to us, render it impossible to draw any part of the 
corps from thence, whatever may be our necessities. 

‘ \ do not find that the Government have sent any hospital 
ships, notwithstanding my fequc&t; and I shall ttefffore bty 
much obliged to you if you will allow the fitting up of the 
number you mention (six) to be continued. 

‘ I have got yet heard from,Colonel Fletcher about the .. - 
graph, since he spoke to you. I am much obliged to ^ou for" 
the plan for*the Portuguese troops. It will Jje Tgery useful td 
them.’ 

‘ ^Believe tjje, &c. 

* Vice Udmilal ‘ TJTelun^toj*. 

the Hon. 'G. Berkeley.’ 

VOL. VI. 



2 PORTUGAL. 1810. 

f 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
Cox, General of ^Imeida. 

‘ My de\r V>ir, * Viseu, 1 st April, 1810. 

‘ I request you to pay Seiior Echevarria all the expenses 
which he lias incurred for the encouragement of desertion 
from the French army, and for the support of deserters, and 
to tell him that I request him to encourage desertion by the 
following*measures. Let him send trusty persons to assure 
soldiers in the French army, induced to desert, that they shall 
be received here anil, treated in every respe&t as British sol¬ 
diers; that their ayns and horses^if they should bring them, 
shall be bought from them and paid for ; that the)* shall have 
their option of/cnlisti’ng into the British iJrvice or not; that 
if they^ choose to enlist, they shalK’ecetW a bounty and shall* 
have the choice of enlisting into any of the Fpreign corps with 
this army, or in England; and that if they do not choose to 
enlist, measures shall be taken to .send them out of the Penin¬ 
sula, and to faVilitale their return to their own country. 

1 I request that all deserters may be sent to the head quar¬ 
ters of the army, and all expenses incurred on /.heir account 
shall be paid. « 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brig. General Cox.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Visqtunt Willing tin, K.B., to C. Stuart, E sq.* 

My deaji Sir, ‘ Viseu, 1st April, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 28|h of March. 

‘ In respect to the Patriarch’s proposal to divide the king 
dom into districts, it is my opinion that.the kingdom is already 
divided in a very convenient manner ; the magistrates are fully 
sufficie nt ^ or the perforrfiAncf of the duty required of tftem; 
'the laws and regulations are excellent; and all that is required 
ris to put the whole in motion, and to carry Jhe laws into exe¬ 
cution. 

. ‘ I can havg no objection to £ive Beresford an^ power; on 
{he contrary the greater the power he has, *the better it will be 
for the publifc sendee: bpt for his own sake, I should* tkink it 
bgtlcr to leave the execution of the laws in the hands of the 
ordinary magistrates. ^e#le it however in any *vav yoq think 
best. ' 
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£ I agree with you respecting tin? existing disposition of 
the inhabitants *f Lisbon. In fadt, all they wish foi*is to be 
saved from the French: they were riotous last winter, because 
they imagined, and with some reason, that we intended to 
abandon them; and they became quiet as soon as they found 
that a^ different system was adopted, and about to be acted 
upon. 

‘ These facts would however lead to a*conclusion .that they 
would become riotous if they saw the gunny on tln» left of the 
Tagus, and hea*d of him at no great distance on the right of 
that river, knowing that we had made all our arrangements to 
embatfv. fflic riots and insurrections of file town of Lisbon 
can never do us aify good ; and I am therefore anxious that 
the system which I\had pijpposed to you should be organised. 

‘ I have desired that you may hav* half the money come 
from England. f fhe arrangement inatle by Government for 
the command of Cadiz will totally ruin us in the «way of 
money. . ' 

‘ Has Word Wellesley written to you res peering preparation s 
to be made l^y the Government for embarking? 

‘ I shall send off the messenger with the letters for England 
to-morrow evening, and he will be at Lisbon in the evening or ■ 
early in the night 1 of Wednesday. I enclose a letter from 
Colonel-. 

Believe me, &c. 

• C. Stuart, Esq: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut, General Viscotint Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My dear Hill, . . ‘ Viseu, 1st April, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 26th Marfh. We have 
not ^nore cavalry than is required fo*j the service of the Brit¬ 
ish army, and I cannot ad low it to be employed-'Separately 
from the other tijoops. 

{ Believe me, &c.. 

* Lieut. GenhrakHilV * Wellington. 

Limit. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to £ ieut t General Ihll. 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Viseu, 2nd April, 1810. 

• I»recf ived last,night ";our lettw ft* the 30th Marah. ^ "The * 
enemy’s uetadiment which had m»ved through the Buevto de 
Bhhos “has retired again into Castille; and b am convinced 
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that the only object of its movement into Estremadura was to 
oblige General Carrera to withdraw-from Coria, which he did. 

‘ I catfho& understand what advantage the French can derive 
from the possession of Alcantara, the bridge over the Tagus 
being irreparably destroyed. It is the worst ferry on the river; 
I do riot believe a gun could get to the boat on either side, 
which boat is very snydl, and could not contain two horses. 

* The feports which yoi^ have on the Portuguese frontier 
south of tlfc Tagus, wffl show you that the bridge of Alcan¬ 
tara being destroyed the enemy could not pitch upon a more 
inconvenient place than that fronyivhence to make their move¬ 
ments; and it is the worst position that they could take for any 
other purpose :,ia sm.-ill corps could not retr,eat from it. 

‘ My t opinion is that they have taker! their position at Ca- ' 
ceres because they could get no provisions at.Truxillo, and be¬ 
cause they found they could do so without inconvenience 
and in safety, as the Marquis de.la Romana had detached a 
part of his corfts to the Sierra Moreiia. 

‘ My opinion therefore is that the position of the enemy at 
Caceres has nothing to say to yours or to the Portuguese 
frontier. It is possible, however, as the Marquis de la Romana 
says, that the position of the enemy at Caceres may annoy 
the town of Badajoz, in the safety of which we arc much inte¬ 
rested, and the position of the corps under his command. 

‘ If you should find'-this t<Si be really the case, I have to ob¬ 
jection to ,your showing yourself beyond the Sierra, if you 
should be of opinion that your doing so will be of aiiy advan¬ 
tage to them, and will not be inconvenient to your owti troops. 

‘ You see .what the opinion of people in England is of 
affairs here. My instructions so far concur with the general 
sentime»t,.as to forbid aiiy ri k, or any unnecessary loss; and 
you will attend to that in any movement which you may make. 

‘ In respect to the relief of Colonel Wilsori, General Beres- 
ford found it necessary to bring the Lusitanian legion, of which 
Colonel Wilsojj is the commanding officer, out *of the moun¬ 
tains, With a view to» their discipline; and tlrtjy are replaced by 
another regiment; 1 and Colonel Le Cor nqw commands*!!? that 
part. You will find him equally active and intelligent with 
Colonel \Vilson ; but yoUHfttist writefto him«in Frentfi. Com¬ 
municate with lum as soon its you can.' 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• i. ' 

‘ lit ut. General Hill. WE llington 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Sari of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My dear Lord, ‘ Viseu, 2r! A^iril, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 13th March, and I am 
much obliged to you for the consideration you have given to 
our situation in this country, and your discussion of the 
subject. • « 

‘ The great disadvantage under,which I labor ijf, that Sir 
John Moore, who was here before nit, gave an djrinion that 
this country could not be defended by the army under his 
command': and, although itys obvious thqj the country was 
in a very tliffcreu| situation at that time from what it is at 
present, that I am in a very different situation from that in 
which he found him'sTlif; £nd that, moreover, it can be proved, 
from the niurches«and operations of the army undcr«Sir John 
Moore, and his dispatches, that little was known of Portugal 
at that time; yet persons, w.ho ought to be acquainted with 
these fac^ entertain a prejudice against the adoption of any 
plans for opposing the enemy, of which Portugal is to be the 
theatre, or it? means the instrument, and will not even con¬ 
sider them. • 

W I have as much respect as any man can have for the opi¬ 
nion and judgment of Sir John Moore; and I should mistrust 
my own, if opposed to his, in a case which he had had an 
opportunity of knowing anil considering. But he positively 
knew nothing of Portugal, and dbuld know nothing of its* 
existing state. Besides this prejudice, founded on Sir John 
Moore’s‘opinion, there is another very general prejudice 
against any military operation in the Peninsula. • 

‘ jdy opinion is, that as long as we shall regain in a state of 
activity in Portugal, the contest rnustfcontinue in Spain; that 
the French are most desirous that we should withdraw from 
the country, but know that they must employ a very large 
force indeed in the opcrations^which will render it necessary for 
us to go away* and I doubt whether they can bring that force 
to bear upgn Portugal without abandoning other objects, and 
expo&ng their whole fabric in Spain to great risk. If they 
should he able to invade-it, ifrid should,not succeed in obliging 
us to ^ vac late the* countfy, they ttill be in a very dangerous 
situation ; an^the longer we can depose them^and defay their 
stftcessj the more likely are the/ to suffer materially Jn Spain. 
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* AU^the preparations fcr embarking and carrying away the 
army, and every thing belonging tdf it, are already maiie; and 
my intentioii is to embark it,' as soon as I find that a military 
necessity exists for so doing. I shall delay the embarkation as 
long as it is in my power, and shall do every thing in my 
power to avert the necessity of embarking at all. 

1 If the “enemy should invade this country with a force less 
than that which I should think so superior to ours as to create 
the necessity for embarking, I shall fight, a battle to save the 
country, for which I have made the preparations; and if the 
result should not ke successful, iff which I have n« doubt, I 
shall still be able to retire and embark the Army. 

‘ In short, tHe whtile of my conduct si yd l be guided by a 
fair and cool view of the circumstances of our situation at the 
moment,“’and a reference to your Lordship’s instructions of 
the 27‘.h February, (A.) 

* I had considered that a doubt might exist of the policy of 
bringing matters to extremities in this country, a id I had 
brought that subject under the view of the King’s Govern¬ 
ment in my dispatches of the 31st January and 9th February, 
to which your Lordship’s answer of 27th February is clear 
and distinct; and I understand from that, letter, that if th'ere 
exists a military necessity for it, I am to evacuate the country; 
and if there does not exist a military necessity for it, I am not 

to evacuate the country : in which last understanding' is in- 
* v _ ° 
'‘eluded of'course the other understanding, that I am not to be 

frightened away by a force which 1 shall not consider to be 

superior to that which I shall have under my command. 

‘ Your Lordship will observe that, in this plan, there is no 
intention or dcgjrc to attempt a desperate resistance. Am I 
right in-understanding tfiS.t Fain not to quit tftl country, unless 
pressed by a force which 1 shall consider superior to that which 
I shall have to oppose to the enemy P If I am right, I may be 
obliged to bring matters to extremities; and I shajl now show 
you, that whatever may be the nature of our operations, or the 
mode or period at; Ivhich we shall evacuate Portugal, I have 
not mistaken the place of'tembarkation. ' 

“‘UpQn reference to-the enclosures' in my dispatch of 14th 
Noi v emJ>er, yoqr Lordslfp*will find a discussion bn 'he relative 
advantage and disadvantage of embarking the army at dif¬ 
ferent places ill Portugal, in aletter to Admiral Berkeley: and 
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you will see that it is distinctly stated that the contest for 
Jjisbdli and thJ Tagus cyinot be brought to extremities, with¬ 
out giving up all thoughts of embarking at Peni£he* I might 
have said that, connected with an embarkation at Pesicbe, it 
cannot be brought to extremities a‘t all with any Advantage, as 
it is obvious that the battle would be fought after Lisbon, and 
the Tagus would be lost—the heart of the country, that alone 
which is an object to either party^ the only point by which we 
could communicate with England as an army, or the Portu¬ 
guese with th<f Brazils as a nation. • 

‘ If I am to bring the question of evacuation to extremities 
at all, it^s therefore obvious that I must’preserve the commu¬ 
nication with Lisbon, and must give yp all thoughts of em¬ 
barking at PenifclTt. But I think I am not wrong in my 
choice of St. Julian, even though 1 ought not to bVing mat¬ 
ters to extremities. The GovernmeiTt may determine that not 
bringing matters to extrejnities, I shall embark at* an early 
periotk or that 1 shall stay as long as I can, going at last, when 
the enemy shall move into the country wit'll a force which I 
shall thin^so superior to that under my command as to oblige 
me to evacuate. 

• ‘ In the first case there is no question ; all places arc alike, 
St. Julian is as good as Peniche anti Oporto, the Mondego and 
Setuval as good as either. * In the second case I must observe, 
tiiaWvour Lordship is misinformed of the nature of the posi¬ 
tion of St. Julian; and I think* you have received your in¬ 
formation upon thy relative strength of these places, and their* 
relative advantage as places of embarkation, from some of 
those persons who have never considered the subject, and pro¬ 
bably have never even looked at either place. 

‘ If the we’sther should prevant’tiie arm)'* from embarking at 
St. Julian, the troops will be in a position from whence no¬ 
thing could force them. They could withdraw from it “the 
rear guard to the last man, being protected by the works which 
have been ’constructed, wfiich are of * a strength not to be 
taken, except by a regular attack. 

* St. Julian, however, is not so strong*as Peniche; but the 
difference in the relative strength of these positions is not suf¬ 
ficient jo compensate ffcr other disadvantages in adapting Pe¬ 
niche as a jjflace of embarkation* * » * 

’ * In the,first place; whether matters are to be brought to 
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or not, we must have our stores and our hospital 
at Lisbon, and all our comfnuiiication with Lisbon to the last 
moment. Pewiche has neither the means of giving cover to what 
we have, nor of providing transports for their removal to the 
army when wanted.; nor art the communications with Peniche 
sufficiently good to answer the purposes of the constant supply 
of the army. If we sould find cover for all that we have at 
Peniche, the removal df our stores from Lisbon to that place 
would soon discover our object, the effect of which discovery 
, would be felt in the conduct of friends as well ".s of enemies. 

1 Secondly; if Peniche is to be used as the place of em¬ 
barkation for the Whole army at 4hc last moment,-it must 
immediately be stored with provisions to provide for the con¬ 
tingency of the weather not suffering the, army to quit the 
place, which is, I assure-' you, at least as probable at Peniche 
as it is in the Tagus. 

‘ Thirdly; adverting to the necessity of keeping a corps 
upon the Tagus during all our operations, we might expe¬ 
rience some inconvenience in forming a junction vi'tli that 
corps, Peniche being the place of embarkation, owvjg to local 
circumstances, of which the discussion would he too long at 
the end of this long letter. 

‘ Fourthly; when we do go, I feel a little ‘anxiety to go, like 
gentlemen, out of the hall door, particularly after the prepara¬ 
tions which I have made to enable us to do so, and not out df 
the back door, or by the area. 

‘ I am witling to be responsible for the evacuation of Por¬ 
tugal, under your Lordship’s instructions of‘the 27th February. 
Depend upon it, whatever people may tell you, I am not so 
desirous as they' imagine of fighting desperate battles; if I 
was, I might fight one any,day I please. But l^have kept tile 
army for six months in two positions, notwithstanding their 
owti desire, and that of the allies, that I should take advantage 
.of many opportunities which the enemy apparently offered of 
striking a blow against.them; in some of jvhich the single ope¬ 
ration would certainly have been successful. Bpt I have looked 
to the great resujt of our maintaining our position on tlfe Peidn- 
sula; and have not allowed'myself ) to be diverted from it by 
the Wishes'tff the allies, and probably of^some of our own arrrjy, 
that I ,feho^ld interfere more actively in some partial aratirs; or 
by the opinion of others, that jye ought to quit the country, 
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prematurely; and I have not harasSfed my troops by allies 
and counter-marches, in conformity to the enemy’s movements. 
1 believe that the world in the Peninsula begin t* believe that 
1 am right. 

‘ I am convinced that, if the Spaniardf had followed my 
advice, Spain would now have been out of danger, and that 
the conduct which I have pursued has given us at this moment 
an efficient army, which is the only ho jib of the Peninsula. I 
am perfectly aware of the risks which. 1 incur personally, what¬ 
ever may be the result of the operations in Portugal. All I, 
beg is, that if I am to be responsible, I may be left to the 
exercise «f my own judgment; and I »tsk for the-fair con¬ 
fidence of Government upon the measures which I am to 
adopt. 

‘ If Government take the opinions of others upon.the situ¬ 
ation of affairs There, and entertain doubts upon the measures 
which I propose to adopt, then let them give me their instruc¬ 
tions i* detail, and 1 will carry them strictly into execution. I 
may venture, however, to assure you, that, with the exception 
of Marsh ifkBeresford, who I believe concurs entirely in all my 
opinions respecting the state of the contest, and the measures 
to be adopted here, there is no man in the army who has taken 
half the pains upbn the subject that 1 have. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

•*ThqEarl of Liverpool: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vicf Admiral 
*the Hon. G. Berkeley, K.B. 

• My dear Sir, . ‘ Viseu, 3rd April, 1810. 

‘ I am much indebted to }’ou for the letter of the 31st. 
I shall be veijj much obliged tp yqp if you will send home a 
transport or transports with the 300 German«deserters now at 
Lisbon ; but as I expect many more, I shall be obliged to you 
if you will send them to England, from time to time, in pro¬ 
portion ds they shall arrived Lisbon. If they should at any 
time amount to such numbers as that it^wouM be inconvenient 
to«h« ships of war .to receive them, I wili then request you to 
send home a transport witlj them. 

‘.I sljpall.be very glaf? to see thj chcvaux de fritte. Tout 
nephew'is here, and dines with we this days 

1 f have®good accounts fr*m General Mqjfray, of the 10th 
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instant, of our Oporto claims, and it appears to me that all is 
going on as we could wish.' I enclose an extract of his letter 
to* me of'thS 10th, from which you will see that, although 
against his opinion and contrary to his wishes, he makes no 
opposition to the otaim of the ships employed in the blockade 
of the Dotiro, which ftf course includes yours. 1 conclude, 
that the property beifig once condemned as prize, or for sal¬ 
vage, there can be no dispute between us about it. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Vice Admiral ‘ Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. Colonel Fletcher, 
Commanding Royal Engineer. 

1 My dear. Sir, ‘ Viseu, 3rd April, 1810. 

‘ The intention of Government in sending out the officers 
of Engineers lately arrived, is to enable us to give some 
security to Setuval, Palmela, and principally to Peniche. The 
object in respect to the two first, is to be able toehold them 
some time as places of refuge for the inhabitants of the country, 
who might wish, or to whom it iright be desirable to evacuate 
the country. The object in occupying apd improving tl:~ 
last mentioned place, is the same; but I think it not impos¬ 
sible that Government may be disposed to go a step farther 
in respect to Peniche, and to make an arrangement for occu¬ 
pying it permanently. 

1 In respect to Peniche, it appears to. me that the works 
which it would be desirable to execute there, are : 

4 First. Something in the way of a counterscarp to cover 
the existing line wall. 

4 Secondly. To build up the breach in the existing wall. 

‘ Thirdly. I'o make the parapets of a proper height 
throughout, to fill up the rampart in the bastions, and to make 
a good rampart communication from each. o 

i Fourthly. r ljo secure effectually the breach on the left of 
the line either by a stockade or the completion of the wall. 

4 Fifthly. The construction of a redoubt upon the"High 
ground ip the rear of the left of the line, which, by crossing 
its fire with the citadel on die right, iTould prevent tl*,s storm 
of the line, even though it should be breached. \ (i 
. .* If Government should determine to do any thing perma- 
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nent at Peniche, these measure^ will have been a'commence- 
•ment’of them* and I request you to employ one or Djore of 
the officers under your command upon them, Without loss of 
time. *' 

• If it should occur to you that any thing else ought to be 
done at either of these places, in the view which I have taken 
of them, of course I expect to receive £-om you qny suggestion 
that you may think will be useful. 

‘ Believe me, &e. 

‘ • Lieut. Colonel Fletcher‘ Wellington. 

Lieut*General»Viscount Wellington, K.B *to Brigadier General 
11. Craufurd. 

‘ Mv dear General, * ‘ Viseu, 4tli April, 1810. 

‘ I received Jast night your letter of the 1st, wlijcfi ought to 
have reached me on the evening of flie 2nd. 

‘ The enemy’s corps south of the Tagus have occupied 
Caceres, and extended themselves along the Salor in front of 
Hill’s £ "'rps. I suspect that they have occupied this position 
only because Caceres is the part of Estremadura which has 
been least exhausted since* the last harvest, and that they 
•can find subsistence there; and they are in tolerable security, 
as it is not easy to attack them. It must be observed, how¬ 
ever, that this is the position which they would take with the 
corps in Estremadura, if they intended to undertake any ope¬ 
ration on this side, and were desirous of preventing us f>*)m 
availing ourselves^of the assistance of Hill’s corps. However, 
I believe that they have very little communication between 
one of their eorjA and the others, less intelligence of our 
Strength and situation, and no combination. 

‘ The AiMrian marriage is aftrrible event, and must pre¬ 
vent any great movement on the continent for the present. 
Still, I do not despair of seeing at some time or other a check 
to the Bonaparte system, llecent transactions in Holland 
show that’it. is all liollow within, and that it is so inconsistent 
with the wishes, the interests, and evemthe existeijci#of civilized 
society, that he cannot trust evqp his brothers to carry it into 
executign. 

“ I:l tlit; Spaniards” had acted'with common prudence, we 
should in a very differenf situation in the P&iin^ula, but 
I fear there are now no hoj&s. The Government are'terribly 
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weak, and I think it probable will be beaten upon the Wal- 
cheren question. It is impossible to §gy what will be the con¬ 
sequence. 4 I (think the King may be able to form a Govern¬ 
ment without Having recourse to Lord • Grenville j but there 
will be no strength in that Government, and the members will 
have no satisfaction in conducting public affairs. 

‘ As General Cox sends information to the Portuguese 
Government, as well as r to me, I beg you to send him Ruman’s 
letters, and any others that may go through your hands 
qddressed to him or to me. I write to him not to delay the 
departure of the dragoon with your communication. 

‘ Believe'me, &c. .. 

‘ Brig. Gen. It. Craufurd .’ ‘ Wellington. 

*. «•- 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
B. Craufurd. ’ 

‘ My dear General, ‘ Visou, 5th April, 1810. 

‘ I informed you yesterday of the'position the French had 
taken up on the Salor ; I have now to inform you that they 
quitted it again on the 31st. These people are i'- 0 motion 
perpetually 1 They marched towards Merida, probably be¬ 
cause the Marquis de la Itomana 'had taken the position in 
the Conventual at Merida, which I recommended to him to’ 
seize, by which the communication between the French corps 
in Lower Estremadura was cut off with the corps on the 
other side of the Guadiana. 

« r ‘ Believe me, &c. 

Brig. Gen. 11. Craufurd.' “Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington. K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Viseu, 5sn April, 1810. 

* Having occasion to send to Cadiz one squadron of the 
13th light dragoons, with their horses, and four corporals of 
the same regiment, with their horses, belonging to the other 
three squadrons of the same regiment, which will remain at 
Lisbon, I sfcall be much obliged to you if yomwill direct the 
Agent of Transports^ to provide transports, for their con¬ 
veyance, and if you will send them tw Cadiz under convoy as 
soon as tjiey shall be embarked. 

‘I have the honor to be, &c; 

‘ Vice Admiral u ‘ WELLINGTON. 

the Kc>n. G. Berkeley.' 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Colonel Peacocke. 

• Sir, ‘ Viseu, •th^Apnl, 1810 . 

«I have had. the honor of receiving your letter of £he 2nd 
April, and I am much obliged t8 you for the report which it 
contains. I beg that the 3rd battalidh of the Royals, the 1st 
battalion of the 9th, and 2nd battalion of the 38th regiment, 
may be equipped in the usual manner,‘and prepared to march 
when «orders shall be dispatched frijm head quarters for that 
purpose. 

4 These corps are in t|je mean time to be quartered either 
in barracks, or iji convents, or encamped in the most healthy 
situations in the town or the neighbourhood of Lisbon ; and 
the commanding amd other officers of* regiments must adopt 
all means to prevent irregularities/which will onlyi tend to 
augment the number of sick, and aggravate the disorders of 
those already sick, or in a state of convalescence. • 

‘ Gveat care must be taken to prevent the ophthalmia from 
spreading, from which disorder the army’ in Portugal has 
hitherto Wren quite free. 

‘ It is impossible for me to allow any men to join the army 
jvithout arms and accoutrements. It is very proper that the 
officers commanding regiments should fix upon those men to 
be officers’ servants and fe.U men who are least capable of 
Bearing the ordinary fatigues pf the service; but they must 
all have their arms, and all obey the standing orders of the 
army upon this subject. * • 

‘ After all, I believe it will be found, that if attention be 
paid by the officers to the food of the soldiers; if they pre¬ 
vented them from straggling from their corps* on a march, or 
from their quyters or camp, in, search of wine or plunder after 
the march is made; and* if the soldiers are regularly organ¬ 
ized and told off into the several parties to be sent for 
those articles of food, fuel, &c., which they require; and that 
the offiefirs.superintend tlfte execution of these duties, it will 
be found that but few soldiers are so young, And sti^ fewer so 
old* and fnfirm, that they cannot make these marches and per¬ 
form those duties’which tljp service requires from them. 

‘.1 tyg that, upon tfce receipt this letter, one , 'squa*dron 
of the 13tb light dragoons, aryl four corporals belonging to 
•the three $ther squadrons o.£ the same regjment, with their 
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horses, &c., may be embarked to go to Cadiz, as soon as the 
Agent of Transports shall 1 have prepared vessels to reteive 
them. Thetfour corporals must be good horsemen, and men 
well acquainted with the sword exercise; and these men, on 
their arrival at Cadiz, are- to be put under the direction of 
Major (General Whittifigham. The three other squadrons of 
the 13th light dragoons are to be equipped, and in readiness 
to take the held, but ''are to remain at Lisbon till further 
orders. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

* Colonel Peacocke.' ‘ W ellington. 


Lieut. General Visco mt Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ Mv DE..U Sir, 1 ‘ Viseu, 5th April, 1810. 

‘ I have received yoin letter of the 2nd, and I am glad to 
find that the Government intend to issue a proclamation, as 
well as circulate the letter which you before sent me; as the 
inhabitants and inferior order of magistrates and officers re¬ 
quire to be reminded of their duties, as well as theii superiors. 

* I do not believe the estimate of August, 1809. is the first 
estimate which was sent home to the British Government, and 
which I saw in the Secretary of State’s Office. It was framed 
either in January or February, shortly after Mr. Villiers 
arrived in Portugal. 

f The 30,000 stand of arms and Picton’s rifles, &c., are for 
the Portuguese troops, and I have given them over to Marshal 
Beresford. I only hope that we shall get them issued it. time. 

‘ I enclose a letter from Mr. O’Meara to the Commissary 
General, regarding pay for the Portuguese troops in Cadiz. 
The best mode of settling for this pay would be for me to 
order the issue-monthly to the commanding officer of the 
regiment, and the sum issued would be so much paid to you 
by the Commissary General, and to the Portuguese Govern¬ 
ment by you; and so much subtracted from the amount of 
their subsidy, artd from your demand upon ihe Commissary 
General for the,,two sevenths. The commanding officer of 
the regiment would then settle his accounts for ihe sum 
he received in the usuqjl manner with the P6i tuguese 
Government. , „ - 

* Lyt me know if this mode o r settlement will suit you and 
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the Portuguese Government, anch I will give directions 
accordingly. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq.' ' Wellington; 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.J}., to Major General the 
Hon. W. Stewart. 

* Sir, ‘ Viseu, 5th April, 1810. 

‘ Although I have received intimation from England that 
Lieut. Genera^ Graham has been appointed to command the. 
troops at Cadiz, I continue to address myself to you, as I have 
not heard of his arrival; and you will of course deliver this 
letter to him, if fie should have arrived. 

‘ According to ypur desire, I have directed that one squadron 
of the 13th light dragoons may proceed to Cadiz. \Vith this 
squadron, I hatfe directed that four qorporals, beloifging to the 
other three squadrons of the same regiment remaining in Por¬ 
tugal,* and selected for their skill in horsemanship and in the 
sword exercise, may be sent, with their horses, &c., according 
to the revest of Major General Whittingham, to assist him 
in forming the Spanish cavalry of the army of the Duque de 
Alburquerque. * 

‘ I beg that these four men may be put under the direction 
of Major General Whittingham. 

‘ I have/he honor to be, &c. 

‘Major General * ‘Wellington. 

the Hun. IV. Stewart. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Adjutant 
* General of the Forces. 

‘ <gi r, ‘ Viseu, 6tli April, 1810. 

‘ I have had the hono& of receiving your letters of the 2nd 
of March, relative to the desertion in the 2nd battalion —th 
regiment, appearing on the return of tha$ regiment, to the 
25th of •January; and I inclose the reports which I have re¬ 
ceived from Major General Picton and Major Young upon 
tlifltfSubject. * * 

‘ The. desertion from nearly afr the regiments in this army 
must hAe appeared extraordinary to the Commander in Chief, 
ancl must Tiave ’givei\ him as much concern as it Jias* to me. 
Till* lately desertion from ^ British army on service was a 



16 


PORTUGAL, 


1810. 


crime almost unknown; and, I am concerned to add, that I have 
reason to believe that many of those who have deserted hav/j 
been guilty of the worst description of that offence, and have 
gone ever to the enemy. 

* I attribute the prevalence of this crime in a great measure 
to the bad description of men, of which many of the regiments 
are composed almost*^entirely, and who have been received 
principally from the Irish militia. A sufficient time has not 
elapsed, sinoe these men have entered the regiments of the line, 

' to form their habits to regularity and discipline'; the non-com¬ 
missioned officers, in the second battalions principally, arc very 
bad; and I am sorry to add that the subaltern officers are not. 
of the best description,; and that 1 do not think so much at¬ 
tention has been given by them as nfight Have been expected, 
to form fcitjier the non-commissioned officers or the soldiers to 
those habits of regularity which a soldier ought to have. 

‘ I attribute the desertion from .this army likewise, in some 
degree, to the irregular and predatory habits which those sol¬ 
diers had acquired, who, having straggled from theiij/bgiments 
during the late service under the command of Sir John Moore, 
were some of them taken prisoners by the French, and have 
since escaped from them; and others, after having wandered 
in difterent parts of Portugal and Spain, have returned to the 
army. All these men have shifted for themselves in tl\e 
country, by rapine and plunder, since they quitted their regi¬ 
ments in 1808 ; and they have informed others of their modes 
'of proceeding, and have instilled a desire in others to follow 
their example, and live in the same mode and by the same 
means, free fronj the restraints of discipline and regularity. 

‘ I can assure the Commander in Chief that I know of ro 
cause for the desertion of the soldiers from this*army, except¬ 
ing those to which I have above referred. They have in 
general but little duty, and since the month of August no 
fatigue. Their quarters are, without exception, good,; the in¬ 
habitants of the country arc invariably kind to them; and not 
only has Si ere been na distress for provisions 'since tlje month 
of August, but I really belipve that there is not a soldier*’in 
t,he army who is not as well fed, anti does not receive l his food 
as regularTy as he could in barracks in England. r ^ * 

• Tlfeir 'pay is a'iso rcgulariy given to them, an'<£ their ac¬ 
counts'regularly settled, and the* balances paid, although one’ 
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month later than the period fixed by his Majesty’s regulations, 
oiyaccount of the* difficulty of procuring money in this Country 
for the army. 

‘ While writing upon this subject, it is proper that I should 
inform the Commander in Chief, that desertion is not the only 
crime »f which the soldiers of this army have been guilty to 
an extraordinary degree. A detachment seldory marches, 
particularly if under the commayd of a non-commissioned 
officer (which rarely happens), that fr murder or a highway 
robbery, or some act of outrage is not committed by the British 
soldiers composing it. They have killed eight people since 
the army'returned »to Portugal in December; and I am sorry 
to add that a convoy has seldom arrived.with money that the 
chests have not beCh broken open, and some of the money 
stolen by the solders in whose charge it was placed,although 
invariably under the command of an*officer; and they have 
never brought up either shoes or other necessaries whicn could 
be of use to them, or which they could sell, that they have not 
stolen som e of the articles committed to their charge. 

‘ The orders to the army, and the Provost’s establishment, 
which is larger than was ever known with any British army, 
will show the pains which the General Officers, the command¬ 
ing officers of regiments, and I have taken to prevent the 
commission of these crimes, Which indeed are not very frequent 
at the regiments, although they are committed sometimes even 
there: and the General Courts Martial which have been as¬ 
sembled, and sitting almost constantly while the army has been 
halted, and sometimes as many as three sitting at the same 
time in the different oantonments of the army, will show the 
pains which have been taken to convict and punish those who 
have been guilty of these crimes. Byt the inhabitants of the 
country have such a resp/bet and affection for the British 
nation, and particularly for the military qualities of the soldier, 
(who presumes upon his military reputation to commit many 
of the crimes ®f which he is ^liilty,) that it is most difficult to 
prevail upon the iBliabitants to give testimony bf the injuries 
they*hs?ve deceived, and they will rarely paint out the person 
who has ednmitted the .offeyce; and the soldiers themselves 
will narely °t<^l thp truth before a Qpurt Martial. Tfie sen¬ 
tences of the^Courts Martial any also carried into execution ; 
srfthat everything that precaution and discipline could do to 
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prevent crimes, and that trial and execution of sentences could 
do to punish those who have beefi guilty of them, has been 
done, bift hyberto without much success. 

‘Fain concerned to be.obliged to make to the Commander 

s r o 

in Chief so unfavorable a report of an army which has shown 
that it possesses many excellent qualities; hut it contains facts 
which ought not to b/e concealed from his knowledge. 

‘„I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Adjutant General ‘Wellington. 

of the Forces.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

• My Lord, ' ‘ Viseu, 6th April, 1810. 

‘ I enclose letters winch I have receive^ from the Com¬ 
manding Officers of the 3rd battalion of the Royals, and of the 
1st battalion of the 9th Foot, relative to the subsistence of 
their regiments to the 25th of April. 

‘ It is impossible for me either to order the is^ue of sub¬ 
sistence to those regiments for the months for which they have 
already received it, or to direct the Commissary General to 
discount the private bills of the Paymasters of the regiments 
drawn upon the Regimental Agents; nor would it be con¬ 
venient to encourage the negotiation of these bills in the 
market at Lisbon, by allowing the Paymasters of the regiments 
to charge the discount upon 1 their bills upon the Regimental 
Agents in their accounts. 

‘ The only mode which occurs to me of settling this busi¬ 
ness is, that the agents should send out to these regiments 
respectively the balances of their but and forage and subsist¬ 
ence to the 25th of April, in,.cash, if possible; if not possible, 
that the balances should be sent out in bank notes, which I 
will then direct the Commissary General to exchange for cash ; 
or that the whole of the subsistence and bat and forage ad¬ 
vanced to these regiments in England should be ‘returned to 
the Prv Officfe; aijd that it should be paid to them by the 
Paymaster General in this country. 

‘ I beg that your Lordship grill give the dim dons which 
yAu mky think proper or this subject. „ 

‘ I kave the honor to her Sic. 

' The Earl of Liverpool: ’ ‘Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viecount Wellington , S'.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Viscu, 6tu April, 1819. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship's letter 
of the Cth of February, in answer to mine of the 17th of De¬ 
cember, respecting the subsistence of officers and soldiers of 
this anny who have been prisoners, affd have ffiade their 
escape front the French, from which J. understand that his 
Majesty’s Government intend that the officers, as well as the 
soldiers, shall receive their subsistence during the period they 
were prisoners. * 

‘ A question has arisen respecting the latter, including the 
lion-comimssioned officers,.which is founded on the letter from 
the late Secretary at War of the 5th of December, l^S, to 
the Commanding Officers of regiments, whether th&t which 
the non-commissioned officers and soldiers are to receive is the 
full subsistence allowed them by his Majesty’s regulations, or 
their net subsistence, after deducting (id. por diem for each 
man for his'ralions. 

‘ I am inclined to believe that it was intended to give the 
sddiers their full subsistence, as I have not heard that any 
arrangement bad lAicn made with the French Government 
during this war for the support of prisoners, llut I am 
desirous of having the directions of his Majesty’s Government 
upon this point. ' 

' 1 have the honor to be, &c? 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Eafl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

* My Lord, ‘ Viseu» Cth April, 1810. 

‘ No material alteration has been made in the enemy’s 
positions since I addressed you on the 28th of’March. 

‘ The corps of M a radial Morticr was followed through the 
passes as far as Renquillo, by the clivisionj of flie Mtyquis de 
la Ittnhana’s corps, under General Ballesteros, which by the 
last accounts were still there# 

‘ The corps of, Soult ''under Geijeral Begnier, which had 
retired to Tyoxillo, advanced agjiin in the «nd of Matjph to 
Caceres, andjiad their posts up»n the Salor, in,front of the left 
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of the Marquis de la Ro'tnsna’s corps, and of the troops under 
Lieut. General Hill. <■ 

* Th^sfgrquis de la Romana moved a detachment on the 
SOtlf- from Badajoz to Merida, which however did not arrive 
in time to establish itself there; and Soult’s corps again broke 
up from the Salor on the 31st, and marched to Merida) which 
place it reached on the 1st instant, and the Spanish detach¬ 
ment retired again to Badajoz. 

* The delay in the occupation of Merida, and this move¬ 
ment by the French, has placed General Ballesteros’s corps in 
a slate of risk, unless he should have moved out of the passes 
in the mountains in time. 

‘ A detachment from the corps of Ney also moved in the 
end of the month of March, by the pass 8f Banos into Fstre- 
madurli, but returned again immediately. The object of this 
movement was probably to oblige General Carrera’s division 
to retire from Coria, and to confine Ciudad llodrigo oil that 
side. 

‘ Nothing of 'importance had occurred at Astorg-: as late as 
the 24th of March. 

* I have had no accounts from Cadiz since the 17th of last 
month. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ Wellington. 


fieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral the Hon. 

G. Berkeley. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Visou, 7th April, 1810. 

* I am much obliged to you for fitting up the hospital ships. 
It will be a great convenience to us if you will be so kin/1 as 
to send the smallest occasionally to Figueiia. That which 
you sent there last got in and out of the Mondego with tole¬ 
rable facility; and as we may soon expect settled weather, I 
should hope that we might use that harbour with certainty. 

* I have not f yet returned you an answer respecting the dis¬ 
tribute., of the troups in the transports; there is no doubt a 
very material error which shall be rectified, and ,1 will take 
care that Lieut. Fleetwood shah get such a return as will 
answer pretty nearly for an embarkation state at any time, 
notwithstanding that the exUct numbers of eacf’ regiment in 
the army are varying every day. 



1810. 


VXSEU. 


21 


‘ We have verp nearly as many«rank and file fit for duty 
asjiave been stated to Lieu'*'. Fleetwood as the whole dumber 
to be embarked. The troops are becoming again yerjf healthy 
and very strong, and the army is more efficient than it has ever 
been yet. 

‘ Tire Government are terribly afraid that I shall get them, 
and myself, into a scrape. But what ca^' be expected from 
men who are beaten in the House.of Commons three times a 
v'eek ? A great deal might be done Row', if there*existed in 
England less party, and more public sentiment, and if there 
was any Government. 

* The Duke* wifl like the command in Ireland, which I am 
sure has been given to him (as it was always intended), if Lord 
Harrington has rclit/T]uishdtl it. But I should have thought 
that Lord Harrington, who has always kept clear of^ politics, 
would not have meddled with them in t*iese troublesome times, 
and that the Duke would have gone to the Ordnance,*which 
he would have liked also. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Vice Admiral , ‘ W ELLINGTON. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley .’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

My dear Sir, ‘ Viseu, 8th April, 1810 . 

‘ I have received your letter of the 5th. T was aware that 
the Patriarch anti Forjaz hated eTich other; but J did not 
think it possible that "either of them could imagine that you, 
or I, or Villiers had any thing to say to any of the intrigues 
of S r tie Souza in London, or those of his brother at the 
Brasils against them. I think that the line of conduct you 
have adopted is ftiost judicious and proper. 

‘ The Patriarch anti Forjaz have their faults as well as 
other men, but I am convinced that we cannot change either 
excepting for the worse; and if you should have any opportu¬ 
nity, I shall be obliged'to you if you will assure either or botlj, 
not onl^ tl^it 1 wiH not be any party to the promotion of any 
change in phe Government, but llyit I shall do every thing 
in my po* £r to prevent H, arftl to support their authority and 
the continuance of the Government iff their hands. 


* The Duke Of Richmond. 



22 


PORTUGAL. 


1810. 


‘ I think, however, for the reasons stated to you in my for¬ 
mer letters, t hat the Marquis das Minas having withdrawn 
himself from the Regency, his place ought to be filled up, by 
the appointment of another person by the Prince Regent. 

‘ Believe me, &c., 

• C. Stuart, Esq.' _ ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General' Viecougit Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 

Henry Wellesley. 

‘ Mv dear Henry. «- ‘ Viscu, 8tli April, 1810. 

• I received this morning your letter of the 27tn and 28th 
March. 

‘ You may depend upon it thaP'your'opinion of the- 

• is a very correct one, and that the defence of Cadiz 
has sustained no loss by his appointment to the embassy in 
-. I am apprehensive, however, that the credit he ac¬ 
quired by being the first to relieve the people of Cadiz from 
their fears and his intrigues have driven Vanegns from his 
office, for which I believe him to be better qualified than any 
officer in the Spanish service. 

‘ I am sorry that Blake lias been called from the comma’--J 
of ’..is army, where he might be of great use. The Marquis 
de la Romana is an honest, honorable man, and the ablest and 
most to be trusted of any :hat I have seen in Spain. His 
letter to Mr. F re re is a most curious instance of the propensity 
of the Spaniards to pervert the facts upon the events of 
the w.ar; and he very cleverly lays the perversion - to the 
door of the French. The fact is, that they did not lose 300, 
instead of 3000 men, and that they were in no manner dis¬ 
tressed, and were not obliged to withdraw fi\ m Estremadura 
by any occurrence on this side of Sierra Morena. 

‘ Ballesteros followed Mortier through the Sierra Morena 
to Ronquillo, and the French had their outposts on the 
Huelva by the last accounts. Tnc 2nd corps (called Soult’s) 
under t\ie connnand^of Regnier, which retired from Mericla to 
Truxillo when Mortier retired upon Seville, advanced again 
in the end of the month to Cace-es, and occupied tpe right of 
the Salor, in front of tlve Spanish division at A.llhirquerque, 
and ftf Lieut. General Hilllp corps. They brok^ up again on 
the ,31st, and njarched to Me.ida, which town I had recom - 
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mended to the Marquis de la Roiyana to occupy, and fortify 
the Conventual, Which commands the passage of the GIndiana; 
but he had not done it in time, and the Spanish tn#ips were 
obliged to retire again to Badajoz. Tiie French were in 
Merida the 1st and 2nd of April; and on the 3fd, the last 
I heard of them, they marched to Villa Nueva de la Serena. 
I was apprehensive that they were going upon Ballesteros at 
Ronquillo, who would thus have been'between *two’ corps, 
and could have retired with difficulty ; but it is nojv supposed 
there is some serious insurrection in La Mancha. 

‘ I hear from all quarter,' that a corps of 5000 men, under 
Bassecourf, had surprised a French post of cavalry at Aran- 
juez, and had carried away a magazine of arms. It is im¬ 
possible, however, to say,whether any tiling of this kind is 
true or false. • 

‘ All is quiet in this part of Spain.* Astorga has'not been 
seriously attacked ; and no movement of importance has been 
made Lfy the troops in our front. I do not think the French 
are yet in a state to make a serious attack* upon Cadiz, or 
indeed to do any thing of importance in any quarter. They 
have separated their forces in too great a degree, and they 
jjjust unite them to oblige us to withdraw from the north 
bank of the TaguS, before they can effect any thing. In the 
mean time, the insurrection ts again in a state of organization, 
and the parti das arc beginning again to be active. 

‘ Ever yours, lyost affectionately, 

‘ The Rt. Hon. II. Wellesley .’ ‘ Wellington. 


Ideal. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut, (general Graham. 

• g*B «Viseu, 8tli April, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letters of the 21st andj26th of March, 
for which I am much obliged to you. I had already received 
from Lord Liverpool a copy of his instructions to you of the 
19th of Febsuary; from which I doubted whether the corps 
at Cadiz was intended to form part of this army. • 

‘JTlie instructions from the Commantyr in Chief, of the 
21st Feb4iary, would shewjthat it’was not so intended. If it 
is liQt so tended, you 'will of courge put such officers as you * 
think proper,at the head of the s|veral departments; t if ij is so 
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intended, Colonel Macdonald*, and Major Cathcartf, and 
Mr.-;—should be taken upon the strength ot the departments 
of the Adjutant, and of the Quarter Master General, and of 
the Commissary General with this army, and shall be at the 
head of those departments with the corps under your command j 
and in either case I shall be happy to give you any other as¬ 
sistance of any description which this army can afford. 

* I am happy to find that you approve of the measures and 
arrangements of ‘Major- General Stewart, with whom I have 
had every reason to be satislied. 

‘At this distance from the scene of action, and having but 
a general knowledge of Cadiz and the Islade Leori, it is im¬ 
possible for me to do more than to give you my opinion very 
generally upon the measures to be adopted.' I beg leave to refer 
you to my several letters to Major General Stewart, and those 
to Mr. Frere, to which -ne was referred for my sentiments on 
the several points to which they relate. 

‘ I am convinced that the enemy cannot at present make a 
serious attack ujion Cadiz: indeed their force is so much sepa¬ 
rated that, until it is concentrated, they cannot make an effec¬ 
tual effort any where; and I do not think it probable that they 
will begin by assembling in Andalusia such an army as they 
mut': have, in order to make any impression on your position 
at Cadiz. 

‘ I have no doubt, however, that they will take and secure 
possession of the peninsula of Trocadero, by which they will 
cut off the communication between the outer and inner har¬ 
bour, and will probably affect, to a certain degree, the anchorage 
in the outer harbour, and a part of the town. I fear that this 
cannot be avoided ; and the only measure to be adopted is to 
place at once in the %incn harbour the boats and vessels which 
may be deemed necessary for the naval operations to be even¬ 
tually carried on there ; and to secure, as far as may be possi¬ 
ble, the landing places between Puntales and the town; and to 
forma communication with the isla, from the‘right of the 
Cortadura, and along the right of the existing road. 

* 1 observe that the Secretary of State has referred to your 

v 

* Major General Sir J. Macdonald, K.C.B., Adjutant General. 

,,t Major General Lord Gremock. 
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consideration the measures to be .adopted for the supply of 
Cgdiz with water and provisions: water will not be searce, I 
believe, so long as the Isla can be held. When the Trench, 
however, have it in their power to direct all their efforts against 
Cadiz, the state of the provisions will be a subject* of serious 
consideration. 

‘ Malta could supply all the grain tl$t would be required 
for Cadiz; and the coast of Barbary, cattle. For the former, 
ready money will be required, and victuallers. * 

‘ His Majesty’s Minister at Cadiz will have to exert his 
influence with the Spanish Government, to induce them to 
consider t^ell the nature of their situation ; to prepare before¬ 
hand for the serious attack which will be made upon them, and 
for the difficulties which will then exist; and to make the ad¬ 
vances of money ( which will be necessary to purchase^* Malta 
the grain which will be required. ®rhe King’s Minister at 
Cadiz should also apply to the Ministers in England, lo have 
victuallers sent to Cadiz to import grain from Malta. 

‘Tlie influence of the King’s Minister, indeed probably 
that of his Majesty's Government, must be exerted to prevail 
upon the Barbary States to allow the purchase of cattle for the 
Supply of Cadiz. For this purpose also, the Regency will 
have to advance, add disburse large sums of money. If Jiey 
should not have vessels tit fo bring over the cattle which they 
have purchased, I believe that I shall be able to give them the 
use of some horse transports. 

‘ It does not occur to me that there is any other point in your* 
instructions, on which it can be of any use to you to be assisted 
with any further opinions from me, than what are contained in 
my letters to General Stewart and Mr. Frere, to* which I have 
referred you. ,> , 

‘ You will always find*me disposed to assist you with my 
opinions upon any subject which you may think proper to refer 
to me; and in any other manner that may be in my power. 

‘ I beg Feawe to re fey you (b my letter to my brother of this 
date for an account of the state of affaifs in this paijt of the 
Peninsula.* 

I hfjvc the*honor to be, &c. 

' Lieut. Gef&r<$ Gr'jfram. J ‘Wellington! 

«* 

‘ P.3. Lord Liverpool has mentioned to me his apprehen- 
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sions, that the Spanish ttoops and people would not agree with 
the Portuguese regiment which I halve sent to* Cadiz. I enter¬ 
tain no siacfi apprehensions; and so I have informed his Lord- 
ship.«- But if you should have reason to think that any incon¬ 
venience will result from their remaining at Cadiz, I beg you 
to send them back to Lisbon. I can easily reconcile their 
return to the Portuguese Regency, who had voluntarily offered 
them for this service.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ ^iseu, 9th April, 1810. 

‘ Twenty seamen, who had belonged t 9 an Irish regiment 
in the french service, dad had deserted, have lately come in 
here, and I shall forward them to Lisbon, to'be delivered over 
to you* orders, as soon as the weather shall clear tip a little. 
They all wish to enter the navy. 

‘ Marshal Beresford wishes to send 10,000 of the 30,000 
stand of arms, recently arrived from England, to Oporto by 
sea, and will apply to you to send up a ship of war with 
them. I shall be very much obliged to you if you can make 
it convenient to comply with his request. ■ 

4 Believe me, &c. 

‘ Vice. Admiral ‘ Wellington'. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Crau/urd. , 

My dear General, ‘ Viseu, uth April, 1810. 

4 I received vour letter of the 5th, regarding the Portu¬ 
guese battalions of ea^adores, which it is obvious are not 
in the state in which I expected that you would find them, 
from what I saw of them in December last. Bad troops 
in the rear of the army may do well- enough^ but it will 
not answer, obviously, to put. those in the front who are 
likely to do mere harm than good. 

4 Since you have joined the o.nny, I have always wished 
that you should commaad our outposts, .for many reasons 
into which it is * unnecessary to enter; and I was in hopes 
that I had made up for you a corps which would answer 
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tolerably well, of which 1 could give you the command 
without interferJhg with the claims of others. But the 
state of these corps disappoints me much; and 1 oan des/ise 
no means of accomplishing what 1 wish. Elder’s* corjjs, 
which is better than the others, was kept in thc'rcar to be 
an example to others, and to assist in their formation; for 
in the happy situation in which I am placed, I am obliged to 
be ready to meet the enemy in front, at the same .time that 
the formation and organization of th* young troops, and all 
the elementary Arrangements are to be provided for in the 
real-. - 

‘ 1 have ordered forward Elder’s battalion, and when that 
arrives, the two others must, return. But still Elder’s bat- 
talion does not add«sudicicntly to your strength; and I doubt 
whether its services in front will compensate for the* disad¬ 
vantages of its advance from the rrtir, and the want of its 
example in the formation of the others. 

‘ 1 received last night your letter of the 7th, so that I hope 
the communication is now tolerably certain. * 

‘ It appears to me that the enemy are in a better state of 
preparation at Salamanca than they were; but if the rain of 
the last two days has been general, they will not be able to 
move for some day*. 

‘ The corps which left Cafceres on the 31st went to Merida, 
and from thence on the night of the 2nd to Villa Nucva de la 
.Serena. It is supposed they are agoing into Lower La Man¬ 
cha, where it is said that the people are in a state of insur* 
rection. 

• ‘ Believe me, ike. 

‘ Bjyg. Gen. 11. Craufurd' ‘ W Ellington. 

* 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington. K.B., to Licitt. General Hill. 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Viseu, 9th April, 1810. 

‘ I ha Vi; a letter from ^uman of the 4th, in which he 
says that the enemy* have again occupied Jlafios and tjie 
neighbouring villages in strength. He*^supposes tfleir de¬ 
tachment lthere may be 5000 mcyi; and it fs obvious that 
they nia-% pass into EVrentadura when they please. »These. 
* • 

* Cujninandcdfby Lieut. Colonel Killer,%iow Major Cftneral Sir ft. Elder, on 
tfie Stat^of the,army at Madras. 
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rains, however, will hAve* rendered it quite impossible to 
make ally progress in your back/’ if that should be thfir 
intention* I^o you communicate with Le Cor? 

* Believe me. Scc. 

* Lieut. General Hill. , ‘ Wellington. 

‘ I am going to send Lieut. Colonel Rooke* of the Guards 
to you, tq.be at the head of the Adjutant General’s depart¬ 
ment. Yt'U will find him a most steady, serviceable man, 
and he will be very useful to you I do not doubt.’ 

/ 

« • 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., th C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘Sir. ‘ t ‘Viseu, 9tli April, 1810. 

‘ I hjtvc the honor to 1, enclose a letter from Colonel Trant, 
and its Enclosures, regarding certain DaniSh vessels which 
were at. Oporto at the time the enemy were driven from that 
town in the month of May last. 

* I have to request that the Government will signify their 
orders to me, for Colonel Trant’s information, upon this sub¬ 
ject; and if they should not think proper to allow the vessels 
to be taken away by the Admiral commanding his Majesty’s 
ships, I recommend to them to signify the same to him through 
his Majesty’s Minister resident at-Lisbon. 

‘ 1 write to you, and forward these letters in English, ior 
Dom Miguel de Forjaz, as my Portuguese translator is at 
present absent from head quarters. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq.' ‘Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Liet't. General Hill. 

•e * 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Viseu, 11th April, 1810. 

‘ The enemy appear to be getting on with their preparations 
for the attack of Ciudad Rodrjgo, or of Almeidr, which I 
intend to endeavor to prevent, if it should be in my power. 
It woul?i add considerably to my power if ‘I could have the 
assistance of some of yonr cavalry, viz., Geneiul Slade’s 
brigade; and I request you either tA place that brigade at 

* Colonel RoOke was afterwards killed in the south of France! in the attack of 

the Nivelle, in Novelhber, 1813, ' 
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and in the neighbourhood of Abrantbs, or the whole of it in 
different cantonments withfci one march of Villa Velha,•accord¬ 
ing as you may find it most convenient for forage ?oi*them, as 
long as the enemy’s position in Estremadura does not render 
their services necessary any nearer to your own corps. 

‘ If»you should fix upon the cantonments within one march 
of Villa Velha for these corps, it will necessary that they 
should have in their cantonmentg, at all times, thaee or four 
days’ corn, and as much bread, which the’ regiments might 
carry with them*when they should march to join me; as by 
the route they would come*'they would find nothing but green 
forage, ff you shbuld send them to Abrantes they will come 
by a more plentiful country, and one better prepared. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General EM. * Wellivgton. 

‘ I qm rbout to move nay head quarters to Cea,*in the 
valley of the Mondego, where I shall be nearer the head of the 
army, and not farther removed from you.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.R., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

• My DEAR Sir, ‘ Viseu, ] 1th April, 181(1. 

‘ I am about to move my head quarters to Cea, in the valley 
of the Mondego, in order to be nuarer the head of the army; 
at the same time that I shall not # be more distant from the 
rear. 

* If you will direct your letters, which you will send by the 
post, to the care of tlte postmaster at Thotnar or at Coimbra, 
I shall get them by the daily communications’which I have 
witfi those places. . 

‘ I request you to let tl*c Admiral know o&.this alteration 
of my head quarters, and of the manner in which he is to 
direct to me. 

‘•Believe me, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq.' ‘ Wellington. * 

Lieut, general Viscount Weeing tori, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ SirJ ‘ Viseu, 11th April,,1810. 

‘ I enclose^tetters whifch I have received frtmi Mr. friftt, in 
answer to inquiries made from fiim on the suited of the oom- 
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plaints from the superintendent of transport at Elvas, which 
you had received from the minister*. 

‘ You’will observe that there is no foundation whatever for 

/ 

thest complaints ; and thut the officers of the Government had 
conducted themselves, very improperly. 1 request you par¬ 
ticularly to draw the notice of the minister to the demand of 
money by ^he superintendent of transport for the performance 
of the duties imposed upon,him and his officers; and to request 
that the governors of the kingdom will signify to the officers 
of the Government their pleasure upon this subject. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

• C. Stuart, Esq: W ellington. 


Lieut.,General Viscount If'eUington, K.R., to the Earl of Liverpool, 

*’ Secretary of Stale. 

• My rear I.oru, * Viscu, llth April, 1810. 

* 1 enclose the state of the army on the 1st instant, and like¬ 
wise the distribution of the sick, absent on the same day. 
From this paper you will see that the hospital at Talavera and 
the men at Plascncia amount now to only 852. I have always 
reckoned them 1500, and some have certainly escaped from 
the'enemy. But. that number was not originally left, and so 
1 thought; although 1 stated them as 1500, as the repqrts 
which were the nearest, and official, so stated them. 

‘It is difficult to make'the military return of sick agree 
with that received from the medical department, because in 
the former are included all men absent from the regiment at 
the hospital stations, whether convalescents or others; whereas 
the medical return includes only those on the books of, the 
hospitals. 

*1 enclose Jie Inspector General’s returns of the 1st of 
April, from which you will see the number actually sick, of 
those on the military returns “ sick absent.” The others are 
either convalescent, out of the hospitals, or on tfic road to 
join, and your Lordship will lie glad to observe how efficient 
and healthy tin army is becoming. Indeed it woi^ld no# be 
an excellent army, if the soldiers.did not plunder. 

‘ Several have lately been convicted before General Court 
Martial, and have been executed, an example vvhicli I hope 
wilLhave effect,.as well upon the officers as the men.. Upon 
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the former I hope it will operate to iriHuce them .to take more 
pajns to keep their men in fcrder, and support the putlfbrity of 
the non-commissioned officers, and to instil into them’a proper 
sense of their situation and duty; and I hope it wijl convince 
the latter that I possess the power, and gm determined to exert 
it to punish those who are guilty of those disgraceful outrages. 
I am still apprehensive of the consequence of trying them in 
any nice operation before the enemy, •for they really forget 
every thing when plunder or wine is within tfieir relch. 

* We are stilf much distressed for money, and I shall not 
be able to pay the troops oh the 24th of this month. Wc owe 
for every thing we*have had lately from the country, as well as 
for the means of transport employed in.moving our supplies 
from our own ma^izines.* The disorders committed by the 
troops aggravate.these inconveniences, for we are obliged to 
employ them in pressing provisions and carriages; and they 
never gp out without an officer, and seldom under the com¬ 
mand of an officer, that they do not commit some outrage. I 
do not know what we arc to do if we cannot get some money. 

‘ Uy the orders from the Commander in Chief to General 
Graham, and by those from the Commissary General in Chief 
R) Mr. Deputy Commissary-, I see that it was not in¬ 

tended that the corps at Cadiz should form part of this army. 
However, I have slated my doubts upon the subject to General 
Graham, and left to him to decitle it as he may think best. 

‘ Belize me, &c. . 

The Earl of Liverpool .' * Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viecourtt Wellington, K.B., to the Ear1 of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Loup, ‘ Viseu, llth April, 1810. 

‘ The enemy appear by the last accounts to have collected 
some heavy ordnance and stores at Salamanca; and the corps 
of Ney is concentrated in that neighbourhood and at Ledesma. 
The enemy have likewise moved a detachment of 4000 or 
5000 men to the neighbourhood of Bejar and Baiios. /Uthough 
thestfctrciAistanceswould show an intention of attacking either 
Ciudad lCodrigo or Al#ieida at an early period; it d cm pot 
appear that .the enemy have withdrawn from the neighbour¬ 
hood of Astcgga; and by the lasfr accounts ifthich I have’from 
Ohaves,of tjie 3rd of this nioifth, the Spanish tropps in*Ga- 
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licia, and thq parties which have always remained upon the 
frontier* were to make an effort to relieve Astorga in the last 
days of March. 

‘ The corps of Soult, commanded by Regnier, moved from 
Merida on the night of the 2nd to Medellin, and occupied Don 
Benito, Villa Nueva de la Serena, and the villages in that 
neighbourhood. General O’Donnell, with the left of the 
Marquis de la Romana’s .corps, had his advanced guard at 
Merida; and General Ballesteros, who had been at Ronquillo, 
quitted the high road from Merida to Seville, as soon as he 
heard that General Regnier hau' crossed the Guadiana at 
Merida, and went to Taiavera da Real; by which town there 
is another communication between the provinces of Estrema- 
dura and Andalusia, through the Sierra Morena. 

‘ I liqve received accounts from Cadiz to as late a date as 
the 28th of last month. Lieutenant General Graham had 
arrived'on the 24th, and had takeu the command of his Ma¬ 
jesty’s troops. Nothing of any importance had occurred there, 
and the enemy were occupied in endeavoring to establish 
and secure their positions on the peninsula, and the island 
of Trocadero. 

‘ The accounts which 1 receive from all quarters mention 
the"great activity of the parties of guerillas throughout the 
country. Some of these accounts are certainly exaggerated, 
but I have no doubt that there is some foundation for them, 
as I observe that the enemy mention the operations of these 
parties in the Gazettes published at Madrid, and in other 
places.under their authority. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &e. 

‘ The Ear! of Liverpool.' ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to J. Murray, Esq. 
Commissary General. 

‘Sir, , * Viscu, 3th April, 1810. 

‘ I request jfou to give directions to the Assistant Commis¬ 
sary in charge of the department in Cadiz, to pay t4 the officer 
commanding the 20th Portuguese regiment, such sums as he 
may require monthly for* the pay of the officers and soldiers 
under hfe command; for which such officer is to give his re¬ 
ceipts. 
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‘ These receipts are to be transmitted to you, and you will be 
so kind as to transmit them to bis Majesty’s Minister.at Lis¬ 
bon, and to settle with him for the amount thus*adranced to 
the Portuguese regiment at Cadiz, in the same manner ai for 
sums paid into the hands of Mr. Pell from time to time for 
Portuguese services. 

c I have the honon to be, &c. 

ff ' 

' J. Murray, Esq.' ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ Sir, * f ‘ Viseu, 13th April, 1810. 

‘ I hare had the honor of receiving your letter of the 9th 
instant, containing topics pf two notes received from the Por¬ 
tuguese Minister, one relating to provisions for the garrison of 
Almeida, the other relating to the want of forage for*the Por¬ 
tuguese army. • 

‘ I httve given directions to the Commissary General of this 
army, to carry into execution, without loss of time, the second 
article of the Commissariat, arrangement of the 10th of June, 
1809, in all parts of the country in which the Portuguese and 
British troops may both be stationed, particularly in the 
neighbourhood of Almeida. 

‘ I have also desired him to»hand over to the Junta de Viveres 
50,"000 rations, of ten pounds each, of forage corn at Lisbon, 
of which two thirds will be Indian t corn, and one third barley. 
They will pay for this magazine according to the Stipulation * 
in the sixth article of*the Commissariat arrangement. 

‘ 1’he Portuguese Government having some time ago stated 
the supply of provisions to the British troops at Barquinha 
as iRc excuse fog the want by the Portuguese troops in Alcn- 
tejo, I have the honor to inalose a return of tha total quantity 
of provisions supplied by the agents of the Junta de Viveres 
at Barquinha to the British troops between the 1st of Decem¬ 
ber, 1809, &nd.the 24th of March, 1810. 

* ‘ I have the honor to be, «&c. 

‘ C. Styqrt, Km/.* V WELLINGTON. 


hol. tr. 
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IAeut. General Viscouni Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
" the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

Gyt, ‘ Cea, 15th April, 1810. 

‘ I ant desirous of sending to Cadiz camp equipage for 
5000 men, which the Assistant Quarter Master General at 
Lisbon has directions to embark in such vessel as th6 Agent 
of Transports may*'allot to receive it, and to request you to 
give directions that a vessel may be appointed to receive this 
camp equipage, and may sail with it with convoy by the first 
favorable opportunity. 

. ‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

ti | 3 

Vice Admiral ‘ Wellington. 

the lion. G. Berkeley.' 

Uetd k General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
1 R. Craufurd. 

* My dear General, ‘ Cea, 15th April, 1810. 

‘ I have moved the head quarters here, principally with a 
view to the communication with the advanced divisions; but 
I am much afraid that there is such want of stabling, that 
I shall be obliged to move them hack again. 

The Adjutant General will send you an order, by this 
occasion, regarding our communications in future; and I shall 
be obliged to you if you will' have your letters for mp at 
Almeida, either before the'gates shall be shut at night, or at 
five in tlie morning, when they will open, so that the pur/e 
may bring them off. 

‘ Your feeling respecting your command is exactly what it 
ought to be, ( and what might be expected from you. As long 
as I could make up a division of the proper strength for the 
service, with your brigade, and Portuguese ts oops and cavalry, 
nobody would have had reason to complain; but a Lieut. Gene¬ 
ral, and the senior Major General of the army, recently arrived, 
are without commands, and it would not answer to throw 
more English troops into your division, leavifig them unem¬ 
ployed. You may depend upon it, however, that whatever 
may be the .arrangement which I shall make, I wlsft> your 
brigade to be in the advanced guard,. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

Bfig. Gen. R. Cfhufurd. ‘ Wellington. 
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Lieut. General discount Wellington'K B., to the Right Honorable 
Henry Wellesley. 

My dear Henry, ‘ Lea, nth April, isio. 

‘ I have received your letter 01 the 2nd, for which I am 
much obliged to you • and I am delighted to find that we had 
agreed so far in the measures to be adopted, as that you had 
adopted them at Cadiz before you had reScived my» suggestions 
upon them. 

‘ I ant glad that you have sent the prisoners home. Send 
them all home if you haw the means, making a strong repre¬ 
sentation *of the ganger of keeping them at Cadiz, at the 
Balearic islands, or in the Canaries, and say that I advised you 
to send them to Eggland* * 

‘ 1 think v-e shall secure Minorca \ and I see that you and 
I concur exactly in the measures to 1)» adopted for th? security 
.of those islands, and the advantage to be derived from that 
possession. 1 have written to the Marquis dc la Uomana upon 
this subject; but he has given me no answer, and has re¬ 
quested me to meet him atNiza, which I cannot do at present. 

‘ Since I wrote to you on the 8th, the French corps com- 
jnauded by Keg-nick has broken up from Villa Nucva de la 
Serena, &c., and moved towards Cabeza del Buey, witji an 
intention of entering Andalusia by Cordova, or of passing into 
La Mancha by the road along the bottom of the hills which 
goes to Ciudad Beal. Either 'they found it impossible to 
move by that road at present, on account of thc»s\velling o? 
the torrents, or they are not wanted in Andalusia, for they 
returned to Villa Nucva, Medellin, &c., on the night of the 
9th instant. 

^Nothing unimportance has occurred elsewhere. Ney lias 
got together at Salamanca.a large quantity of Jicavy ordnance, 
and the greater part of his troops. Astorga is invested, but 
has not been vigorously attacked ; and General Mahy was 
about to aiteftipt to relieve liie place in the beginning of this 
month with all the troops he could collect in,Galicia, in con¬ 
cert* with* the pnrtidufi, and others inideii Echevarria on this 
side of Alcanizas alid Puebla de Snnabria. I think, however, 
that, the French are not in carne^J: in this plan: thCyHiave' 
dismantled ajjd evacuated Zamora, by wlpch they, risk the 
oomnfbnication between the troops at Astorga and those at 
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Salamanca; and it is reported that General-lias with¬ 

drawn from Oviedo and the Asturiat. If this be the case, the 
corps in Leon will soon cross the Duero again and join Ney. 
Indeed, without this reinforcement, he is scarcely strong 
enough for his object. 

‘I have written fully both to you and to General Graham 
about provisions for ithe town of Cadiz. They may get any 
quantity of cattle ttiey please from the coast of Africa: 
but you must use'the influence of the British Government, and 
probably the Government must bribe a little, and the Admiral 
must threaten, to induce the Barbaresque powers to allow the 
export: they, like' others, are confoundedly afraid of the 
French ; and their fears have not been lessened since the sue- 
cesses of the French in Spain have made like parties such near 
neighbours. 

O « « 

‘ The best mode of transporting the cattle will be in the 
boats of the country; but if the Spanish Government cannot 
command any, I will lend them some horse transports. Grain 
of all kinds caii be procured at Malta. I do not think that 
Portugal can supply you with any quantity of provisions. 

4 I am very desirous that the Spanish Government should 
not only defray the expense of these provisions, but that they 
should continue to supply our troops with provisions, under 
the conditions which I made whcif I detached them from Por¬ 
tugal. 

‘ Yon are aware of the gneat difficulties existing in England, 
in procuring specie. Wc arc in the greatest distress for money 
in this country ; and if we should lose the supplies of money 
which we receive from Gibraltar and Cadiz, we should very 
soon be obliged to quit the Peninsula for want of money to 
subsist in it. If we are to pay the expense ofethese provisions 
from Cadiz, or wen if the conditions are departed from, and 
we are to defray the expense of forming magazines for our own 
troops, a great part, if not the whole of the money procured 
at Cadiz and Gibraltar for bills upon England, must be 
diverted*from t'ne purpose to which it is at present applied. 

‘ 1 am also e,f opinion that we should endeavor th nial*j tlic 
^ OP .wards believe that we ’feel it to bf their interest that our 
hould remain at Cadiz, and that we consider that we 
• Btig. fcferred an obligation upon them by gow^g there. As 
' ■'y entertain this belief, they will tr^at qs well; 
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as soon as they lose it, I know them "well enough to he certain 
that there is no enormity that they will not commit iif order to 
get rid of us. They are much more likely to eon I ft me in^this 
belief, if we insist upon the performance of the conditions on 
which I allowed the troops to go to Cadiz at all; and indeed 
1 drew those conditions with that view. 

‘ I can easily conceive, however, tlfct the health of our 
troops, and other circumstances nyiy occur, which roay require 
the expenditure of money by us, fof the supply*particularly 
of fresh meat.* I had given authority to General Stewart for* 
this purpose, which General Graham has equally; but even 
in this case I wish the conditions should be adhered to, as 
far as nicy be possible, and that payment may be demanded 
for the provisions'Jnirclnfted. 

‘ I had written to Mr. Duff respecting Mr. RcicU? money. 
I shall be glad if he is allowed to bring it away. 

, ' Ever yours, most affectionately, 

‘ The lit. Hon. IJ. Wellesley: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.U., to Lieut. General Graham. 

*‘SlR, . ‘ Con, 15th April, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letters of the 31st March and the 4th 
iastant (Nos. 2 and 3). 

‘ I am desirous of adhering* to the conditions on which I 
first detached the troops to Cadfz, for reasons, some of which 
arc stated in my letter to Major General Stewart of the 27th 
of February. At the same time I must inform you that it is 
impossible to maintain an army in the Peninsula, and to per¬ 
form the engagements into which the King has entered with 
the Portuguese Government, without the assistance of the 
money to be procured at Cadiz find Gibraltar for bills upon 
England. If this money is to be employed either in forming 
a magazine for the British troops in Cadiz, or, under the in¬ 
structions of*the Secretary of State to yourself^in the purchase 
of provisions for the general consumptiomat Cadiz, it Jfe obvious 
thdf othel means roust be dt-viseci for providing for the other 
services to which that Honey is now applied ; and I app.’rijPftu' 
thaf the scarcity of specie is so great in England^ that the 
Government "cannot provide for* these services by any export 
from thence. Indeed the^have not Been Able serai the 
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money which I informed'them six months agq would he neces¬ 
sary, in addition to the supplies which could be procured at all 
p!a«"s within 'my reach for bills upon England; and we are 
consequently in considerable distress for want of money. 

c The instructions cf the Secretary of State were written 
before he had received my report that the troops had been 
detached to.Cadiz, aifvl the copy of my letter to Mr. Frerc of 
the 5th of February, containing the conditions on which I had 
detached them. I had already adverted to the variation be¬ 
tween his instructions to you and tlipse conditions, and 1 have 
requested an explanation, which I conclude lie will give im¬ 
mediately. 

‘ In the mean timc’you will observe from my letter to Major 
General Stewart, of thfe 27th February, that 1 contemplated 
the probable necessity that he would be obliged to purchase 
fresh meat., and gave him authority for so doing; and you 
will of course give directions for the purchase of fresh meat 
for the British and Portuguese troops, if you should find it 
necessary. 

* You are acquainted with the political and financial grounds 
on which I am desirous that that condition should be adhered 
to. t You, however, must be the best judge of its operation at 
Cadiz; and if you should find i* prejudicial or inconvenient 
to the British interests, yot.i have my full consent to dep&rt 
from it. * 

* * If you should depart from it, I will send you from Portugal 
a large proportion of the magazine of salt provisions which we 
have here. 

«L 

£ I have retd with great interest your dispatch to the Secre¬ 
tary of State, of the 30th JVfarcli, and your letter to me of the 
4th instant, Nq. 3; and I am happy to find tiiat the opinions 
regarding the defence of the Isla, which I had given gene¬ 
rally to Major General Stewart, are confirmed by such good 
authority. ( < 

‘ My notion <r>f the defences required for the Isla is founded 
upon tlic species pV attack which the enemy will p^ojxibiy 
make upon it. My opinion is that thfey will lhake roads 
ac*osS“, and establish themselves upon 'the salt marsh, in order 
to fofcce,the passage of the river. I J.iad not sjdficient infor¬ 
mation to be certain whether* there were not sifme points ,in 
which they could attempt to effect this object'with‘greater 



1810 . 


CKA. 


39 


advantage than in others ; but my idea was generally that the 
line of the river, tvith the Garaccas on its left (which is»a point 
of separate and distinct consideration) was the Best for de¬ 
fence. , ’ 

O 0 

‘ l considered that this line ought to be taken up generally 
by a chain of works, closed in the rear fiy a weak profile con¬ 
nected by a line; and strengthened in tjpose parts in which it 
might be deemed that the enemy might make his ‘attack with 
the greatest advantage. 

‘ Within that*interior line, I considered that it might be ad¬ 
vantageous to intrench one or more positions, and other points 
for the preserval icrti of the communication between the Isla 
and the Cortadura, and the body of the glace of Cadiz. 

f The Torre Garda, iir particular, ^mentioned by you, oc¬ 
curred to me as gn advantageous point to take up forsthc last 
mentioned object, in the cursory view* which 1 was enabled to 
take o£ the Isla. 

‘ I mention these ideas only in confirmation of your own. 
I had but little opportunity of forming a Correct judgment 
upon the subject; and if you should entertain an opinion dif¬ 
ferent from mine in any part of this general outline, I am con-; 
winced that you must be right. 

‘ I have given directions that camp equipage complet« for 
5000 men may be sent to Cadiz, of which, as well as of that 
already at Cadiz, you will give (?ie use to the Spanish troops, 
•if you think proper. * I entirely agree with you that it is best 
to keep the British .troops in barracks or quarters; and I will 
increase still further the quantity of camp cquipage.at Cadiz, 
if you should desire it. 

‘,1 have already sent to Cadiz one brigade of field ordnance, 
which is, I hop’(f> arrived, and I»will send another brigade. I 
beg to know from you if $on should want mote, or of smaller 
calibres than a (i pounder. 

‘ I beg to refer you to my letter to Mr. Wellesley for an 
account of thfi state o£ affairs here. 

‘ I have the honor bej &c. 

‘ LiiuL General Graham.' ’ ‘Wellington, 
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Li put. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ ‘ Cea, 17th April, 1810. 

‘ There is a man, by the name of Stephen Bromley, who 
had deserted from the 4th dragoons, now in eharge.of the 
Provost Marshal at Lisbon, and I shall be very much obliged 
to you if you will let me know whether you will receive him 
into one e-f his •Majesty’s ships, if he should be discharged 
from the service. He is a stout man, and bars not been guilty 
of any crime which renders him infamous. 

‘ I shall be much obliged to you if you will send to England, 
by the first opportunity, one officer, four serjeants, and fifty 
privates of the 23rd light dragoon;;, respecting whose passage 
the Assistant Quarter Master General will apply to the Agent 
of Transports. *' 

* I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
if. Craufurd. 

* My dear General, ‘ Cea, 17 th April, 1 81 o. 

* This place is so inconvenient that I am obliged to move 
the head quarters back to Viseu. 1 propose, however, to order 
the parte to leave Almeida every evening* at as late an hour as 
General Cox can leave the gates open, and I shall get the 
reports on the following morning at Viseu. I shall be obliged 
to you if you will have your letters at Almeida at seven in the 
evening, so as to come off with the parte. Carrera mentions 
in his letter of the 11th, *• dci documents qui’pourront inter- 
resser, &c.,” and I shall be obliged fo you if you will send them. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brig. Gen. if. Craufurd.' ‘ Wellington. 

O 

Lieut. General Vf count Wellington, K^B., to Colonel Gordon, 
Commissary in Chief ., i 

Mv dear Colonel, ' ‘Cea, 17th April, 1810. 

‘ I aip afraid that Mr. - - , who is gone to "Cadiz at the 

head of the Commissariat,'is a man very little to be trusted. 
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If I am not mistaken, he was'in the military service of the 
East India Company, on tlte establishment of Fort St. George. 
If he was, he was dismissed from the service under the follow¬ 
ing circumstances:— 

n i - 

‘ An officer of the army accused him of having robbed him ; 
that is to say, he literally stole his purse from him. The 
officer in question (whose name I do not ^collect) was brought 
to trial before a General Court partial for defamation, and 
was acquitted. 

‘ I undcrstanfl that the Commander in Chief, General 

Stuart, wanted to bring Mr. - to trial, on a charge to 

be framed against *Lim, on the accusation of the officer who 

had been acquitted of defamation; but, Mr. - declined 

to stand his trial, af!d was’dismissed fi lm the service. 

‘ When he was dismissed from the service, other, persons 
recollected having lost their purses when in company with 
him; and I understood that he had once been accused of 
taking a purse out of an officer’s writing box, but that the 
accusation was deemed so improbable, that it was scouted. 

‘ Although I think that a person who has an itch for taking 
purses is not a fit person to be a Deputy Commissary General, 
ft) charge of the department, I should not have mentioned this 
subject to you upon my own recollection of these facts, if I 
could not point out to you the means of ascertaining them 
precisely. 

• ‘ Lieut. General Stuart, who was the Commander in Chief 
at Fort St. George at the time to which I refer, and Colonel 
Agncw, who was the Adjutant General, are both in London. 
The former lives in Charles Street, and the lat(pr in Harley 
Strict; and either, but particularly the latter, will be able to 
give you an accurate and authentic account of the causes 

and manner of Mr. -’s quitting the service of the East 

India Company. 

‘ If Mr. Commissary-- is the cut purse, it is difficult 

to account for*his becoming an oflieer of the Commissariat; 
but being one, I ean easily account for bis being promoted, 
and 'for hi$ having .given satisfaction to his superiors, as I 
recollect having him uniter my command in charge of a post, 
as atf officer,* and I never knew one more active, or more 
intelligent. 

Believe me,/&c. 

‘ CvloneU Gordon. ‘ Wellington.' 
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‘ I have thought it proper to put the Commissary General 

and Gfcncral Graham on their gdard respecting Mr. -, 

till your answer shall be received to this letter. 5 

Lieut. General Viscount e.Wellington , K.B., to Lieut. General Graham. 
‘Sir, ( ‘ Cea, 17tli April, 1810. 

‘ Lieut. General Payne has expressed a desire to have the 
services of LieuU Colonel Ponsonby as Assistant Adjutant 
General with the cavalry in this country, as be is no longer at 
the head of the department at. Cadiz ; and if you can spare 
his services 1 shall be obliged to you if yqu will allow him to 
come to Portugal. 

‘ I beg you to let me know if ypu shoyjd wish to have any 
additional assistance in the Adjutant General’s department at 
Cadiz, whether you retain Lieut. Colonel Ponsonby, or send 
him to this country. 

e I have the honor to be, &c. 

'Lieut. General Graham.’ ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Honorable 
Henry Wellesley. 

‘ My duar Henry, ‘ Cea, 17th April, 181 o. 

‘ I inclose you a letter which I have received from General 
O’Donoju, and 1 shall be obliged to you if you will show him 
any civility in your power-on his arrival at Cadiz, and if you 
will recommend him to General Castafios, 

* I know nothing of the crimes with which he is charged. 
From his fonmer conduct in the Spanisn army, and from what 
I saw of him, I should not suppose that lie was guilty of them. 
However, whether guilty or not, it is only fair that he should 
be tried at an early period. General Castafios himself is an 
instance of the injustice which can be done to officers by these 
protracted trials ; and I hope that he will see justice done to 
General O’Donoju, who, I must say, is one of the most intelli¬ 
gent I have seen of the officers of the Spanish army. 

‘Nothing hew since I^wrote to you the other, day.- It is 
saiu- that something has happened at Madrid. 

1 ‘ Ever yours, most affectionately. Sec. 

• The Rt. Hon. H. ’Wellesley .’ • ‘ Wellington. 

* Major General Sir Frederick Ponsonby, K,C.B. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the lion. G. Berkeley. 

< My dear Sir, ‘ Viseu, 19th April, 18,0. 

* 1 have received your letter of the 13th, and I will send 
you immediately our probable embarkation return, made out 
as you suggest. 

‘ I enclose you the conditions on which I dcthchcd the 
troops originally to Cadiz, to which I still adhere ; •although 
the Secretary of State has, in a very unguarded manner, autho¬ 
rized a departure from them, so far as to allow of the purchase 
of provisions not fof the British troops, but for the garrison. 

* From these conditions you will observe, that all provisions 
sent to Cadiz ouglft to lit paid for bv the Spanish Govern¬ 
ment ; and accordingly, although 1 have authorized the purchase 
of bullocks in Africa, in order to give file British troops fresh 
meat occasionally, i have ordered that payment for thS meat 
imported may be demanded. 

‘ Portugal can certainly supply nothing in flic way of pro¬ 
visions without great inconvenience, but I have told Mr. Wel¬ 
lesley and General Graham where every thing they require 
etui be got. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Vice Admiral ‘ Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 


Lieut. General Viscpunt. Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ Mv dear Sir, * Viseu, 19tli 'April, 1810. 

‘ I think it would be desirable to define with precision our 
ideas respecting the establishment of military law, before we 
determine to alter the established law of the‘country in any 
case. 

£ The following questions arc worth consideration and de¬ 
cision on this topic. What,is military law? Military law 
as applied to any persons, excepting the officer j, soldiers, and 
followers of the irmy, for whose governrrftjnt there ate par¬ 
ticular provisions of* law in all well regulated countries, is 
neither more nor less than the will of^the General of the army; 
He punishes,‘either with or without trial, for crimej either 
declared to U? so, or not so declared by any existing law, or 
by his 6wn„5rders. This is the plain ajd coFmnon meaning 
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of the term military law.. Besides the mode of proceeding 
abovei described, laws have been‘•made in different countries 
at different times to establish and legalize a description of 
military constitution. 

‘ The Commander in Chief, or the Government, has been 
authorized to proceed by military process, that is, by Court 
Martial or Council of War, against persons offending against 
certain l;uvs, or against their own orders, issued generally for 
the security ol' the army, or for the establishment of a certain 
government or constitution odious to the pefiple among whom 
it is established. Of both descriptions of military law there are 
numerous instancies in the history of tlfe operations of the 
French army during the Revolution; and there is an instance 
of the existence both of the first' mentioned description and 
of the last mentioned in Ireland during the i rebellion of 1798, 
when the people were in insurrection against the Government, 
and were to be restrained by force. 

‘ The next question which is worth our consideration, is, 
for what object is military law of either description to be 
established in Portugal ? Upon this point I would observe, 
that I believe there is no instance in history of the establish¬ 
ment of military law, excepting with a view to restrain the 
people. We have no such object in Portugal. 

‘ What we want is: i 

* 1st. To make the magistrates do their duty. We may 
try them t by Court Martial or Council of War for neglect of 
duty; but what punishment would a. Court Martial inflict 
upon them for neglect of duty, however criminal, except dis¬ 
missal from 4 office ? and that punishment can be inflicted by 
the Government at any time without trial. r 

‘ Sndly. Wc want to induce the pcophe to perform the 
duties, and to supply the article's required from them by the 
law, and by the orders of Government. The law which im¬ 
poses these duties, and requires these supplies and assistance 
for tlie armies, furnishes the means of its owft execution, and 
imposts the penalties of non-performance of its provisions; 
and it is the duty of the inferior magistrate to inflict the 
psnalty of the law for its breach. * 

We are mistaken, if we suppose that- a peasant who has 
deserted from the militia or the line, or wh# ihas avoided to 
giVjp his grain, or Ijis straw', or^ his bullocks, o» to supply' his 
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cart when called for, will attend tl^c General to receive the 
notification of hi» will regarding his punishment, yr the 
sentence of a council of war. Inferior officers aftd persons 
must seek for him. If military law is to supersede every 
other authority, the troops must be the executive Officers of 
the law; they must be employed to seek and bring forward 
the criminal; and probably at the pentyl when the enemy 
may be in the province governed by this law, the titiops must 
be employed in the civil government, jnstead of ii» opposing 
the enemy. • 

‘ I wish these points to be maturely considered before we 
go farther.* 

‘ Let us define our notions ; and depend upon it, we shall 
find that the establishment of military law will only increase our 
difficulties. 

‘ Believe rite, &c. 

* C. Stuqpt, Esq: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.E., to'the Earl of 
Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, ' Viseu, 19tli April, 1810. 

• ‘ No change of any importance has been made in the posi¬ 
tions of the enemy in Leon and Old Castille since l addressed 
you on the 11th instant; excepting that it has been reported 
that a division of infantry has been moved from the eastern 
Side of that province to Madrid, as it is supposed that that 
capital was in a state of insurrection against the French 
authority. I have received no authentic accounts of this 
circumstance; but I liaVe no doubt that the spirit of resistance 
to the French is general throughout all the provinces; that it 
breaks out into ‘open acts of violence whenever an opportunity 
offers ; that instances of its Existence have been frequent lately ; 
and that the confidence of the Spaniards, and oi the people of 
Portugal in the final success of their exertions, has lately be¬ 
come greater than it hail been* 

* This effect is .partly to be attributed to the recent*failure 
of tlft •French corps tinder General Sachet before Valencia 
(of which his Majesty’s* Government will have'received iha 
accouhts from, his Majesty’s Minister at Cadiz) ; to the active 
continuance qj*he contest in Catalpnia; to this continued. Trad, 
in* som\ instances, renewed active existerjeeof the war ofrthe 
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partizans throughout all the provinces of Spain; and to the 
failure of the French in every operation they have undertaken, 
since they passed the Sierra Morena in January last, 
sf The corps under the command of General Itegnier, which, 
when I wrote last, I reported to be in the neighbourhood of 
Medellin, made a movement on the 5th instant to Cabeza del 
Buey, with an intention to pass the Sierra to Cordova, or to 
move along the foot of the mountains to Ciudad Beal, in 
La Mancha. It returned, however, to Medellin on the 9th, 
and on the 14th a small body of dragoons belonging to this 
corps entered Merida. 

‘ General Ballesteros was attacked at Talavera Ileal on the 
13th ; and General Contreras, whom he had left on the high 
road from Seville iilto Estremadura with brigade of infantry, 
was attacked near Ronquilloon the same day : General Balles¬ 
teros maintained bis ground, but General Contreras was 
obliged to retreat, and a part of bis corps and the Escape [cron, 
(a description of armed. peasantry of the Sierra Morena,) 
some of whom were attached to General Contrera’s brigade, 
dispersed. 

‘ The last accounts which I received from Cadiz were of the 
4th instant, at which time nothing of importance had occurred, 
aqd all the reinforcements expected from England had arrived. 

‘ I have sent there one squadron of the 13th light dragoons, 
for which Major General Stewart had called, to which I will 
add still further when I shall think it necessary, and that the 
horses call be fed there. 

‘ I have also sent to Cadiz a brigade of 6 pounder field 
ordnance, and I propose to send another brigade, which I 
observe that Lieut. General Graham requires. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

1 v 

‘ The Earl of Li verpool.' , ‘Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of Slate. 

I 

« < 

* Mv Lord, ‘ Viseu, J 9th Ajrjl, 1810. 

In consequence of a regulation of the War Office, dated 
7vh September, 1809, directing that the water decks *of the 
cavplrj be furnished in future by , f he public^ in the same 
manner with .other articles of camp necessaries. I have, to 

• I. 
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request that 4000 water decks may t be sent out from England 
for the use of the»cavalry ip this country. 

* I have the honor to be, &e. 

' The Earl of Liverpool.’ * W ellingto#. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to Brigadier General 
Jl. Crau/u- J * 

‘ My dear General, ‘ Vis?u, 20th,ApriI, 1810. 

‘ I received yesterday your letter of the 18th, which I 
would not answer immediately, that I might give to your 
proposition all the attention which it deserves. 

‘ The consequence of the attack which you propose would 
be to commence £y description of warfarC upon our outposts, 
in which wo should certainly sustain some loss of inep; and 
I should be obliged to bring up the»army to the front, than 
which nothing can be more inconvenient, and eventually in¬ 
jurious to us. 

‘ 1 do not know whether the state of tranquillity in which 
affairs have been for some time is advantageous to the French, 
but I know that it is highly so to us. The British army is 
increasing in strength daily, and a continuance of the tran¬ 
quillity in which w<? have been, for a short time longer, .will 
atl^l considerably to our numbers. The discipline and equip¬ 
ment of the Portuguese troops*is improving daily. The 
equipment in particular, which is pot very defective, will in a 
short time be complete, as all the articles for it fire arrived 
from England. The sick of this army are also coming out of 
hospital fast. • 

‘ The arms for the militia have lately arrive'd, but some 
time must ekp.j<j before they can bej transported to the points 
at which they can be issued to the differents corps. All these 
services must necessarily be impeded, if not entirely stopped, 
by the necessity of being in a state of preparation in front, 
which the 'existence of la pelile guerre would undoubtedly 
occasion, and these objects are most essential to this country 
if wetare to be attacked, and to the perfection of our army, if 
circumstances should enable us to nfakc a forward movement. 

“It am not insensible of the advantages which we shoadd 
derive from tj^ successful issue of an expedition, such a^' you 
have proposed, particularly on tjfe state of thg war in Spain. 
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But I think that the Spaniards begin to be sensible of the advan¬ 
tages which they derive from our position in' this country, and 
are aware that circumstances do not allow us to interfere with 
me’e activity, at present, in the operations of the war. Upon 
the whole, I prefer not to undertake this expedition. 

‘ In answer to your letter of the 17th, I will only tell you, 
that it has excited any feeling in my mind excepting anger. 
I have abeady told you that I shall regret exceedingly the 
existence of a necessity to‘ place in other hands the command 
of our advanced guard ; and I shall regret it particularly, if 
it should deprive me of your assistance altogether. 

‘ I expect Marshal Beresford here in a day of two, when 
I shall be able to make arrangements that may enable me 
to leave you in the command of your division, which I am 
very anxious to do. In the mean lime, you have the three 
battalions of Carjadores; as I do not mean t6 withdraw the 1st 
and 2r.d till I shall see the Marshal. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brig. Gen. B. Craufurd. ‘ W ELLINGTON. 

‘ I have omitted to tell you, that if you have any thing to 
communicate which would require greater certainty anjl 
celerity than your hussars or the parte doulcl give, there arc 
post mules on the road between this and Almeida.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ My dear Sir, Viseu, 2 1st April, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the lGlli, and return your 
Proclamation, which I think very good. I have made an 
addition of one paragraph, jest to point ouj ‘that every indi¬ 
vidual in the country has duties to perform, and that he will 
be punished if he omits to perform them. However, omit it, 
if you think it will make the proclamation too long, or alter 
it if you think proper. * 

‘ Tl\e state* of opinion in England is very unfavorable to 
the Peninsula > The ministers are as much alarmed, as the 
public, or as the Opposition pretend f to fie; and they appear 
to* be of opinion that I aim inclined to light a desperate (battle 
which it, to answer no purpose. . ^ 

‘ Their private letters are in some degree at variance with 
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tlieir public instructions, and I lia'te .called for an explanation 
of the former, which, wllfen it arrives, will show me more 
clearly what they intend. v 

« The instructions are clear enough, and 1 am willing 
to act under them ; although they throw upon me the whole 
responsibility of bringing away the army in safety, after staying 
in the Peninsula till it shall be necessary # to evacuate it. But 
it will not answer in these times to receive private hints and 
opinions from ministers, which, if’attended to, wonld lead to 
an act directly Contrary to the spirit, and even to the letter of 
the public instructions; at the same time that, if not attended 
to, the danger of the responsibility imposed by the public in¬ 
structions is increased tenfold. 

‘ I have for some time turned over in my mind the expe¬ 
diency of making an attempt upon the magazine at Salamanca 
at least, with a most anxious desire t?> carry it into execution. 
The fajet is, however, that .according to the accounts We have 
of the enemy’s strength, it is probable that I should not be 
able to accomplish any thing, excepting probably the relief of 
Astorga, which I do not conceive of such importance as to in¬ 
duce me to incur the risk and inconvenience of moving my 
•troops out of the strong country into the plains. 

‘ We have immediately in our front, at Salamanca and 
Ledesma, and on the Torm&s, the corps of Ney and of Loison, 
which I do not think can be reckoned less than 30,000. Withe 
. out breaking up my arrangement? on the Tagus and south of 
the Tagus, I could not collect so many men in this quarter.* 
I will suppose, however, that I should be able to oblige Ney 
to withdraw across the Tonnes : there is no doubt that, with 
a force much inferior to mine, he wonld he able’to prevent me 
from crossing J#at river to obtain possession of Salamanca, at 
least for the number of days which would .be necessary to 
bring to his support the corps commanded by Kellerman, 
which is in the eastern parts of Castille; and if necessary, that 
commanded fey Jlimit, engaged in the blockade of Astorga. 

1 should then be obliged to retire again into Portugal, having 
effected nothing excepting the momentary relief of Astorga, 
which place, if Ney .should find* himself sufficiently strong 
witiout the.assistance of Junot’s carps, would not be relieved' 
by this opejjption. 

vot. VI 

• r 
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‘ I do not think the pcssession of Astorga, by the enemy, 
to be an object of very great importance in the existing situa¬ 
tion of affairs. It is better they should not have it un¬ 
doubtedly; but it is not an object of such importance as to 
induce me to incur the risks and submit to the inconveniences 
of a forward movement at present. Those risks are obvious. 
The inconveniences -are the delay in the complete equipment 
of the Portuguese troops, and the interruption in their disci¬ 
pline which must be the consequence of any forward movement. 
Both armies are becoming stronger and motb efficient every 
day, and more likely to be able to effect the great object for 
which they are kept in this country; and I do not think I 
should he justified in interrupting the course of measures 
which are tending to their improvement and perfection, by an 
operation of doubtful result; and which, even if successful, 
would not accomplish an object of any great importance to the 
war. ' 

‘ To these objections, add those to which you have adverted; 
viz., the complaints which would be made in England, when 
it should he known that the army had retired, even after it 
should have accomplished that which is certainly an object, 
the destruction of the enemy’s magazines, which are evidently 
fomed for an attack upon this country ana its defences ; and 
it will appear that it is not advisable to undertake the opera¬ 
tion at present. 

* I have my attention, however, steadily fixed upon that 
object; and if I find that the operations in the war, in other 
parts of Spain, should induce the enemy to weaken himself to 
such a degree in'Castille, as to render it probable that 1 should 
succeed in destroying the magazines at Salamanca, I shall 
attempt it, whatever may be the inconvenientv-'of moving the 
troops, or whatever may be the consequences in England. 

‘ It would he very desirable to establish the channel of 
information which you propose, and I strongly recommend 
you to establish it. We are sadly deficient it\ good infor¬ 
mation, $nd all Vhe cJPorts which 1 have made.to obtain it have 
failed ; and all that\ve know is the movement of the troops at 
the moment, or probably after it is made. The French, how¬ 
ever; keep their plans anck designs, if they have any forrfeed, 
so secsetpihat it would be almost impossible to qhtain intelli- 
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gence of them, e'ten though there were not the difficulties in 
the way which at present exist. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

( 3 .. » 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq. ‘Wellington. 

‘ I have written a letter to the Prince IJegent, which I pro¬ 
pose to send to the Regency to be forwarded. I'shall send 
you a copy of it. I have praised ’thck existing Government, 
and held up all they have done.’ 


Lieut. General discount Wellington , K.B ., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ My dear Sir, l Viscu, 22ncl April, 1609. 

‘ I enclose the njost accurate account.that we can at Resent 
make out of our strength for embarkation, and a lettcr.from 
the Quarter Master General* to Captain Mackenzie explana¬ 
tory of it. This return will show how erroneous the last was. 
Indeed it did not include some of the corps lately arrived, nor 
many of the sick absent, who it is understood will be able to 
embark with their corps. 

I should recommend that, if it should be possible, arrange¬ 
ments should be made for the ^reception in hospital ships for 
more than the number of men stated in the enclosed paper. 
If we should come to blows with* the French, we shall cer¬ 
tainly have some wounded, whom it \till be necessary to put in 
hospital ships. It might be expedient therefore most probably 
that all the spare tonnage, not required for the 35,000 men, 
should be fitted up in this manner. 

, Believe me, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral - " 1 Wellington. 

the lion. G. Berkeley.' 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Messrs. Bulkeley Son. 

‘ Gentlemen, ‘Viseu, 23vl April, 1810. 

‘ I reived only last night your letter of the 14th instant, 
which I imagine that* you llhd transmitted by some private 
hand. ( > 

* I am much concerned tfiatMr. Livingstonejias suffered hy 
his connection wfth Mr. Philips. £11 that is known here of 
that ^ntlPmap is, that he was encouraged hj the late Secretary 
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of StaAe and by the present Commissary in Chief, to purchase 
in the ports in the Mediterranean grain for the use of the 
arflries in the Peninsula; _ and I authorised the purchase by the 
Commissary General of this army of that which was brought 
to Portugal, at the cheapest rate at which the same kind of 
grain was to be sold at Lisbon. It was not in my power to 
authorise "the purchase of the grain at any other than the 
cheapest late; nor is it,now in my power to authorise the Com¬ 
missary General to give any advance of price for the last 
cargoes of grain beyond that which was settled; although I 
should he happy to do any thing in my power for the relief of 
Mr. Livingstone. 

‘ The purchase frorp Mr. Philips was fjirther recommended 
by 4iie taking payment for the grain in hills upon the Lords of 
the Treasury, which \t as a convenience in the great scarcity of 
specie in Portugal. 

‘ If you wish it, I will forward your letter of the 14th April 
to be laid befoTe the Lords of the Treasury, to endeavor to 
prevail upon their Lordships to make some allowance to Mr. 
Livingstone for the losses lie has sustained, in consequence of his 
connection with Mr. Philips, and his perseverance to serve the 
public, notwithstanding the loss which lie had first sustained. 
This representation in favor of Mr. Livingstone will conic in aid 
of one which I had already made to their Lordships in favor of 
Mr. I'liilips, when I conceived that the grain imported really 
belonged to him, to induce their Lordships to consent to an 
abatement of the amount of the demand on account of the 
public for the freight of the grain. 

‘ Mr. Livingstone will be entitled to the full amount of the 
benefit which may be derived from this application, in respect 
of the freight.for the cargoes last, arrived in Portugal. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Messrs. Bulheley $ Son.' ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. Generul discount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 

Mv dear General, ‘ Viseu, 23ril A[. -il, 1810. 

, IJ 

£ I <have just.received your two letters of the 22nd. 1 am 

concerned to find that minp of the 20th had W reached vou, 
wfiich contained an answer tt yours of the l8fh; 1 nftv en- 
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close a duplicate 0 / it. If Ruman’s report of the 20th turns 
out to be correct, I shall attempt something on a lygef scale, 
if I can. 

‘ I wrote my letter to Ciudad RodHgo merely to dyaw from 
the Junta the explanation which they are about to give. The 
Spaniards I believe think it necessary to our existence to assist 
and protect them ; and I have more than #nce been obliged to 
remind different authorities with whiy.li I have been i^commu¬ 
nication, that their protection is their mvn concern ; and that 
if they expect thht we should assist them, they must give us 
every assistance of provisions and supplies which the country 
can afford. * 

‘ The letter, to which the deputation frpm Ciudad Rodrigo 
is bringing the ansi^r, was? written in consequence of an inti¬ 
mation, in not very civil terms, that the small supplk >c #wfiich 
you receive from the country in which you are stationed, and 
for whioli l believe you pay ready money, could no longer be 
afforded. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brig. Gen. It. Craufurd.' * Wellington. 

• Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.H., to Lieut. General Hill. 
■My hear Hill, * ' Viseu, 24th April, lSlO. 

**I received yesterday evening your letter of the 20th. It is 
very desirable that your cavalry should be kept complete. But 
as long as the enemy will allow us to remain in a state of 
tranquillity, which at.prcsent they do not seem disposed to in¬ 
terrupt, it is desirable that we should keep the Portuguese 
troops in those stations in which they will be disciplined, and 
can l?e equipped. It is desirable therefore that the brigade in 
question should Isfc allowed to remain ht Salvaterra; and I shall 
take care to order it forward in time. It is alsd desirable that 
the four squadrons of different regiments which you have had 
with you hitherto, instead of the brigade to which I have above 
referred, should’be allowed to go to the stations which Marshal 
Beresford will have appointed for them, in order that they 
likewise?may be equipped and got into order. » 

‘I all all take cafe tb»t you shall have a due proportion 
of Bntish and Portuguese cavalry, Mien you shall he likely 
to come in confcict with the enemy. * 

‘ Belfcve me, fcc. 

W ELLINGTON. 


‘ Lifut. General Hill.' 
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L\eut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., id Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

• Sir, ‘ Viseu, 24tli April, 1810. 

•Lieutenant General Sir John Sherbrooke, being disabled by 
bad health from continuing to serve with the army in the 
Peninsula, is about, to return to England, and I shall be much 
obliged to'you if you will make arrangements to have him, and 
the officers of his suite,, conveyed to England in a ship of war. 
He is desirous, if possible, to be landed at Portsmouth, in 
order to avoid the long journey to London from the Western 
ports, to which he'is not equal in his present state of health. 
Sir John Sherbrooke will be at Lisbon about the 5th or 6th of 
May. . » 

• ‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

'Vice Admiral “ ‘ Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

• My dear Sir, ‘ Viseu, 24th April, 1810. 

4 1 am much obliged to you for your letter of the 21st, anu 
I Anxiously hope that the news of the desertion of the Italian 
troops at Cadiz may be confirmed. 

4 The embarkation returns sent do not include General, or 
Commissariat, or Medical staff. But Captain Mackenzie has 
a list of the whole, and has been directed to give the agent of 
transports an accurate return of them. 

4 1 am much obliged to you for the telegraph books. 

‘ Believe me, See. 

‘ Vice Admiral ■ Vv ELLINGTON. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K. B., to C. Sti art, Esq. 
‘Sir,, ‘ Viseu, 24th April, 1810 . 

4 1 am sorry to - inform you that Lieut. -, of the 2nd 

battalion 66th regiment was shot in a, duel-a few days ago, as 

is supposed, by Lieut.-of the same regiment. 1 

‘ f enclose letters from Lieut. General Hill, ^Lieut. Colonel 
Col borne, and from three officers of the 66th regiment, knd the 
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proceedings of a Court of Inquiry irtto.the circumstances which 

occasioned the duel. LieSt.-is under arrest^ and if the 

Government of the country think proper to order that he and 
the other officers concerned should Jie tried by the tribunal of 
the country, they shall be given up; if not, I shall give direc¬ 
tions that they be tried by a General Court Martial. 

‘ I have the honort.o be, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq.' ‘ W ELLyJGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ Sir, ‘ V^aeu, 24th April, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 2Jst instant regarding 
the Danish ships aft Oportb. 

‘ I have the liquor to enclose the copy of a letter Jvbieh I 
wrote to the Secretary of State of the*Portuguese Government 
upon this subject, when I transmitted the report of the Com¬ 
mandant of Oporto regarding the conduct of the Captain of 
his Majesty’s shifl Growler. 

‘ As I was the commander of the army by which Oporto 
was liberated from the enemy, I have always refrained from 
•interfering, in any mapner, respecting the disposal of those 
Danish vessels, and have only pointed out to the Portuguese 
Government the steps which they ought to take, if they did 
not think proper that these vessel? should be removed by order 
.of Vice Admiral Berkeley from Oporto. 

‘ I never saw the orders given by his Majesty respecting the 
Danish ships found in the Tagus when the French were re¬ 
moved from Portugal in September, 1808; but I can easily 
conceive that the principle of those orders woulcf not apply to 
the Danish vessels found in the Dourb when the French were 
removed from Oporto in May, 1809. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq.' ‘ Wellington. 

Jj\eut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B.,do Vice Admiral 
• the Hon. G. Bexkeley. 

• Sirtl '» ‘ Viseu, 26 th April, 1810 . 

‘ 1 have the honor to*enciose a letter, and its enclcsurp, re¬ 
ceived from Lieut. General Payne; and I beg t leave to recom- 
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mend that you will give, such directions as you may think pro¬ 
per, regarding the cleansing of afl the horse transports at 
Lisbon. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

'Vice Admiral ‘Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

f' 

Lieut, general Viscount Wellington, K.B.,to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ Ms dear SlR, ' ‘ Viseu, April 26th, 1810. 

‘ I enclose the copy of a letter which I have written to the 
Prince Regent, which I trust may have tlu? t effect of strength¬ 
ening the hands of Government here, and of aiding any 
representat ions you may make upon the subject through Lord 
Strangford. ' 

^ , ‘Believe me, &ct 

' C. Stufirt, Esq: ‘ W ellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the%arl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

’ Mv Lord, ' Viseu, ‘ifitli April, 1810. 

‘ The head quarters of the corps of Rognier were moved on 
the l l6th from Villa Nueva de la Serena to Merida; and after 
sending detachments on the left of the Guadiana as far as Los 
Santos and Zafra, probably to. embarrass the movements of the 
Spanish troops under the .command of Generals Ballesteros, 
and Contreras, they collected their troops at Merida on the 
20th. 

‘ They attacked the advanced guard <}f O’Donnell’s division 
at La Boca, on the right of the Guadiana, on the 21st, find 
destroyed some coinparfics of his light infantry; and on the 
22nd manifested an intention of attacking his position at Al- 
burquerque. General O’Donnell had however been joined by 
General Mendizabel’s division from Campo Mayor; and Lieut. 
General Hill informs me, on the 23rd, that 'be intended to 
mare hir corps'through the Sierra de S ,u Marmede and across 
the frontier, which' movement was likely to relieve General 
O'Donnell effectually, and' it is probcble that the enem^ will 
have retired. 

‘ General Contreras was with his brigade at ^X.erez de los 
Cavalleros, and General Ballesteros with his division at Arochtr, 



1810 . 


VISEU. 


57 


by the last accounts. The^cotnmunicaiion of both with Bada- 
joz appeared to be secure. 

‘ Marshal Mortier had the advanced guard of his corps in 
the Sierra Morena, since the Spanish troops of Ballesteros 
and Contreras had been obliged to retire ; and the main body 
of the corps is on the right of the Guadalquivir, not far from 
Seville. 

‘ There has been no movement af any consequeqpe in I .eon 
or Old Castille; and I have had no accounts from Cadiz of a 
later date than tl*o 4th instant. 

‘ 1 have the honor t<j be, &c. 

• The Eorl of Liverpool.' ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B ., to C. Stuart, fyq. 

• Mv dear Sir, ‘ Vis&u, 27th April, 6 a.m. 1810. 

• * Siqpe I sent off the cqurier yesterday I have received 
accounts of the enemy being in motion on the frontier, appa¬ 
rently with an intention of investing Ciudad* Rodrigo; near 
to which place some of their troops were on the evening of 
the 25th. 

‘ I have not heard of their having raised the siege of As- 
torga, and I do not think they have force for both operations; 
Inn as they have for some tinlc been preparing for the siege of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, and as their movements certainly demonstrate 
an intention to invest that place, .1 have put our troops in 
motion, and am just setting out for Celorico, where I shall be 
this evening. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• C. Stuart, Esq: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut* General Hill. 

• M v dear Hill, ‘ Viseu, 27th April, 6 a.m. 1810. 

‘ The enemy are in motion on this part of the frontier, and 
apparently interfd to invest Ciudad Rodrigo; ne.jr which place 
some of their troops were on the evening of*fhe 25th. *1 have 
put oifr*troops in motion ; and I am,just setting out for Celo¬ 
rico, where I shall be this afternoon. , 

‘ I wish that yon would put General Slade’s brigade in 
motion, by Villa Velha,* Castello^Branco, &c., Belmonte, to 
Gulirda.. Let* them move by regiments if •possi&le; if not,‘by 
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three, or two squadrons.’ Let the Portuguese brigade of 
cavalry'at Salvaterra be moved up to their situation. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General llill.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Crau/urd. 

* My dp.aV General, ‘Celorico, 27tli April, 9 p.m. 1810. 

‘ Your letter of the 25th at night, which I received last 
night, coupled with the accounts which I before received of 
the preparations of the enemy at Salamanca for the siege of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, induced me to put the army in motion for 
this point, and I arrived here this afternoon. The first division 
will be here, and in this neighbourhood, to-morrow, and the 
cavalry and the Portuguese troops on the succeeding days. 

4 I still doubt, however, the intention to make a serious 
attack upon Ciudad Rodrigo. 1 do not think the enemy is 
sufficiently strong for that operation without calling in Junot’s 
corps; and I understand that the attack upon Astorga still 
continues. However, interested as we are to preserve Ciudad 
Rodrigo, and particularly not to allow that place to fall into 
thf enemy’s hands, without making an. effort to save it, I 
should not have been justified if I had taken no notice of the 
movements made since the 23rd, connected with other recent 
preparations, notwithstanding the inconvenience which this 
movement is to us. 

‘ I shall stay here to-morrow to arrange the stations of the 
troops, and fo look about me a little,, unless 1 should receive 
this night any intelligence which may make it desirable that I 
should be nearer to you. 

J 1 ry 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Brig. Gen. R. Crau/urd: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Q. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ My oear Sir, * 4 Celorico, 28th April, 1810. 

‘ 1 have received your letter of the 23rd, and I shall com¬ 
municate my opinion on the plan foC establishing martial law 
in the country when you send it to me. 

fThe courier \o whom you refer ds having t'tcn too late for 
the packet, left Viseu on Thursday the 19th, at shout.half-past 
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four in the afternoon: he^did not arrive in Coimbra, thirteen 
leagues distant, till Friday the 20th, at a quarter |mst*three in 
the afternoon. Beresford did not detain him oge minute: he 
had no letters to send by him, but finding him so late, he had 
the courier warned of the danger of longer delay, and the hour 
of his departure from Coimbra, half-past three, was marked 
upon his passport, with a warning by tin# Adjutant^ General of 
the Portuguese army not to delay. Coimbra btjjng thirty- 
three leagues from Lisbon, he ouglft still to have been at 
Lisbon in thirty hours, which would have brought him to half¬ 
past nine on Saturday night, and he would then have been in 
time for the packet. 

' If this courier, whose name is Jase Gregorio, is not 
punished, it is in fain to bxpect the Portuguese Government 
will punish any bpdy, or will ever be yell served. 

‘ The packet ought to sail, according to the former gde, by 
the earliest tide on Sunday morning. I do not wish it at any 
time to be delayed for my letters beyond the afternoon’s tide 
of Sunday. 

‘ The enemy have given no further indication of their in¬ 
tentions since I wrote to you yesterday. They are not in any 
very great numbers before Ciudad Ilodrigo. Our movement 
continues. 

* Direct to me in future to the care of the Postmaster at 
Coimbra or of Thomar. 1 thmk T shall get your letters 
soonest by Thomar. 

‘ Believe me, fcc. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq.' ‘ Wellington. 


•Lieut. General Viscount Wellington. K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

* Sl R) ‘Culorieo*28tli April, 1810. 

‘ I have had the honor of reccivihg your letter of the 23rd 
instant, relative to the removal of the Conde de Redondo from 
his office. “ 

‘ I have already given you my opinioii, upo*i that subject, 
and I,have written upoir it this day a letter to l)ont Miguel de 
]?orjaz, which it is probable that the*Government-will commu¬ 
nicate™ you. t , 

‘ I should ji'commenck that lhe_ Regency should n<A make 
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any arrangement for filling the vacancy in their body, occa¬ 
sioned by thte secession of the Marquis das Minas. 

‘ The principal strength of the Regency consists in the 
regularity' and legality of'their appointment by the Prince 
Regent; and I know of no person in Portugal whose assist¬ 
ance, as a colleague in the Government, would compensate for 
the loss of,this advantage, by their making any addition or 
alteration tn their body by their own assumed and illegal 
authority. 

‘ As the secession of the Marquis das Minas from the 
deliberations of the, Regency may be attributed to an intrigue 
among the Fidalgos, it is certain that the whole of that body 
would object to the* new appointment, and would thereby 
increase the difficulties oY Government. 

‘ Till- party of the,.Fidalgos, and of the Marquis das 
Minas ?t the Court of the Brazils, would most probably also 
succeed in prevailing upon the Pritice Regent to disapprove of 
and annul this nt;w appointment; and thus a fresh blow would 
be given to the authority and credit of the Government, on a 
point on which they would have exceeded their powers and 
would have acted illegally. 

* I recommend, therefore, that the Government should not 
appoint a new member to the Regency. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* C. Stuart, Esq.' ' ‘ Wkllington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.R,, to Vice Admiral 
the Hon G. Berkeley. 

• My ni’AK Sir. * Colorico, 29tli April, 1810. 

‘ I am much obliged to you for your letter of the 25th, and 
the arrangement for the embarkation of thb army, which I 
received this morning. 

4 1 am concerned to learn that-has given you 

cause to be dissatisfied with him. I know nothing of him ex- 
cepting upon ( the service, in which he was very active, and 
gave gVeat satisfaction to Captain Malcolm, as well as to the 
officers of thebavy. 

/ Mr. Stuart will have informed y6u of our movement, and 
its causes. I still doubt, however, the intenlions'of the French 
to a/tack Ciudad'Rodrigo a* present. 
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* 1 have given direction! that 400,000 pounds of salt pro¬ 
visions may be sent from the Tagus to Cadiz, And 'shall be 
obliged to you if you will allow them to sail. . 

‘ I am also anxious to have irf*the Mondego four of the 
heavy guns, with their travelling carriages and ammunition, in 
ease circumstances should enable me to make a dash at the 
magazine at Salamanca, that I may not 6o disappointed in my 
object, by the want of ordnance, to breach a.eonven/ which the 
French have fortified there. The commanding officer of the 
artillery has given his directions to Colonel Fisher. The 
whole that is requjfed will be in one ship,.and I shall be very 
much obliged to you if you will send her to the Mondego. 

‘ Believe m<^ &c. 

* Vice Admiral ‘ W kllincton. 

the Hun. G. Berkeley. 

‘ I Conclude that your sow has set off.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
B. Craufurd. 

‘ My deak General, . ‘ Celorico, 29tli April, 1810. 

1 1 received in tl*e night your letter of yesterday. I Risli 
tltot Carrera had mentioned bis reasons for doubting the 
enemy’s intention to attack Ciudad llodrigo. I have doubted 
.it, because I do not think they ha we sufficient force for all they , 
are undertaking at .present, even allowing Ney’s force, with 
Loison’s, to be 30,000 men, which nobody but myself has 
ever estimated it. * ■ 

‘ # I have a report which states that King Joseph has re¬ 
turned to Sevfifc. If this be true', it is not likely that the 
enemy will undertake any thing serious in this quarter. Did 
the muleteers, who mentioned the heavy artillery to Cornet 
Tuite, see it in motion, or at Salamanca? 

‘ I have accounts from Cacliz to the 16th instant—nothing 
extraordinary. 

‘ Believe me, &tc. 

‘ Brie^ Gen. B. Craufura. ‘ Wellington. 
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■ IJeut. &.:neral Fiscnunt Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 

„ H. Wellesley. 

Mv UEAft Henry, W ‘ Celorieo, 29th April, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letters of the 5th and 16th instant. 

‘ In answer to the first, relating to the supply of provisions, 
you and General Graham are aware of the motives which in¬ 
duced rne'-to desire that the British troops at Cadiz should be 
fed l>v the Spanish Government, as one of the conditions on 
which I consented to detach them ; and you and he must 
decide upon the propriety or necessity of departing from that 
condition. 

‘ I trust that the Government at home \yill have it in their 
power to supply the money which will be deficient for the sup¬ 
port of' the army, and-*for the performance of the King’s 
engagements in this country, in consequence of the diversion 
of the money raised at Cadiz from those objects, to the pay¬ 
ment for supplies, and for the formation of British magazines 
at that place. 

‘ I have long known of the dissatisfaction existing in the 
French army, but they still continue to march and to fight. 
It would he advisable for the Regency to-offer a reward for 
every Frenchman, or soldier in the French service, brought in 
alive to any post occupied by any of the allied troops. This 
measure was adopted with some success by General Guest a. 
The peasants refrained from the murder of the French 
soldiers, and many consequently deserted." 

‘ 1 have perused your dispatch of the 15th (No. 19) to the 
Secretary of State with great interest. S r de Souza’s conduct 
is extraordinary; for if I recollect rightly, 1 recommended 1 to 
him not to urge the claim of his Government to 01iven<}a at 
the present moment. 1 know that 1 had a conversation with 
Lord Wellesley upon that subject, and we agreed that it was 
best for the Portuguese Government to refrain fiam urging 
the claim, and rl think 1 communicated this opinion to S r dc 
Souza. 1 Although 'the war which ended in the cession of 
Olivencja was unjust, and the Spanish Regency, and all those 
seriously opposed to the French and their political system,^may 
be disposed to acknowledge it, I doubt whether the Regency, 
or any other Spanish Ministers, would or could <&de that pos¬ 
session, merely as an act of grace* and justice to the Portuguese 



1810. C^LORICO. 

Government, or tp induce, the Portuguese Government to 
agree to carry into execution an article of an rjd treaty 
regarding disputed boundaries in America. 

‘ The acknowledgment of the right of succession in the 
Princess of Brazil is 'stated to be an object to both govern¬ 
ments, and I shall state presently where I conceive our inte¬ 
rest is involved in this article of the propped treaty. F sus¬ 
pect, however, that the first article of the treaty is thp motive 
for its execution, at least by the Spanislf Ministers. 

‘ I do not know whether you have observed the difference 
in the statement rn^de by S r de Bardaxi and S' de Souza, of 
the nature of this proposed treaty. The former states it to be 
a treaty of offensive and defensive alliance y the latter a treaty 
of defensive allianch. Both powers being engaged in a war 
with France for tliuir existence, this difference would noMmuch 
signify, if it were not connected with opinions regarding the 
conduct'and operations of the war, which are very important. 
The fact is, that the Spanish Government and officers have 
always entertained, or have pretended to entertain an opinion, 
that the Portuguese nation have not done their duty in the 
war; and they have wished to involve the Portuguese army, as 
well as the British army, more actively in its operations, as 
the^ term it, but, as I should^ say, to induce them to carry it 
on in their manner, which would have put the French in pos¬ 
session of the Peninsula about six tnonths ago. 

•‘I do not know whether the Portuguese Ministers have 
entertained the same .opinions, or have really participated in 
these wishes of the Spanish Government, regarding the opera¬ 
tions of the war, but 1 have, upon more than one occasion, 
beemobliged to refuse my consent to carry on certain opera¬ 
tions with the Portuguese troops, proposed, and even urged, 
by the Portuguese Government, g.t the suggestion of the 
Spanish Ministers. 

‘ The conduct of the Portuguese Government, in these 
instances, was possibly occasioned by their desire to conciliate 
the Spanish Government, and thus to procure a decision in 
favor of* the right of .the Princess of Brazil to the succession ; 
or the/might seriously bSieve that what was proposed to them 
was really an advisable measure. 

‘ Thy Spanish Government, now»sceing the'total destruction 
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of their own army, and means of parrying on the contest with 
activity, a\j 2 desirous by means of this treaty of bringing the 
Portuguese army forward; or of persuading people that the 
Portuguese army will be'more active in future, in consideration 
of the sacrifices which have been made to the Portuguese 
nation; and thus gain for themselves a momentary popularity. 

‘ The truth is that the Portuguese army, which is hardly 
made yet^ has been active in proportion to its means. Portu¬ 
gal has done as much, dnd will do more, in the contest than any 
province in Spain of the same extent and population. 

• It has defended itself; and with our assistance will continue 
to defend itself, unless attacked by very superior forces; and 
in this manner its defence must be an useful diversion to Spain. 
What province of Sjtain, with all the assistance of money 
from 'America, and of, arms-and clothing from England, has 
been able to send and maintain an army beyond its limits, or 
even to defend itself, if attacked by 20,000 men ? Three times 
that number will not obtain possession of Portugal, or pos¬ 
sibly four times. 

• But then, it will be asked, cannot Portugal and Great 

Britain do more ? I answer, certainly not, as long as there is 
no army on foot in Spain. • , 

'* In drawing this first article o/ the treaty, therefore, I con¬ 
ceive that it will be very desirable to avoid giving the Spanish 
government any more influeticc than they have at present upon 
the operations of the Portuguese army. 

‘ If this point is provided for, 1 doubt whether the Spanish 
Ministers will .execute the treaty ; and it remains to be consi¬ 
dered whether any thing of importance will in consequence be 
lost. Oliventja is an object of vanity to the Portuguesct for, 
strange to say, it is the only territory their government has ever 
ceded. The settlement o£ boundaries in America is of no im¬ 
portance to either party. 

‘ The acknowledgment of the right of succession in the 
Princess of Brazil is, I think, an object to us, if we should 
fail in the contest hi the Peninsula, greater than it would be if 
we should succeed. If jt should suit Bonaparte’s purpose 
to murder Ferdinand, he will not be prevented from executing 
it, by knowing that the right of the Princess of* Brazil to suc¬ 
ceed' to the crowii is acknowledged. 
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‘ The object of, the treaty in recognising the succession of 
La Carlotta is nugatory, unless Bonaparte should $ut •Ferdi¬ 
nand to death. 

‘ As I believe there is no doubt but that, by law> Carlotta 
cannot be Regent, if she is the declared successor to the crown, 
the object of the Portuguese Government, in acceding to this 
article of the treaty, will be equally disappointed.^ I do not 
believe that either party looks farther than the Peninsula in 
this arrangement, but we ought to vietf it in another light. 

‘ First; if the allies should succeed in obliging the French to 
evacuate the Penin|ula, which is not a very probable event at 
presentand Secondly; if the allies should fail, and the French 
should obtain possession of the Peninsula *— 

‘ In either case,*but particularly in the last, it is most pro¬ 
bable that Ferdinrnd and his brother wpuld be murdered. I do 
not conceive that it would be a desirable arrangement for Great 
Britain, that the whole Peninsula and South America should 
be in the hands of one Sovereign. However, that is not a very 
probable event at present; and even if we could succeed in 
obliging the French to evacuate the Peninsula, I think that the 
Portuguese would take care that the Ring of Spain should 
never be King of Portugal. 

‘ The second hypothesis is, I am sorry to say, the most pro¬ 
bable ; and in the view of this event, I do consider the acknow¬ 
ledgment of the right of Carlotta to be very important to us. 
It provides a legal government for ail the colonies of Spain ; and 
if our government should manage the evacuation of Portugal, as 
they ought, when we shall be obliged to evacuate this country, 
we shall carry away an army capable of establishing and main¬ 
taining her authority and that of her race in those countries. 

‘ The interest?of the Spanish and Portuguese governments 
are equally involved with tfiose of Great Britain in this view of 
the question ; and I acknowledge that I think it very import¬ 
ant that this article of the treaty should be executed in some 
formal manner or other. 

‘ You have now got my opinion upon this subject,»which I 
■•will 'communicate to the King’s Ministers in 'Some shape or 
other; or you may send it to Lord Wellesley if you choose. 

‘ Since I wfote last, Ballesteros and Contreras have both been 
attacked in shb Sierra iftorena, a»d have both been obliged to 
retire with sftme loss. Contreras' brigade* was ut Xqrez de los 

*'OL. VI. 
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Cavalleros, and the division of Bajlesteros $t Aroche, when I 
received th ;last accounts from Badajoz of the 26th. 

‘ Regnier’s corps has again crossed the Guadiana at Merida, 
and attacked the advanced guard of the left division of the 
Marquis de la Romatw’s corps at La Roca on the 21st, when 
they destroyed some light infantry. General O’Donnell, who 
commanded this division, was joined at Alburquerque by Ge¬ 
neral Mendizabel from Campo Mayor; and Regnier was 
moving to attack them, when he heard of a movement made 
by General Hill with his corps through the Sierra de St. 
Marmede, when he retired again to Merid^. 

* By the last accounts of the 16th, the French had not made 
any impression upon. Astorga; nor had the Spaniards under 
General Mahy, &c., made any effort* to relieVe the place. 

‘ Th«s French have received considerable reinforcements in 
the Asturias, and are again in possession of Oviedo. 

‘ On the 24th, the enemy made- a general movement on the 
Tormes towards Ciudad Rodrigo; and since the 25th, they 
have had a small corps of infantry near that place, and have 
invested it, with their cavalry on the right of the Agueda. I 
doubt their intention to attack the place at present, as 1 do not 
think them sufficiently strong. But the British and Portu¬ 
guese armies are in motion, to attempt its relief if they should. 

‘ Ever ypurs, most affectionately, 

• The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley .’ ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B.', to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ My DEAR SjR, ‘ Celorioo, 29th April, 1810. 

‘ I am much obliged to you for the perusal of your dispatch 
(No. 60) to Lord Wellesley regarding the right of the Princess 
of Brazil to succeed Ferdinand. 

‘ I enclose the extract of a letter which I have written to 
my brother Henry upon that subject, which you may send to 
Lord Wellesley if you think proper. * 

* The-accounts of yesterday do not make the enemy’s designs 
more dear than they were. If it is true, as they say from 
Badajoz, that Joseph has returned to Seville, it is almost cer¬ 
tain that they have no serious intention upon Ciutlad Rodrigo. 

‘ Believe me, &c.' 

• C. Stuart, Esq -’ 1 ‘Wellington. 
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Lieut. General discount Fuelling ton, KJ}., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

4 Sir, ‘ Celorico, 29th#Apnl, 1810. 

4 I have received your letter of the 15th instant, relative 
to the claim of the merchants of flhe factory at Lisbon to 
be exempt from military billets and other burthens thrown 
upon all the inhabitants of Portugal, in the existing circum¬ 
stances of the country. , 

’ 4 I have not by me copies of the treaties under which these 

gentlemen claim jheir exemptions; but I should conclude that 
all that was intended by the treaties was to place the British 
merchants, residing fit Lisbon for the purposes of their trade, 
in the same situation with the other inhabitants of that city. 
I know that till the late invasion and usurpation by the French 
it was not the practice to billet the officers and soldiers of the 
army upon the inhabitants of Lisbon; and many persons, 
whose property consisted in the rent of houses, have beejj seri¬ 
ously injured in their circunfstanccs by the continuance of the 
practice, first adopted by the French and continued since the 
restoration, of quartering the officers by billets upon the 
inhabitants. 

‘ If my notion is correct that British subjects resident at 
Lisbon cannot claim exemptions of this description, under exist¬ 
ing treaties, not enjoyed by tl-ye inhabitants of the country, it 
follows that as long as the system of billeting the army upon 
the inhabitants of Lisbon continues, the gentlemen of the 
factory must be equally liable to thdin. If however it should 
be decided that these* gentlemen are to enjoy this privilege, I 
do not see on what grounds I can object to the abolition of the 
system of granting billets upon the native inhabitants of 
Lisbon. The officers of the army will thus be put to consi¬ 
derable inconvenience, and the public to some expense for 
lodging-money. 

4 While writing upon this subject, I cannot but observe that 
the moment /or claiming this privilege is not happily chosen by 
the gentlemen of the faetory. , 

I have the honor tc/be, &c. 

• - • * 

•€. Stuart, Esq.' 4 Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Vitcount Wellington, KB., to Liert. General Graham. 
‘Sir, ‘ Celorico. 29 th April, 1810. 

‘ I received only yestqpday your letter of the 6th instant; 
and I have given orders that 400,000 pounds of salt provisions 
may be sent from the* Tagus to Cadiz without loss of time. 

‘ I consider you fully justified by your instructions in 
granting warrants on the officer at the head of the Commis¬ 
sariat at Cadiz, for the issue of money to the officer at the 
head of the pay department. 

* I have the honor to be, &c. 

' Lieut. General Graham.' ‘Wellington. ■ 

Lieut. General Viscourl Wellington, K. B., to Lieut. General Graham. 

' My DEAR Sir, ‘ Celorico, 29th April, 1810. 

| 

‘ I received yesterdaj your letter of the 16th instant. 

‘ AJ 1 questions relating to bat and forage are decided 
according to the Regulations suggested by a Board, of which 
General Sir Thomas Triggc was President; which Regulations 
have been adopted by the Commander in Chief; and orders 
have been given that they should be invariably adhered to. 

‘ I enclose a letter which 1 wrote to the Commander in 
Chief in June last, and his answer, 'relative to the rank of 
British Officers holding Portuguese commissions; which you 
will observe contains a positive decision on the question which 
you have referred for my consideration in regard to Colonel 
Bushe. 

‘ The principle of the decision of the Commander in Chief 
on the relative rank between officers of the British army and 
British officers serving with Portuguese troops, would apply 
to British officers receiving rank from the Spanish Govern¬ 
ment; and when British officers, serving with the Spanish 
troops, meet with British - officers serving with the British 
troops, they must rank according to the seniority of their 
respective Spanish and British commissions. 

‘ When British officers are serving with British troops 
only, there can be jfto doubt that they, must rank according to 
the seniority ot their several commissions from his Majesty. • 

f Being sensible, as you will observe from my letter of the 
7th June to the Commander in Chief, of'the Inconvenience 
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and complaints which woijld be occ^ioned by the grant of 
this advanced rank to British officers by foreign poyvero, while 
his Majesty’s troops might be serving with the armies of 
those powers, I have repeatedly requested the Spanish, Govern¬ 
ment not to grant these commissions without reference to his 
Majesty’s Minister; by whom applications for rank in the 
Spanish army made by officers holding <iis Majesty’s com¬ 
mission have been occasionally referred to me. It is advisable 
that you should urge his Majesty’s Minister to communicate 
with the Spanish* Government upon this subject. 

‘ No officer ought to accept a commission from any foreign 
power without his "Majesty’s permission; 1 received his per¬ 
mission to accept the commissions which I, hold in the Spanish 
and Portuguese siS 1 vices; ‘and I havs been the channel of 
applying for the permission of his Majesty for several officers 
to accept this distinction from the Spanish Government. 

‘ I Conclude that Major General Stewart has applied*to his 
Majesty for leave to accept the rank conferred upon him by 
the Regency. 

‘ When British officers have received his Majesty’s permis¬ 
sion to accept rank from the Spanish Government, and 
have accepted it, I conceive that there is no objection to their 
wearing, particularly in a Spanish garrison, the distinctive 
m&rks of the rank which lias been conferred upon them; 
although it would undoubtedly be* more regular to wear with 
his Majesty’s uniform only what is prescribed by his Majesty’s 
Regulations. 

‘ I refer you to my letter of this date to Mr. Wellesley, for 
an account of the state*of affairs in this part of the Peninsula. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Lieut. General Graham.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 

‘ My dear General, . ‘ Celorico, 30th April, 1810. 

‘ I received yesterday evening your letter' of yesterday 
jHjorning from Gallegos.’ * > 

‘ You have done quitd-right to keep the Ca^adores. The 
order for thei» return was given before we knew of the enemas 
movements upon the frofttier. 

* It ^impossible to draft men ffom one regiment to. another. 
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or from a regiment to another branch of the service in Por¬ 
tugal. • T^e men are all raised by Requisition on the provinces, 
and each province has a certain number of battalions allotted 
to it, to be kept complete A province whose regiment should 
oe drafted would have reason to complain, although none 
of the men were discharged as being unfit for service. Mr. 
Downie’s sickness is unfortunate at this moment, but 1 will 
desire the'Commissary General to send you somebody else. 

• , ' Believe me, &c. 

• Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd. ‘.Wellington. 

* I have a report from Colonel Grant at ,Serradilla in Estra- 
madura, that the enemy are reinforcing Begnier’s corps with 
about 7,000 men drawn from Castille, from Madrid and Toledo. 
There is also a report come from Lamego that the siege of 
Astorg'a is raised, but I doubt its truth.’ <■ 

Lieut. 'General Viscount Wellington, V.B., to Brigadier General Cox, 
Governor of A Imeida. 

• My dear Sir/ ‘ Celorico, 1st May, 1810. 

‘ I received last night your letter, announcing the fall of 
Astorga, and, during the night, that enclosing the letter of 
yesterday from the Governor of Ciudad Rodrigo. 

* The fall of Astorga is an event of gVeat consequence at 
the present moment, and it is obvious that it is the cause'of 
all the late movements of the enemy. 

* They are increasing .their force also in Estremadura. 
However, we are in a state of preparation for all events, and 
I shall act according to circumstances. 

‘If the fqrce near Ciudad Rodrigo is only 4000 men, and 
the Governor wishes to remove them, he is surely able to 
effect that operation himself. Why are th«. English to un¬ 
dertake it ? If he is not able to effect that object, I am sure 
it will answer no purpose for us to relieve him, when he shall 
be more seriously pressed. 

* General Charles Stewart is Arrived at Lisbon j having left 
London on the 13fh April. Tranquillity was re-established 
in London, Sir Francis Burdett being safely lodged, in the 
Tower. 

I beg you to commuiiicate this letter to General Craufurd, 
as I* haVe not time to write to him before the petite sets out. 

' Believe me, &c, 

■ Brig. Genera/ Cox. ' ‘ Wellington. 
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Lieut. General VAcount JValington, K.$., to Marshal Ijeresford. 

‘ My DEAR Beresford, * Celorico.Jst May, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 80th April. Senhor- 

has returned the horse he stole. I have not yet seen Senhor 
-, but he shall likewise make a restitution. 

' ‘ Alas! Astorga surrendered on the 2£nd April^ and it is 
obvious that the enemy knew of its fall before they marched 
on the 24th from the Tormes. v 

‘ The questiod is, what they will now do, and what we 
ought to do. I do not think that Junot will push into 
Galicia. If' he docs, they are not equaf to the siege of 
Ciudad Rodrigo; if he does not, we arc not equal to its 
relief. 

e They have not, yet moved the heavy guns from Salamanca, 
and the rain must, for the present, stop their operations, as 
well asNnirs. All the troops are halted in the situations with 
which you are acquainted. 

'You had better not move to Foz Dab more than 500,000 
rations, keeping up that quantity. We have great difficulties 
about the carts to move forward the magazines only fourteen 
leagues. We have on t}ie Douro and the Mondego not less 
than a million of rations. 

* I shall settle about the de*sertcrs. 

‘ I enclose a letter which I received last night from the 
Duke of Cambridge. Have you iany inclination to receive 
these gentlemen ? 

‘ Charles Stewart is arrived: he left London on the 13th: 
all in great tranquillity : Burdett safe in the Tojver. They 
are ^terribly alarmed in England about our situation, and I 
am advised on alldiands to risk nothing. How do you find 
yourself ? * 

* I have not answered you about your Colonels on the Staff, 

because I want to talk to you upon that subject. I like to 
adhere to principles and genelal rules, whatever may be the 
consequences. , 

' Believe me, &c? 

‘ Marshal Beresford: ’ ‘ Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, liB., to Lieut. Colonel Fletcher, 
Commanding Royal Engineer. 

‘Sir, t ‘ Celorico, 1st May. 1810. 

‘ I enclose you the copy of a dispatch which I have received 
from the Secretary of State, relative to Peniche. 

‘ The reports wjiich you have already made to the late 
Commander of the Forces and me, and the directions which 
I gave you in my lettey of the 3rd of April, show the existing 
and probable early state of Peniche as a place of embarkation 
for the army ; and I have transmitted copies of these papers 
to the Secretary of State by this opportunity. 

‘ I request you now to consider of Peniche in the view 
mentioned in the sefioqd instance by the Secretary of State in 
the enclosed dispatch, viz., as a post to be permanently occu¬ 
pied by his Majesty's troops; and I request you to report to 
me yeur opinion what improvements and additions if, would 
be desirable, and would be practicable, to make to the existing 
works, and their expense; and what ordnance and stores the 
place would require in its improved state. 

‘ 1 conceive that a garrison of 5000 men, of which 2000, 
including artillery, should be British troops, would be fully 
sufficient for this place. I beg you to Lot me know whether 
you concur in this opinion. . L 

‘ It will be desirable that these troops should be in barracks, 
the expense and means of constructing which, in a permanent 
and a temporary way, I request you likewise to consider. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Lieut. Colonel Fletcher.' ‘ W Ellington. 

Lieut. General Viscouqt Wellington, K.R., tp Vice Admirat 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Celorico, 1st May, 1810. 

‘ I have the honor to enclose the copy of a dispatch which 
I have received from the Secretary of State,* relative to 
Peniche. f 

* Your letter t*o me of the 26th October, 1809, of which 
his Majesty’s Government, have a copy, contains your opinion 
of, Peniche as a place of embarkation for the u army ;,and I 
shajj be very mqch obliged to you 4f you wijj communicate 
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your opinion to me, or to the Secretary of State, in respeet 
to the permanent occupation of that post, in the^viev stated 
by the Earl of Liverpool. * 

‘ There appears no doubt that communication could at all 
times be held with the shipping from the north or the south 
side of the Peninsula, excepting during the prevalence of the 
gales from the westward; and the poigts for consideration 
would appear to be the anchorage; the influence of the Ber- 
lingas upon the anchorage; or the .protection which these 
islands could afford in the event of a gale from the westward; 
the possibility of anchoring under the shelter of the peninsula, 
either north or soufh of it, out of reach of site enemy’s fire. 

c I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral. ‘ Wellington. 
the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 


LiSht. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Celorico, 1st May, 1810. 

‘ I am concerned to be obliged to make complaints of 
the Magistrates and people of this part of the country, of 
whose loyalty to their Prince, and zeal for his cause I have 
no doubt ; but the.contest has uow come to that state, and 
ttys frontiers of the country are so seriously menaced, that 
something more than mere professions and goodwill are 
required on the part of the Magistrates and people; and 
Cither the Government must come forward and punish with 
rigor those who withhold the assistance they have it in their 
power to give to the, armies, or my duty to the King will 
oblige me to withdraw his troops from the country, stating 
to the world my reasons for adopting this measure. 

‘ The enemy’s movements upon the frontier have induced 
me to concentrate the allied armies in a greater degree than 
they bad been hitherto ; and of course the subsistence of the 
troops, in '» country already, in some degree exhausted, be¬ 
comes a subject of some difficulty and arrangement. 

‘ Tins difficulty is easily to be overcome, jn consequence of 
“the measures which had been previously adopted.. There are 
not less than one million of rations Jbelonging to the British 
army, and SOb^OOO beloyging to the Port uguese army, on the 
Dpuro»and the Mondegn, within 14 leagues of the a?my. 
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There are not less than 40,000 carts, with bullocks, in the 
different districts of this part of lieira; and yet a sufficient 
number cannot be got for the public service upon this emer¬ 
gency, to more up the magazines to the army. 

‘ I enclose a letter which the Commissary General has 
received from the Magistrate at Lamego upon this subject. 
The Magistrate at ( Trancoso, mentioned in this letter, has 
already givjen me cause of dissatisfaction with him. 

‘ I beg you to communicate this letter to the Portuguese 
Government, and to inform them that if tlje troops cannot 
be subsisted in advance, 1 shall withdraw them to the maga¬ 
zines, and that eventually I shall withdraw them from the 
country altogether. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• C. Stuart, Esq.' ' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. ‘General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, « ‘ Celorico, 1st May, 1810. 

• I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s letter 
of the 6th April; and 1 now enclose a report made by Lieut. 
Colonel Fletcher, the chief engineer, to the late Commander 
of <*he Forces, and a plan of Peniche* I- likewise enclose an 
extract of a letter which I had written on the 8rd of April Co 
Lieut. Colonel Fletcher, directing him to proceed to put that 
place in a state of defence; and his report to me of the 16th 
April, in answer to that communication. 

* These papers will show your Lordslfip the state in which 
that place is at present, and in which, it will be as a place 
of embarkation for the army; and the letter from Admiral 
Berkeley to me, of the 2Qth pf October, 180$,.enclosed in my 
dispatch to yoijr Lordship of the,14th November, 1809, will 
show the Admiral’s opinion upon Peniche in the same point 
of view. 

‘ Lieut. Colonel Fletcher’s report to Sir *Tob.i Cradock 
states the number of men that would be required, as a rear 
guard to an army embarking at Peniche, to be 2000. It also 
states the common resources of the, place; in addition tb" 
w^ich I have directed thaf 100,000 rations of provisions might 
be deposited there, as a resource for thf? garrison which it might 
be deemed expedient to fix df Peniche, and for tfte inhabitants 
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and troops of Portugal whom it might be expedient to place 
there, till means could be provided for their removaj. , 

* From the perusal of these papers, his Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment will be able to form some judgpent of the existing and 
probable state of Peniche as a place of embarkation. 

‘ If this place is to be occupied permanently, it is probable 
that it would require, and might be capable of receiving, some 
further improvements than those which I have directed should 
be made to it. Upon this point I have called for a further report 
from Lieut. Coloael Fletcher, as well as for the accounts of the 
ordnance and stores which will be required for the permanent 
occupation of this ]5ost. The garrison for<his post ought to 
be 5000 men, of which it would be advantageous that 2000, 
including artillery.nnd engineers, shoi*ld*be British troops; 
and there ought to be a store of three months’ provisions, at 
least, for 5000 men, in the place, adverting to the impossibility 
of approaching the coast of.Portugal with victuallers during 
the prevalence of the westerly winds. 

‘ Your Lordship will observe, from Lieut. Cdlonel Fletcher’s 
report, that if ships can approach the coast at all, they could 
always communicate with the land, on the north or on the 
south side of the peninsula, according to the state of the wind, 
which communication might probably be deemed sufficient fcr 
tha ordinary purposes of the garrison. 

‘ I propose, however, to request the Admiral to give a fur¬ 
ther opinion upon Peniche, in reference to the anchorage off 
the peninsula or the Berlingas. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

- The Earl of Liverpool: < ‘Wellington. 

LieHt. General Viscount Wellington % K. B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

* My Lord, • ‘ Cclorico, 1st May, 1810. 

‘ I have received your Lordship’s dispatch of the 5th of 
April. 

‘ I enclose a copy of the letter which I wrote »n the 1st of 
April tq Brigadier General Cox, containing the terms on which 
1 was .disposed to receives deserters* from the French army. 
I have, been particularly cautious respecting the enlistment qf 
persons of this description in the corps of this.army ; and npne 
are .taken who* or their families, an£ not known to some of *the 
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officers, noncommissioned 'officers, ^or privates already in the 
different corps. 

4 The others of the German nation are sent to the depfit of 
the Hangverian legion at'-Lymington; and the Italians, Swiss, 
Russians, Poles, &c.„have been allowed to enlist into the York 
light infantry volunteers, at the request of Brigadier General 
Alexander Campbell, he being colonel of that corps. 

* Some"deserters, Germans as well as of other nations, have 
declined altogether to enlist into the King’s service; and these 
have been sent to England, with a letter to r i;he Commandant 
of the depot, stating that I had promised that means should 
be facilitated to them for their return to their own countries. 
In the mean time, till these means shall be found, your Lord- 
ship will observe that they are to be paid, and in every respect 
treated as British soldiers. 

• The great impediment to desertion is the danger of being 
murdered, which all soldiers of. (he French army incur in 
Spain, when they wander from their quarters, and are found 
singly, or in small bodies, by the inhabitants of the country. 
This impediment was in some degree removed in the last 
year, by the offer of a reward, by General Cuesta, for every 
soldier of the French army brought in by the peasantry; and 
it ‘ is probable that the same measure would produce thejjsame 
effects at present. The re ward,'however, must be offered ‘by 
some person whose character is known in the country, and in 
whom the people have confidence; but unfortunately there are 
none of that description in this part of Spain. 

4 The desertion, however, from the foreign corps in the 
French army is considerable at present; and I understand 
that many join the guerillas in the country, and therefore 
that we cannot be aware of its exact amor At. The loss of 
the enemy in this manner might certainly be increased by 
judicious measures, adopteci by active agents belonging to the 
same countries with these soldiers, in the way of communica¬ 
tion with them, and conveying' to them information of the 
terms ,on whVch they will be received, and of the different 
routes by whirh they might move tof a place of safety, whfn # 
they could escape from thfe French. • 

But this is a service bf serious danger to the person who 
undertakes it. I, do not think the employment, of officers* in 
the manner proposed by yot.r Lordship would answer' as Che 
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enemy would immediately ^liseover* their stations, and would 
cut off all communication Between their foreign corps and the 
stations in which these agents should have fixed themselves. 

‘It is best that the deserters should be received wherever 
they can reach a post of the allied armjps, and be conveyed 
from thence to the sea coast, which is the mode at present 
arranged for the conduct of this business, t 

‘ I have requested Admiral Berkeley to forward to your 
Lordship an account of the vessels in «the Tftgus, as required 
by your Lordship’s dispatch of the 5th instant, as I have not 
the information to enable me to forward it. I understand, 
however, that there* is transport tonnage siffficient to embark 
the whole British army, with its ordnance and stores, and 
2000 horses, besides the men of war in the river. 

» 1 have already informed your Lordship that thegre are 
several Portuguese vessels in the Tagus, which might be em- 
ployed«in the embarkation cither of individuals of the? Por¬ 
tuguese nation, if his Majesty’s Government should think it 
proper to encourage a general emigration, or \he Portuguese 
army. It is necessary, however, that these vessels should be 
previously prepared, in whatever way it may be deemed pro¬ 
per to employ them ; and it is desirable that his Majesty’s 
Minister at Lisbon should be instructed upon this subject. • 

‘ I have*the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ Mv DEAR Sir, ‘ Celorieo, 2nd May, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 28th of Apnl, and I am 

muefi concerned'that-•-.should have displeased 

you. He has not made any .application to me, hut has written 
to me a letter stating what had happened to him, to which I 
have written him a short answer, to express my regret that he 
should have'lncurred your displeasure. 

‘ If he had applied to me 1 should have, told’him vyhat is 
perfectly true, that I have nothing to do witl! hiyi. I recom¬ 
mended him on public grounds only, because he was very 
active and usefpl, and gave great 6atMaction to Captain Mah 
colm and Captain Bligh, as well as to, the officers of the* arjny 
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when it landed in Portugal. But^ie can bf of no use now if 
he does not give you satisfaction. 

‘ The loss of Matagorda is certainly a misfortune in a variety 
of ways.. If, however, care has been taken to assemble within 
the inner harbour a sufficient quantity of craft to establish and 
secure the naval superiority there, it will not be of so much 
importance. If that has not been done, the Isla de Leon may 
be attacked in the rear as well as the front, and the whoie line 
of communication will be open to attack, and I am afraid they 
will not be able to hold it. 

* Believe me, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral 1 Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

(• 

Lied. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
Craufurd. 

‘ My dear General, ■ ‘ Celorico, 2nd Mdy, 1810. 

‘ I received in the night your letter of the 1st. 

‘ There is no doubt that we might now raise the investment 
of Ciudad Rodrigo; but the success of the operation would 
answer no purpose. The enemy’s artillery and means for 
the siege are still at Salamanca, and the question whether we 
stfbuld be able to get possession of them is the same as it was 
a fortnight ago. I am convinced that we should not be able 
to pass the Tormes before'Ney could bring upon us a much 
larger force than I have ;• particularly now that the siege of 
Astorga is finished. 

« I send you the return of Victor’s corps of last year, in 
which you jvill see the organization of'a French corps. It is, 
in fact, an army composed of divisions, brigades, regimpnts, 
and battalions, with its teavdlry, staff, comnrissariat, artillery, 
engineers, &c.,* complete. You'will also observe that the 
cavalry forms a complete division in the corps; and although, 
for purposes of operation, parts of the cavalry may be attached 
at times to divisions of infantrj', the ,division of infantry has 
no cavalry belonging to it. 

• Of these corps there are in our front Ney’s, which *was tjie 
third corps of the army* in Spain ; • Loison’s, which consists, 
\6ith very few exceptiohs, of foreign troops j- Kellerman’s, 
which ‘is the old- sixth corps of the army in i^pain, and was 
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Bessidres’: this bad in it 1808 and the beginning of 1809# 
the Imperial Guards; these were withdrawn earjy last year, 
and it had not been reinforced in infantry, unless by some of 
the conscripts lately arrived; and j’unot’s, or the eighth corps 
of the army in Spain, in Leon, and part of it at Valladolid. 
This corps has arrived since the beginning of the year. 

* The corps complete is nearly 40,000 Inen. I should think 
that if these corps are averaged at about 15,000 or 16,000, it 
is the most they have. I should ‘think Ney has 20,000, 
Loison had 14,(300: I reckon these two about 30,000. Junot 
brought into Spaiij 23,000, and I reckon his corps and Keller- 
man’s about 30,000 more. 

‘ I have heard from Cadiz to the 23rd ; we have lost the 
Matagorda Fort,*but the French have'certainly weakened their 
force in front of Cadiz, and have reinforced their dorps in 
'Estremadura. 

‘ I? the Agueda filled again by the rains ? 

* Believe pie, &c. 

• Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ My dear Sir, m • ‘ Celorieo, 2nd May, 1810. 

* I have received your letters of the 27th and 28th ultimo. 
I agree entirely with you about tfye alterations in the Procla¬ 
mation. Let us have it out soon. I hope it will be of use to 
•us. You see that the plot is thiclfening about us; and if the 
affairs on the eastern side of the Peninsula do not excite a 
diversion in our favor, we shall soon have much upon our 
hands. You will see how matters stand in mj* dispatch to 
th^Secretary of State of this date. 

Believe me, &c. 

• C. Stuart, Esq.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 

* * JSecretc/hy of State. 

i 

f My Lord, ‘ Cdorico, 2nd May, 1810. 

• * Tfie movement* which I informed your Lordship in my 
last dispatch of the 26th of April, that Lieut. General Hill 
intended to tnako through the Sierra de St. Marmede, had 
the desired effect of relieving General O’Dcrhnell from th£ at- 
talk wifh which his position at, Alburquetque ivas threatened. 
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The enemy retired to liis<position at fUerida, end General Hill 
returnecf on Vhe 25th and 26th to Portalegre. 

‘ It appear; that since that time General Regnier has 
received a veinforcement, said to be 4000 men, from Toledo, 
by the bridge of Arzolrispo; and 4000 men arrived at Merida 
on the 26th of April, detached from Mortier's corps in An¬ 
dalusia. Tj'hey recorfhoitred Badajoz, on the right of the 
Guadiana, on the 27th. The divisions of General Ballesteros 
and Contreras, of the M&rquis de Romana’s corps, are in the 
* same positions at Aroche, and near Xerez de los Caballeros. 

‘ By the accounts which I have received,from Cadiz it ap¬ 
pears that the enemy have obtained possession of Fort Mata¬ 
gorda, having been able to bring upon that post a very heavy 
fire. I conclude that your Lordship will 1‘ave received the 
detailed”account of this , event from Lieut. General Graham. 

I understand that the loss sustained in the attack of the 
enemy made upon this post, was 15 rank and file killed, and 
45 wounded. Lieut. Colonel Lefevre* was unfortunately 
killed by a cannon shot at the moment the post was evacuated. 

‘ The accounts from Cadiz tend to confirm the reports that 
the enemy have detached troops from Andalusia into Estre- 
madura. 

- ». 

‘ X received accounts on the night of the 26th of April, 

some hours after I had dispatched the courier with my last 
letter to your Lordship, that the enemy had broken up from 
the Tormes, and had approached Ciudad Rodrigo on the 25th, - 
which place has been since invested on the l ight of the Agueda. 
As soon as I received those accounts, I gave directions for the 
movement of that part of the army which was in the rear 
to this place, and I arrived here on the 27th. General Slade’s 
brigade of Cavalry, which r was*on the south of the Tagus, has 
also been moved’to Belmonte. Thd object of these movements 
is to enable me to collect a sufficient force in this quarter to 
attempt the relief of Ciudad Rodrigo, if 1 should deem it 
expedient. # * «• ‘ 

‘The*enemy, probably prevented by the rain which has 
fallen since the* 26th, has not made any movement of importr 
ance since that day. They have not invested Ciudad Rodrigo 
on^the left of the Aguecla, nor have they moved from Sala- 


<* Of the Roygl Engineer!. 
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manca any of the ordnanc^ or oth6r equipments which they 
had been for some time collecting at that place for this siege. 

1 Since my arrival here I have learnt that Astorga had sur¬ 
rendered on the 22nd; and this event, which renders dis¬ 
posable the corps which had been employed in the attack of 
Astorga, was probably the immediate cause of the movement 
of the enemy to Ciudad Rodrigo. 

‘ His Majesty’s Government will have received Trom the 
King’s Minister at Cadiz the accounts of the‘successes of the 
Spaniards on the* eastern side of the Peninsula, which have 
ended in the relief of Tarragona, and the retreat of Augereau’s 
corps, with the loss o¥ some detachments, updh Barcelona. 

‘ I have the honor to be, Sec. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ W kllington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Host. 

Henry Wellesley. 

* My dkak Hunky, * Celorid), 3rd May, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 23rd instant, and I now 
return those whicli you had received from Colonel Doyle, and 
were desirous of having, again. One fact appears tolerably 
certain, and that is the retreat of the enemy on Barcelona. It 
is tft be hoped that this event may induce them to detach from 
this quarter, where they are collecting an enormous force. 

, ‘ Since l wrote to you on the 20th, I have heard of the 
surrender of Astorga on the 22nd, for want of ammunition. 
This event was obviously the immediate cause of the move¬ 
ment of the 24th and 25th on Ciudad Rodrigo, and it is pro¬ 
bably that Junot’s corps, as well as Ney’s, and Loison’s, and 
Kellerman’s, will*!* upon our hands. • 

* The enemy had not collected any larger forcte near Ciudad 
Rodrigo as late as yesterday, and the heavy artillery had not 
been moved .from Salamanca. The enemy have received rein¬ 
forcements in Extremadura. ?V. corps of about 4000 men 
have entered that province by the bridge af Arzobispcx from 
Tqjedo, and 4000 men of‘Mortier’s corps haVe oome through 
the Siert-a Morena from Sftville. 

‘ As*the corps before Cadiz is weakened, I conclude that th6 
whole of Mortipi’s corps will be in Estremaduva, and thal part 
of the coyas hitherto before Cadiz Will be stationed at Seville, 
vqt,. vi, t 
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I have had accounts from' the Marquis de la Romana of the 
state of the garrisons in Estremadura, an<J of his own army. 
He also tells me that. the siege of Cadiz was raised on the 
93rd, wjiicli cannot be true. 

, 1 Ever yours, most affectionately, 

* TheRt. Hon. H. Wellesley. • Wellington. 

S; 

‘ I am not certain that-will not make a good Go¬ 

vernor of the Balearic Islands, only that he will keep us out of 
them entirely. He is not unlikely to majee them an inde¬ 
pendent sovereignty for himself.’ 

, <• 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

u 

‘ My dear Hill, 1 ‘ O.:lorico, 3rd May, 1810. 

‘ 1 have received your letters to the 30th of April. The 
plot seems to thicken on us in some degree, but, with prudent 
management and decision, I do <not doubt that we shall get 
through our difficulties. 

‘ I have read over all my letters to you, and it does not 
occur to me that it is necessary to give you any further in¬ 
structions. If any point occurs to you on which you think 
you are not fully instructed, or you. entertain any doubts, let 
rife know it, and I will communicate to you my opinion im¬ 
mediately ; and if you are obliged to act in any manner with¬ 
out waiting for my opinion, do so with confidence that I have 
every disposition to approve of every thing you do. 

‘ I consider all the letters which I have written to you, 
although in a private form, to convey official instructions and 
authority upon every point to which they relate. 

‘ I think that you will have Mortier’s corps in Estremadura 
immediately. Even with this reinforcemei f they cannot take 
any of the strong places, nor touch you, till they shall have 
destroyed the Marquis de la Romana; nor do I think they can 
turn your right dank. 

' I entirely approve of ydur mqvement' to aid General 
O’Donnell, and I«shall approve of any thing of the same kind 
upon a future occasion. Recollect, however, that your cavalry 
is not the best, and do not adventure too much in the plains, 
i shall order the 13th Dragoons, however„.to join you.' 

' 1 ‘ Believe me, &c. <• , 

‘ I-ieut. General Hill.' '' r ‘ WelliSgtow. 
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* Have you communicated with* the gentry who have the 
charge and superintendence of the boats on the Tagus ?• That 
is a point highly deserving your attention. 

‘ The enemy have made no movement for some days. The 
heavy artillery are still at Salamanca. A storga was, however, 
surrendered on the 22nd.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., tg Lieut , General Graham. 
‘Sir, ‘ Celorieo, 3rd May, i8I0. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 23rd 
April, enclosing the copy of that which yflu had written on 
the 20th to the Secretary of State. ( 

‘ My opinion is? that the Government and the Commander 
in Chief did not intend that the corps stationed at .Cadiz 
should be considered as an integral part of this army, although 
it was placed under my genural directions by the Secretary of 
State. This is probable from several articles in the instruc¬ 
tions you received from the Secretary of State; and quite 
clear from those which you received from the Commander in 
Chief. 1 also think it probable that Government intended to 
leave to your discretion to act according to the instructions 1 
had given to Major General Stewart, and to adhere to t»ie 
conditions which I had made'when I detached a British corps 
to Cadiz, or not, as you might ilunk proper; as, although 
they must have received copies of all those papers before you 
left England, the instructions to you were not altered, nor, I 
believe, were copies of the papers received from me transmitted 
to you. * s 

‘ J^rom all this, I conclude that Government intended to 
leave to the decision of the genertfl officer on the spot all those 
matters referred to in your instructions. Under these circum¬ 
stances, and particularly having made known to the Secretary 
of State my.doubts whether the corps at Cadiz was to be con¬ 
sidered part of this arrgy, before I had seen the instructions 
you received from the Commander in Chief, I* cannot take 
ujjon me to decide that *it is a part of this irmy, and that its 
details»are to be condudted in a particular manner, different 
from that in which.it appears it was attended in England thdt 
they should bj conducted? f 

*• Affer all, I do not think it Signifies ,mucl,\ in what wav 

O 2 
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they are conducted, excepting as tie decision on this question 
involves another point' to which I shall refer presently, viz., 
your own situation in this army. 

* Whatever might be the degree of the control and responsi¬ 
bility which the Government and Commander in Chief might 
think it proper 1 should have in the affairs at Cadiz, I should 
always have thouglrt it proper to give you my opinion upon 
any thing on which I thought it desirable you should have it; 
and on the other* hand/ if the corps at Cadiz had been part of 
this army, I should have hesitated long, before I should have 
adopted my own opinion in preference to yours. 

‘ The questiorr then comes to be a mere matter of form, 
upon which an early decision is not necessary; and it is as 
well that the authorities in England should decide as that I 
should. 

* The decision is important only in view to your own situa¬ 
tion ift this army. I have certainly long wished that you- should 
be employed with this army ; at the same time that a regard to 
the feelings of Sir John Sherbrooke, whose situation you would 
fill, and a sense of justice to that officer, with whose conduct 
I had every reason to be satisfied, induced me to wish that you 
should not arrive in Portugal till the time beyond which he 
hfcd stated that his health would not allow him to remain, 
and at which he had settled to go home. Your appointment 
to Cadiz has interfered with this arrangement; and the de¬ 
cision which separates the corps at Cadiz from the army in 
Portugal, separates you from it likewise, and would prevent 
you from taking your station in this army if the service should 
offer prospects more agreeable to you, or opportunities in 
which you could serve the public of greater moment than 
those which the situatioa of affairs at Cadi%tshould offer.' 

‘ That is the only reason for which I think it desirable that 
the corps at Cadiz should' be an integral part of this army. 

‘ In respect to the other point adverted to in your letter to 
the Secretary of State, viz., whether t you should continue at 
Cadiz, or join the army in Portugal, supposing the corps at 
Cadiz were considered part of the army in Portugal, I think 
it depends much upon ybur own feelings, and upon the situa¬ 
tion of affairs at Cadi A. I do not think, the t service, in this 
cor.ntfy is likely to hold out a prospect of any thing very 
brilliant: I njust maintain myself on the Penjnsula till,it is 
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necessary to withdraw froil it; and v^hen it is necessary to 
withdraw, I must carry off the army without dijgraCte, and 
without loss, if possible. , 

‘ In the war in which we are engaged, no man can* pretend 
to say how long it will last, or what may be its events and 
circumstances; or in what manner they may influence the 
share and interest which Great Britain haS in the contest. 

* On the other hand, the state of affairs at Cadiz is highly in¬ 
teresting, not onl^ to the Peninsula, buff to Great Britain and to 
the world. You may render the most important services there; 
and to withdraw yc^i from that place might shake the confi¬ 
dence and damp the spirits of the Spanish Government and of 
the people of the town, upon whose exertions the defence and 
ultimate safety of the place must in a’great measure depend. 
However desirable, therefore, it might be to me thatyou«hould 
Be in Portugal, I cannot but think that it would be most ad¬ 
vantageous to the public interests that you should remain at 
Cadiz, at least as long as that place is seriously threatened by 
the enemy. 

" I beg to refer you to my letter to Mr. Wellesley for an 
account of the state of affairs in this quarter. 

‘4 have the honor to be, &c. 

• Lieut. Gen. Graham.' , ‘ Wellington.' 


, Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, JC.B ., to Brigadier General 
It. Craufurd. 

• • 

‘ My dear General, ‘ Celorico, 5th May, 1810. 

‘ I delayed answerin’g your letter of the 2nd, ^ill I should 
have an opportunity of communicating with Marshal Beresford, 
upon the proposition which it contain^ for an augmentation of 
the ration to the Portuguese troops.^ * 

‘ You have been misinformed regarding the price paid for 
meat by th£ Portuguese Government. Their contract price 
is 120 reas per pound, kistead*of 40 reas, as you suppose it is; 
and of course the soldier will be unable to*j?ay 60 reas a day 
for an tfxtra half poqrid of meat, even on those days on which 
he receives 20 reas from the Government instead of wine. 

‘ Khowing,*as I.do, the distresses of the Portuguese Go¬ 
vernment, ancj the difficulties undpr which they have fabared 
in "forming this meat contract,^ a price* so n%uch exceeding 
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the natural price of tfye country,/“ind that which we pay, I 
cannot' 1 think of urging them to incur any additional expense 
on this head. 

‘ I know, likewise, thUt whatever we may think of their 
ration, the people of this country deem half a pound of meat 
as much as a man ought to cat; and the majority of the 
people of the countfy, even of those who do eat meat, do not 
eat so much. 

‘ However, the situation of the Portuguese troops may be 
such, at times, as to require a larger allowance‘than their ration, 
to which it is certainly understood that an addition is to be 
made by the soldier, by purchases of his own in the market; 
and Marshal Beresford and I have settled an arrangement 
which will give the soldier this additional allowance, at an 
expense which he can afford to pay, without any increase of 
expense to the Government. 

‘ It is the Marshal’s opinion, in which I concur, that when 
the Portuguese troops receive their wine in any situation, three 
quarters of a pound of meat are sufficient for each man ; when 
they do not receive their wine, they may require, and may 
have, a pound of meat; and in that case they will be able to 
pay for the additional half pound. 

‘ They will have to pay for a quarter of a pound of meat 
three halfpence, or something more than 20 reas, and for half 
a pound of meat three pence. The sum they will pay for the 
quarter of a pound may be supposed to be about equal to 
what they wotdd lay out in the market, if they had a market 
to resort to; and when they do not receive wine, they have 
an allowance nearly equal to what they will have to pay for 
the second quarter of a pound of meat. 

‘ Thus this object will be accomplished: Marshal Beresford 
will send directions to the,Commissaries and the Commanding 
Officers of the corps upon this subject. 

‘ Mr. Murray has communicated to me a letter of the 1st 
instant from ,M r - Shaw *, your aide dc camp, to Mr. Downie, 
directing that the 1 Portuguese Commissaries attached to the 
Portuguese battalions should no longer lie employed with the 
battalions to which they are attached,' 1 but in the general Com- 
tffissariat business of the division. 

* Lfteut. Colonel Shaw Kennedy, tren Lieutenant ol’ the 43ru Light Infancy. 
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' I have uo doubt whatev^- that the whole of the Commis¬ 
sariat arrangements of both the British and the Portuguese 
army might be very much improved ; and one of th£ improve¬ 
ments would doubtless be to place the* whole undeV one regu¬ 
lation, and an unity of superintendence. ^Unfortunately, how¬ 
ever, the orders of our own Government, and various other 
considerations,—some political, others military, and others 
financial,—do not allow of this amalgamation. All ■’that can 
be done is, that we should assist each other as much, and 
clash as little, as possible; and arrangements have been made 
by me to provide for those objects, and directions have been 
given by the Commissary General to his deputies and assist¬ 
ants to carry those arrangements into execution. 

‘ Nothing can be* more advantageous to me, or can give me 
more satisfaction, than to receive the assistance of your opinion 
upon any subject; \>ut you may depend upon it there are few 
of the general arrangements qf the army which have not’ been 
maturely considered by me; and that, although some incon¬ 
veniences may attend some of them, they afe the smallest 
that, after full consideration, it was found would attend any 
arrangement of the subjects to which those arrangements 
relate. I request, therefore, that whenever you see reason to 
wish to make any alteration, you will let me know it; but do 
not*make the alteration withoift reference to me. 

4 Believe me, &c. 

‘Prig. Gen. R. Craufurd.' . 'Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscounty Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Beresford. 

‘ M^, dear Beresford, ‘ Cclorieo, 5th May, 1810. 

' I enclose the"fetter which I have written to General Crau¬ 
furd, and which 1 beg of you to return to me,«so that it may 
go off’ to Almeida by the parte to-morrow. 

' The way in which this will be arranged will be as follows: 
You will direct your Cpmmisfhries to make requisitions upon 
ours for as many half pounds or pounds asv they will require 
to, make this extra issufc of meat, for which the Portuguese 
Government will have to pay at the fate of 6<i. per lb. 

‘ Yftu will Settle, the mode in which the Government are to 
recover from y»e troops t4ie sums which they .will have to pay 
fort heitiquarter of a pound of meat. 
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' I think that you shoifld not g^;ve this allowance to all the 
troops First, those ought to have it who have no market to 
resort to; 'Secondly, on days of inarch; Thirdly, on days of 
action, or of active empdoyment against the enemy. Those 
in their quarters, whp have a market to resort to, ought not 
to receive an extra allowance, whether they receive wine or not. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal 'Beresford. ‘Wellington. 

‘ P.S. I send the copy instead of the original letter, which 
you can return at any time to-morrow.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Secretary 
' of the Treasury. * 

‘ Sir,* ‘ Ce'orico, 5th May, 1810. 

* I enclose the copies of a correspondence which I have ha’d 
with Messrs. John Bulkeley ancf Son, regarding some trans¬ 
actions betweep Mr. Francis Charles Philips, a person in 
whose favor I addressed you on the 12th of March, and a Mr. 
Livingstone, of Malta, relating to certain quantities of grain 
purchased for the use of the army. 

‘ In case their Lordships should havp complied with the 
recommendation contained in my, letter of the 12th of Mar.ch, 
in favor of Mr. Philips, and should have answered me accord¬ 
ingly, I shall defer taking any steps regarding it till I shall 
have received their decision upon the papers now enclosed. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Secretary of the Treasury .' * Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount, Wellington, K.B., to Q. Stuart, Esq. ‘ 

* Mi dear Sir, ‘ Celorico, 6th May, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 2nd. 

* I concur entirely in the idea of your paper, on the em¬ 
barkation of those who are to,'embark. It L well calculated 
to give, order to what would naturally be very confused. I 
think, however that the arrangements which it proposes shoujd 
be carried into execution at different periods. First, the ships 
hs-the river should be prepared for the reception of passengers, 
with wkter, provisions, &c. Secondly, the stations for each of 
them in the river should be fixed. Thirdly, the nurhber J of 



1810. 


CELOR1CO. 


89 


boats attached to each shq| should‘be fixed, and what boats. 
All the boats in the river are already numbered and registered 
for other objects. All these arrangements are preparatory, 
and their object might be kept secret.* Then comes tlje execu¬ 
tion. First, to order the vessels to their stations; Secondly, 
to give the orders for passage to those obliged or inclined to 
depart from the country. 

‘ The other objects of your paper are relative to police, and 
are highly desirable. 

‘ I doubt the communication with the Berlingas; but this is 
a naval point, upon % which we shall have more light soon, in 
consequence of some communication which *1 have lately had 
with the Admiral. , 

‘ When I went to Setuval, it was a*dark and foggy day, 
and the reconnoissance which I was able to make of the* place 
was very imperfect. Fletcher has since looked at it, and he 
does nbt think he could make it a secure place of embarkation 
without much work, which it would require 10,000 men to 
occupy. These could not be spared. SetuvaHs the best har¬ 
bour in Portugal for small vessels, and for an unmolested 
embarkation; but the difficulty of protecting the embarkation, ■ 
and the subsequent egress of the ships, would render it impos¬ 
sible to use this harbour as I had proposed. 

? In respect.to military lawj the subjection of the country to 
that system of rule is a consideration of a very different de¬ 
scription from that of theifliprovemonts suggested by Beresford 
for the proceedingsfbr the military jurisprudence of the coun¬ 
try. There is no doubt of the evil of which he complains. 
The remedy is not quite so clear. I am not well,acquainted 
witl^the subject; but it appears to me that the proceedings of 
the Courts Martial are conducted’on the principles of the civil 
law courts; that the documents are very voluminous; there is 
seldom any oral testimony in court; and the court decide upon 
a perusal qf the documents and of the testimony which has 
generally been mken, npt betefre the court, but by the Judge 
Advocate. , 

.* It is difficult to point out a remedy tor <hese defects. 
The proceedings of a Cfturt Martial must be founded on, in 
a great measure, and analogous to,* the proceedings of tlte 
other courts gf* law; and I certainly do no* understand *the 
subject'sufficiently, nor have I lpiAire to give njy attention to 
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understand it sufficiently) to suggest a remedy for the evil 
which, certainly exists. 

‘ There is no news. The French have made no movements, 
and hav ( e certainly bees prevented by the rains. Part of 
Junot’s corps, it is said, is gone towards Valladolid. 

‘ I am much afraid that we shall be in serious distress for 
provisions. The carts arc not yet come forward; and we have 
nearly at§ up what we brought up with us. 

* Believe me, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq: " Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ My dear Sir, . ‘ Celorico. 6tli May, 1810- 

‘ I think it will be very desirable to send some person to 
Algiers; but it ought to be a Portuguese,.and 1 do not know 
any one whom I could recommend to you. It will also be 
well to send Mr. Casamajor with* a letter from you, and both 
in a King’s ship. The Government at home must, however, 
interfere in this.business with a very strong hand. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

« C. Stuart, Esq.' ‘ Wellington. 

' Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to his Royal Highness 
the Duke of Cambridge. 

‘ Sir, 4 Celorico, 7th May, 1810. 

‘ I had the honor of receiving your Royal Highness’s letter 
of the 30th March; and alt hough I had not heard of the 

arrival in the Peninsula of Major-, Captain-, and 

-, I immediately endeavored to fin'd the means of giving 

them employment when they should arrive. 

‘A very general prejudice against Geiihan officers and 
troops prevails throughout the 'Peninsula; and I think it 
very doubtful whether I shall be able to prevail upon any of 
the Spanish authorities to employ these officers; and if I 
should, I fear that the officers ’Will have but ,oo much reason 
to complain of the-treatment which they will receive. I there¬ 
fore considered if advisable to endea'vor in the first instance 
to employ them in the Portuguese? - service, and I com muni- 
tilted with Marshal Beresford upon the subject, and *i now 
enclose his answer. I must add to it, that*I am perfectly 
aware of the pbjections to which he refers, in giving bmpfoy- 
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ment to any foreign officers|in the Portuguese service; and I 
have already been obliged to send some'back to EnglantJ. 

‘ Your Royal Highness may depend upon my dbing every 
thing in my power to prevail upon the Spanish Government 
to employ these officers, and to make their situation as advan¬ 
tageous and agreeable to them as circumstances will admit. 

‘ I have the honor t*> be, &c. 

‘ His Royal Highness ‘ Wellington. 

the Duke of Cambridge.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 

‘ My dear General, ‘ Cglorieo, 8th May, 1810. 

* I have -eceiverf your letter of yesterday’s date, to which 

I will send an answer as soon as I shall have seen the»Com- 
nussary General. 4 

‘ llegnier has again withdrawn towards Truxillo, and Mor- 
tier’s corps has fallen back upon Monasterio ,and the Sierra 
Morena. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd. * W ELLINGTON. 

‘^1 beg you to send the enclosed to Captain Jenkinson.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier 
General Crauftird. 

‘ My dear General/ ‘ Celorico, 8th May, 1810. 

‘ Since I wrote to you this morning I have seen the Com¬ 
missary General, who will be glad to see and will consider the 
regulations which ^ou had proposed to adopt for the commis¬ 
sariat duties with the British^ troops under your command. 

‘ The commissariat duties of the* Portuguese troops must 
be conducted by the Portuguese commissaries; and if you 
employ these gentlemen upon mother more extensive duties, it 
is obvious that their duty with the Portuguese troops must 
be don^by British commissaries or others. * 

* An arrangement lias .been made*under which all clashing 
of the. two commissariats can be avoided, and we can give 
them the assistance of qpr magazines, which they muat fijom 
time to time require; and the,® Commissary General ’lias 
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directed his commissaries to carry e this arrangement into exe¬ 
cution,. 

* I believe there will be no difficulty in executing this 
arrangement, if the orders given are strictly obeyed; and none 
in providing the troQps, if there is money on the spot to pay 
for their provisions. No regulation or activity can make up 
for the deficiency o5 money. 

‘ I am perfectly aware of the quantities of papers and 
vouchers required by the Auditors of accounts. This difficulty 
comes in my way at every step; and 1 declare it to be my 
opinion that no one department of the service is formed for an 
extended system 'of operations abroad. But unfortunately I 
must adhere to rules and regulations formed by my superiors, 
and a great part of my time is spent in endeavors to discover 
expedients for carrying on the service in a manner that is con¬ 
sistent with the rules and regulations. 

‘ I have no doubt also that there is great inexperience, and 
many faults in the execution of the detail of their duty by the 
officers of the commissariat: it cannot be otherwise. But ad¬ 
verting to the mode in which it is necessary at times to divide 
the component parts of a division,-—I should doubt the ex¬ 
pediency of the division of the duties among the officers of 
tke commissariat, attached to such a body of troops, in the 
manner proposed by you, in every instance. However, 1 shall 
peruse what you propose with all the attention it deserves, 
and you may depend upon it that I am not prejudiced on the 
subject. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

' Brig. Gen. Craufurd.’ ‘Wellington. 


ry 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

■ My dear Sir, ‘ Celorico, 8,th May, 1810 . 

‘ I received only this morning your, letter of the 2nd May, 
and I #m very sensible of the confidence you have reposed in 
me, in communicating to me the offer made to you of the com¬ 
mand at Plymouth, and of the kindness towards me, which has 
induced you to decline to accept of it. A orfiy hope’that it 
may riot prove injurious to your interests. 

‘ I assure you that I perfectly satisfied with all "the 
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arrangements for t^e embailcation of the army. Every thing 
is prepared for us either to go or stayand I have nocloubt 
that if we should be obliged or ordered to quit, the* embarka¬ 
tion will be made with the utmost c*der, and with Requisite 
celerity. 

‘ I am obliged to you for placing the Herring at Figueira. 
I do not see any immediate prospect of diaving to send an 
officer to England. 

‘ The French are in the same positions. ' But I imagine 
that their inactivity is to be attributed to the rains, which have 
fallen very generally 4 and swelled the rivers and destroyed the 
roads in Castille. 

‘ Believe ipe, &c. 

• Vice Admiral ‘Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Celoricuo, StliMay, 1810 . 

‘ 1 enclose a paper which I have just received from Colonel 
Framingham. Of course I can have no objection to any in¬ 
crease of ammunition with your division which you may think 
necessary ; but I am afraid that you will find yourself crippled 
for»provisions, if you employ so many mules in the carriage of 
ammunition. The principle on which I have regulated this 
branch of the service lately has been to move with the brigade 
of artillery attached to each division a certain proportion; and 
to have a fe serve in sdme fixed depot. 

‘ I considered the depot at Elvas and the Portuguese am¬ 
munition at Abrantes as the reserves for your corps; and of 
coui^e, if you werg likely to have occasion to consume any am¬ 
munition, you would order q part of the reserve from one of 
those places to be put in motion, and you would communicate 
with it by means of your mules, which would go quicker than 
the cars. If yoji do not think* the Portuguese ammunition in 
Abrantes sufficient for you, I can easily have*a reserve of 
British ammunition placed there for you. *, 

‘ Believe* me, &c. 

* Wellington. , 


‘ Lieut..Gen. Hilj: 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, n.B., to Lieut. Colonel Bunbury, 
Under Secretary of State. 

* Sir, ‘ Celorico, 9tli May, 1810. 

* I have the honor 'to enclose a memorandum of articles 
applied for by the* Quarter Master General at the periods 
therein stated, and 1 request that they may be sent out to this 
country with as little delay as possible. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘Lieut. Col. Bunlmry.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., Id the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

« My Lord, ‘ Cgjorico, !)th May, 1810 . 

* The enemy have continued in their position in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Ciudad Rodrigo without any material alteration 
till yesterday morning, when they moved from thence to the 
northward, to Val de Garros. I have not heard yet whether 
they continued their movement to the northward, or resumed 
their position near Ciudad Rodrigo. 

‘ The rain continued till within the last two days, and the 
rivers were still full by the last accounts ; and the enemy had 
not moved the heavy cannon from Salamanca. 

‘ The French destroyed the works of Astorga after that 
place had surrendered ; and it does not appear that they have 
endeavoured to make any further progress in Galicia. 

‘ A part of the corps of J unot, which was employed in the 
siege of Astorga, has moved into the Asturias, and it is re¬ 
ported that the larger part have returned into Old Castillc. 

‘ The enemy’s corps which had arrived in Estremadura from 
Andalusia, have again retired upon Moyasterio and to the 
Sierra Morenr, in the beginning,of this month ; and General 
Regnier remained, with that part of the troops which were 
under his immediate command, in the neighbourhood of Me¬ 
rida. Some of the cavalry diad been thyowii back upon 
Truxillo. * 

‘ The allied troops on both sides of the Tagus are in the 
same positions as when I''addressed you on the 2nd. , 

‘ I have not heard from Cadiz since the 23rd of last,month. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

' The Earl of Liverpool { Wellington- 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B.’to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Celorico, <fth May, 1810 . 

‘ I addressed you on the 20th of Octqjber, 1809, regarding 
Colonel Trant, and received a letter from your Lordship in 
reply to mine above referred to, dated the »14th of November, 
1809, from which 1 had understood that it was the intention of 
the Commander in Chief that this oili»er should continue to 
hold his situation *un the Staff, while employed in Portugal. 

. ‘ He is a permanent Assistant in the office of the Quarter 
Master General, from which situation L am informed that it is 
the intention of the Quarter Master General to remove him, if 
he should not relinquish his situation in ■Portugal. 

‘ 1 beg to refer ^our Lordship to my former letters ii^ favor 
of* Colonel Trant. Since that time, having been nearer the 
place Jt which Colonel Trant is stationed, I must add that 
there is no officer the loss of whose services in this country 
would be more sensibly felt by the Government and the 
people, and Marshal Beresford and myself, than those of 
Colonel Trant. 

‘ Your Lordship is. aware of the uncertainty of the tenure 
of his employment lidre, and you must be sensible how sevefe 
it tvould be upon him to require that he alone, of all the 
British officers allowed by his Majesty to serve the Prince 
Regent, should be called upon now (p make an option between 
his employment in England, and the situation which he holds 
in Portugal. 

‘ I therefore request your Lordship’s further protection of 
Colonel Trant, that he may not lose his commission of perma¬ 
nent Assistant iu’tJie Quarter Master General’s department. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be,»&c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool.' * ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount*Wellington, K.B., to MarshcE Beresford. 

‘ My dijar Beresford, ‘ Celortbo, yth May, 1810. 

' On*my return from Phihel last night, I received your letter 
of the 10th, anti I shall be glad to see* you, as there are twto 
or three pointynpon which I wish Jo speak to you. 
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‘ Bring over my letter regarding the increase of pay, and it 
shall he altered as you desire. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

1 Marshal Beresford.' ‘Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My df.» r Hill, ‘ Celorieo, 11th May, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 6th. I write to let you 
know that I have desired Fane to go into the Alentejo to take 
the command of the English and Portuguese cavalry in that 
province, which arrangement will, I hope, he agreeable to you. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. Gen. Hill. r ‘.Wellington. 

‘ There is nothing new in this quarter.’ 

•> 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 
•Sir, ‘ Celorieo, llth May, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 7th. I observe that the 
Minister, Dom M. de Forjaz, considers the inconvenicncics on 
which I had the honor of addressing you as of ordinary oc¬ 
currence; and he entertains no doubt that inconveniencies of 
this description will not induce me to desist from making ‘the 
movements which I might think the defence of the country 
would require. 

‘ It frequently happens that an army in operation cannot 
procure the number of carriages which it requires, either from 
the unwillingness of the inhabitants to supply them, or from 
the deficiency of the number of carriages in the country. But 
it has rarely happened that an army, thus' unprovided with 
carriages, has -been obliged to tarry on its operations in a 
country in which there is literally no food; and in which, if 
there was food, there is no money to purchase it: and when¬ 
ever that has been the case, the*army has beer.- obliged to with¬ 
draw to the magazines which the country had refused, or been 
unable to remove"to the army. 

‘ This is precisely the “case of the' allied armies in this part 
of the country; and however trifling the difficulty may be 
deemdd by the F,egency and the ministers, I conceive a starv- 
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ingarmy to be so,useless in any situation, that I shall cer¬ 
tainly not pretend to hold a position, or to make any move¬ 
ment, in which the food of the troops is not secured. 

* I have no doubt of the ability ort>f the willingness of the 
country to do all that can be required of diem, if the authority 
of the Government is properly exerted to force individuals to 
attend to their public duties, rather than*to their private in¬ 
terests in this time of trial. 

‘ I have written this same sentimcnt*to the Government so 
frequently, that tfley must be as tired of reading it as I am of 
writing it. But if ^iey expect that individuals of the lower 
orders .ire to relinquish the pursuit of their* private interests 
and business to serve the public, and mean.to punish them for 
any omission in fhft important duty, the^ must begin with the 
higher classes of society. These must be forced to perform 
their duty; and no name, however illustrious, and no protec¬ 
tion, however powerful, should shield from punishment "those 
who neglect the performance of their duty to the public in 
these times. 

‘ Unless these measures arc strictly and invariably followed, 
it is in vain to expect any serious or continued exertions in the 
country ; and the Regency ought to be aware, from the senti¬ 
ments of his Majesty’s Government, which I have communi¬ 
cated to them, tiiat the continuance of his Majesty’s assistance 
depends not on the ability or the inclination, but on the 
actual effectual exertions of the people of Portugal in their 
own cause.. 

‘ 1 have thought it proper to trouble you so much at length 
upon this subject, in cotftequence of the light manner in which 
the 4ifficulties that I had stated to exist were noticed bv 
Dom M. de Forja#. 

‘ I have to mention, however, that since I Vrotc to you, 
although there exist several causes of cqpiplaint of different 
kinds, and tljat some examples must be made, we have received 
such assistance as#*lias enabled ifle to continue till Jtliis time in 
our positions, and I hope to be able to continue as lfwitr aa 
may be necessary. 

‘ I edheur entirely in tffe measure w qf appointing a Special 
Commission to* attend the head quarters of the Portuguestf* 
army, and I hqpc that it Mil be adqpted without delay. * 
veft. v*l. 
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‘ I enclose a Proclamation I have issued, which I hope 
will lilave some effect. It describes merely the crimes, or 
rather the omissions of which the people may be guilty 
in respect to the transport of the army : these may be as fol¬ 
lows :— 

‘ First: Refusing to supply carts, boats, or beasts of bur¬ 
then when required. 

‘ Secondly : Refusing to remove their articles or animals 
out of the reach of the' enemy. 

‘ Thirdly : Disobedience of the orders of tlie magistrates, to 
proceed to and remain at any station, with carriages, boats, kc. 

‘ Four!lily : Desertion from the service, either with or with¬ 
out carriages, &c. 

‘ Fifthly: Embezzlement of provisions or stores which they 
may be employed to transport. 

‘ The crimes or omissions of the inferior magistrates may he 
classed as follows:— 

‘ First: Disobedience of the orders of their superiors. 

‘ Secondly : Inactivity in the execution of them. 

‘ Thirdly : Receiving bribes to excuse certain persons from 
the execution of requisitions upon them. 

* I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart , Esq.' ‘ Wellington 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Bight Hon. 

11. Wellesley. 

• My dear IIenry, ‘ Celorico, nth May, 1810. 

‘ I received yesterday your letter of the 24th April, which 
l imagine came by the Counts. 

‘ I believe that there - was no truth in the stories of the in¬ 
surrection at 'Madrid. The French have, however, certainly 
met with a check on the eastern side of the Peninsula. On 
this side, affairs remain nearly in the same situation since I 
wrote to you- last. The weather hasp been very bad, and the 
French have beeij’ unable either to move their guns from Sala¬ 
manca, to Ciudad Rodrigo, or to cross the Agueda so as to 
invest the place, and they have rather weakened their force 
In front of it than otherwise. 

* A great part of JunoSs corps, it is said,'if gone to Val- 
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iadolid. It is reported at Valladolid that Massena is coming 
to command the army to be employed* against this coyntry, 
and that a General La Martinierc is coming with 2(T,000 more 
men. The same desultory operation? are going 8n in Estre- 
rnadura; and I thinkthat the French intend to make an attack 
upon the right divisions of the Marquis de la Romana’s corps 
at Xerez de ios Caballeros, &c. 

‘ I should be very glad, at any time, to see Alava,*who is a 
very good fellow. I do not know, however, in what manner 
I could employ him. General Castahos might wish to have 
him here to send intelligence to the Spanish Government, to 
which T could have no objection, though #e have an officer 
here still (Colonel O’Lalor) who was employed by Cuesta, l 
believe, for the same purpose. 

‘ Relieve me, &c. 

‘ The Might Hon. II. Wellesley: £ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Graham. 

‘ Sir, _ ‘ Celorico, 11th May, lSia." 

‘1 have received, your dispatch (No. 7) of the 25th, and 
those marked Nos. 8, 9, and,separate, of the 28th of April* 

‘ The existence of the difficulties in making any exertion or 
arrangement at Cadiz, for the security of the place, to which 
you refer, is very distressing ; and 1 am concerned that you 
meet with them, llut the character of the Spaniards has been 
the same throughout the war: they have never been equal to the 
adoption of any solid plan, or to the execution of any system of 
st&dy resistance to the enemy, by which their situation might 
be gradually improved. The leading people among theni have 
invariably deceived the lotter orders; and, instead of making 
them acquainted with their real situation, and calling upon 
them to rtftke the exertions and sacrifices which were necessary 
even for their defence, they have amused them with idle 
stories of imaginary, successes, with visionary pfans of offensive 
Operations, which those who offer them foi consideration know 
that^they h.ave not the means of executing, and with hopes of 
driving the Frcifch out of the Peninsula by some unlooked-for 
good, Tl® consequence is, thqt no event is provided for in 
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time, every misfortune is doubly felt, and the people will, at 
last, become fatigued ■with the succession of their disasters, 
whielf'compnon prudence and foresight in their leaders would 
have prevented, t 

‘ It is a curious circumstance, that the same post which 
brought your letters (which I am now acknowledging) brought 
one from General Castanos to a gentleman here, in which he 
states that he has no doubt that the enemy will soon retire 
from the Peninsula! 

* I am convinced that the enemy will, by this time, have 
tried the effect of the bombardment of Cadiz from the Troca- 

It 

dcro, or that he will try that measure very shortly; and un¬ 
less the Government should be very firm, the surprize which 
it will occasion amoiig, the people, who have not been taught 
to expect it, may have the worst effects. 

‘ I (foncur entirely in your detaining Lieut. Colonel Pott- 
sonby. ( 

‘ I was sorry to be obliged to call away so many officers and 
men of the 87th regiment; but it was upon the trial of an 
officer upon a charge of forcing a sentry, and I could not 
Refuse to call those as evidences whom he thought necessary 
for his defence. He has certainly availed himself of the indul¬ 
gence which I might be disposed to extend to a person in his 
unfortunate situation, by calling' persons from England, as 
well as from all parts of the'Peninsula, including Mr. Villiers, 
the King's late Minister at Lisbon, and myself, who could 
have no knowledge of any facts connected with his alleged 
offence. He Is now sick; but if he should not recover at an 
early period, so as to enable the Count Martial to proceed 
with the trial, I shall send the witnesses back, and defer the 
trial to some future opportunity. < ' 

‘ I beg leave to refer you to my letter to Mr. Wellesley for 
an account of the situation of affairs here. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c.„ 

‘ Lieut. General Graham. Wellington. 
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1 Quartier General, i Valladolid, 1<^ 12 Bfai, 1S10. 

, Le 2', 6', et 8' corps aont prfcvenus que Monsieur le Marechal Mas»6na, 
Due do Rivoli, Prince d’Essling,en prend le Commandement eu Che r , par dicret 
imperial du 17 Avril dernier, sous le nom d’Armde de,Portugal. 

• Le Prince a aussi le commandement des provinces du Nord de l’Espagnc; 
savoir la Vieille Castille, la province dc Soria, la province de Santander, les As- 
turies, la province de Leon et celle de Valladolid, Palencia, Toro, Zamora, Sala¬ 
manca, et Avila. 

‘ Le General de division Fririon est nomme Cl ef de l’etat Major G&ndral, et 
le General de division, Kble, du Commandemeut de I’Artillerie de l’Armce, par 
■lecret imperial du 21 du meme mois. Le Quartier General de M. le Marechal 
Prince d’Essling est prowsoirement elabli a Valladolid. 

4 Le General de division, Chef rife l'Etat Major General, 

‘ Fririon. 


< Soi.dats ! —Sa Mnjestd l’Empereur et Roi, en me confiaut le commandement 
de son Arinee de Portugal, a voulut m’associer a la gloire que vous allez acquerir 
dans la nonvelle expedition pour laquelle vous etes destines. Vous savez, Sol- 
dats, q»:e la discipline et frlicissance sont les premiers garants de la fictoire; 
quels obstacles rcsisteront a votre vhleur, qtiand uue subordination rigoureuse 
aura prepare vos succes! Vous trouverez toujours dans ma conduitu, et dans 
mes camarades, vos Chefx, l’examplc de la perseverance darts les difficultes. Vos 
fatigues, vos privations, et vos perils nous seront coinmuns, ainsi que le rdsultat 
glorieux que S. M. attend du devouement de ses braves de l’Armee de Portugal., 
4 Le Marechal Due de Rivoli, Commandant en Chef l’Armee de Portugal’. 

‘ Massjsna. 


Limit. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General Cox 
Governor of Almeida. 

* My dear Sir, * ‘ Celorico, I2tli May, 1810. 

‘ I am much concerned that the post does not arrive in 
proper time at Almeida, which is entirely owing to the negli¬ 
gence of the boys who carry it. 

‘Jt leaves this place at eleven precisely; the distance is 
not eight leagues, and it might reasonably be expected that it 
would reach Almeida before eight in the evening. 

‘ I have desired the Postmaster *to give positive directions 
upon this subject, which shall be enforced by punishment, if 
necessary. It would bg inconvenient to alter the hour of de¬ 
parture from hence, as the parte now carries to General 
Picton -and General Craufurd all the orders'of the day, which 
he could not do if he w«<rc to go at an earlier hour. If he 
cannot arrive hi time by starting at eleven, it is better that he 
should leave th«s at night, and arrive at Almeida earlv*in the 
morning. 

Believe me, &c. 

Brig. General Cox.' ‘ W lllington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to Vice Admiral 
l the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

* Sir, ‘ Celorico, 12th May, 1810. 

‘ I ■ enclose the copy of <i letter which I have received from 
the Secretary of State, directing that certain horse transports 
may be sent to Falmouth, and certain infantry transports to 
Portsmouth ; and I shall be very much obliged to you if you 
will direct that the orders of the Secretary of State may be 
carried into execution. 

* It is desirable that the Agent, in selecting the ships to be 
sent on this service, may send those in which none of the bag¬ 
gage belonging to the troops is embarked. 

I have the honor to.be, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ‘ Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley: 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

* Sir, ‘ Celorico, 12th May, 1810. 

‘ I enclose the copy of a letter which I have received this 
day from the Secretary of State, and I beg to be favored with 
y»ur opinion, whether the retention of the Ilugio, supposing 
that it should be practicable to put that fort in a state to'be 
retained by a British force, would be useful to the British 
navy, or detrimental to the enemy in the event of his obtain¬ 
ing possession of the Tagus. 

‘ In view to a retention and relief of the fort, it would be 
desirable to- have your opinion on the practicability of com¬ 
municating with it from the vessels, which, it. is supposed, 
would be employed in the blockade of the Tagus. *’ 

‘ You will observe, that his Majesty’s Government have 
adverted to the occupation of the Bayona islands, and I pro¬ 
pose to forward, by the first opportunity, to the Secretary of 
State, the letters which I have v eceived from vou "on that sub¬ 
ject. I also write to the chief engineer, to ascertain whether 
he has any officer who could be spared from other services to 
examine those islands, aid to determine upon their capacity 
for defence. If he should be able’ to detach one upon this 
service, I shall request you to send him to Vigo in a ship of 
war, accompanied by any officer of the navy whom you might 
think p.oper u> select to co-operate in his labors. 



1810. 


OKLORICO. 


103 


‘ I also request to know from you, whether you hAve any 
information on any of the islands oft' Faro. 

• I have the honor to be, ?tc. 

* Vice Admiral Wellington. 

the lion. G. Berkeley.' , 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Baresford. 
‘Mv DEAR Beresfokd, Celorico, 13th May, 1810. 

* 1 enclose a ffeturn of the provisions and stores in Ciudad 
Ilodrigo, and a letter from the Junta. 

* What they want principally is lead for musket balls; and 
I believe that there is a great quantity whidfc is useless at 
Almeida, and it might as well be scut, to them. Will you 
send orders on the subject P 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Marshal BererfonV ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

* Mv dear Sir, ‘Colorico, 13th May, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 9th. 

‘ 1 shall urge the early publication of the proclamation, 
when 1 shall receive Dom Miguel de Forjaz’s letter upon that 
subject. ■' 

‘ It is very distressing to be obliged to give harsh answers 
to a person so highly respectable in himself, and for whom I 
entertain so much respect as I do for Dom Miguel de Forjaz. 
But 1 must say that his note of the 8th, contained in your 
letter of the 9th, is neither more nor less than a falsehood. It 
is not true that tl]e British troops in the neighbourhood of Al¬ 
meida have drawn provisions from any Portuguese magazines. 
Let the Junta de Vivcres name thfc magazine from which the 
provisions have been drawn. Nay, more, it is not true that 
Almeida is in jvant of provisions. By a return given to me 
no longer ago than yesterday, by Marshal Beresibrd, it appears 
there gre provisions in that garrison (besides my magazine) 
for three months; and these provisions have been thrown in, 
in consequence of arrangements nude by the Commissary 
General by my directions. 

• The Portuguese Commissaries have experienced the same 
difficulty as we have experienced in the retnoval* of their 
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magazines upon the Mondego; but as the carts have now 
begun to tome in, an arrangement has been made to give 
them their fust share of ‘hem; and till the Portuguese troops 
can be supplied by their own Commissaries, they are to be 
supplied by ours. 

‘ I have frequently represented to the Government the 
insufficiency of the Junta do Viveres. I suspect that they are 
not honest; and I hav<,\never yet seen a statement from them 
which did not contain a direct falsehood or .t subterfuge. It 
is really distressing, that in addition to other difficulties we 
should have to contend with and refute the false reports of 
their useless establishments, which the Government will sup¬ 
port, notwithstanding overy thing that has been urged against 
them. 

‘ By a letter received from the Secretary of State of the 
24th, it appears that it is intended to give the Portuguese 
Government £40,000 per mensem in addition to the £80,000. 
However, I conclude that you will hear from England upon 
this subject. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq.' ‘ Wellington. 

ii 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. * 

* My dear Sir, ‘ Celorico, 13th May, 1810. 

‘ I enclose the letter and copy of the proclamation which I 
have received from Dorn M. de Forjaz, which is certainly very 
different from that which you had drawn and recommended to 
his consideration. I do not think it -signifies much at what 
period that paper is published, as I am convinced it will have 
no effect. . ' 

* In my opinion, the fault of a! 1 these proclamations in the 
Peninsula has been, that the writers of them have followed the 
example of those published by the French during the revo¬ 
lution; and they have invariably flattered and deceived the 
people. What we want is: First, an exposition of their 
danger. Secondly, a reference to the existing means of 
resistance. Thirdly, an' / exposition 1 of their own duties. 
Fourthly, an exhortatio'n to perform them : -and lastly, a 
declaration by the Government, that those who should not 
perform their duly would foe punished without <Iistincfion»of 
persons. * ' 
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‘ This ought to be stated in plain language, without bombast, 
and ought, above all, to be short. But these “ Cumr sobre os 
nossos Inimirjos" will only tend to increase the existing evils. 
Every man in Portugal is sufficiently alive to the danger, and is 
very anxious to avert it: there is plenty of enthusiasm; there 
are cries of “ Viva” and illuminations, and.patriotic songs and 
feasts every where: but that which is wanting, is the plain 
simple performance of his duty, each in his station, and obe¬ 
dience to order. •• 

‘ These are my general objections to this paper. But be¬ 
sides these, I entertain objections to some of,the phrases. In 
the first place, the abuse of the French in the first paragraph 
is unbecoming in a proclamation publish :d*by a regular autho¬ 
rity, such as the Regency, although it would do well enough 
fo- a Spanish Junta. Indeed, the whole paper is too much in 
imitation of those of the Juntil. Then the term “ syxtemmonti- 
nentul” is ambiguous, and a term of that kind ought never to be 
used in a paper of this description. The continental system as 
contra-distinguished from the insular system, that is, preventing 
England from interfering in the continental politics, may be a 
very fit system of politics to be followed by the Portuguese 
nation; at all events, it may be a question. The continental 
system, as meant by Bonaparte, and as forced upon all 
Europe, means the destruction of all commerce excepting that 
which is carried on for the benefit of France. That cannot be 
a fit system for Portugal. But my objection to the expression 
is, that the meaning assigned to it by the writer of the procla¬ 
mation may be misconstrued wilfully or otherwise, and mis¬ 
understood by those who shall read it. 

‘ I send you th,?se papers because I think you have not seen 
them before; and it may bg desirable that you should have 
some discussion upon them with Dflm M. de Forjaz. If you 
have seen them, and think the proclamation is the best that 
they can produce, I shall answer the letter, stating that 1 
think they ought to publish something of this description as 
soon a$,possible. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Wellington,^ 


‘ C. Stuart, Esq.' 
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Lieut. 'General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Graham. 

‘SlR, ‘ Celorico, 13th May, I til 0. 

* Since I wrote to 3011 yesterday, I have received letters 
and dispatches from England, which declare the intention of 
the King’s Govenynent that the force at Cadiz should be 
considered as part of this army ; and I request you to give 
directions to the head*} of the several departments there, to 
report their proceedings to the heads of the departments in 
Portugal, and to correspond with them constantly. 

‘ It will also bp necessary that the warrants for the extraor¬ 
dinaries incurred at Cadiz should be signed by me; but in all 
other respects I request you to continue to carry on all matters 
as you have done hitherto, and to proceed with your arrange¬ 
ments in the same manner as if I had nothing to say to Cadiz, 
in the*perfect confidence that I shall concur in them all.' 

‘ 1 enclose you an extract of a private letter from Lord 
Liverpool, in reference to your situation in this army; and 
I am happy to find that I had anticipated the wishes of Go¬ 
vernment in the consideration which 1 gave to this subject in 
my letter to you of the 3rd instant. 

i‘ I likewise enclose copies of letters received by Dr. Frank*. 
I apprehend that when the hot weather shall set in, and in the 
crowded slate of Cadiz and the lsla, you will find the troops 
unhealthy, and possibly you may experience some difficulty in 
fixing upon a healthy situation for an hospital. I beg, there¬ 
fore, to suggest for your consideration the expediency of fixing 
your principal hospital at Ceuta, which I am informed is a 
very healthy station, particularly during the great heats of the 
summer at Cadiz. If you should, upon consideration, adopt 
this suggestion,„1 can send you frym the Tagus some hospital 
ships, to enable you to transport the sick and wounded from 
Cadiz to Ceuta. 

‘ I have tie honor to be, &£. 

' Lieut. General Graham.' ‘ Wellington. 


! Inspector of Hospitals, and head of the Medical Department. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, KB., to C. Stuart, lijtj. 

‘ My DEAR Sir, # ‘ Cclorico, 14tll May, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 11th, and you.-will see 
by my letter of yesterday, that L con Air entirely in your 
opinion of the proclamation sent to me by Dorn Miguel de 
1 ’orjaz. I beg vou to communicate to fiim or not, as you 
may think proper, my sentiments on the proclamation as com¬ 
municated to you yesterday. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• C. Stuart, Esq. ‘Wellington. 

T.ieut. General Viscount Wellington, K B., 4o the Right Hon. 
llenry Wellesley. 

‘JVIy dear Henri*, ‘Celorieo, 14th Miiy, 1810. 

• I«h ave received your letter of the 4th. I doubt th% exist¬ 

ence of open insurrection in La Mancha and Andalusia to 
the degree stated in your accounts, but I have no doubt of 
general discontent ready to break forth into open insurrection 
whenever the weakness of the French should offer opportu¬ 
nities, and there should exist in the country means of resistance, 
such as arms, &c.. Sec. * , 

't here is so far a foundation for the report of O’Donnell’s 
action, as that it appears that Suchet’s advanced guard was at 
Leriila on the 11th April. It is doubtful, however, according 
to my experience in Spanish reports, whether O’Donnell was 
beaten oi*gained a victory. 

‘ Affairs remain in tjiis quarter nearly in the same situation 
in which they have been for the last fortnight! The bad 
WMither still rcncjprs any more active preparation for the siege of 
Ciudad Rodrigo impracticable. The place w^as summoned by 
Mermet on the 12th, with a declaration that if not surrendered 
immediately the whole garrison should be put to the sword. 
The GovVrnof answered tjjat his determination had been 
already conununicatecf to Ney, and that he slfiuld fire upon 
all flags in future. 

* I. have a repefrt that a reinforcement of 21 battalions 
of infantry, .and three regiments oft cavalry arrived at Valla¬ 
dolid from tig; neighbourhood of Vitoria, on the 27th and 
2gth «April,*utidcr General La J^artiniere. * 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately,» 

■111. hlon. Henry Wclletfeu ' ‘ IVellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K. B., to His Royal Highness 
the Duke of Cambridge. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Celorieo, 14th May, 1810. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your Royal Highness’s 
letter of the 9th April, and I assure your Royal Highness that 
1 shall bo happy to do every thing in my power to add to the 
numbers and efficiency of the corps composing the King’s 
German Legion. 

‘ I propose to call upon Brigadier General Low to state what 
are the contingent expenses attending the recruiting from de¬ 
serters from the French army; and 1 shall adopt measures to 
provide for the payment of those which ought to be a charge 
upon the public, in addition to the bounty to the men enlisted. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ His Royal Highness ‘ Wellington. 

the Duke of Cambridge.' 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Beresford. 

‘ My dear Beresford, ‘ Celorico, I4tli May, 1810. 

‘ I have just received your letter of the 13th. It is diffi¬ 
cult to manage-in iiny respect, but particularly 

so in respect to the means of supplying his troops with 
provisions on the spot, where we cannot for the want of 
carriages supply him sufficiently from the rear. However, I 
shall write to him upon the subject of-’s letter. 

‘ I shall inquire respecting the complaints of the Corregi- 
dor of Viseu. I dare say that they are exaggerated. It is not 
impossible but that some money may be (bib at Viseu, but 
there cannot be much due. Indeed, considering all the calls 
upon us, I do not see how*we can get on in respect to money. 

■ I enclose to you a report received from Guimaraens, from 
which it appears not only that every thing in the neighbour¬ 
hood is embargoed for the use of the Portuguese army, but 
that an arrangement which I had declined to adopt has been 
circulated throughout the country as ordered; and the conse¬ 
quence is that my Commissaries can get nothing. I shall be 
obliged to you if you can set this matter right. 

• I also enclose to you a letter from General Cox, received 
this ■morning, with its enclosure, which I beg you to return. If 
the contents of this paper be true, the enemy have plenty of 
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men for the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo, and every thing else. I 
have, however, sent for this Mr. Jackson, to see him, and hear 
his story myself. 

‘ Believe me. See. 

‘ Marshal Beresford. ‘Wellington. 

‘ All the ammunition and balls in Ciucjad Rodrigo would 
scarcely give the inhabitants and garrison 100 rounds per man, 
which is not sufficient for any, much less a Spanish garrison in 
a state of siege. 

‘ I shall be very much obliged to you if you would send me a 
nominal list of the British officers serving with the Portuguese 
army specifying the regiments to which they belong, and the 
periods from which they have been respectively paid from the 

chest of the “aids.” Upon referring again to-’s 

complaint in favor of the districts of Gastello Bom, Ac., I 
observe that it contains some most unfair and unwarrantable 
expressions, which I must, observe upon in the notice I am 
about to take of the complaint itself.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Beresford. 

* My dear Beresford, , ‘Cclorico, 14th May, 1810. 

* The officer to be exchanged for Lieut. Gaynor is arrived 
here, but 1 acknowledge that unless you are very anxious for 
Gaynor's exchange, I think it very doubtful whether it is expe¬ 
dient to allow of his going into the French posts just at present. 
He will certainly be able to report the exact state of affairs 
between the Agueda and the Coa, and in respect to other 
matters his reports may be favorable or otherwise to us, ac¬ 
cording to what he has seen. I am rather inclined therefore 
to send him back, unless you are very anxious to have Gaynor 
exchanged ; and to say the tfuth I tljink it very'doubtful whe¬ 
ther sending him in here will get Gaynor released ; it would 
be still worse to send him in from any post in which we should 
not be strong, and I am .sure the Marquis de la Tomana will 
not allow him to go in by Badajoz. 

‘ Bclievejmc &c. 

‘ Marshal Beresford. ‘ Wellington. 

P 

* me have your ansfter to tlijs as soon as possible, as, if 
he does go, he. must go to-morrow fnornimr.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to Brigadier General Cox, 
Governor of Almeida. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Celorico, 14th May, 1810. 

* I enclose a letter which I request you to forward to 

--; and I likewise enclose a copy or extract of the 

letter which you wiote to Marshal Beresford, when you for¬ 
warded tiie complaint which I have enclosed to-. 

‘ I can have no objection to an officer in your situation for¬ 
warding any complaint which comes into Lis hands ; but I 
think if he takes any view of the subject, particularly in an 
official paper which may become a public document, it ought 
to be liberal towards others. 

‘ I wish that before you had stated “ these complaints to be 
founded upon justice and reason ” you had adverted to the diffi¬ 
culties of subsisting the army in advance of the magazines, 
owing to the unwillingness of these same people, and their 
countrymen, to supply the carts they have at command to 
move forward the magazines; and that before you had termed 

the requisitions of---for the British troops “ the 

adoption of an unnecessary system of vexation and terror 
amongst a willing and obedient people,” you had adverted 
nlore pointedly to the fact, that these last requisitions are not 
the only cause of these “ reasonable and just complaints but 
those heretofore made and enforced by the same system for 
provisions and supplies to-the Portuguese and Spanish troops, 
which have not been and probably never will be paid for; 
whereas it is certain that those supplied to the British troops 
will be paid for, probably immediately; and undoubtedly at 
no very remote period. 

‘ War is a terrible e\ il, particularly to those who reside in 
those parts of t'he country which ore the seat of the operations 
of hostile jinnies ; but I believe it will be found upon inquiry, 
and will be acknowledged by the people of Portugal, that it is 
inflicted in a; less degree by tHfc British troops than by the 
others ; and that eventually all they get from the country is 
paid for, and that' they require only what is necessary. • 

1 In our present situation it is necessary that the people of 
I^irtugal should furnish the troops with carriages to move our 
magazines, or that they should feed the troops in the advanced 
stations, or the troops must’be withdrawn. 
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‘ This may be a disagreeable alternative, but it cannot be 
avoided ; and l am convinced that if you had taken this, which 
is the fair and true view of the subject, your regarcl for these 
same people would have induced you to urge them to make an 
effort to supply what was required, rather than to give harsh 
"terms to requisitions, made upon them by necessity rather than 
by choice. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

' Brig. Gen. Cox: ‘Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.R., to Brig. Gen. Craufurd, 

« My dear General, * Celorico, 14th May, 1810. 

‘ 1 enclose you a letter to Brigadier General Cox from the 
magistrates of Castello Bom, &e., &c., and I request tjiat if 
you should have reason to believe that tile complaints are well 
founded, and the people cannot supply Mr. Downie's requisi¬ 
tions, you will refrain from enforcing them, and rather draw 
from Almeida. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Brig. Gen. Craufurd.' ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

5 My Lord, ‘.Celorico, 14th May, 1810. 

‘ I enclose an extract of a letter of the 2{)th of April, 
which I have received from Major General the Hon. William 
Stewart, in which he has informed me that the Regency of 
Spain had offered him tiic rank of Lieutenant General in the 
Spanish army, and to Captains Owen and Landman the rank 
of Colonel in the Spanish army, in testimony of their satisfac¬ 
tion with the conduct of the Majqr General while he com¬ 
manded the British troops at Cadiz, and with that of Captains 
Owen and Landman while in command of the royal artillery 
and engineers of the same place. 

‘ I beg your Lordship to lay this letter before the Kin*, and 
to request his Majesty’s permission for Major General the 
Hon. William Stewart, Captains 6wen and- Landman, to 
accept the rank in the Spanish army offered to them by the 
Regency of Spain. * * 

‘ I have tl-e'honor to be, he. 

' Wellington. 


‘ TlieuEarl of Liverpool.' 



112 


PORTUGAL. 


1810. 


Lieut. General Viqcounl Wellington, K.K., to the Earl of 
Liverpool, Secretary of State. 

‘ My dear'Lord, ‘ Celorico, Nth May, 1810. 

‘ I hope that you^will Iiave written to Lieut. General Payne, 
which will be the best means of reconciling his feelings to his. 
recall; and I shall not say any thing to him upon the subject, 
till the last moment, in order to give you time to do so after 
you shall have received this letter, if you should not have 
written to him before. « 

‘ 1 am convinced that General Brownrigjg is mistaken respect¬ 
ing General Payne’s inclination to return to England. How¬ 
ever, that is a point into which it is not necessary to enter. You 
may depend upon it that I shall do every thing in my power to 
reconcile him to his recall, if he should not receive a letter 
from you before it will be necessary for me to announce it. to 
him.' „ 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool.' 1 Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

t, ' 

‘ Mv dear Lord, . * Celorico, 14th May, 1810. 

* I am very much obliged to you for your letter of the 25th 
April, and I assure you that nothing can be more satisfactory 
to me than the King’s approbation, which I labor incessantly 
to deserve. 1 am obliged to your Lordship for your account 
of Lady Wellington and my children. 

• • Believe me, &c. 

• The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ W Ellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.H., to the Right Hon. 

George Canning. 

,*lv DEAR SJR, - ‘ Celorico, 15th May, 1810. 

‘ Your relation arrived here about three weeks ago, and Colo¬ 
nel Stopfordi having required that he should be allowed to do 
duty with the third regiment of Guards, in consequence of an 
'Intimation from the Duke of Gloucester that if'he wanted offi¬ 
cers he was to call upon m^ to allow'those on the staff to return 
to do their duty with thd .regiment, 1 have not thought it 
proper to refuse my consent to allow him to join. * 
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‘ The Duke of Gloucester migln prevent Captain Can¬ 
ning* from being on the staff, if he should think it proper. 
I do not think that I should do him any good by Contesting 
this point with the Duke of Gloucester 

‘ I have, however, still kept him in my family, and he will 
continue to receive his pay and allowances as usual, in the 
same manner as another officer did during the whole cam¬ 
paign who was doing duty with the Coldstream. I have a 
perfect right to do this, and there is no increase of expense to 
the public, as the aides tie camp arc paid by myself: there 
are always some supernumeraries, and I can give the pay to 
which of them I please. 

‘ 1 mention this to you because I do not think that Captain 
Canning is convinced that I have decided for the best on this 
occasion. He thinks himself aggrieved by the Duke of Glou¬ 
cester, and would have the point contested, which I do not 
think desirable. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Right Hot. G. Canning.’ ‘ \V kli.inotov. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General 
Campbell, or OJjicir Commanding at Gibraltar. 

‘ SiH, * Celorico, 10th May, 1810. 

‘ I enclose copies of some letters which I have received from 
Colonel Doyle, stating that he had sent to Gibraltar certain 
deserters from the French service whom he had enlisted into 
his Majesty's service under instructions from me. 

* I request that if possible you will send these men to the 
Foreign depot in England: if you shall not be able to send 
them to England, I request you to send them to Lisbon, from 
whence I shall endeavor to find means of sending them to 
England. 

‘ I beg you to send with these men all papers, rolls, &c., 
which Colonel Doyle may^ transmit to Gibraltar. 

* Believe me, &c. 

* Major Gen. Campbell, . ‘ W klt.ington. 

Gibraltar.' 


Afterwards killed at Waterloo. 


vofc. vj. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brig. General Cox, 
Governor of Almeida. 

‘ Mr DEA«f Sir, ‘ Celorico, 16th May, 1810. 

«I received this morning your letter of the 15th. 1 concur 

very much in opinion with you respecting Mr. Jackson’s 
reports. He says that these troops of General La Martiniere 
belonged to the 2nd corps. This is Soult’s, now commanded 
by Regnier, and on the Guadiana, and I suspect that they are 
depots of corps, convalescents, &c., about to join the 2nd 
corps d'armee. 

•• ‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Brig. Gen. Cor: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Graham. 

• Sir, ‘Celorico, 16tli Maj, 1810. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your letters of the (ith 
and 9th instant, marked Nos. 10 and 11. I beg to refer 
you to my letters to Major General Stewart, of the 27th of 
February, and request you to adopt the mode therein pointed 
out for the purchase and payment for beef, and in respect to 
' the demand for repayment from the Spanish Government, in 
the purchase of any other articles which you may think it 
desirable should be supplied by the British Commissaries for 
the British troops, and in the payment of any demands for sup¬ 
plies furnished, or services performed for them. 

‘ It is most desirable that all discussions respecting money 
in particular should be avoided between the subordinate officers 
of the army and the inferior Spanish authorities. His Majesty’s 
instructions upon this subject are well crlculatcd to preserve 
harmony; and his Majesty’s Minister at Cadi/ will be the best 
judge of the expediency of enforcing payment of his Majesty’s 
demands upon the Spanish Government for the supplies for 
his troops, V'hich they ought to furnish undeii the conditions on 
whicji the troops were detached. 

‘ Notwithstarfding that the wants of the troops at Cadiz 
induce me to consent to the disbursement of money at that 
«*placc for the supplies required, the letters recently received 
from England leave no doubt in my jnind that we shall be obliged 
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to evacuate the Peninsula for the want of money to defray the 
expenses of the army, and to perform the King’s engage¬ 
ments. 

‘ There is nothing new in this quarter. Affairs remain ex¬ 
actly as they were when I wrote last. 

‘ 4 have the honor to be, &c. 

• Lieut. Gen. Graham.’ 4 Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., tc Lieut. General Graham. 
‘Sir, * Olorico, 16th May, 1810. 

‘ 1 have received your letter of the 9th instant, relative to 
the desire of Major General the Hon. William Stewart to be 
removed to this army. r 

‘ I had already received a private letter from Major General 
Stewart of the 29th of April, expressing his wish to b» em¬ 
ployed in Portugal, to which I wrote an answer, of w Inch I 
enclose the extract upon that subject; and you may depend 
upon it that I shall not make any alteration ip the Staff’ at 
Cadiz without your concurrence. 

‘ I wrote to you on the 3rd instant, and on the 13th, respect¬ 
ing your situation in this army. 

* 1 -have the honor to be, &c. 

'Lieut. General Graham.' ‘ Wellington. 

Extract of a Letter to Major General- the Uon. William Stewart, 
tluted May 14, 18^ 0. 

* I am much flattered by your desire to be removed to this 
army, which I shall certainly bear in mind; but, under present 
circumstances, I do not think that it would be proper to re- 
movc*you from Cadiz, or indeed that the service in Portugal 
would offer you better opportunities of distinguishing yourself.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lokl ‘ Celorico, )6th May^lSlO. 

‘ The rnemy have continued nearly in the same positions in 
the neighlrourhood of Ciudad Rodrigb since I last addressed 
you on the 9th instant, and the rain has continued, and the 
Agueda is still impassable.* 

i 2 
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‘ General Mermet summoned the place on the 12th, and 
received an answer from the Governor stating his determina¬ 
tion not to surrender it, and his intention to fire upon any flags 
of truce which might be sent in in future. 

‘ The enemy have not made any movements of importance 
on the side of Astorga; but it appeafs that the troops which 
they have left in that quarter are more numerous than was at 
first reported. 

‘ 1 have reports from Valladolid, that Massena is expected 
there to take the command of the army in’this quarter; and 
that a reinforcement of about 11,000 men was on its march to 
that town, which had been drawn from the neighbourhood of 
Vitoria : both these reports, however, require confirmation. 

' The enemy reconnoitred Badajoz, on the left of the Gua- 
dian;>, on the 12th instant; the day on which they summoned 
Ciudad Kodrigo. 

‘ The allied troops on both sides the Tagus continue in the 
same positions. 

‘ The last accounts from Cadiz are of the 9th instant. 

* J have the honor to be, Stc. 

• The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ W Islington. 

''Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. ' 

4 Mv Lord, ‘ Cclorico, 16th May, 1810. 

‘ 1 have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s dis¬ 
patches of the 12th and 24th April (marked 11), regarding 
the supplies of money for this army, and I am concerned to 
observe that your Lordship relies Upon the hopes of being 
able to procure specie in the Peninsula for bills upon England, 
to support an expenditure" estimated to amount to £300,000 
per mensem. * 

4 Your Lordship may rely upon it, that if a vessel is sent 
with a bill to get together every sum of money that is to be 
procured ill that manner, in a’ny par 4 of the Peninsula, which 
has been the practice lately, you will not get more than half 
the sum, ami the remainder must be mad^good by rcmttiances 
from England. -* 

° ‘ The Government is mistaken in supposing that large sums 
can tc procured at Cadiz for bill? upon Eft^land, when bul- 
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lion arrives in large quantities from South America. The 
bullion which arrives is generally on account of the Spanish 
Government, none of which can be got; and the average 
monthly sum procured for bills at Cadiz and Gibraltar has 
been i?55,000. In this period, many millions of dollars have 
been imported from South America, but, with but small ex¬ 
ceptions, on account of the Government. 

■ If circumstances do not permit the Government to make 
the remittances required regularly front England, it is my 
duty to inform your Lordship that it is impossible for the 
army to continue in this country on the scale on which we 
have been hitherto, or on which we ought to be, to have it in 
our power to do any good. Every day’s experience proves 
that the army cannot be maintained in the Peninsula without 
money to pay for every thing that is received; and the result 
of an attempt to remain with inadequate funds would proljpbly 
be a failure in some important branch of the service at a criti¬ 
cal moment. Deficiency in the funds to pay and support the 
Portuguese arm#, which must be the consequence of the con¬ 
tinued delays in the performance of his Majesty’s engagements 
to the Portuguese Government, and of the growing accnmula- • 
tion of the debt due to that Government on account of the 
subsidy, will be attended by the same bad consequences. 

‘ By the next packet, I hope to be able to transmit to your 
Lordship an estimate of the expenses in this country, which 
will show the adequacy of the sum of*£300,000 to defray the 
charges of the army in Portugal, of the troops at Cadiz, and 
to provide for a subsidy to Portugal of £120,000 per mensem. 

‘ I shall also be able by that time to send your Lordship a 
more detailed reply to the observations contained in Mr. Har¬ 
rison’s letter to Lieut. Colonel Bunbury of the 24th April. 

‘ l must now observe upon this letter, that Mr. Harrison 
has referred to a document transmitted in a private letter to 
Lord Castlerejgh, instead of to tne official estimate from which 
that document was extracted. If he had referred to that 
official estimate, he would have seen that it was,of the expanses 
of the army for the*months of September, October, and No¬ 
vember ; and I believe I shall be able to show that it was as 
accurate an estimate, both of the expenses and of the existing 
means of defraying them for those shree months, as could be 
framed. " 
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‘ Your Lordship is aware that these estimates are framed 
ly tlt'e officers at the head of the several departments, to the 
1 est of their judgmenf, according to the information which 
they possess. Neitlier they nor 1 can be responsible that the 
expenditure shall Correspond exactly with the sum which it 
had been estimated each head should cost. A small variation 
iu price, or alteration in the system, or the seat of the opera¬ 
tions, or the necessity of sending to a greater distance for any 
necessary article, would occasion an alteration of expense 
under one or all the heads of charge in tile extraordinaries; 
and neither the officers who frame the estimates, nor 1, could 
be deemed responsible, or could control, in any manner, the 
alteration. All that we can do is, to keep down all expenses 
as much as possible; and upon that sulvjeet every thing is 
done that is in our power. 

‘ In the month of December a material alteration was made 
in the position of the army, which occasioned some increase of 
expense under the heads of transports and forage. There 
was an increase in the ordinaries beyond the Estimate of Sep¬ 
tember, 1809, and in the hospitals; and your Lordship will 
recollect that 1 stated in my letter of the 13th of December, 
.that money would be required from England to cover the 
deficiency of the funds to be found in the Peninsula to defray 
the expenses of the army. 

‘ The reasoning in Mr. Harrison’s letter, to show that the 
army could not lie in ‘want of money, notwithstanding my 
letter of the 13th of December, founded on the amount of the 
bills drawn, and the sums supplied from England since the 
date of fhe estimate of September, 1809, must be erroneous. 
He has omitted to subtract from the amount paid for bills at 
the Treasury, above 10 per cent., which *specie procured by 
bills costs in the Peninsula; 'and he has included in the 
amount of supplies received in this country, two sums of 
164,000 and 400,000 dollars, neither of which had arrived 
at Lisbon,'‘and the latter of which had not sailed from Eng¬ 
land' 1 at the datq of his letter. 

‘ There are also somy erroneouS ) statements and cbnclucions 
respecting the expenditure, particularly on the amount of old 
debts paid, and sums supplied to the Portuguese Government 
in the period tftider di#ci*.sion, all of which are to be attributed 
to M r. Harrison’s having considered the estimate of September, 
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1809, as one to answer for all times and all circumstances, in¬ 
stead of being one for the three months specified. 

‘ I have now directed the Commissary General *to furnish 
me with an estimate of the expenditure every month, which 
shall be transmitted to your Lordship ; and by the next packet 
I hope to be able to transmit to your Lordship an accurate 
account of the sums received in each montbat Lisbon, Oporto, 
Coruna, Cadiz, and Gibraltar, for bills upon the Treasury. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Earl of Liverpool' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General Cox, 
Governor of Almeida. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Celorico, 17th May, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of yesterday’s date.* The 
statement of a fact is very different, and has an effect^ more 
powerful than a general reflection. Neither I, nor any other 
officer in the British service, has the pow.er qf confining and 
punishing a magistrate, whatever may be the nature of his 
crime ; and I certainly shall not permit such a practice. I 
beg to know the office of the civil magistrate of Castello Bom, 
who received corporal punishment. 

1 Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brig. General Cox' . ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General Cox, 
Governor of Almeida. 

‘ My dear Sir, ,, ‘Celorico, 17th May, 1810. 

‘ I do not recollect whether you ever informed me of the 
size*and capacity of the mortars which the Junta of Ciudad 
Rodrigo have desired to have, and I have not time to look 
over my papers before the post goesY>ut. 

‘ If they are of very large size, and capable of throwing 
shells to a great, distance, I should think it advisable not to 
send them, as they may eventually be used against yourself. 
Let me know by the paste of this night. 

v * a ‘ Believd roe, &c. 

‘ Brig. General Cox.' ‘Wellington,.. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 

* My dkar General, ‘Celorico, 17tliMay, 1810. 

‘ 1 wish to mention to you, that neither I, nor any other 
officer of the Brititfo army, have the power of confining or 
punishing the magistrates or others in authority in Portugal. 
All that can be done, in case they do not exert themselves to 
comply with your requisitions, is to report them to me, stating 
specifically their offence, which is, I imagine, generally, one of 
omission of duty; and I shall order them to head quarters, 
and thence to Lisbon, to be punished by the Government. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd ' ‘ Wellington. 


• Lieut. General Viscount Wellington. K.B., to Brigadier General 

R. Craufurd. 

1 My wear General, 4 Celorico, 17th May, 1810. 

‘ I have had some conversation with Mr. Jackson, and I 
think his account is very loose and unsatisfactory. He says 
that the troops in La Martiniere’s division belong to the 2/?d 
Corps d’Armee ; and he says that t]ie 1st, 2nd, 6th, and 8th 
c&rps are in Castille and Leon ; and that these troops are on 
their way to join the 2nd corps, which he supposes in Castille. 
The 2nd corps is certainly on the Guadiana, and the 1st at 
Cadiz ; the 6th and 8th i;i Castille and Leon. 

* From all this I think it most probable that this division is 
on its march into Eslremadura, and that it will pass by Con- 
gosto, &c.,,and to Arzobispo or Almartiz. 

‘ The enemy reconnoitred Badajoz on the left of the Gua¬ 
diana on the 12th, and it was supposed tlnft they intended to 
attempt to assault the place. This is not very probable. But 
Hill moved on the 15th towards Elvas. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Brig. Gen. R, Craufurd.' 1 Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill'. 

‘ Mv dear Hill, ‘ Celnrico, 17 th May, 1810. 

4 I received this morning, your lecter of the 14th, and 1 am 
convinced that whatever you decide upon will be,right. 
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‘ I recommend to you, however, to proceed with great 
caution in respect to intelligence transmitted to you by the 
Marquis de la llomana and all the Spanish officers. It is 
obvious that there is nothing they wisn for so much as to in¬ 
volve our troops in their operations, which could lead to no 
advantage, and might end in the loss of every thing. This is 
evident, both from the letters of the Marquis himself, and 
from the false reports made to Lieut. Hcathcote, of the firing 
heard from Badajoz at Alburquerque. 

• I do not understand either the nature or the objects of 
the position taken qp by the Marquis de la llomana with his 
right, or the movements by which he proposes to protect it, or 
those by which you are to assist him in protecting it. If we' 
are to be involved in these operations, we must not only 
thoroughly understand them, but we must direct them. 

‘ You will of course proceed with great caution ; and recola 
lect that if you are once involved in this desultory system of 
operations, you cannot withdraw from them, without doing 
those whom you intend to assist more injury, when you leave 
them to return to your position, than you can do them good 
by involving yourself in them. 

‘ The assistance which you give them should be instanta¬ 
neous, should have a precise object, and should be decisive; 
and you should then return to your position at Portalegre. 
I have heard that General La Martiniere arrived at Valla¬ 
dolid in the end of last month and beginning of this, in com¬ 
mand of a division of troops, of which I enclose the list, which 
are said to belong to the 2nd corps, that now commanded by 
Jlegnier. I have not yet heard of their passing Valladolid, 
and it is possible that these troops may be destined for this 
quarter; but 1 beg you to desire Colonel Grant, who is on the 
Tagus, and any body you nay have in your front, to watch 
all movements from the Puerto de* Banos, or the Puerto del 
Pico, towards Arzobispo or Almaraz. I shall take care to 
apprise you of any further movements I may hear of this 
division. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

'Lieut. General Hill.' Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

• My dkab Hill, ‘ Celorico, 18 th May, 1810 . 

‘ There h a report here that Captain Cotton, who is em¬ 
ployed fry you at Badajoz, has been ill treated by the people 
of the town ; I conclude, because you did not move to protect 
their cattle, &c., from the enemy: as if that was not their 
business instead of ours. 

* This is a part of the system on which all the Spanish 
authorities have been acting, to induce us to take a part in the 
desultory operations which they are carrying on. 

‘ False reports and deceptions of every description are tried, 
'and then popular insults, to show us what the general opinion 
is of our conduct. " However, nothing of this kind shall make 
me take one step either way, which is not dictated by my sense 
•f what is best for the cause. 

‘ I shall not, however, allow any officer under my cotiimand 
to be insulted; and if this report be founded, I beg you to 
recall Captain Cotton from Badajoz, and not allow any British 
officer to return there. 

* Colonel Carroll is employed by Government at the head 
quarters of the Marquis de la Romana; and he, I dare say, 
a. ill give you all the intelligence, &c., which you might expect 
to receive from the employment of Captain Cotton at Badajoz; 
and I conclude that the Marquis de la Romana’s respect for 
the British Government, and his regard for Colonel Carroll, 
will induce him to protect him from the insults which it is said 
that the people were allowed to show to Captain Cotton, sup¬ 
posing the people to be equally inclined to insult Colonel 
Carroll. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Lieut. General Hill.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Beresford, 

‘ My dear Beresford, ' Celorico, loth May, 1810 . 

‘ I enclose you all the correspondence which has passed 
between Lie,ut. General Payne and me regarding your bat¬ 
man, which at last has ctftne to this^poiftt, that I must decide 
.whether an order given by Lieut. General Payne, which has 
been carried into execution in respect to every body, should 
be carried into execution ir jespect to you. 
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«It appears to tne that there is one very easy mode of 
settling the business, which is for you to communicate with 
General Payne, and state that you understood he*had given 
an order upon the subject, and request to know whether there 
is any inconvenience in your retention of ‘he man. 

‘ If you have any reason for wishing not to take this step, 
I must take up the question on its public?grounds only, and 
decide upon it. 

‘ There is no news this morning. Kave you adopted any 
measures to have the four old women removed from the Con¬ 
vent at Gouveia ? 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal Beresford: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General Cox, 
Governor of Almeida. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Celorico, 19th R^af, 1810. 

* I think it advisable not to send the mortars to Ciudad 
Rodrigo You had best write, that i have given no positive 
answer on the subject, and refer the Governor to me. 

‘ You did not enclose the letter from the Capitao Mor of 
Castello Bom. 

Believe me, &c. 

• Brig. Gen. Cor.’ ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, JC.B ., to Brigadier General 
R. Crau/urd. 

‘ My dear General, ‘ Celorico, 19th May, 1810. 

‘ The enemy have within these few days again threatened 
Bajajoz, and the right of the Marquis de la Romana’s corps 
stationed on the left of the Guaaiana. But they had retired 
again, according to the last accounts of the Kkh, and General 
Hill, who had moved, has resumed his positions at Porta- 
legre. 

• Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, *K.B., to Marshal Beresford. 

‘ My dear Beresford, ‘ Celorico, 19th May, It 19. 

‘ 1 inclose the intelligence received this morning from both 
frtMt apd right. I doubt that -if is so eertain that Massena 
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has arrived at Salamanca, as that he is appointed to the com¬ 
mand If he had arrived at Salamanca, J think we should 
have heard of it from our intelligence people. 

* I do not understand' this second corps. Ney’s was always 
the 3rd, and Kellerrran’s the 0th, and the 2nd was Soult’s, and 
is now commanded by Regnier, on the Guadiana. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Marshal Beresford. ‘ W ELLINGTON. 

* Return the enclosed papers.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount IVellington , K B„ to Lieut. Colonel Carroll. 

' My dear Sir, ‘ Celorico, 20th May, 1810. 

‘ I have seen in thvt Badajoz papers a copy of a letter from 
Madame Bonnett to her husband, which it is supposed has 
been intercepted, and which letter I consider to be highly in¬ 
terest hig. 

* I recommend to you to ask the Marquis de la Romana to 
allow you to see and take a copy of the original letter, and 
that you should transmit it to the King’s minister at Lisbon, 
to be forwarded to his Majesty’s Government. 

‘ I understand that the deserters who were sent from Bada- 
jete to Elvas have never arrived at Lisbon'. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut. Colonel Carrol!.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Biigadier General 
R. Crau/urd. 

‘ My dear General, Celorico, 20th May, 1810. 

* I have perused with great attention, and have considered 
the proposed regulations for the conduct of the CommissSriat 
department with the Light Division, and I return them, toge¬ 
ther with a memorandum upon them. 

‘ What is stated in that memorandum will show you how 
difficult it is for any General Officer to frame a code of regula¬ 
tions for the conduit of this, or indeed any other department, 
connected with thd particular body of troops under h ; s com¬ 
mand. In respect to this particular department, the duties of 
the* officers employed in it are so various, and'must be per¬ 
formed” in a manner so different ift different parts of the 
country, and depend so much upon the regular supply of 
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mdhey, and other circumstances, that I consider it a more 
difficult task to frame a code of regulations for the perform¬ 
ance of active duties, which shall he applicable to this depart¬ 
ment, than I should find it for any other branch of the service. 

‘ After all, the regulations would be confined almost ex¬ 
clusively to the information to be transmitted periodically to 
the Commissary General, in order that he* might provide for 
the deficiencies in the country to supply the troops. Every 
thing else must depend upon the intelligent activity of the 
Commissary upon the spot, which no general regulation can 
provide for, and upqn money. 

‘ While writing upon this subject*, I beg to draw your 
attention to the enclosed copy of a Division Order, put into 
my hands by the Commissary .General, which I request 
you to reconsider. I do not think that the return, which is 
therein directed to be made, is calculated to give the officers 
of the commissariat additional leisure for the performsfhee of 
their duties; nor do I think that, supposing the officers of the 
commissariat require some check upor the misuse of their 
time, this order is calculated to produce that reform of this 
abuse which you would wish. I am therefore very desirous 
that you should countermand it; and if you have reason to 
believe that these persons do misspend their time, let me know 
it, and I will take care that it shall be properly noticed. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Brig. Gen. Craufurd.’ ' W ellington. 

Memorandum on Brigadier General II. Craufurd s proposed 
Commissariat Regulations. 

‘ Celorico, 20th May, 1810. 

‘ It would be highly desirable to effect the principal ohject 
of the Regulations for the eonduct^of. the Commissariat, pro¬ 
posed by General Craufurd, viz., a separation of the duties 
among the Commissaries attached to each division of the troops. 
It is apprehended, however, tnat this object cannot be effected 
in any division of the army, excepting in 'that under the im¬ 
mediate command of General Craufurd, and probably not in 
that division for any great length of time. * • 

‘ The establishment of the Commissariat, as settled by the 
Ireasury, Usually allowed, is one Assistant Commissary to 
each brigade«of infantry ; and is this army there has been.one 
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allowed to each regiment of cavalry, one fo the artillery, sfhd 
one V> head quarters. 1 It might be convenient to attach a 
Deputy Commissary to each division of troops, to superintend 
the duties, dnd perform' those of a higher description which 
would fall to him in„a separation of the duties; but unfortu¬ 
nately the state of the establishment, owing to the sickness of 
many, and the variety of employment for the officers in the 
higher ranks of the commissariat, have never enabled me to 
carry that arrangement, into execution. 

‘ But even if I had been able to execute *that arrangement, 
the separation of duties would have been impracticable in any 
division of the army ^Ince it has gone into cantonments, ex¬ 
cepting, probably, the light division. In Portugal troops can¬ 
not find cantonments •or food for more than one brigade in one 
place. The nearest brigade will generally be at the distance 
of three or four leagues, and it would be’ impossible for any 
comrrftssary to perform either the duties of the senior or the 
duties of the junior commissary to two brigades, as laid down 
in these regulations. 

‘ In the same manner on a march in ordinary circumstances 
only one brigade can find cover and food in a place, and in this 
case also the separation of duties could not be carried into 
execution. 

‘ When the army is assembled for a general operation, the 
supplies must be received generally from the magazine, and 
then the duty of the commissary with each brigade would be 
that of the junior, as stated in these regulations; but even in 
this case the-separation of the duties might be inconvenient, as 
one of two brigades might be stationed in places where articles 
of supply might be purchased with advantage, of which the 
commissaries might not-be able to take advantage, if the pur¬ 
chasing commissary attached to the division to which the bri¬ 
gade should belong did not happen to lie on the spot. 

‘ I should consider any arrangement to be desirable which 
relieved the t officers of the commissariat from the enormous 
weight of responsibility by which they are borne down, and 
which would. giVe them more time for the perftirtpgnce of 
the active duties of their* employment. But 1 should 1 doubt 
whether the separation of the duties, as proposed, would have 
this effect. It would relieve the Senior commissary of the 
division from the most complicated and embartassingnof, the 
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accounts, viz., the store account, and would throw an in¬ 
creased proportion of it upon the junior. It is this account 
alone which embarrasses any of the commissaries 4 they find 
no difficulty in settling their money account, but the store 
account cannot be settled. Upon the whole, therefore, this 
part of the regulations cannot be generally adopted in the 
army. 

‘ In order to render more clear the observations' which I 
have to make upon the remaining part" of the regulations, it 
is necessary that I should advert generally to the state of the 
commissariat service of Great Britain. 

‘ A regular commissariat establishment is quite new in the 
British service. It is not required within Great Britain, and 
when an army serves abroad, the particular services to be per¬ 
formed by the officers of the commissariat are as little known 
to the military officers of the army, as the mode of performing 
them is to the officers of the commissariat. Even the* little 
experience which some of those officers have of service, on little 
maritime expeditions to some foreign colony dr island, is en¬ 
tirely inapplicable to the larger scale of operations to be carried 
on upon a continent by a large army in the field. 1 have also 
to observe that the mode of performing these duties, and the 
different objects to be attended to in supplying the troop.,, 
vary, not only in the different countries in which the British 
troops may be employed, but vary very materially in the dif¬ 
ferent parts in which they may bf employed in the same 
country. 

‘ From these circumstances, particularly -from that first 
mentioned, the regulations for the conduct of the commissariat 
in the instructions from the Treasury are very inadequate to 
the duties requir'd from the commissaries; and from the 
jealousy of all persons in England regarding every description 
of military expenditure, they are confined principally to the 
mode of settling the accounts. 

* Under these, regulations the Commissary General is re¬ 
sponsible for every article of store in his charge; that it is 
not issued excepting under due authority, or without the re¬ 
quired vouchers, the nature of whiclf is stated in the instruc¬ 
tions. .. In regard to purchases, he must be able to prove 4 r, 
every instanqp that the article has tjeen purchased at tbelbwest 
priqp; ,,that >Jie purchase money,has been paid, &c. And in 
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respect to contracts, besides many other formalities of adver¬ 
tisement, &c., they must in every instance have the approba¬ 
tion of the,Commander in Chief of the army. 

‘ The Commissary General is forbidden to give money in lieu 
of ratiohs, to give hack rations, &c. &c. This is the general 
tenor of the instructions to the Commissary General; and the 
great business of tjhe Commander in Chief of the army is to 
discovers mode of carrying on the business of this important 
department, as much ip conformity with the instructions to the 
Commissary General as is possible. I fear .that many of the 
regulations now before me are entirely inconsistent with these 
instructions, and .therefore cannot be adopted in any part of 
the army; others of them are inconsistent with the General 
Orders issued for the general conduct of .this department ; 
others enter into details, which are either already the subject 
of regulation by the Commissary General, or are the comnjon 
practice, or would be more properly the subject of regulation 
by the Commissary General. 

‘ Regulation upon many of these points is very difficult, 
and might be attended by many inconvcniencies to the 
troops. 

‘ I shall now consider these regulations, article by article, as 
I find them before me. 

Art. 1. Art. 1. 

‘ Separation of duties. ‘ I have already pointed out the 

u inconvenience of the general ap¬ 
plication of the regulation in this 
article. 


Art. 2. 

‘Nos. 1 and 2, regarding 
communications with Com¬ 
missary General on supplies. 


‘ No. 3. Commissaries to 
submit contracts to Com¬ 
manding Officer of division. 


, Art. 2. 

‘ Nos. 1 and 2 prescribe the 
duties which ai;p now or ought to 
be performed by every commissary 
attached to a brigade or regiment 
in the army. 

‘..No. 3 is contrary to the in¬ 
structions from the Treasury: no 
junior commissary can enter into 
a contract without orders from tne 
Commissary General, and every 
contract must be approved by the 

Commander in Chie f . 

I « > .) 
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•' No. 4. To pay for sup¬ 
plies in cash or bills. 

‘ No. 5. To take charge 
of distant depots. 


‘ No. G. To make reports 
to Commanding Officer of 
division. 


1 No. 7. To regulate duties 
of commissariat. 


Akt. 3. 

‘ Nos. 1 and 2. The duties 
of commissaries and their 
clerks. 


‘ No. 3. The commissary 
or big clerk to attend the 
delivery of each art.cle of 
supply. 


‘ No. u. The commissary 
to be informed by the Quar¬ 
ter Master General of the 
eanto^mants of ijie troops, 
vo^. vi. u 


12U 

* No. 4 is already directed by 
the General Orders. 

‘ No. 5 is referable to the di¬ 
vision of duties. There must he it 
storekeeper of course to every de¬ 
pot, whether formed for a division 
or a brigade, or the whole army. 

‘ No. 6. The Officer command¬ 
ing a division can have this infor¬ 
mation from any commissary at¬ 
tached to any body of troops in 
his division. 

‘No. 7 depends principally upon 
the adoption of the division of 
duties; hut in ordinary case*it is 
the duty of the Commissary Gene¬ 
ral to give such directions, from 
time to time, as wjll provide for 
the performance of the duties of 
the commissariat, and will prevent 
the clashing of the several com¬ 
missaries. 

Art. 3. 

* Nos. 1 and 2 prescribe duties 
either already performed,or which 
ought t<7 he performed by the 
commissaries of brigades or their 
clerks. 

‘ No. 3. The principle of this 
regulation is already the ordfer of 
the army. 

‘ The girder referred to in this 
article is perfectly proper, when 
there is not a clerk or officer of 
the commissariat to superintend 
the issue of each article of pro¬ 
visions. 

t ... 

‘ No. 4.. The regulation in No. 
4 is the ordinary practice. 

0 
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‘No. 5. Commissary to 
ascertain ^supplies in each 
village. 

‘ No. f). To ascertain 
whether deficiency can be 
made up from neighbouring 
villages^ 

‘ No. 7 directs a state of 
supplies in the district to 
be made by the assistant 
commissary. 


‘ No. 8 directs two days’ 
supply for the troops in each 
of the villages in which they 
are cantoned. 




* No. 5. Tne regulation in No. 
5 is the duty of every commissary 
of a brigade. 

‘ No. 6 prescribes conduct prac¬ 
tised by every commissary of a 
brigade. 

‘ No. 7 prescribes a duty which 
I fear it would be difficult, if not 
impossible, to perform. First, it 
would take up a great length of 
time to make up the return; se¬ 
condly, when the return would be 
made up the'whole state of the 
supplies in the district would 
probably have altered. 

‘‘The state of the supplies in one 
village depends upon a store, and 
the supplies to be drawn from that 
store depend upon its contents, 
and the common consumption of 
the village. 

‘ The supplies of other villages 
would depend upon a market. It 
would not be easy for a commis¬ 
sary to make a statement which 
would be true for one week, of the 
state of the supplies in any village, 
much less in a district. The fact 
is that the state of the supplies in 
any district cohere supplies are 
found in markets depends upon 
money. 

‘ No. 8 . The directions con¬ 
tained in No. C, are provided for 
by the orders to the Commissary* 
General, requiring that, six days’ 
bread 'And as much meat, and three 
days’ forage, should be at all times 
in thb cantonrtiev'ts of all the 
troops. 
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‘ No. 9 directs that the 
commissary shall have a re¬ 
turn of supplies from other 
villages occupied by the 
troops. 


4 No. 10. Receipts for 
supplies at Head Quarters 
to he signed by Quarter 
Masters. 


‘ Nos. 11, 12, 13, and 14 
contain regulations for the 
grant of receipts by officers, 
to magistrates for supplies. 


4 No. 9- The commissary with 
each brigade must of course? have 
a return at stated periods, from 
each of the persons employed in 
the supply of and delivery to any 
portions of the brigade detached 
in any neighbouring villages. The 
form of the return is of course 
fixed by the Commissary General. 

‘ No. 10. I apprehend that the 
directions in this number are not 
consistent with the instructions 
from the Treasury to the Com¬ 
missary General. Whatever those 
instructions direct must be •done 
in respect to the signing officer of 
requisition upon the commissary, 
and of receipts for articles de¬ 
livered . 

4 The directions in Nos. 11,12, 
13, and 1-1 are referable to receipts 
for supplies delivered to the troops 
wi'hout the intervention of an 
officer of the commissariat. The 
instructions from the Treasury do 
not allow*of any money being paid 
for articles furnished to any but 
an officer of ihe commissariat, and 
that only upon regular vouchers 
and certificates. Whenever, there¬ 
fore, the service requires that 
supplies ghould be taken for the 
troops from the country, without 
the intervention of an officer of 
the commissariat, the Commander 
of the Forces is obliged to give a 
special authority for the payment 
; for those supplies. When I was at 
Badajoz, I considered and passed 
' an authority on each of nearly 
4000 rifregular 4 receipts of tins 
k 2 
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‘ No. 15 directs that a 
contractor who is to deliver 
supplies shall have a note, 
of introduction. 

‘ No. 1C directs that one 
receipt only for all the ar¬ 
ticles supplied in each vil¬ 
lage shall be given on each 
day. 


‘No. 17 directs that the 
Assistant C6tnmissary shall, 
once a week, take up all 
receipts given by regimental 
Quatver Mastery, and give 
one general receipt for all" 
articles received. 


description, given by officers for 
supplies in the preceding part of 
the campaign in Portugal. This 
circumstance shows how necessary 
it is that officers should attend to 
the General Orders upon this sub¬ 
ject. These forbid anv officers 
to give a receipt to a magistrate, 
or person furnishing supplies, ex¬ 
cepting in a case of necessity, and 
those only in the regular form ; 
and the granting of this receipt, 
and the necessity lor it to he re¬ 
ported to the Officer commanding 
the division, who will communi¬ 
cate the existence of this •ccoipt 
to fhe commissary, in order that 
it may he taken up. 

‘ I do not think the regulations 
in these numbers can he substi¬ 
tuted for the General Orders. 

‘ 'The regulations in No. 15 
must of course he practised, hv 
every Commissary. 

‘ No Hi. This regulation ap¬ 
pears conformable to the General 
Orders, if all articles of supply in 
the same village are received from 
the same person, and that person 
the magistrate. But if they are 
notv particularly if any arc re¬ 
ceived from contractors, it would 
expose proprietors qf supplies to 
great injustice Com magistrates. 

‘ No. 17. I doubt whether this* 
regulation is consistent .-.with the 
instructions from the Treasury. 
It would he impossible to execute 
it. without autno.tity from the 
Commander of tie; Forces; and 
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Art. 5. 

‘ Prescribes a form in 
which Quarter Masters of 
regiments and Commissaries 
are to keep accounts of issues 
to the troops. 

Art. 6. 

• Xefers to supplies for 
General Officers atm Staff. 


" No. 1. They arc to re¬ 
ceive supplies from Commis¬ 
sary. 

‘ No. 2. The aide de camp 
to draw for them. 

‘ No. Staff Officers 
dr:.,\ for themselves. 

‘ Nos 1 and 5. General 
Officers and Stuff Officers 
nniv pav for their rations, 
and are to receive tilt a- 
mount of their bills. 


' No. G directs that a clerk 
may keep an account of is¬ 
sues to Gentj’al and Staff 
Officer^., as under afticle 5th. 

Art. 1 

‘•Goes*to give the «im- 
manding officer of division in¬ 
formation of susphes. prices, t 
Sir., through ('\>cr channels 
besides % Cotrtmissarv. 
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unless the receipts passed by the 
troops are strictly in conformity 
to form, &c., for the e'xact quan- 
tities of articles to which they arc 
entitled by the regulations. 

Art. 5. 

‘ The whole of the regulations 
in article 5th are inconsistent with 
the instructions of the Treasury, 
and cannot be carried into execu¬ 
tion. 

Art. (>. 

‘ The instructions from the 
Treasury, and the General Order, 
are applicable to the supplies for 
General and Staff Officers, as well 
as for the rest of the army. * 

‘ No. 1 is the order of the army. 


* No. 2 is the general practice'. 

‘ No. 3 ditto ditto. 

‘ Nos 4 and 5 are inconsistent 
with the instructions from the 
Treasury. 

* The Commissary General can¬ 
not pay bills of any officer for 
supplies paid for by those officers, 
without the authority of the Com¬ 
mander of the Forces. 

“ * No. & refers to the regulations 
of article 5, which arc entirely in- 
consistent with the instructions of 
the Treasury. 

Art.. 7. 

‘ The /irst five numbers of ar¬ 
ticle 7 tend to establish a control 
over the officers of the Commis¬ 
sariat,Jh the coirftnanding officers 
of regiments. 1 hi$ is a quos- 
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‘ No. (i directs ju ices to be 
rejjnrled and sairdioned by 
(ieneral Officer commanding 

division. 


1 No. 7 directs a loaf to 
be sent to General Oflicer of 
division. • 

‘ No. 8 'directs that weight 
of corn, by alquicr, shall be 
jmblished in orders. 

‘No. 9 directs informa¬ 
tion to lie furnished of 
weight of ait alquicr of corn. 

‘No. 10 directs'rejiorts to 
Commissary of receipts. 

‘ Nos. 11 and 12 authorize 
Sflicersto purchase supplies. 


lion of military policy and pro¬ 
priety, rather than of Commissa¬ 
riat regulation. These orders may 
do very well, and may be well exe¬ 
cuted by the officers commanding 
regiments in the light division ; 
but I am very certain that they 
cannot become a general regula¬ 
tion for this or any other army. 

‘ No. G. Tht commanding offi¬ 
cer of the division cannot sanction 
any price, under the instructions 
of the Treasury, although his sanc¬ 
tion of it would-certainly guide the 
judgment of the Commander of the 
Forces upon the subject. , The 
price paid for every article must 
be certified bv the magistrate of the 
village to be the lowest, and this is 
sufficient to pass the accounts. 

‘ 1 should apprehend that mak¬ 
ing officers the judges and report¬ 
ers on prices would embarrass, if 
not render impossible, the settle¬ 
ment of any account. 

‘ No. 7. I imagine the Commis¬ 
sary and all officers have the same 
ration loaf with the soldiers. 

‘ No. 8. This 1 believe is a fit 
subject for regulation and occa¬ 
sional order by commanding offi¬ 
cers of divisions. 

‘ No. 9 is desirable to enable 
the commanding officer to issue 
the order of No., 8. 

‘ No. 10. Not exactly consistent 
with the General Orders,, 

‘ Nos. 11 and 12. Coxtrary to 
the instructions of the Treasury. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Beresford. 

• Mv dear Beresford, ‘ Celorico, 20tb.May, i8io. 

• I enclose returns and letters whicli I liavc received from 
General Cole, regarding the equipments in Colonel Harvey’s 
brigade. 

‘ Send back the correspondence. 1 intended it only as a 
private communication. I shall take up the business &nd de¬ 
cide upon it on public grounds. Nothing new this day. 

4 Believe me, &e. 

* Marshal Beresford. ‘ Wellington. 

4 i : .S. I have just received the correspondence.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esg. 

4 Mv -dear Sir, 4 Celorico, 20th Muy^l810. 

4 I have received your several letters of the 16th. 

‘ Beresford spoke to me the other day whout General 
Clarke's nephew*. I rather wish that he should be sent to 
England by sea. He must have a letter for the Commis¬ 
sioners of Transports, to inform them that he has been libe¬ 
rated by the Spanish Government, and that he is to be sent t- 
M. rlaix by the first opportuni'y. They will send him without 
fail. I cannot well allow him to pass through our ports. 

‘ I shall speak to Marshal Beresford respecting his objec¬ 
tions to the Special Commission. I lielieve they are founded 
on the slowness and voluminous nature of all law proceedings 
in Portugal. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

' C. Stuart, Esq.' 4 Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, Is.B., to Marshal Beresford. 

4 Mv dear Beresford, 4 Celorico, 21st May, 1810. 

4 1 have received yoifr two letters of the 20 th.*" Whenever 
you name to me the corps and their stations {p which you wish 
the* beef should be iesued by our commissaries , 1 1 will order 
the issue in any quantities you please. You will, however. 

The nephei^oi General Clarke, Pncjfe Keltic, in the service of Kroner, 
had IOen*taken prisoner. 
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advert to the necessity of the regiments- which receive this 
meat being stationed near our troops. 

‘ I am concerned to see the state of your magazines. Rice, 
however, is not a bad substitute for bread, and whenever you 
are distressed I must supply you. 

‘ There is nothing new this morning. Have you seen the 
enclosed paper? i have desired Colonel Carroll to see and 
send home a true copy of the original, for 1 suspect that the 
parts which 1 have marked have been altered. 

‘ Relieve me, &e. 

• Marsha! lieresforfl.' t * Wellington. 


Lit tit. General I 'lxco 'itt Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Here*ford. 

‘ My dear Rkrksiokd, ‘ Oelorico, 21st May, 1810. 

* We have at last got a line day, and we may expec* that 
the weather will settle and that' the rivers will fall. I think 
that it would be advisable to desire Barcellar to direct the 
ordenanza who are destined to guard the fords of the Coa 
below Pinhcl, to repair to their posts. 

* 1 enclose the letter on the French Government. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal Beresford .' * Wellington. 


Lieut. General Visronnt Wellington, K.B., to the Joint 
Paymasters General. 

‘ My Loud and Sir, ‘Celorico, 22nd May, 181 o. 

• I liavi had the honor of receiving your letter of the 1st of 
May ; and 1 will endeavor to have the duty of the pay depart¬ 
ment performed with the assistance which, "you informed me, 
has been addeil to it, in consequence of the late representations 
of the Deputy Paymasters General. 

‘ Although the department appears larger than has been 
usually attached to a body of troops, of the 'inimbcrs at pre¬ 
sent under my cdlninand, I have to observe to you that it is 
not larger than the service requires. 

‘ The troops at ('udi? being a part of this army, it is'divided 
into three corps, one north, the other s6uth of the‘Tagus, 
and the detachment at Cac'z. A considerable, portion of the 
pay department is necessarily attached to each of these corps; 
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and a great part of k is stationed at Lisbon, for the conduct of 
the extensive business which is transacted there. 

‘It is also frequently necessary to send officers eff the pay 
department to distant parts of the country, to pay tluj troops 
stationed at a distance from the head quarters of the army. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Joint Paymasters General.' Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B.,£o Marshal Beresford. 

‘ My hear Bkrbsj’ORU, ‘Celorico, 22nd May, 1810. 

‘ There are two o^ three subjects upon which I want to have 
a little conversation with you. The mail Joes to England 
to-morrow, and I am afraid that I shall not be able to go to 
Eornos. Could you come over here ? Cdtne by the high road, 
and. if i can, I will meet you. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• aiarsnai Beresford. ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the,Bight Hon. 

Henry li ellesley. 

‘ My dear Henry, ‘ Celorico, 22nd May, 18)0. 

‘ The Government are desirous that we should occupy the 
Bayona Islands, off Vigo,.in case it should be necessary for us 
to ^evacuate Portugal; but it^ will be desirable at an early 
period to send officers of the engineers, and the navy, to survey 
those Islands, ami to form some notion of their defence, and 
of. their capacity in other respects. *L'hese officers cannot be 
sent lo those Islands, Uj any useful purpose, without the consent 
of the Regency, and 1 shall be much obliged to you if you 
will apply for it. 

‘ Affairs remain here in the same state in which they were 
when I wrote to yo*i last. Massena haS arrived at Salamanca, 
to command the army in our front. 

‘ The French troops in Estremadura reconnoitred Badajoz 
on the left of,the Guadiana on the 12th, the same day they sum¬ 
moned Ciudad Radrigo.. ThisVeconnoissance was connected 
with other movements which indicated an invention to attack 
Bal^esteivs; but General Hill moved, and their plan was frus¬ 
trated ; told by the last accounts-froin^ Badajoz of the 18th, 
the French were on* the defensive at Almcndralejo. Generifl 1 
Hill has resiufpd hi» position. 

‘ Ever yours, nfifst affectionately, 

■ The m-hi nft„ n n <>//,■,/,>„ ’ ‘Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Loud. ‘Celorico, 22nd May, 1810. 

‘ I enclose a letter received from Mr. Assistant Commissary 

-at Cadiz, frdm which it appears that the connection of 

that department at Cadiz with the commissariat of this army 
is not yet understood. 

‘ I also enclose a letter from the Paymasters General in 
England, to their deputy Mr. Bovs, in this country, from 
which it appears that the Paymasters General do not under¬ 
stand that the troops at Cadiz are a patt of this army, and 
that all the departments at Cadiz arc branches of the depart¬ 
ments with this anny e: 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, ike. 

' Tfir Earl of Liverpool: . ‘Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.E., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ Mv Lord, ‘ Celorico, 22nd May, 1810. 

‘ I have received your Lordship’s letter of the 4th instant, 

regarding the wish of Colonel-to return to the service of 

Portugal. , 

‘ I beg to refer your Lordship to my dispatch of the 20th 
October, with its enclosures, and to your Lordship’s reply of 
the 7th November; and the enclosed extract of a letter from 
Marshal Beresford to me of the 8th September, and the en¬ 
closed copy of a letter from me to the Marquis Wellesley of 
12th September, for an account of the conduct of this gentle¬ 
man, and* of the opinions entertained here of him ; and to show 
your Lordship how impossible it is that Marshal Beresford or 
1 should ever recommend that he should lie sent to Portugal 
again. , 

‘ 1 wait only for the report of the Commissary of Accounts 

on the accounts of the - -, to rpply to your 

lordship’s dispatch of the 5th'of January ; but I cannot avoid 

expressing my astonishment that-should so 

far have forgotten his former complaints of ----—, 

as to recommend that he should be- re-admitted into the ser- 
'Viye of Portugal. 

‘ I (have the honor to be.V&c. 

‘ WELLINGTON. 


‘ Tf ie tfarl of Liverpool: 
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Lieut. General l ixcuunt Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

< JVlv dear SlR, ‘ Celorico, 23nfMay, 1810. 

‘ 1 have received your several letters of the 12th, 16th, and 
17th instant, for which I am much obliged to you. 

‘ I am convinced that the sea voyage from Figueira to Lis¬ 
bon is of service to the sick ; and although the army is very 
healthy, and we have but few to send from Coimbra, I am 
desirous of having at all times the mearifc of sending them by 
sea rather than by*laud. 1 shall be obliged to you, therefore, 
if you will keep tin* hospital ships plying In tween Figueira 
and Lisbon, particularly the small ones, which can pass the 
bar of the Mondego without waiting for the spring tides. It 
is necessary to attiTlid to this circumstance, as the enemy’s ope¬ 
rations on our right jlank might ob^e us to quit the J^Jon- 
dcgftjtin which case we should incur the risk of losing those 
ships which could not pass tlife bar at the usual high water. 

■ It would be very desirable to have stationed at the mouth 
of the Mondego an intelligent officer with whom I could com¬ 
municate from time to time. 

‘ The use of the Mondego also for the conveyance of recruits 
and convalescents to jpin Jdie army, will be a great convenience 
injnany respects. But before 1 fully adopt this plan 1 must 
make some arrangements for the supply of those people on their 
march, without which these gentry will destroy the country; 
indeed their passage through it. untfcr the best arrangements, 
cannot be deemed an .advantage. It will be however a relief 
to the other road. 1 sliall write to Colonel Pcacocke as soon 
as 1 shall be prepared fcfr them. 

‘ ! do not believe that Government have written to my 
brother respecting the Bayona islands.’ I have, however. 

‘ Captain Goldfinch is tlffe office^ fixed upon by Colonel 
Fletcher to be sent there, and if you should be of opinion that 
he might g»,without having an order from the Spanish Go¬ 
vernment, to be permitted to lo?>k at the islands, I "will instruct 
him and he shall go directly; but if you should think the 
order from the Spanish Government necessary., hffe must wait 
for it. ‘ 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral* Wellinotos 

the Hon. GHIerkeh i/.' 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Celorico, 23rd May, 1810. 

• Upon the receipt of your Lordship's dispatch of the 24th 
April (C), 1 wrote to Admiral Berkeley, to request that trans¬ 
ports might be sen. to England according to your Lordship's 
ordersand I enclose an extract of a letter which 1 have re¬ 
ceived from the Admiral, in which he states the manner in 
which he has carried those orders into execution. 

‘ I have the honor,.to be, &c. 

"t 

* The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount IJ/jfllinglon, K.B ., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
e " Secretary of State. 

• My Lord, ‘ Celorico, 23rd May, 1810. 

‘ Marshal Massena arrived at Salamanca on the 15th instant, 
and took the command of the troops composing what is called 
the Army of Portugal, in which arc included, 1 conclude, the 
troops in Leon, Old Castille and Estremadura. 

• The enemy have, however, made no movement of any im¬ 
portance in this quarter or in Leon, since I addressed you.on 
the Kith instant. 

‘ Thereconnoissanccof Badajoz on the 12th, which I reported 
to you in that letter, appears to have been connected with, a 
plan for attacking General Ballesteros and the right of the 
Marquis de la Humana's corps, in the neighbourhood of Xerez 
de los Caballeros. Lieut. General ll’.ll moved, however, from 
his cantonments on the 15th, by which he disengaged not.only 
General Ballesteros, but the town of Badajoz ; and he has 
since returned to his cantonments. The enemy now occupy 
the high road from Merida towards Seville, as far as the Sierra: 
still keeping possession of Merida. 

‘ I have'no news from Cadi}, of a l#ter date than the 9th. 

‘ I understand that the enemy have lately levied a very 
heavy contribution in all parts of the country occupied by 
their troops; and that the complaints of the people bf their 
■ oppression arc louder titan usual. 

‘ 'l*he guerillas likewise continue their depredatjftns upon their 
communications, &,c.; but 1 ' i have to add that i. have received 
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an account that a detachment, consisting of 2,000 men, raised 
in Andalusia, called Juramcvtados, from their having taketi the 
oath of allegiance to King Joseph, are employed a*gainst the 
guerillas in La Mancha. 

‘ I have the honor be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool.' WKLl.l ngton . 

* 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.H., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

'My DKAR Lord, ‘ Col»rint>, 23rd May, 1810. 

‘ 1 have received *yonr letter of the 4th, and 1 assure you 
that 'he appointment of General Spencer to niis army is very 
satisfactory to me. 

‘ I shall persevere in the plan which I communicated to you 
in my last letter, of # not making ki#wn this arrangement to 
LieiiWGeneral Payne till he shall have heard from you, or till 1 
shall find it. necessary from otlrt>r circumstances. I have always 
been upon the best terms with General Payne, ^nd indeed with 
every officer of the army ; but 1 am sorry to say that I under- 
stand that I have not given hint satisfaction. However, 1 
should not have desired his removal on that or any other 
account; and I am cJesii;ous of making it as little hurtful to, 
Ligut. General Payne as possible. 

‘ I enclose the last weekly state. , 1 likewise enclose some 
copies of a curious paper which has been printed at Badajoz. 
I have desired Colonel Carroll to sec Sud take correct copies of 
the originals in the possession of the Marquis de laliomana, 
and to forward them to the King's Government. 

‘ I tint not yet able to Vend you our financial statement, on 
account of the necessity of a reference to Lisbon for some in¬ 
formation. But ytSu may depend upoif it the result is what 1 
stated in my last dispatch. *If you cannot supply us with 
money, you ought to withdraw us. We are reduced to the 
greatest dismiss. To-morrow is the day for paying the troops 
one month in arrears, and we hive nothing to give them, aud, 
what is worse, there is no money on the road,ltnd none at Lis¬ 
bon, audit takes at l^ast’twenty days in this weather for a 
convoy 'kith money to travel from Listen. We owe the Por¬ 
tuguese* Government a large sum: they are in the greatq^t' 
distress, and \e cannot relieve they. , 

( ‘ I have the*lTonor to4ie, &c. 

Thejlurl of Liverpool.' ‘ WIslington. ’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Beresford. 

‘ My dear Beresford ‘Celorico, 24th May, 1810. 

‘ If this evening should be fair, 1 shall go to Almeida to¬ 
morrow. ' I shall send a horse oft’early in the morning to Alverca, 
and I shall stay at Almeida and forward one day, and return 
here the next. I shall take with me only one aide de camp. 

‘ You had better send your horse liqjp this day, and I will 
send him off with mine in the morning, if I should go, which 
I will let you know this evening. 

‘ Believe me,"&c. 

‘ Marshal Beresford.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Beresford. 

‘ My dear Beresford, ‘ Celorico, 24th May-. ,810. 

* Upon conversing with the Commissary General regarding 
the beef arrangement, he finds that he cannot carry it into exe¬ 
cution for five or six days. In the mean time I enclose a letter 
which I had written to you, of which the Commissary General 
shall have a copy, specifying the several places at which the 
beef for each body of troops would be received according to 
the existing distribution of the army, and the arrangement 
according to which the plan would be executed. 

‘ Upon referring to your numbers and your letter, it would 
appear that you intend wfe should give you a pound of meat a 
day for your full numbers. I do not think that was our 
original idea. However, it is only necessary that we should 
know how many pounds a week, upon an average, you 
will require in the whole; and the detail can easily be ar¬ 
ranged. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal Beresford.' ‘ W ellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K B., to Marshal Beresford. 

' My dear Beresford, 1 * Celorico, 24th May, 1810. 

e Such numbers of rations of beef as may be required on 
,any day will be supplied on the following day, as stated here¬ 
after; not exceeding at any place the number ofj ( 3ounds stated 
opposite the name of each»] lace on any one day; 
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For the troops at Gouvela 
Fraxedas 
Alverca 
Sandomil 

Azores 


2814 lbs. at Linhares. 

1330 Pintel. 

1330 Celorieo. 

2057 CeR and St. Jago. 


Pinou; the Commissary of 
Gen. Campbell's brigade. 

In front of 1 j ?34 Commissary of General Crau- 

Almeida J furd s division. 

S'* Marinha, 8cc. 1146 Cea and St. J ago. 

Sampayo 237 Cec»and St. Jago. 

Alverca and 1 „„ ,, , . 

Bara,;al [ 390 Celorlco ' 

1 The Portuguese Commissaries are to seid to the quarters 
above stated for the beef on the day following that on which 
they make the requisition for it, and fliey are to give a re¬ 
ceipt for the number of pounds which will be delivered to 
them. 

‘.Believe me, &c. 

• Marshal Beresford.’ ‘ Wellington. 


Celorieo. 


Memorandum for Brigadier General Cox, Governor of Almeida, 
for Fori Conception. 

. ‘Celorieo, 27thMay, 1810. 

^ Four Portuguese 6 pounders, ready to go from Almeida 
immediately. 

• Four Spanish 8 ponnder.,1 ^ 

Eight Spanish 4 pounders,j 1 

« Two howitzers, rgady to go from Almeida immediately. 

« All to have ammunition for 100 rounds per gun. 


‘ The engineers of Ahneida to be employed as soan as pos- 
sible.in building up the breach, first in the body of the place, 
secondly in the ravelin at Conception. * 

< Nothing more will be required ^than to biflld up the wall 
in any masonry with the materials on the spot; to clear away 
the rubbishirom the ditches; and to stockade the ditches in 
front of the parts* breached and*to be built up. 

‘ The gates of the covered ways and communications to be 
likewise, repaired. The 'magistrates in Spain asd Portugal 
to be required to give the*assistance of labourers for this and 
other works; and they are to be regularly paid. A sum.fcf® 
money for th^ purpose will be senj^to Almeida. 
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‘ Tlie Assistant Quarter Master General of General Picton’s 
division will be sent k to Conception to have the casemates 
cleaned oilt, aired, &c., for the reception of the troops, and he 
will require the assistance of some labourers for this purpose; 
and orders will be given to the Commissary General to provide 
for the subsistence of the troops when stationed there. 

‘ Wellington.’ 


Memorandum for Major Generals Picton and Coif, and Bril'. General 

Craufurd. 

) ‘ (?elorieo, 28 th May, 1810 . 

‘ Brigadier General Craufurd is requested to direct his 
posts of hussars at ‘Barba del Puerco, ViJ’a de Ciervo, Villa 
de Y egua, and any others lie may have on the lower parts of 
tluf/igueda, to communicate with the officer in command of 
the troops belonging to the 3rd division at Aldea del Obispo 
and Val de la Mula, destined for the occupation of the fort of 
La Conception, and he will communicate with that officer 
himself. 

‘ In case the enemy should cross the Agueda in force, 
Major General Picton’s division, with the exception of the 
‘troops at La Conception, are to be collected atPinhel; and 
Major General Picton will observe the ford of Puerto de Vide, 
as well as the bridge ovcr'the Coa, under Pinhel; and Major 
General Cole will rriovq his division forward from Gnarda, 
and occupy the villages behind the Coa, towards Ponte de 
Sequeiros, Castello Mendo, and Castello Bom, k> as to be 
able to observe and guard those passages over the river. 

‘ If the enemy should cross the Agueda in superior force, it 
will be necessary that Brigadier GenerqJ ‘Craufurd should 
retire, and I wish that he should retire upon La Conception 
and Almeida, if it should be possible. This must, however, 
depend in a great measure upon the strength and disposition 
of the enemy, and if he should retire upon any of the upper 
passages of the Coa, he will apprize Major General Cole of 
his doing sg, who will in that case .detach a brigade from the 
left of his division to Almeida. 


* WELLINqTON.’ 
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Celorico. 

Limit. General Viscotlht Wellington, K.B., to the Officer Commanding 
the Troops destined to occupy the Foft of La Conception 

• S, R> ‘ Celorico, 28tl? May, 1810. 

‘ You are to communicate with the posts of hussars placed 
by Brigadier General Craufurd at BarbaHel Puerco, Villa de 
Yegua, and Villa de Ciervo, and with th^ General himself; 
and as soon as you shall find that the enemy have, crossed the 
Agueda, you will more the troops under your command from 
the villages of Aldea cicl Obispo and V® de la Mula, into the 
fort of La Conccpfion. 

‘ The engineer at tAhneida has orders to repair the breaches 
in the fort, and the Assistant Quarter Master General of the 
3rd division has directions to have the casemates cleaned out 
and aired. You*will give them every assistance in your 
power in effecting thyse objects. - . 

' Hilie Governor of Almeida has directions to seryl to 
Conception four Spanish S' pounders, eight Spanish 4 
pounders, four 6 pounders, and two howitzers, with ammu¬ 
nition; and you will give him the assistance of the mules 
attached to the brigade of artillery with you, to remove these 
guns and stores to Conception. As soon as these guns shall 
have arrived there, tl>£ brigade of artillery with you is to be,. 
sen£ back to Almeida with its mules, &e. 

* The Commissary General of the British army has orders 
to place in store at La Conception, IS,000 rations of bread, 
meat, rum, and wood, for the use of the troops under vour 
command, in case they should remove into the fort; and 
the Commissary of the Ordnance at Almeida has orders to 
lodge in the fort 100,000 rounds of musket ammunition. 

‘ In case you should be attacked, you will defend the place 
to the last extremity 6 , and you may be certain that you will be 
relieved. 

* I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Officer Co'nmanding ‘ Wellington. 

Fort Conception' 

Lieut. General Viscotint Wellington, K.B ., to J. Murray, Esq., 
Commissary Genital. 

‘ Sir, ‘"Celorico, 28th May, 181<f. 

‘ I have revived Mr. Buumore^s communication of the 
23rd jnstant, mid I have to inforih vou. that if Mr. —— 

vol. vr* 
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should have been one week counting 209,000 dollars in his 
office *to the person appointed to take charge of that sum, I 
shall recotiimend to the Paymaster General that he may be 
dismissed from his office, as a person incapable of performing 
its duties on occasions of emergency, or desirous of throwing 
impediments in the way of the execution of the service. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

• J. Murray, Esq., ‘ Wellington. 

Commissary Generali 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General Cox, 
Governor of Almeida .' 

* My dear Sir, * Celorico, 28th May, 1810. 

‘ I shall send offi t» you, to-morrow morping, £500 to dis¬ 
charge our expenses at La Conception, and to cover any others 
that you may incur. 

‘ Let the engineer employed there keep an accurate account 
of his disbursements, and send it to me. 

‘ Be so kind as to supply the Assistant Quarter Master 
General of the 3rd division with any money he may require to 
defray the expenses, of cleaning out and airing the casemates, 
with which he is charged. 

* ‘ I have ordered the brigade of artillery in the first in¬ 
stance to La Conception, in case they should be attacked there 
before you can send in th6 artillery. 

* As soon as the ordnance, &c., shall come from Almeida, 
the brigade of artillery, with its mules, &c., are to be sent 
back to Almeida. 

‘ I bqve desired the Commissary General to send to La 
Conception 12,000 rations from our store at Almeida, and I 
shall be obliged to you if you will desire t,he person in charge 
of our ordnance stores to send to La Conception 100,000 
rounds of musket ammunition. 

‘ Believe me, Sec. 

• Brig. General Cox. * Wellington. 

* SQth May.*— The letter to the Governor of Ciudad 
Rodrigo 'goes 'to you this day. ‘I wish your 6 pounders 
and howitzers to go, as 1 well as the Spanish ordnance, accord¬ 
ing to the memorandum. Let the howitzers have 100 shells 
fc,r each, and let there be (?0 rounds of case for l ach gun. The 
sooner the ordnance goik the better. The ^troops tyill be 
moved as soon as the weather holds up ; probably, this day.’ 



1810. 


^laoRico. 


147 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Celorico, 28tH May, 1810. 

* We hear of many troops moving to Madrid from Old 
Castille, whieh, if it be true, may be to reinforce Regnier’s 
corps in Estremadura. It is possible that they may be to 
reinforce the enemy’s corps on the other side of the Peninsula; 
but I mention these reports that you may attend particularly 
to what is going on in your front. 

* I am sorry to 'find that General O’Donnell and his staff, 
and the officers of lus corps, are so much dissatisfied will) us. 
Lieut. Heathcote, however, should not allow these reproaches 
to pass unnoticed. He might observe to jhem, that General 
O'Donnell himself, upn one occasion, and General Ballesteros 
again, lately, had the advantage of your assistance, anc^ wcre 
thereby saved from being destroyed by the enemy. He might 
ask whether, in case you were to move forward into Estreina- 
dura, the General, or the Junta of Estrcmaduiyi, would insure 
for you even one day’s subsistence, or forage, or any means of 
transport to communicate will) your magazines. He might 
also call upon those who criticise your operations, to state what 
advantage the common cause would derive from your obliging 
Itegnier to withdraw from Estremadura. If Regnier should 
be reinforced, you would be obliged to withdraw in your turn ; 
and then Badajoz and the province would' be lost; at the 
same time, that the diversion which •would thus be made in 
favor of that part of the country, from which the reinforcement 
would be drawn, would not produce any good for the general 
cause. We must not allow the Spanish officers in ary case to 
reproach us, without showing them the real situation of their 
affairs; and that t!:eir cause is lost from their own inability 
to manage it. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

'Lieut. General Hill.’ * Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Beresford. 

‘ M’y nr,AH Beresford, ° ‘ Celorico, '28th May, 18)0. 

‘ I enclose a letter from your Commissary General. Surely ■ 
you do not altow carts to carry baggage for the troops ? c 

‘ There is |s little precision ir« this paper as I have ever 

£2 
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seen. Pray let him write something mowe precise and in the 
way pf business. 

‘ I shall speak to the Commissary General about supplying 
you with forage corn. 

‘ I enclose General Cole’s report on the 12th regiment, 
which I request you to let me have again. Could not the 
deficiencies of this corps be made good, so as to allow us to 
make uke of it ? 

‘ I have ordered the brigade of artillery to return to Al¬ 
meida from Conception, as soon as the otdnance shall have 
been brought from Almeida to that plaqe. It will be neces¬ 
sary, however, that Cox should send from Almeida to Con¬ 
ception, at the same time, about 120 artillerymen, upon which 
subject I request you to write to him. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal Beresford.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Payne. 

‘ My dear General, ‘ Celorico, 28th May, 1810. 

‘ I enclose a letter and its enclosure, which I received the 
day before yesterday from the Commander in Chief. The 
' arrangement contained in these letters' had some days before 
been communicated to me in a private form by Lord Liver¬ 
pool, as one likely to be carried into execution; but as it was 
not determined upon, a«d as I thought it probable his Lord- 
ship would write to you upon it, I did not think it necessary 
to mention it, till I should hear that you had received inti¬ 
mation qf it from Lord Liverpool, or that Sir Brent Spencer 
had arrived in Portugal. 

* When Sir John Sherbrooke first declared that his state of 
health would not allow him to remain in Portugal beyond the 
beginning of May, it had been settled that General Graham 
was to succeed to his situation in this army. This arrange¬ 
ment was destroyed by his appointment to Cadiz; and when 
Lord Liverpool received a letter from me written in the 
middle of March, in which I requested that General Graham 
should be sent to Portugal, so as to arrive at Lisbon in the 
beginning of May, he made the arrangement which I now 
announce to you. From communications th^t Lord Liver¬ 
pool has had with some friends of yours ip England, he 
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appears to think that you are not disinclined to return home; 
and at all events, he has expressed the greatest anxiety that 
the arrangement should be reconciled to your feelings as much 
as possible. 

‘ The ground of the preference of Sk Brent Spencer to 
yourself to fill the situation of Sir John Sherbrooke in this 
army during the absence of General Graham, appears to have 
been that your service has been generally confined* to the 
cavalry, which arm it was probable would not have the pro¬ 
minent part in the operations to be carried on in this country. 
Whether you will be disinclined, or otherwise, to return to 
England, or whether you will consider what I have just 
stated as a sufficient reason for this arrai\gement, I can only 
assure you, from all that Lord Liverpool has written to me, 
that it has not proceeded from any diminution of his regaj-d for 
you. I shall be obliged to you if you will apprize me of your 
motions, that I may make my arrangements accordingly* 

‘ Believe me, &c. # 

‘ Lieut. General Payne.’ ‘ W Ellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

• My dear Sir, * Celorico, 28th May, 1S1G. 

‘ I have received your letters of the 23rd and 25th. 

‘ The objects of the jurisdiction of the Commission should 
be much more numerous than are stated in the decree. How¬ 
ever, it is well to make a beginning, and we can soon extend 
the jurisdiction. I am only afraid that Leite, who is ap¬ 
pointed to be the head of the Commission, has already more to 
do than he can perform, 

* It is impossible for Portugal to aid in feeding Cadiz. We 
have neither money nor provisions in this country; and the 
measures which they are adopting to feed the people there, 
will positively oblige us to evacuate this country for want of 
money to support the army, and to perform die King’s 
engagements, unless the Government in England should enable 
us to remain by sending out large and regular supplies of 
specie. . I have written fully to Government on'this subject. 

, ‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Es$,' ‘ Wellington 



150 


PORT UG A I/- 1 


1810. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
11 Cravfurd. 

• My dear General, • Celorico, 29th May, 1810. 

‘ I am really concerned that you should believe I had any 
such feeling as disapprobation towards you in consequence 
of our late discussions upon commissariat concerns. You and 
I necessarily take a different view of these questions; I must 
view them in all theii^ relations, with all the different parts 
of the army, with the persons concerned in ^carrying them on, 
and with the government and departments^at home: your view 
of them is naturally confined to their relation with your own 
immediate command. 

‘ In discussing them with you, in the manner and form in 
which 1 did discuss them, 1 considered that the subject was 
fairly before us, and that the discussion was to be carried, on, 
as if ‘neither had any concern in .the situation of things as they 
stood. I therefore made my remarks with perfect freedom on 
the different regulations as they came before me, without taking 
much trouble to choose the terms in which 1 was to make 
them; but there was no feeling of disapprobation during the 
discussion, and none has been felt since. 

' * I conceive that a part of my business, and perhaps not the 
most easy part, is to prevent discussions and disputes between 
the officers who may happen to serve under my command ; and 
I therefore did not send you the extract of a letter from 
General Cox to General 13oresford, to which you refer; nor do 
I now know the reason for which he sent it. The observa¬ 
tions which t made upon the letter would show you what I felt 
upon the case in question. 

‘ But it is really better ‘to drop the wl\ple of this subject; 
and I hope that this letter may.reach you in time to induce 
you to refrain from sending me the paper which you inform 
me you have written. 

. ‘ I am convinced that in all,that you havp done, you have 

been actuated solply by a desire to forward the service; and to 

force those, who ure more interested'than we in the success of 
, " • 
our operations, to do their duty by .'their country and by us. 

«. * I enclose a memorandum, and a copy of the instructions 

which I have given to the commanding officer al’fya Conception. 

Believe me, &c. 


‘ firig.'Gcn. Craufurd.' 


WrKLlkGTON. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Beresford. 

« My dear Beresford, ‘ Celorico, 29th May# 1810. 

f By the enclosed return I see that General Coxfhas taken 
nearly the whole of our salt provisions at Almeida, leaving us 
only 5 barrels out of 263. That which I promised the 
Government, was to give them one million pounds, being two- 
thirds of all we had in all parts of Portugal. Will you give 
orders that he may return one-third of 263 barrels, or* that he 
may feed the troops to be stationed at Conception ? 

‘ Mr. Murray will be prepared to issue beef to the Portu¬ 
guese troops on the 1st June. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal Beresford.' W Ellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Secretary to m the 
“ Treasury. 

• Sir, ‘ Celorico, 29th May,*1810. 

‘ I have received a letter from Captaiu Sir George Collier, 
of his Majesty’s ship Survcillante, in which he has requested 
that I will endeavor to prevail upon their Lordships to grant 
him the usual per centage on carrying a sum of money between 
Lisbon and Cadiz, for the service of the army under my 
command. 

‘ I have no hesitation in declaring that Captain Sir George 
Collier gave all the care in his power to this sum of the public 
money; and that I have no doubt ‘that if the ships of war 
were not employed on the service of transporting money from 
one part to the other of the Peninsula, and if the officers of 
the Navy are deprived of the advantage which they have 
always derived from their ships being employed in this manner, 
this service, upon which so much depends, will be but ill per¬ 
formed; and the public interests wil^be exposed to great loss. 

* ‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ The Secretary to the Treasury.' ‘ W Ellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 

. Secretary of State. 1 

' My Loan, o‘ Celorico, 29th May, 18)0 

* I have had .the honor ,pf receiving your Lordship’^letter 
of the 4th instant (marked A). 
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‘ Your Lordship will ‘observe from Marshal Beresfbrd’s 
letter to me of the 24tk March, and its enclosure, transmitted 
in mine of, the 28th March, that the Portuguese troops are 
entitled to "Certain articles of clothing and necessaries,- as 
therein specified, at certain stated periods. 

‘ The troops are not to pay for these articles any more than 
the British troops »are to pay for the clothing issued to them, 
or the necessaries supplied to them by the Colonel, under his 
Majesty’s regulations., 

‘ If the Portuguese troops should requice at any time any 
of these articles, not allowed, or beyond J;he quantity allowed 
by the regulations of the Portuguese Government, they would 
have to pay for them in the same manner as his Majesty’s 
troops pay for the necessaries which they require, beyond the 
quantities supplied by the Colonel, by stoppages from their 
daily’subsistence. ’ ^ 

* The arrangement under which his Majesty engaged to 
subsidize a body of Portuguese troops was made before I was 
appointed to command in this country, and I have not got the 
particulars of it, which I conclude are contained in the dis¬ 
patches from the Minister at Lisbon, or from the Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs. 

’ ‘ I understand, however, that it was settled that the cloth-' 

ing, arms, and accoutrements for that portion of the army 
subsidized by his Majesty should be furnished by Great Bri¬ 
tain ; and I enclose a statement of the clothing and necessaries 
which his Majesty is bound to furnish to the body of troops 
subsidized by him, according to the Portuguese regulations. 
All the clothing and necessaries supplied to Portugal, beyond 
that quantity, ought to be a charge against the Government of 
Portugal. These articles are either issued ,U* the troops main¬ 
tained by Portugal, beyond the number subsidized by his 
Majesty, or are issued to‘the troops subsidized by his Majesty 
beyond the quantities to which they are entitled under the 
regulations* of the Government, and must become a charge 
against their subsistence. 

* I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Wellington. 


‘ The Earl of Liverpool.' 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

< Mx OKA* Sir, rl Celorico, 30th May, 1810 . 

‘ I have just received your letter of the 25th, and I am very 
happy to find that you were able to send a supply of provi¬ 
sions to Cadiz. I cannot afford them any from my stores. 

‘ 1 am much obliged to you for apprising me of your plans 
for the Talbot. General Payne is going to England, and I 
shall be much obliged to you if you will give him a passage 
in her. lie quits the army on Saturday. 

‘ Believe me, &c.» 

• Vice Admiral ‘ We llington. 

the Hon. G. Berkley.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General Campbell, 
or Officer commanding at Gibraltar. 

‘Sir, ‘ Celorico, 30th May, 1810. 

I enclose the copy of a letter which I received yesterday 
from the Secretary of State, on the subject of the deserters 
from the French service, enlisted by Colonel Doyle, undet; 
instructions from me. It will be proper that these men should 
be detained at Gibraltar till you shall receive further instruc 
tiohs respecting them from the "Secretary of State. 

* I have the honor to be, Sec. 

* Major General Campbell-, ‘ Wellington. 

Gibraltar. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Befesford. 

‘ My dear Be res to an, ‘ Celorico, 30th May, 1810. 

* 1 think the I2*h regiment in a vt r^ fair state for service, 
but it is impossible to connect it in operations with British 
troops, till the men shall have their bankets, and shall be pro¬ 
perly clothetjL It is therefore better that it should remain 
under the command of l*e Cor. * 

4 If you wish it, you shall have back the 2nd regiment of 
Ca^adonjs. 

‘ Am*I to understand that the Commissary General of the 
Portuguese army dees not require one third of the carts sup¬ 
plied by the magistrates stbuth of #the Montego ? He can 
"nit'U’ gtete, with some degree of precision} what number of 
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carriages will be required to move the stick of the different 
regiments. 

‘ We mast have something better than the truly Portuguese 
letter which*' he wrote to Mr. Murray; I mean that which I 
enclosed to you. 

‘ There is no news, excepting that the cavalry were trying 
the fords of the A^ueda yesterday, which were quite impas¬ 
sable. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

' Marshal Beresford. ‘‘ Wellington. 

‘ I have ordered provisions for ten days for the troops to 
be lodged at Conception.’ 

I 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, * ‘ Celorico, 30th May, teio. 

‘ 1 have the honor to enclose some observations drawn up 
by the Commissary General, Mr. Murray, on the statement 
contained in Mr. Harrison’s letter of the 24th of April, trans¬ 
mitted in your Lordship’s dispatch of the same date. From 
this paper your Lordship will be enabled to see our financial 
state at the date to which Mr. Harrison’s letter refers. 

‘ I likewise enclose your Lordship a statement drawn up by . 
Mr. Murray, of the receipt and expenditure from the 25th of 
August to the 24th of-November, 1809, from whicli your 
Lordship will observe, that as far as it has been possible to 
ascertain the point, the expenditure in those months exceeded 
the estimate but very little; and that the excess of expense was 
principally in the ordinaries, and in the hospitals, which could 
not be controlled. - 

* Your Lortlship will also, by a reference to the first men¬ 
tioned paper, observe how erroneous the statements in Mr. 
Harrison’s letter have been, in consequence of his applying to 
an expenditure for eight months, an estimate framed for an 
expenditure for .three months. The excess of the rate for 
the ordinaries in the eight months, over the rate of that esti¬ 
mate, has been £209,000; and for the hospitals, £46,000; 
and debts have been paid beyond the amount stated by Mr. 
Harrison, to the amount c p £100,000. ' 

‘ The alteration of the position of the arfuy, which was 
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made in December; the improvement in its equipments; the 
increase which it has been necessary to make to its means of 
transport; the increase of the cavalry, and the increase in 
price of all articles of provision and forage ; and the necessity 
of sending to a greater distance for all that is required, are the 
causes of the increase of the expenditure under the other heads 
of the estimate in the last five months, f can assure your 
Lordship that the utmost attention is paid to prevent an un¬ 
necessary expenditure by all.the officers at the heads of the 
several departments; and by those in whose power it may l>e 
to check the increase «f expense. 

‘ It has been impossible for the Commissary General to 
frame an estimate of the monthly expenses <jf the army, which 
will be satisfactory to himself, since 1 received your Lordship’s 
dispatch of the 24th April; but as I consider it desirable # that 
your Lordship should, at an early period, have some notion of 
the expenditure in Portugal and Spain, I enclose a probable 
estimate which I have drawn from the receipt agd expenditure 
of the last eight months; which I also enclose. 

‘ From this, your Lordship will observe that the monthly 
expenditure will be £376,120; and that the monthly pro-' 
duce of bills drawn upon the Treasury, calculated upon the 
average produce of the last eight months, from August to 
April, will be £219 528; leaving a monthly deficiency of 
£156,592, which must be made good by the remittance of 
specie from Great Britain. • 

‘ I have the honor to be, See. 

■ The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Celorico, May 30th, 1810. 

• The weather has continued so unfavorable, since I had the 
honor of addressing you on the 20th instant, that the enemy 
have been unable to miike any movements, and they remain 
nearly in the same situations as at that time. 

‘Marshal Massena returned to Valladolid after having been 
at Salamanca; and I have not yet heard of his return to Sala¬ 
manca. King Joseph arrived at Madrid on the 13th instant? 

‘ During the time that ’GeneralfRegnier was employed.in 
his pperations Jngainst General Ballesteros’S division on the 

« -3 • 
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south of the Guadiana, General O’Donnell, who had advanced 
from, Alburquerque t*o Caceres, made an attempt to surprize 
Truxillo,* where the French hospital was stationed, but he 
failed in th£ attempt, fie has since returned to Alburquerque. 

‘ I have no late accounts of the operations at Cadiz. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

• The Earl of Liverpool.' * W ei.lincjton. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.R., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of Slate. 

‘ Mv Lord, " * Celorico, May 30th, 1810. 

‘ I sent a reply,on the 1st instant to your Lordship’s dis¬ 
patch of the 6th of April, as far as the nrieans in my power 
enabled me ; and I now enclose No. 1, a correspondence which 
I have had with Admiral Berkeley; and. No. 2, a corre¬ 
spondence with Lieut. Colonel Fletcher, upon the subject of 
Peniche. 

* From the opinion delivered by the latter in his report of 
the 23rd May, it would not appear desirable to undertake to 
construct any permanent works at Peniche; but I would still 
recommend to Government to occupy that place for a time 
' after Portugal shall be evacuated by the army ; and it appears 
by the letters from Admiral Berkeley, that it is his opinion 
that such a communication can be kept up with the garrison 
as will facilitate its being carried off. At all events Peniche 
might be occupied in safety till the winter. 

‘ Your Lordship will observe that Lieut. Colonel Fletcher’s 
letter of the 23rd instant contains a report on the Berlingas, 
and a survey of the great island. I have no doubt that that 
island can be held as a military post; bub from recollection of 
the discussion' upon the Berlingas in the year 1808, I am 
apprehensive that the anchorage near them will be found 
rocky and bad; and that they will not afford .water to the 
troops, whbm it might be nececsary to station on them. 

‘ The mariner belonging to Sir Charles Cotton’s fleet, who 
then occupied them, were supplied with water from ,the fleet 
off the Tagus. 

. n ‘ I have likewise received your Lordship’s dispatch of the 
12th‘ April, regarding tilt occupation of the / Bayona islands 
off Vigo, and of the fort of Bugio. 
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' Your Lordship.will observe from the enclosures in the 
Admiral’s letter of the 6th May, that this subject had already 
had his attention. * 

• I have written to Mr. Wellesley, io request ‘hat he will 
obtain the permission of the Spanish Government to have 
these islands examined by an engineer and an officer of the 
navy; and these officers will be sent to st-rvey them, as soon 
as I shall receive the permission of the Government, and the 
report shall be transmitted to your Lordship. 

‘ I enclose No. 3, the opinion received from Admiral 
Berkeley regarding jhe occupation of the Bugio ; and No. 4, 
the report of Captain Squire, of the lloyal Engineers, upon 
this fort. 

‘Your Lordship will observe that the’Admiral differs in 
opinion with the engineers, regarding the advantage which 
British ships would derive from the occupation of the Jkigio, 
as well as upon the inconvenience which the enemy would 
suffer from this measure, and I conclude that his Majesty’s 
Government will consider his opinion decisive upon these 
points. 

' The capability of defence of the Bugio may be more 
properly the subject for consideration for the Engineers, 
upon which the report of Captain Squire is conclusive. I 
have been so little at Lisbon, and always in bad weather, that 
I have never had an opportunity of acquiring a personal know¬ 
ledge of the Bugio; but it has always appeared to me so small, 
that it could not be held against a bombardment, for which it 
appears that there is favorable ground sufficiently near. 

‘ I have not yet received any further communication from 
the Admiral regarding the Earo Islands. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘ W Ellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

* My dear Lord, ‘ Celorico, 30th May, 1810. 

‘ Upon reference- to your Lordship’s instructions of the 
27th February, directing me to remove the army to Cadiz, in 
case I. should evacuate Portugal, I wish your Lordship <tc. 
consider whether it would hot be monre advisable that we Should 
go to Gibraltar or Ceuta, than to Cadiz 
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‘ I 1 may be depended upon that when the British troops 
shall have evacuated (Portugal, and more particularly if we 
should n^t make an effort to maintain our position, whatever 
may be thew numbers opposed to us, we shall not be very popu¬ 
lar in the Peninsula. It may be expected that the people of 
Cadiz, and possibly even the Spanish Government, would 
refuse us admissior., which would be an awkward occurrence; 
and might render uncomfortable the situation of those already 
in the place. 

‘ Would it not be better, after the evacuation of Portugal, 
to wait till a further reinforcement should be called for by the 
people of Cadiz, or by the Government ? Or, at all events, to 
confine the numbers of additional troops to be sent to Cadiz, 
to those really required for the defence of the place and its 
dependencies ? 

‘ Another point to which I wish to give'further consideration, 
is rmy own situation after Portugal shall Tiave been evacu¬ 
ated. I will do whatever the King’s Government think proper 
to order me to do; but I wish you to consider whether it 
may not be deemed a hardship upon General Graham that I 
should go there, and supersede him in the command of the 
operations for the defence of Cadiz, at. the moment when the 
> measures for the defence will be completed, and the serious 
attack is about to commence: All these difficulties will' be 
avoided by ordering the army to Gibraltar, if you should still 
wish to keep it in the south of Spain. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ VV Ellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to Major General 
the Mon. L- Cole*. 

• Mv dear General, ‘ Celorico, 3ist May, 1810. 

‘ Since you left me, i have received intelligence that the 
enemy were in motion yesterday on the Agueda, so that you 
had bettef' have your division in readiness- to move in the 
morning, in case,you should receive intelligence of the occur¬ 
rence referred tcJr in the memorandum sent to you on the 29th. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Major Gen. the Hon. L. Cole. > ‘ Wellington. 

* Letters of the same tenor were sent to other General Officers commanding 
Divisions and Corps. . 
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' I beg you to sead notice to Major General Slade, that I 
may have occasion to move his brigade in the morning, and 
that, should I find it necessary, I shall eend him a rqpte in the 
night.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Beresford. 

4 My dear Beresford, ‘ Celorico, 31st M^y, 1810. 

‘ I enclose some papers just received, which look like doing 
things in earnest. 

‘ I have sent orders to all the troops to be in readiness to 
march in the morning ; and I shall move them forward, if 1 
should receive any further information of the reports which 
these papers contain. 

1 Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal Beresford, ‘ Welli ngt#n. 

•» 

‘ Send on the 1st and 16th, and let them know that they 
may receive orders to move and to be prepared. I shall send 
to the troops in the valley.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 

II. Wellesley. 

* My dear Henry, ‘ Celorico, 31st May, 1810. 

‘ 1 have received your letter of the 18th, and I am con¬ 
cerned to find that the Junta havg taken so little pains to 
supply Cadiz with provisions. The truth is, that the Spa¬ 
niards are incapable ot making an effort to provide for a want, 
however certain its occurrence, if not provided for, which they 
are not likely to feel in a very short space of time. This fatal 
disposition of their minds is the cause of all their misfortunes. 

I am afraid that we cannot assist them. 

‘ I shall be very glad to see Alava. There is nothing new 
here. I have heard that the French were in movement 
yesterday on the 4 Agueda, and I shall move in the morning 
if 1 find the report to be* true, and that they have any serious 
intention in this movement. 

‘ Nothing has occurred in Estremadura.. Don Carlos 
de Espana, belonging to O’Donnell's division, endeavored 
to surprise Truxillo, while Regnipr was employed oa the 
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left of the Guadiana, but he failed. ©'Donnell is now at 
Alburquerque. 

s ‘ Believe me, &c. 

• The Hon. II. Wellesley ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General discount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

« gi R} t ‘ Celorico, 1st June, 1810. 

‘ Since my private communication to you on the 29th ultimo, 
I have had an opportunity of conversing vwth General Payne, 
who intends to proceed in the first instance to Caldas, and to 
remain there till .about the 20ih instant, and I shall be much 
obliged to you, if you can find it convenient to proyide him a 
passage in a man df war about that time. 1 have requested him 
to inform you of the exact period of his arrival at Lisbon. 

‘ I<-have also to request that you will give directions that a 
passage may be furnished to pertain men belonging to the 
depot squadrons, of the cavalry in this country, and to the 
officers and mdn of the detachment of the 23rd Dragoons, as 
well as a horse transport to convey to England the horses be¬ 
longing to the officers of the 23rd Dragoons. The Assistant 
Quarter Master General will furnish the Agent of Transports 
‘with the detail. 

* I have- the honor to be, &c. 

‘Vice Admiral " ‘Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Karl of Liverpool, 

■ Secretary of State. 

‘ My LdRD, ‘ Celorico, 1st June, 1810. 

‘ I have communicated Jo Lieut General Payne his Ma¬ 
jesty's desire jthat he should return to England ; and he will 
proceed there in a short time. 

‘ In the course of the more active operations of the army, I 
have had opportunities of reporting my sense of'his conduct. 
I am perfectly sensible that the arrangement which has placed 
Lieut. General ,‘Sir Brent Spencer .in the situation of second 
in command in Portugal, has no, reference whatever to'the 
military conduct or character of Lieut. General Payne. 

" ‘ $ut I think it proper, to take tjiis opportunity of assuring 
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your Lordship, that since the more active operations of the 
army have been discontinued, I have had great reason 'to be 
satisfied with the conduct of this officer. 

‘His attention to the cavalry has been unremitting; and 
I attribute to the care he has taken df that useful arm 
the high state in which it is for service at the present 
moment. 

' I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ‘Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

• My dear Loro. • ‘Celorico, 1st June, 1810. 

‘ I enclose the copy of the letter which I wrote to General 
Payne, when I communicated to him the King’s pleasureJ;hat 
he should return to England. I have since seen him; and 
although he appeared to think that it was fit and proper that 
an officer should be appointed to be second in command of 
this army, in whom the Government could have confidence, 
and that no man deserved this confidence more than Sir 
Brent Spencer, he felt that the supersession of himself, 
under the circumstances which, have attended it, and at the 
moment it took place, was likely to be injurious to his 
character. 

* I have written your Lordship an 'official letter upon this 
subject; and I have reserved for this private communication 
to state to you that General Payne is anxious to receive some 
mark of the King’s approbation under these circumstances. 
He mentioned to me a government as a desirable object to 
him, and he said that though it should be one of the smallest 
value, it was an object to him to obtain it, in order to re¬ 
move the impression which he was afraid would prevail, that 
he had been recalled on grounds unfavorable to hi* military 
character. • 

* I have the honor to be, &c. 

' The Earl if Liverpool.' ‘Wellington. 


VOL. VI.« 
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Lieut. General Fitcoutlt Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

4 My Lord, ' Celorieo, 2nd June, 1810. 

‘ I have received your Lordship’s dispatch of the 15th 
May, upon the subject of the bounty to be given to the de¬ 
serters from the enemy’s army, who should enlist into the 
British service. 

* The evident utility to the general cause of enticing Ger¬ 
mans and other foreigners in the enemy's service to desert 
had drawn my attention to this subject, before I received your 
Lordship’s dispatch of the 2nd November; by which I con¬ 
sidered myself authorised to adopt such measures as I might 
think expedient in order to accomplish or forward this desirable 
obj^pt. 

* Your Lordship’s dispatch of the 5th of April likewise went 
to authorise the grant of such ’ moderate bounties, as I might 
deem it expedient to give to deserters from the enemy’s army. 

‘ Before I had received the last mentioned dispatch, I had 
authorised Colonel Doyle to give bounties of twenty dollars 
to each man who should have deserted, and should have en¬ 
listed into his Majesty’s service, under certain terms which 
were transmitted to your Lordship in my dispatch of the 1st 
of March. 

‘ I considered myself authorised to give these instructions 
by your Lordship’s dispatch of the 2nd November; bnd in 
your dispatch of the 5th of April you did not disapprove of 
that part’of them which directed the amount of the bounty to 
be giveh. 

«In the consideration of this subject there are two objects: 
the one, to entice the soldier to desert from the enemy; the 
other, to enlist him int$ his Majesty’s service. I should think 
it desirable to leave to the consideration of the General Officer 
on the sjjpt, whether any or what bounty shoirid be given to 
soldiers who should desert; dnd your Lordship will find in my 
instructions to^ General Cox and others upon this subject, 
transmitted in my dispatch of the IstrMay, and which 1-have 
given to Colonel Do^le since I hive received your dispatch of 
'the,5th April, that I have not held out any bounty as the 
premium of desertion. ''I have acted in this manner because I 
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believe that the soldiers were sufficiently inclined to desert, 
without that additional encouragement. 

‘ Upon further information I might have reason to believe 
that additional encouragement would be desirable; and indeed 
at present it has been in many instances necessary to allow of 
the expenditure of money to clothe deserters, before they 
have had an offer of bounty, as they are generally plundered 
of every article of clothing and necessaries, by the Spanish or 
Portuguese peasantry, or soldiers, before diey reach our hands. 

‘ The enlistment of deserters into his Majesty’s service is a 
subject for consideratfon, entirely different from the encourage¬ 
ment to be given to soldiers to desert from the enemy. 

‘ In respect to enlistment, the orders vyhicji I have received 
from the Adjutant' General are distinct, and they have been 
conveyed to the different, officers allowed to enlist deserters for 
his Majesty's service; and contain directions respecting the 
application of a part of the bounty to the provision of neces¬ 
saries. 

‘ I beg that your Lordship will inform me, however, whether 
1 am authorised to incur any expense for the object of encou¬ 
raging desertion, or for deserters before they shall have enlisted • 
into his Majesty's service, and whether any expense so incurred 
is to be carried to account against the bounty to which such 
deserters would be entitled on enlistment. 

‘ I have conveyed to General Campbell, at Gibraltar, your 
Lordship’s directions, that the desertefs who have enlisted and 
have arrived at that place should be detained there. I had 
before requested that they might be sent to England, in obe¬ 
dience to orders which I had received from the Commander in 
Chief; which orders will, I fear, have been carried into execu¬ 
tion before those froth your Lordship can be received. 

‘ It is desirable that the wishes of Government upon this 
subject should be conveyed by only one authority; as in more 
than one instance the instructions which I have received from 
the Commander in' Chief respecting these deserters have not 
been consistent with those which I have received from your 
Lordship. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ Wellington. 
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Lieut. Generul Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

* My dhVr Hill, * Celorico, 5th June, 1810. 

‘ The enemy have been collecting in our front for some 
days, but they have hitherto not crossed the Agueda, nor in¬ 
creased their numbers to any extent in front of Ciudad Ro¬ 
drigo, prevented, I conclude, from bringing up their heavy 
artillery by the badness of the roads. I have ordered Le Cor 
to collect his troop^ in case the enemy should make a dash 
that way; and I shall keep you informed of all occurrences. 

‘ Believe me 1 *, &c. 

‘ Lieut. Generul Hill.' ‘ Wellington. 

» 

Lieut.Generul Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. J. Vitliers. 

‘ My dear Villiers, ‘ Celorico, 5th June, 1810. 

“I enclose the copy of an order which you gave for a sum of 
money to be advanced to Captain Eliott of the Artillery, upon 
which I am obliged to trouble you, as Captain Eliott has left 
Portugal. 

‘ I shall be much obliged to you if you will let me know 
upon what occasion and upon what_service Captain Eliott was 
sent, as that must be stated in the warrant which I must give 
for the money ; and if you will desire Captain Eliott to send 
his account of the expenditure in triplicate, according to the 
forms required by the Auditors. It would save some trouble 
if you were to charge this sum in your own accounts, and were 
to direct Mr. Bell or Mr. Stuart to repay it to the Commissary 
General, 

‘ I have but little to tell you from hence. Massena is in 
my front, and is collecting all lie can for-ail attack upon this 
country; but I do not think that he will be able to make much 
progress till the French'shall abandon their southern projects. 
They have been six weeks before Ciudad Rodrigo, and have 
not yet passed the Agueda; ^nd they arc proceeding with the 
utmost caution* and circumspection. I hope their progress 
will not Kirn out to be as sure as it has been slow. , 

‘ The Portuguese army are in a good state. We have arms 
for the militia, and upon the whole we have an enormous 
milifary establishment at'our command. We only want money 
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to put it in operation and to keep it up. There are also 
the remains of several Spanish corps hanging about these 
frontiers and in other parts of Spain, which, if 1 liad money, 
means, and power, I would put in operation upon the 
enemy. 

« I wish that the ministers could strengthen their govern¬ 
ment; and that somebody would take pains to inform the 
public and guide their opinion, and not allow every news- 
writer to run away with the public mind, upon points essential 
to the interests of the country. 

4 Pray rcmembef me most kindly to Mrs. Villiers. 

4 Believe me, &c. 

• The Rt. Hon. J. ViUien.' ‘ W Ellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Cravfurd. 

4 My dear General, ' Celorico, Gth June, 1810. 

‘ I have received your two letters of the 5th. I think we 
have a tolerable notion of the strength of Ney’s corps; and I 
yesterday received a letter from General Mahy, who has a 
return of J unot’s corps of the end of April, I believe inter • 
oepted near Irun, which makes the numbers 34,389 infantry, 
and 8836 cavalry, including men at depots in France and 
Spain, and in hospitals. I have sent for the return itself; but 
considering that this corps has but lately arrived from France, 
and has not sustained any loss of consequence, it would be a 
large allowance to strike off one third for men in depots and 
hospitals; and yet, according to this calculation, Junot’s corps 
would have about 23,000 infantry and above 6000 cavalry, 
besides artillery. e 

4 This corps has been reckoned 20,000 men in more than one 
report which I have received, and indeed General Mahy states 
in a late letter that 20,000 had marched from L"on towards 
Castille; and this is besides other detachments of whose march 
we had heard upon former occasions. 

, 4 In one of the intercepted letters,of which. Mahy gives the 
extract, three Generals of division of ''nfantry are named, viz.: 
Sohgnac, La«Grange, and Clausal. They are all Gyenerals 
of division, as appears by the French army list. 
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‘ There are no troops left at Astorga, excepting one batta¬ 
lion of Swiss, of whom twenty four deserted in one day; and 
none in Lfeon. The whole have come to Castille. I have 
requested General Mahy to put in motion his division and all 
the Spanish corps iu that quarter, and I have ordered the 
Portuguese militia ^n Minho and Tras os Montes to move 
towards the Douro. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd.' ‘ Wellington. 

r ' 

Limit. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Celoiico, 6th June, 1810. 

‘ Since 1 had last the honor of addressing you, the enemy have 
increased in numbers in the neighbourhood of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
where I have reason to believe that the whole of the corps of 
Marshal Ney is now assembled. They have also constructed 
a bridge over the Agueda, under the Convent of La Caridad, 
immediately above the town ; and have commenced construct¬ 
ing another under Los Carboneros, below it. The heavy 
cannon moved from Salamanca on the 28th of last month, but 
halted at Matilla, owing, it is supposed, to the badness of the 
roads in Castille; and they had not arrived at Ciudad Rodrigo 
yesterday. 

‘Marshal Massena has-returned from Valladolid; and the 
whole of the enemy’s troops in Leon, and, it appears, some of 
those which -have been detached to the Asturias, have been 
collected iu Castille, with a view to the operations to be carried 
on upon the frontiers of Portugal. 

‘ I have not thought it proper to make any alteration in the 
position of the British army in consequence of these move¬ 
ments : I wait to see the disposition and real strength of the 
enemy; and any assistance which I may have it ip my power 
to give to Ciudad Rodrigo will ie more effectual if given after 
the enemy shall have brought forward all his means of attack. 

‘ I have written to the Spanish General Mahy to request 
him to put in motion his. division, and any other Spanish divi¬ 
sions which there may be on the frontiers of Galicia and- Leon, 
in oyder to annoy .the enemy’s rear; but I doubt whether these 
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troops are in a stale of equipment and efficiency, or whether 
their commanding officers have in their power the means to 
enable them to move. 

‘ I have likewise altered the disposition of the militia, which 
had been allotted for the defence of the Portuguese provinces 
north of the Douro, in consequence of the evacuation of Leon 
by the enemy; and if the Portuguese Government should 
possess the means of putting these troops in movement, or of 
subsisting them when collected, they will be upon the enemy’s 
flank. 

‘ In Estremadunj, General Regnier has again brought a part 
of his corps to Merida, and a small detachment of cavalry and 
infantry approached Badajoz, by the road of Montijo, on the 
31st of May, as it is supposed with an ifttebtion of driving off 
the cattle which were pasturing on the banks of the Caya and 
Guadiana. 

‘ General Ballesteros attacked, on the 25th, the advanced 
guard of Mortier's corps in the Sierra Morena, and drove them 
in upon Seville. A detachment of about 0000*or 7000 French 
troops advanced upon Seville, and attacked General Balles¬ 
teros at Aracena, on the 27th ultimo. The action lasted till 
night, when General Ballesteros retired, leaving 300 killed 
upon the field of battle, ‘and having some wounded. He waj 
not followed by the French, who returned to Seville on the 
following day ; and then General Ballesteros resumed his posi¬ 
tion at Aracena. 

• 9 

• It is said that the French lost 1500 men in this affair. 

‘ It is reported that the French withdrew their troops from 
the Trocadero on the 19th May, in order to reinforce their 
position at La Chiclana, which was threatened by the patriots 
of the Sierra de la Rond a. 1 haven letter from Mr. Wellesley, 
of the 19th, which does nqj: mention this circumstance. I 
have not heard from Lieut. General Graham since the 9th of 
last month., 

1 havs the honor to be, &£. 

* The Earl of Liverpool ‘ Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to t.ie Earl of Liverpool, 
.Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Celorico, 6tli June, 1810. 

* I have tile honor to'enclose an estimate of the expenses of 
the British army in Portugal, from the 25th May to the 24th 
June, which has been given to me by the Commissary General. 

‘ Your Lordship will observe from this paper the large sum 
now dufc from the military chest to the chest of the aids for 
the payment of the Portuguese subsidy. 

‘ Your Lordship will also observe that the British expense 
in the Peninsula, according to this estimate, and your Lord¬ 
ship’s letter, will be as follows: 

British army in Portugal .... £572,565 5 2 

Portuguese subsidy. .30,000 0 0 

Proposed addition.40,000 0 0 

Troops at Cadiz. 29,000 0 0 

Total t . . £421,565 5 2 

The estimated means of defraying this expense, supposing 
all debts paid, is £218,352. 14s. 2 <1 .; leaving a deficiency of 
£203,212. 9s. M. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to J. Murray, Esq., 
Commissary General. 

• Sir, ‘ Celorico, 7th June, 1810. 

‘ I have received from Mr. Dickens a copy of certain in¬ 
structions which he has received from the Commissary in 
Chief. * 

‘ As I observe that these instructions vary in some important 
points from those received from the Treasury, particularly in 
reference to the nature and number of vouchers required to 
support charges for expenses incurred for the public service, I 
beg to knew whether these instructions have received the 
sanction of the Treasury. 

‘ If they have not, as it is very obvious that the Auditors 
will not allow of charges {-.gainst the..public which are not sup¬ 
ported by the vouchers which have been required by the 
authority of the Treasury, \ recommend that thtse instructions 
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should not be acted upon, as far as they differ from those 
received from the Treasury. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c.» 

‘ J. Murray, Esq.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to J. Murray, Esq., 
Commissary General. 

' Sir, ‘ Celorico, 7th June, 1810. 

* I beg that you will direct the Commissary of Accounts to 
discontinue his inquiries into the accounts of the Lusitanian 
Legion, which are referred to Marshal Beresford, by direction 
of the Secretary of State. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

■ J. Murray, Esq.' * ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ Mv Loud, ‘ Celorico, 7th Juno, 1810. 

‘ I delayed replying to your Lordship’s dispatch of the 5th 
January, respecting the Lusitanian Legion, till I should re¬ 
ceive the report of the Commissary of Accounts. Your 
Lordship has, however, by your letter of the 23rd of April, 
decided the point which had been referred for my considera¬ 
tion, and I have transmitted to Marshal Beresford a copy of 
your dispatch of that date, and of the enclosed report from 
the Commissary of Accounts, which I received this day, in 
answer to a letter which had been written to him to know 
what progress had been made in the settlement of these 
recounts. 

‘ I have no doubt whatever that the Lusitanian Legion 
never could have been completed in Portugal on the system of 
recruiting by volunteers or upon bounty. The men must have 
been recruited in the mode in which the whole army in Por¬ 
tugal is raised, viz., by requisition; and, in point of fact, the 
battalions of the Lusitanian Legion have been !.ept up by 
requisition only, m the Same manner with the rest of the army. 
This fact is decisive upon the question refereed for considera¬ 
tion. His Majesty could, not have in his service a body of 
troops raised by requisition in Portugal; and whatever mig}it # 
have been originally intended, the njode of recruiting the, corps 
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subsequently adopted would necessarily have transferred it to 
the service of Portugal: 

‘ I conceive that Marshal Beresford had the power to or¬ 
ganize the Lusitanian Legion as he thought proper; and I 
certainly did not disapprove of his measures upon that occa¬ 
sion, and did not interfere with those measures any more than 
I have with others adopted respecting the Portuguese army, 
under Marshal Beresford’s directions. 

‘ In justice to Marshal Beresford, however, I enclose his let¬ 
ter to me of the 15th February, in answer to»a reference which 
I had made to him of your Lordship’s dispatch of the 5th 
January; from which, and from the reports of General Hamil¬ 
ton of the state of the Legion, and from the state of the ac¬ 
counts of that corps, your Lordship will be able to form your 
own opinion upon the whole of this subject. 

‘ I have referred to Marshal Beresford your Lordship’s 
letter of the 27th April, containing the statement of the claims 

of Mr.-. Without adverting to the nature of those 

claims, which are, in my opinion, very questionable, I have 

to inform your Lordship, that I consider Mr.-- to be 

a deserter from the service of the Prince Regent, and 
a debtor to the state to a considerable amount. As a de¬ 
serter, he has forfeited his claim to all arrears of pay, allow¬ 
ances, &c. 

* 1 have already taken occasion to draw the attention of your 
Lordship to the necessity that the Officers, employed by his 
Majesty to serve with the Portuguese troops, should be obliged 
to perform the engagement into which they voluntarily en¬ 
tered when they accepted this employment, and should not 
be allowed to resign when it should suit their convenience or 
their inclinations, in which ‘principle your Lordship concurred 
by your letter 6f the 7th November, 1809- 

* I have also taken the 'liberty of drawing your Lordship’s 
attention to the state of discipline of the army in general, 
which I have stated to be attributed, in some degree, to the 
want of the power of reward in the hands of those who are 
honored With the “charge of commanding his Majesty’s troops 
on foreign and active service; and ii would be desirable if the 
applications of Officers for the restoration of their pay and 
allowances, forfeited undet 1 his Maj'esty’s regulations, on ac- 



1810. 


• CEI.OR1CO. 


171 


count of tbeir absence from their duty without leave, were 
referred to their Commanding Officers abroad. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &i. 

The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ Wellington. 

i 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
it. Craufurd. • ‘ 

My dear General, ‘ Celorico, 8th June, 1810. 

‘ If the rain is as heavy in your quarter as it is with us, the 
Agueda must h ive swelled again. Could not Carrera, by i 
floating large treqp down the river, destroy the bridge above 
the town; and the people of the town do something of the 
same kind by the lower bridge? A bridge upon ehevalets 
cannot lie very«trong. Silveira write? me on the 5th, that 
the enemy’s parties were approaching the Douro, opposite 
Freixo de Espadacinta. 

Believe me, &c. 

■ Brig. Gen. II. Craufurd: 4 Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B, to C. Stuart, Esq. 

4 My dear Sir, ‘ Celorico, 8th June, 1810. 

4 1 have just received your letter of the 4th. The Govern¬ 
ment ought immediately to compose the Commission, at 
Beresfoni’s head quarters, of respectable and efficient people. 

1 have sent some persons to be tried by them, and shall soon 
send othezs. . 

4 1 do not understand the nature of the objections of the 
Regency to publish their proclamation. I hope that they are 
not afraid to inform the country of their danger;,,or do they 
really believe that it does not exist ? 

4 I conclude that Silveira sefids all his intelligence, from 
which you will see that I cannot have less than 50,000 men in 
my front. 

* It would be very desirable to bring to a conclusion the 
police arrangement wlych I suggested some time ago. 

4 I am convinced that the French now see the necessity of 
getting us out of the Peninsula as the first object of their at¬ 
tention, and that they will risk every thing for that object, 
and the trial will be made in a short time. 

BelilVe me, &e. 

Welling ion. 


‘ C- Stuart, Fuq. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to brigadier General 
if. Crau/urd. 

‘ My dear /orKNKRAL, ‘ Celorico, 9th Juno, 1810. 

‘ I received last night your first, and this morning your 
second letter of yesterday. 

‘ I scarcely think that the enemy intend to draw the 2nd 
corps out of Estremadura; I should rather suppose the pre¬ 
paration of boats to be intended to reinforce it. If our accounts 
of the strength of the 6{jh and 8th corps be correct, they have 
r as many men as they can require for the siege of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, and for ulterior objects. Their other corps would 
be better situated in Estremadura. 

‘ T have a letter from General Hill this morning, of as late a 
date as the 6th, and he does not mention any alteration in that 
quarter; and on the 5th, the enemy’s head quarters were still 
at Merida, and his troops on both sides of the Guadiana. 

‘ I shall be obliged to you if you will communicate these 
circumstances to General Carrera, particularly the strength of 
Junot’s corps; and desire him to tell his friend in the Vera to 
have a look out towards the Puerto de Congosto, and the high 
road from Talavera to Almaraz, for reinforcements for the 
2nd corps, of which it is very interesting to have early in- 
t exigence. 

* I apprehend that Ciudad Rodrigo will have been com¬ 
pletely invested last night before the ammunition can have got 
in. Is it certain that the, heavy artillery has reached the 
place? I should think that Ruman would have had intelli¬ 
gence of their movement from Matilla. 

‘ Believe»mc, &c. 

‘ Brig. Gen. R. Crau/urd. ‘ Wellington. 

‘ I do not know for what purpose the ammunition stated to 
have been destroyed at Talavera, or the magazine of provisions 
at Truxillo are required, if the 2nd corps is to be withdrawn 
from Estremadura.' 

<» 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B.,- to Lieut. General Hill. 

, • . 

‘ Mv dear Hill, * ' ‘ Celorico, 9tl» June, 1810. 

J l enclose a paper containing intelligence of preparations at 
Almaraz-for the passage of ti'oops over'the Tagus. The writer 
of this paper appears to think that Massena intends to drpw 
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the 2nd corps out of Estremadura, which I acknowledge that 
1 do not think very probable; for, if our accounts be correct, 
he has a sufficient number of men for the object of the siege of 
Ciudad Rodrigo; and for ulterior objects, the and corps is 
better situated in Estremadura. ' 

‘ The 6th corps (Ney’s) has 18,000 infantry, and 8 regi¬ 
ments of dragoons; and from the returns, I judge that the 8th 
corps (Junot’s) cannot have less than 22,000 infantry and 3000 
or 4,000 cavalry. They must be in the whole 50,000 men at 
least. They can scarcely require more to prevent us from in¬ 
terfering in the siegfc of Ciudad Rodrigo. 

‘ I think it most probable, therefore, that the preparation 
of boats has been for the passage of reinforcements to the 2nd 
corps; more particularly, as it appears that the 2nd corps had 
not moved, when you wrote on the 6th. Besides, I (Jo not 
exactly understand for what purpose the ammunition stated 
to have been destroyed at Talavera de la lteyua was required, 
if the troops were to be withdrawn from Estremadura; nor for 
what purpose the magazine of provisions was collected at 
Truxillo. 

‘ However, it is desirable that you should be instructed how 
to act in case the 2nd corps should be withdrawn from Estre¬ 
madura. If the enemy should adopt that plan, it is evident 
that they intend to concentrate their force for an attack upon 
Portugal, north of the Tagus. This attack may be connected 
with other operations to be carried efti by other corps from the 
Guadiana ; or it may be insulated ; of which I cannot judge 
without knowing, more correctly than I do, the precise situation 
of affairs to the southward of the Sierra Morena.' I, think 
it desirable that you should pass the Tagus at Villa Velha, 
when you find thiit Regnier does so ait Almaraz; unless you 
should find that his corps is 1 replaced in Estremadura by one 
sufficiently strong to overpower that of the Marquis de la 
Romana.* that case you must remain in Alyntejo; ob¬ 
serving well, however, the movements of Regnier on the north 
of the Tagus; and if you should find that he endeavors to 
drive in* Le Cor, and to pass between the Serra de Estrella and 
the Tagus, turning the right of this army, you will act as 
directe’d by my lette.’ of the 18th of February. 

1 Bebeve my, &c. 

‘ TVeM.!N0TO$. 


* Limit. Qenerdl Hill.' 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Bight Hon. the 
Secretary at War. 

• My Lord,' * Celorico, lQtb June, 1810. 

‘ I have the honor Co transmit a statement of funeral expenses 
of men who have ^died in general hospital in this country, 
and which cannot be recovered, from the circumstance of the 
regiments having left the country, or from the accounts of the 
men having been closed and sent to England previous to the 
charge having been received by the regiments. 

‘ I have authorized the Purveyor to enter these expenses in 
his accounts until he shall receive orders respecting them from 
England, and I request that your Lordship will be pleased to 
give directions accordingly. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &e. 

• The Right Hon. • ‘Wellington. 

the' Secretary at War.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
It. Craufurd. 

‘ Mv dear General, ‘ Celorico, 10th June, 1810. 

" ‘ Since I wrote to you yesterday, I have had a report from 
Badajoz of the 7th. 

« The French have spread themselves still more towards the 
Sierra Morena, having their left at Zafra. They have de¬ 
tached La Houssaye’s brigade of dragoons into La Mancha, 
by the road, south of the Guadiana, as well to keep in order 
the guerillas as to prevent the Germans, of whom it is com¬ 
posed, deserting. 

• I see that Ruman says that the heavy artillery had not 
arrived at Tamames on the 6th. , He also says that Massena’s 
force cannot altogether exieed from 25,000 to SO,000 men, in 
which I observe that he agrees with the report at Salamanca; 
and yet I think that all reports received br you concur in 
giving Ney’s corpt three divisions of infantry of 18,000 effec¬ 
tives, an<f"8 regiihents of cavalry and artillery, which alto¬ 
gether cannot amount to less than 25,000 men; and it can 
■scarcely be believed that Junot’s corps, of which the gross 
ret urn'is 34,400 infantry,'' and 8800 cavalry, with artillery, 
should not have 25,000 more effectives. 
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There is no doubt that the whole of Junot's corps is in 
Castille. 

* I had a letter yesterday from Silveira, of thfe 7th; in 
which he says that General Bonnet has evacuated the Asturias, 
and occupies in Leon some of the points before held by Junot. 

‘ Have you been able to do any thing with the enemy’s 
bridges, in the way which I suggested to your consideration ? 

* Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd. ' ‘ Wellington. 

C 

* There is a repijrt of the French having sustained a very 
heavy loss by the attack of guerillas at Guadalaxara.’ 

• * 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 

* My deak General, ’ Celorico, llth June, 1810 . 

‘ I have received your letters of yesterday and the* day 
before. 

* I had letters from Cadiz yesterday to the 2nd. The 
enemy had not abandoned the Trocadero, as was reported at 
Lisbon, and there was nothing extraordinary there. My 
brother says that the French were in great alarm at Seville, 
a*d at Madrid, &c., on account of their distress for the want 
of men. It may be hoped, therefore, that the large numbers 
which they have been induced to collect for their enterprise in 
this quarter may yet lead to some ac?Vantage elsewhere. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd. * Wellington. 

» 

‘ I have received a letter from Silveira of the 9th, from 
which it would appear that the enemy are bringing every thing 
from Leon into Castille. I, do not know whether Bonnet's 
division is included in Junot’s 34,000; some of it, I believe, 
certainly w«3.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Graham. 
‘Sir, ‘ Celorico, llth June, 1810. 

* I have had the honor bf receiving.your letter of the 22nd 

May, regarding the regimental lyspital of the brigade*oi 
Guards at Cadiz. , 

4 "The.regiiflental hospital of the Guards'is managed, upon a 
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different principle from those of regiments of the line; but, I 
imagine, only as far as concerns their finance. In the Guards,' 
the expense of hiring a regimental hospital, and all the ex¬ 
penses attending it, beyond the sum defrayed by the stoppage 
from the pay of the soldiers, fall upon the superior officers of 
the regiment; but, I apprehend that at the time the regimental 
hospitals of the whole army were managed upon the same 
system, the principal medical officer of the army had a right, 
and it was his duty, (b visit and inspect them ; and 1 do not 
believe that what are called the privileges\>f the Guards ex¬ 
tended to an exemption from this inspectifin. 

‘ The alteration of the system of the regimental hospitals 
of regiments of the- li,ne, or of the title of the principal medical 
officer of the army, cannot exempt the Guards from an inspec¬ 
tion to which, in common with the rest of the army, they must 
have been liable. It is not necessary to point out the incon¬ 
veniences and evils which might be the result of an establish¬ 
ment of this description, being exempt from any inspection and 
control, excepting that of its own officers. 

* We have been obliged in this army to adopt the system of 
general hospitals in preference lo regimental hospitals; and it 
# would be impossible for the principal medical officer to per¬ 
form the duty which is impose^ upon him under this systefj, 
without having a constant and perfect knowledge of all that 
is passing in the regimental hospitals, to which the patients are 
in the first instance admitted, and making frequent inspections: 
and in point of fact, the Inspector General with, this army 
does inspect the hospitals of the regiments of Guards with this 
army whfcn he pleases. 

‘ 1 conceive, therefore, that Brigadier General Dilkes and 
the officers commanding the battalions oif Guards at Cadiz 
are mistaken upon this subject; but if, after the receipt of this 
letter, there should be any further doubt, I should recommend 
to you to refer it to the consideration of his Itoyfil Highness 
the Duke of York, as a quesSion upon the‘privileges of the 
Guards. 

‘ I, have the honor to be, &c. 

‘Lieut. General Graham.’ < ‘ Wellington. 
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Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Graham. 

< g IRj ‘ Celorico, Iltli June,*1810. 

4 I have received your letter of the 81st May (No. 15). 
Lieut. Colonel Fletcher being in the neighbourhood of Lis¬ 
bon, I have not yet received the papers which Captain Birch 
has transmitted to him. 

4 Lieut. Colonel Ponsonby. being upon the staff at Cadiz, it 
rests with you to dispose of his services as you may think best; 
and I beg you to make any arrangements you may prefer for 
the command of the cavalry at Cadiz, which shall have my 
full concurrence. 

* I beg to refer you to my letter of this date to Mr. Wel¬ 
lesley, for an account of the state of affair here. 

* I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Graham.’ 1 Wellinuisdn. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Graham. 

• Sir, ' ‘ CeloricoJ 11th June, 1810. 

4 I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 26th 
May (No. 14). 

* My former letters will have conveyed to you tny concur¬ 

rence in your directing the purchase, by the British Commis¬ 
sary, of any articles which you might think necessary for the 
British troops, which the Spanish magazines could not afford; 
and my letter of the 16th May pointed out the mode, in which 
I was desirous that an endeavor should be made, to obtain 
repayment from the Spanish Government of the money thus 
expended. You will give your own directions to the British 
Commissary at Cadiz to purchase such articles for the troops, 
and in such quantities as you may .think it necessary to have; 
and you will direct the Commissary either to purchase these 
articles wherever they can be got, or to contract for them, as 
may be found most beneficial for the service, adverting in every 
case to the instructions of the Treasury, and of thfc Commis¬ 
sary in Chief. ° . 

‘ It would be very desirable that the payment these 
supplies should be made by bills upon the Treasury, which 
the receivers should be bound not to‘negotiate at Cadiz, ^t, 
Lisbon, or Gibraltar; and Mr. Klnnedy,* who is now the 

* Sir Robert Kennedy, K.T.S. • 


von. vj» 
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Commissary General with the army, will instruct the Com¬ 
missary at Cadiz upon this subject. But if the persons who 
furnish sdpplies are unwilling to take bills in payment on these 
terms, they'must be paid in cash, which Mr. Duff will furnish 
in the usual manners 

‘ As the Spanish Government have agreed to supply the 
British troops from the Spanish magazines, as one of the con¬ 
ditions on which they were detached to Cadiz, and I have 
reported to his Maje&y’s Government that I had made this 
condition, I cannot consent to depart frofa it without their 
orders to that purpose. I therefore request that the bills for 
these supplies may be given to his Majesty’s Minister at Cadiz, 
as suggested to Miyor General Stuart, in my letter of the 
27th February, and to you of the 16th of list month. 

, ‘ I have the honor tp be, &c. 

‘ Liei/t. General Graham .’ * Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

• My dear Sir, ‘Celorico, 11th June, 1810. 

* I have received your letter of the 6th. The enemy have 
certainly not abandoned the Trocadero. 

, * So much inconvenience results^ from the publication of 

two official statements of the same transactions, even where 
two individuals mean most fairly by each other, that I think 
it better that I should make the reports of the operations of the 
army to the Portuguese- Government. I shall send them a 
copy of my weekly report to the Secretary of State; and I 
shall only request them not to publish them in ordinary cases, 
and not to publish them, in any case;, till after the packet shall 
have sailed for England. 

c I have repeatedly desired that the Portuguese Govern¬ 
ment might have half of all tha.money received into the mili¬ 
tary chest, till the debt from the military to the chest of the 
“ aids,” op account of the two sevenths of the receipts, should 
be reduced. I see no objection to thpir hawing all the French 
money, and as much paper money immediately ; but I should 
wish to'speak to the Commissary General upon that subject 
and the wheat, which J shall do to-morrow. 

* * 'J'he cqpduct of the Government, in- respect to the Cor- 
regidor of Lamego, conveys to my'mind a clear proof of their 
reluct.q.ndfe«'to rmriish: and in some degree of, their desire to 
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screen a person of this description from all punishment. The 
letter from me, enclosed in Dom M. de Forjaz’s note to yau of 
the 6th, is circular, and a mere form, to enforce the requisition 
of a Commissary; and you will observe that it refers in terms to 
a requisition which was to accompany it. 'Now the requisition 
from the Commissary, which accompanied yds circular letter, 
was dated the 22nd of March, and it appears that the letter 
from the magistrate of Celorico was dated the 30th March. 
My complaint of want of carriages was in the end of April, 
or beginning of May. 

* But how is the*fact regarding this very requisition for 

wine, which is stated to be the cause of the failure in supply¬ 
ing carriages ? Twelve carts loaded with, wine were all that 
were sent! ! * 

‘ We are now in the greatest distress for carriages, apd I 
have consequently no forage for the cavalry. I have for¬ 
warded many complaints to the Special Commission, but fiave 
not yet heard of the result; and I only request you to tell 
Dom M. de Forjaz, that notwithstanding my good opinion and 
respect, and regard for the Government, 1 am determined to 
proclaim to the people of this country, and to the world, my 
reasons for withdrawing from my position in this country, if 
I should be obliged to withdraw by want; and to make 
known my earnest and repeated, but fruitless entreaties since 
last November, that the Government would exert themselves 
to enforce obedience from the magistrates and people of the 
country. 

* I fear now that, for want of assistance to poor Leitc, the 
Commission will be useless. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

■ C. Stuart, Esq.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 

Henry Wellesley. 

‘ My dear Henry, ‘ Celorico, 11th June, 1810. 

* I received yesterday your letter of the 2nd; that of the 

22nd May has never’ t reached me, nor has’Alava arrived; 

and you either gave it to him or to 0 a Spanish messenger 

who parsed through to Ciudad Rodrigo some days ago^ anti 

who, I conclude, gave my letters to the Governor, and I shall 

never see them.. I have more than once observed that letter: 

• • _ • 
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into prefetures, while Napoleon parcels it out into govern¬ 
ments: Joseph makes a great military expedition into the 
south of £>pain, and undertakes the siege of Cadiz, while 
Napoleon places all the troops and half the kingdom under 
the command of Majsena, and calls it the Army of Portugal. 

‘ It is impossible that these measures can be adopted in 
concert; and I shofild suspect that the impatience of Napo¬ 
leon’s tamper will not bear the delay of the completion of the 
conquest of Spain; apd that he is desirous of making one 
great effort to remove us by the means of Mcissena. 

* The neglect of the work at Santa Pe^fi is truly consistent 
with the Spanish character. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 

• The Rt. Hon. Henry Wellesley' i Wellington. 

LieUt. General Viscount Wellington, K. B., 10 Brigadier General 
, R. CrauXurd. 

‘ My dear General, * Celorico, 12th June, 1810. 

(• 

‘ The state of the musket ammunition in Ciudad Rodrigo is 
not so bad as to render it necessary that you should incur the 
risk of any loss, in order to throw in an additional quantity. 
It is what they are most deficient in, and it would have been 
' better if their wants had been fully supplied in time. But 
they are not in such want as to' induce me to recommend that 
you should incur the risk of losing part of your cavalry to 
supply them, or to make a larger arrangement to cover a com¬ 
munication with the place. I am apprehensive that I shall not 
be able to do more for them than oblige the enemy to keep a 
large force collected in this quarter, for the purpose of this 
enterprize. 

■ With an army one* fourth inferior in ne’.mbers, a part of it 
being of a dobbtful description, and at all events but just 
made, and not more thah one-third of the numbers of the 
enemy’s cavalry, it would be an operation of some fisk to leave 
our mountains, and bring on argeneral action,in the plains, and 
would, most probably, accelerate the period of our evacuation 
of the Peninsula.' However, I do not give over all thoughts 
of attempting their relief, at least:by throwing in supplies, 
•which possibly might be done without a general action.. This 
must 'depend upon the position which Masscna continues to 
hold with the right'of the army. 
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‘ You will be concerned to hear of the illness of Mr. Wind¬ 
ham. I send you what Lady Liverpool writes to me of him 
on the 36th. It appears that on the 30th he was stjjl very ill. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to*R. Kennedy, Esq., 
Commissary General. 

‘Sir, ‘(Celorico, 12th June, 1810. 

* I enclose the eSttract of a letter which I have received from 
Lieut. General Graham, relative to supplies for the troops at 
Cadiz, and the copy of my answer; and request you to give 
corresponding instructions to the Commissary at Cadiz. 

‘ When I detached troops to Cadiz from this army, I stipu¬ 
lated with the Spanish Government that they should be fed 
from the Spanish magazines, which was agreed to. * The 
Commanding Officers there having subsequently represented 
that it was necessary for the troops that certain articles should 
be purchased by the British Commissary, I enclose copies of 
the instructions which I gave to Major General Stewart on the 
37th of February, and Lieut. General Graham on the 16th of 
May, regarding the mode of picturing payment for these 

Articles. 

‘ The same measures must be adopted regarding a.:.y sup¬ 
plies purchased, or any extraordinary expense incurred at 
Cadiz. ' » 

‘ It will be desirable that you should furnish the Commis¬ 
sary at Cadiz with blank bills upon the Treasury, or authorise 
Mr. Duff to supply him with such as he may require to make 
the payments in bills, adverted to in the enclosed copy of a 
letter to Lieut. Gefteral Graham. * * 

‘ I have the honor to lx?, &c. 

' R. Kennedy, Esq., * ‘Wellington. 

Commissary General.’ 

* -> 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
*R. Craufurd. • 

‘ My dear General,* * ‘Celorico, 13th June, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of yesterday with one from. 
General Loison, enclosing*letters freftn officers prisoners of war, 
and their receipt for the last sum of money sJnt to them. 
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‘ You did not send me the letter from Carrera, mentioned 
in your postscript. I 'have a letter from Badajoz of the 10th, 
stating that the enemy’s cavalry had appeared there on the 
preceding evening, and carried off some cattle, &c. About 
8,000 infantry entejcd Lobon from Almendralejo on the 10th. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brig. Gen. if. Craufurd. ‘ W ELLINGTON. 

1 Let me hear if a heavy fire should be opened on Ciudad 
Rodrigo. I believe the letter from Carrera to which you 
referred, was for Colonel O’Lalor, and he h&s received it.’ 

f 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Graham. 
'Sir, • <• ‘ Celorico, 13 th June, 1810. 

‘ From a late letter from the Secretary of State, I learn 
that the 1st battalion 21st Regiment, and the Chasseurs Bri- 
tamqques, and the 31st and 39,th Regiments, expected from 
the Mediterranean to reinforce this army, are to go to Cadiz 
for orders; and I request you to give orders to those regi¬ 
ments to proceed without loss of time on their passage to 
Lisbon. 

* Adverting to the possibility that we may be obliged to 
^evacuate Portugal, and to the small quantity of tonnage for 
ho, which I have in the Tagus, compared with the number 
of horses with the army, and to the expediency of endeavoring 
to save as many horses for the service as possible, and that I 
might have it in my power to save the whole by sending some 
to Cadiz, I request you to give directions to the Commissary 
at Cadiz, to endeavor to collect at that place a magazine of 
80,000 rations of straw, and 30,000 rations of forage corn. 

‘ This magazine may eventually be of ugedo you, even if I 
should not have occasion to send any horses to Cadiz. 

‘ Iihave the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Lieut. Gen. Graham.' ‘ Wellington. 

I 

Lieut j General f Viscount Wellington, &.B., to the Right Hon. 

Henry Wellesley. 

Mv dear Henry, ‘ Celorico, 13th June, lSlO. 

Since I wrote to you on the 11th, I have received your 
letter which you had written on the <22nd May, and had given 
to Alava, but I have heard nothing of Alava himself. 
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«. The King arrived at Madrid on the 13th of last month, 
and I hear that he has since been at Valladolid. 

‘ Nothing has occurred of importance since 1 wroie to you, 
excepting that Ciudad Rodrigo is completely invested; but not 
with any great force on this side of the river Agueda. 

‘ The enemy’s cavalry approached Badajoz again on the 
evening of the 9th, and carried off some cattle, fkc. 

‘ I return General Graham’s letter. Sir Brent Spencer is 
come here instead of Lord W. Bentinck. 

£ I could not spare the Commissary General to go to Cadiz, 
as proposed by General Graham. I have a very good opinion 
of Mr. O’Meara, but I am apprehensive that Lieut. Colonel 
Gordon will send somebody to Cadiz to supersede him. I shall 
keep him at the head of the department at Cadiz, if a superior 
officer should not be sent from England to take charge of it. 

‘ I am apprehensive that it would not answer to employ more 
persons than one to negociate bills upon the Treasufy at 
Cadiz. One consequence would certainly be tp raise the rate 
of exchange, and 1 should doubt that two or three shops would 
sell more bills than one. Duff’s opinion is decidedly against 
the employment of any other channel for these negociations' 
besides himself. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 

‘ The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley.' ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K if., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

1 My dear Sir, ‘ Celorico, 13th June, 1810. 

‘ I have received your two letters of the 9th. The govern¬ 
ment police regulation is quite inefficient. The object of the 
plan I proposed was to have a force capable of preventing the 
collection of mobs, and their mischief when collected; which 
mobs are thg troops of the conspirators. The object of the 
decree of the Government is to discover conspirators and pre¬ 
vent conspiracies; but if one should by chance escape them, or 
if the mob should collect of its own accord^ their pi£h gives 1 
them no force to get the better of it. It is therefore essentially 
deficient, and ought to be amended without loss of time. • < 
‘ I am obliged to you f<Jr the intelligence from St. Sebas¬ 
tian, &c. 
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‘ I had directed that Le Cor should be supplied from our 
magazines at Abrante£ The difficulty in establishing the 2nd 
line on the Zezere consists not only in provisions for the militia, 
but in money to pay them; as I understand that they are more 
expensive when drawn from their homes, than they are when 
left at them. However, coute qui coute, we must draw them 
out soon. 

‘ I received from the Secretary of State a copy of Mr. Har¬ 
rison’s letter to Colonel Bunbury, and we have completely 
refuted him. 1 will send you all the paperj upon this subject. 
He took an estimate made for September, October, and Novem¬ 
ber, os the scale of the expense for eight months, without ad¬ 
verting to the alteration of circumstances occasioned by change 
of position, increase of prices, of numbers, &c., and concluded 
upon his own statement that we ought to have money in hand, 
(having included in it, by the bye, some sums which we had 
not received,) notwithstanding that our distress had been com¬ 
plained of by every post, and I had particularly desired in 
December that £200,000 might be sent out, and a sum monthly, 
equal in amount to the increased Portuguese subsidy. The 
amount of our estimate now is above £400,000 per mensem. 

* I have heard no more of the additional £40,000 Portu¬ 
guese subsidy. 

* Believe me, Sec. 

• C. Stuart, Esq.' * Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State.' 

‘ Mv dear Lord, ‘ Celorieo, 13tli June, 1810. 

‘ As soon as the enemy had completed their bridge under Los 
Carboneros, they passed some troops over the Agueda, and they 
occupied with’their picquets, on c the 11th, all the roads leading 
to Ciudad Rodrigo on this side of the Agueda; and the com¬ 
munication with the place is at an end. The heavy guns are, 
however, not yet brought up; and by the,last letter which I 
hadjjp rom theV-* owernor > °f the 10th, it appeared that he still 
posgfiSSM the grd und f rom which the enemy could make their 
attack with most at Ivanthge. 

Since I address^ y our Lordship on- the 6th instant, the 
;nem£ hive shewn r*° me troops, principally cavalry, in the 
neighbourhood fif ^pluebla de Sanabria and Mojrnbuey; and on 
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the night of the 7th instant they attacked General Echevarria 
at Alcafiizas, and dispersed his troops, and plundered the pjace. 

* 1 imagine these troops were the division of General Bonnet 
on their inarch from the northern provinces of Acturias and 
Leon into Castilie, to join the main body of the army assem¬ 
bled under the command of Marshal Massena. The enemy 
have likewise shewn some troops on the left l>ank of the Douro, 
between the Tormes and the Agueda, which are probably the 
rear of the corps of the Due d’ Abrantes, or the head of the 
division of Bonnet on their march for the same object. 

‘ Nothing of any importance has occurred in Estremadura. 
On the 9th a body of about 3000 infantry, with some artillery, 
went to Lobon, between Merida and Badajoz; and on the 
same evening a Itody of about 400 cavalry drove off some 
cattle from the neighbourhood of Badajoz. 

‘ My last accounts from Cadiz are of the 2nd instant, ft'hen 
nothing of importance had occurred. The enemy had*not 
evacuated the Trocadero. 

‘ Believe, me, 8tc. 

‘The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ WEllington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
11. Craufurd. 

My dear General, u * Celorico, I4tli June, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of yesterday. 

‘ It is very desirable that we should keep our advanced posts, 
and the picquets from them, in a forward situation, as long as 
possible; at* the same time I am convinced that when the rivers 
shall fall, the enemy will pass the Agueda upon your left with 
the right of his army, as soon as he shall have brought up 
the ordnance and m.-jferials for the siege.* The reasons which 
induce us to wish to maintain our advanced posta in a forward 
situation, would induce them to desire to force us in, and with 
their strength they can have no difficulty in effecting their 
object. I begfyou to advert tt^ this circumstance,*and be in 
readiness to withdraw, when you shall find th^ the enemy pass 
the Agueda in strength. • 

‘•Believe'me, &c. 

• * 

‘ Brig. Ge t n. R. Craufurfl. ‘ Wellington. 

‘ I have no news this day*from Badajoz. I had yesterday a 
letter of the 11th from Silveira. The detaohifient which had 
attacked Alcatifzas retired towards Benevcnlc.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral the 
Right Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Celorico, 15th June, 1810. 

‘ Colonel Fletcher has repeatedly informed me of the assist¬ 
ance which you have uniformly given him, in the great work 
which he has undertaken and has now nearly executed, for 
which I beg leave to return you my best thanks. 

‘ There are, however, two or three points in which I think 
you could render uso very essential service, upon which I am 
now about to trouble you. One is to give'us some of Popham's 
telegraph vocabularies. I am very desiimis that the naval code 
of signals and cyphers should be cut out of these books, in order 
that no evil should result from their falling into bad hands. 

* I should also be very much obliged to you if you could 
give us some assistance in forming an establishment for each of 
these stations. I cannot well spare officers to go down and 
leafn how to use a telegraph ; 'and I am afraid of the mistakes 
and blunders which will result from using them by their agency, 
without previous instruction. Officers of marines, or steady 
midshipmen, or even non-commissioned officers of marines who 
know something of signals, or sober signal men, one at each 
station, with one seaman at each, would be a sufficient establish¬ 
ment for the present, and I would add to it what would be - 
necessary hereafter. I would also request you to consider" of 
the assistance which you will have it in your power to give us 
in the way of armed vessels. The right of our position will be 
at Alhandra, where-the Tagus begins to open, where you could 
give us great assistance and security. 

£ I should think also that a gun boat or two, stationed on 
the coast between Mafra and Maceira, would be of service, in 
case the enemy should attempt to push a a column along the 
beach. 

‘ You will have heard from Mr. Stuart the state of affairs 
here. Notwithstanding all their boasting, I t o!oubt whether 
the people of Ciudad Rodrigo will..make -o. vigorous defence. 
The enemy hatfe not yet attacked them, nor have they brought 
up the heavy guns, and yet they are already crying .out. They 
have a formidable arpiy in our front, but not enough yet to 
Venture upon a serious ftttaek of this country, 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• t Vice Admiral * ^Vhllin^ion. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
B, Craufurd. 

‘ My dear General, ‘ Celorico, 15th Juno, 1810. 

‘ 1 received last night letters from General Silveira to the 
18th. The Spanish division under General Mahy had made 
an attack upon the French at Astorga, tout had been re¬ 
pulsed, and had returned to Villa Franca. The JFrench 
cavalry, which had been at Alcanizas, &c., had returned to 
Benevente, and towards Astorga. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd.' ‘ Wellington. 

| > 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My dear Hill, ' ‘ Celorico, 15th June* 1810. 

* Nothing of any importance has occurred since I wrote to 
you last. The enemy have not yet brought the heavy guns 
to Ciudad Rodrigo; nor have they passed fhe Agueda in 
force, excepting by the bridges near Ciudad Rodrigo, for the 
purpose of investing the place. 

* It is desirable that you should have a communication with 
Colonel Le Cor, upon the certainty and speed of which you can 
depend, and let it go every day, as our parte does. 

‘ I do not feel very confident in the capacity or inclination of 
the people at Ciudad Rodrigo to l\pld out, notwithstanding 
all their boasling; and when the enemy shall get possession of 
that place, he will have it in his power to choose his point of 
attack; and I think it probable that he will attack Le Cor, 
so as to get between you and me. You have instructions 
applicable to that" movement; and you will derive great advan¬ 
tage from an early knowledge of what is passing on this side of 
the Tagus. 1 

* As the, weather is becoming hot, it is necessary that 
we should auve# to t|ie possibility of our troop? becoming^ 
sickly in Alentejo. I wish that you would make inquiries 
which are the most healthy stations, and occupy tlienrpiefe-- 
ably to others. I have always heard that Portalegre is very 
healthy, which is fwrtunate ; but Arronches is not so. Hotc-, 
ever, your own inquiries vfill give you the best informatbn. 

‘ I, would recommend that the troops shcAild not go into 
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huts, as long as it is possible to avoid it; and do not allow 
then) to turn out befoVe daylight, or to be out after nightfall, 
particulariy if you should be obliged to keep any of them in 
stations reported to be‘unhealthy. 

1 Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut. General Hill ( * Wellington. 

• Bevesford tells me that he has placed the 5th Cagadores, 
now in Elvas, at youij disposal. I have omitted to mention to 
you that I propose to attach General Leitl? * to your division. 
I should give him the command of General Tilson’s brigade, 
and of the 2nd division ; freeing you, for the present, from the 
details of that division, and leaving you in command of the 
whole force in Alenttejo.’ t 

IJeut. General Viscount Wellington , K.F., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

• Mv DEAR Sir, , ‘ Celorieo, 15th June, 1810. 

4 I was in hopes that I should be able to send you an answer 
this day, respecting the delivery to the Portuguese Govern¬ 
ment of the wheat contracted for by the Commissary General; 
but I lind from Mr. Kennedy, that he was obliged to wait for 
an answer from Mr. Dunniore, before he could venture to 
decide upon your proposition, lii the mean time, as the 
wheat is most probably not airived, no inconvenience will be 
felt from the delay in giving the answer. 

‘ 1 have received you); letter of the 11th, for which I am 
much obliged to you. Beresford .will be here to day, and I 
shall have .some further conversation ’ with him 1 about the 
Special Commission. 1 have sent marjy people to be tried by it, 
but it has not yet produced any effect. The want of carriages, 
and the desertion of» drivers, become more grievous every 
day; and I am obliged to order an increase of our mule esta¬ 
blishment, and of course of our expense, in order to make 
good this deficiency. I fear that all these carriages will fall 
into the Hands of the enemy* who will wgrk them as they 
ought to be worked. It is grievous to think, that the want 
o£4mt/io» of subordination and obedience in this good and loyal 
people, and of confidence and vigor'in the Government, should 
tejvd so manifestly as it r does to the loss of the country., 


* Sir James Leith, K.B., &c. 
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‘ I have accounts this morning from Ciudad Rodrigo. The 
French have not yet fired a shot af the place, nor ^iave 
they brought up the heavy ordnance; but the people begin to 
cry out. I fear, that after all their boasting, they will not 
hold out. I have no doubt that Massera has got together 
50,000 men for this enterprize. This number, however, will 
not do his business for him in Portugal, whatever may be 
the result of the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo. * 

* I am going to write to the Regency respecting their issuing 
a proclamation to have the harvest beat out as soon as possible 
after it is reaped; also respecting their taking pains to collect 
at Lisbon as large a quantity of provisions, particularly 
grain, as possible. We shall have a great consumption there 
if we should be shut up in our positions tor any time; which 
certainly will be the case, unless the enemy should introduce- 
such a force into the country as to oblige me to withdraw* It 
is desirable that you should press Lord Wellesley to encouft-age 
the exportation, as soon as possible, of cargoes of flour parti¬ 
cularly, but if not to be got, of wheat, or barley, or oats from 
Ireland; I shall not be in want for my troops, but the supply 
of the inhabitants may be a matter of difficulty, and should ■ 
be looked to by the Government. 

‘ I am afraid also that they are forming magazines of too 
great an extent in the Mondego; and even in the Douro: mine 
are limited, and so placed and circumstanced, that I can 
remove them or destroy them when I please; and in case of 
our removal from hence, the enemy would get nothing: I shall 
speak to Beresford upon this subject. There is really no use 
in having 800,000 rations of rice at Figueira, whic;h I fear 
cannot be consumed; its removal is almost impossible, and 
its destruction very»doubtful. Their great store should be at 
Lisbon, from whence they should feed periodically the Douro, 
the Mondego, and Abrantes. If tile enemy should get pos¬ 
session of Qiudad Rodrigo, their next operation will most 
probably be upon.Le Coj, if tb*y are strong enough. This 
will necessarily remove us from the valley of the Mondego, and 
all these great magazines here will at least be \iseless. 

? Believe nie^ &c. 

‘ Wellington. • 


‘ C. Stuart, Esq^ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
,i ' R. Craufurd. 

‘ My dear General, * Celorico, 16 th June, 1810 . 

‘ I received last night a letter from Silveira of the 14th. 
He mentions a vague report of infantry having arrived at 
Zamora, from Salamanca and Valladolid. 

‘ I liave also a letter from General Mahy of the 11th, giving 
an account of his operations, which "ppear to have deprived 
the French of Leon. "While he was engaged in this operation, 
the French attacked his advanced guard from Astorga. 

‘ Let me know if the rain which is now falling extends to 
you, and makes any impression on the Agueda. 

* Believe me, &c. 

• Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount■ Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 

‘ Mv dear General, ‘ Celorico, 17th June, 1810. 

• By letters of the 18th and 14th, received this morning from 
Badajoz, it appears that Regnier has collected his corps in the 
neighbourhood of Merida, probably with the intention of draw¬ 
ing General Hill’s attention that way. 

‘ I have nothing of any consequence from Silveira. General 
Beresford has frequently expressed a wish that 1 should send 
back the 2nd regiment of Caqadores, in order that they may 
receive their recruits, &c.; and I shall be much obliged to you 
if you will make arrangements for sending them Dack, letting 
me know by what route. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd.' " * ‘ Wellington. 

n 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

* My dei.r Sir, ‘ Celorico, 17th June, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 13th ihstant, I hope that 
.Vr- Pnnmore \jiay have been able to give you some money 
within these last few days, as I. understand that 'diey have 
lately raised a large sum by bills on the Treasury. However, 
f shell speak to Mr. Remedy on the subject < this day. The 
troops in this qrmv have not vet received their pav to the 24th 
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of May, which they ought to have received, according to the 
King’s regulations, on the 25th of April. I have spoken to 
Beresford, as I told you I should, respecting the extant of the 
magazines to be placed in the Douro aild the Mondego for the 
Portuguese troops; and he wishes them to, be confined to the 
amount stated in the arrangement which he settled with Dom 
M. de Forjaz. 

‘ I do not think that any measure can be adopted, with 
propriety, to prevent the circulation of, false reports, or to 
remedy the evil which results from them. I believe that 
false reports respecting the operations of armies are always cir¬ 
culated, particularly where British armies and officers are con¬ 
cerned. These reports are circulated even in this town, where 
there is no reservA upon any subject, and every person who 
chooses to call at head quarters sees the reports of intelligence 
received. Then we are the most indefatigable writers of liters 
and of news that exist in the world, and the fashion and spirit 
of the times give encouragement to lies. 1 know no mode of 
getting the better of the inconvenience, which i*s certainly the 
consequence of the circulation of these false reports, excepting 
to have no reserve on the subject of the real and well founded 
intelligence from the armies. 1 would not recommend publi¬ 
cation, as it might lead to’ inconveniences of another descrip¬ 
tion, and is beneath the dignity of every Government; nor 
would I, as Colonel Peacocke very innocently but indiscreetly 
did last year, check by any public oyder or proclamation the 
circulation of any description of report. 

‘ The enemy broke ground before Ciudad Jlodrigo on the 
night before last, but th<;y have not yet brought qp their 
heavy ordnance. 

‘ Believe me, See. 

• C. Stuart, Esq: ‘ W ill i ngton. 


Lieut. Generdk Viscount Wellington , K.B., to Lieut. Gene;<al Hill. 

‘ My beak HlU„ ‘ Celorico, 18th June, 1810. 

* I have received your letter of the 15th with my broiiiri' i <r 
dispatch. 

£ The .return of Burner's corps agrees nearly exactly with 
what I have always supposed it to b?; and I think that *you 
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have nothing to apprehend from it. It is probable, from the 
collection of his troops at and about Merida, that he is going 
to strike c a blow at O’Donnell, or to annoy Badajoz by another 
reconnoissance. You 1 know how to act. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Lieut. General Hill. * WEllington. 

‘ Nothing new here. The enemy broke ground on the 
15th at Ciudad Rodrigo.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B ,to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 

‘ My dear General, ‘ Celorico, 6 a.m., 18th June, 1810. 

‘ I have received this morning the substance of some dis¬ 
patches and returns of the 1st May, from Ney, intercepted in 
Biscay, which make his infantry', in effectives, 23,105 ; cavalry, 
effectives, 485(5, 4993 horses; field artillery, 1229; siege artil¬ 
lery 1415; miners, &c. 1006: total 31,611. Besides these 
there are 5023 men of this corps in hospital. 

‘ I have just received your letter of the 17th, and I shall 
send an answer to the Government to-morrow. I received 
yesterday an English newspaper of the 1st; Mr. Windhev.* 
was still very ill. The bulletin says that he had passed a rest¬ 
less night and was not better. 

‘ An Italian servant of the Duke of Cumberland has made 
an attempt to assassinate the Duke in his sleep, in the night, 
with his own sabre. He had -wounded the Duke desperately, 
but he was alive and not supposed to be in danger. The man 
had cut his own throat afterwards, and was supposed to have 
been mad or jealous* 

* Mr. Bankes had carried two questions against Government 
by majorities of ten, in favor of the abolition of sinecure 
offices. , 

‘ Silveira, in a letter of the 17th. received last night, tells 
me that he had received reports that the French had 10,000 
Imantry at Zatiiora. 

, ‘ Believe me, &c. 

' Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd: t ‘ ^Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 

‘ Mv dear General, ‘,f!elorico, 19th June, 1810. 

* The intercepted letters, of which I told you yesterday that 

1 had received the abstracts, contain accounts of the march of 
several small detachments of 2000, 3000, aad 4000 men, to¬ 
wards Castille, certainly to join Masscna. » 

‘ There is also a return of Scrra’s division, amounting to 7223 
men. This division is called the rear guard. It was on the 
1st May at Vitoria, Tolosa, &c.: but we have heard of it so 
often, that I should imagine it has come forward also. I am 
also certain, from a paragraph in one of the Due d’Abrantes* 
letters, that Bonnet’s division which has come from Asturias is 
distinct from the 8th corps ; so that altogether we have in our 
front a tolerable mass of men. • 

‘ The letter from General Silveira of the 17th, which ^ re¬ 
ceived last night, states that Ivellerman (who was Governor 
General (In la haute Espatjne, and commanded for some time 
at Valladolid) and Bessieres (who commanded cither the whole 
or a part of the cavalry of the 8th corps during the siege of 
Astorga) had moved with the cavalry from Benevente, and 
the infantry which he had reported the day before to be at 
Zamora, to Astorga. This infqntry was reported to General 
Silveira to be 10,000 men ; and this report is confirmed by a 
letter of the 11th and 12th from Salamanca, stating that there 
were8,000 or 9,000 troops at that place-. It is probable, there¬ 
fore, either that the enemy have been alarmed by the movements 
of Mahy upon Leon, or that, as their reinforcements have come 
up, they have resumed their original project of an attafck upon 
our left, at the same time with one upon our centre and right. 

‘ I received yesterday an account from Serradilla on the 
Tagus, that the French had ordered t rations for 15,000 men 
at Plasencia on the 15th. 

* There is certainly no want of food at Ciudad Rodrigo. I 
fear there is much more food that) the garrison and inhabitants 
can consume. They had provisions for foriy days for ,£hg 
whole population when, invested. Tp the last moment the 
markets of the place were well supplied. » Under these circum¬ 
stances, and at this period of the operations, I do not thiyk it 
would be proper to make an attempt to give thejn relief. 

1 From the cumbers which it is now evi’dent we have in 
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UM ,'f U,t from Mbng the attempt at present; 

0 J *ou!d any relief given hereafter have much more 
Jnect, but it would be much more justifiable to incur a risk to 
make the attempt, after the garrison shall have shown their 
determination to*Tesist, by standing a serious attack. We 
must.bowever, look to what, 1 fear, is the more probable event, 
that the place will J>e lost, and that we shall not be able to 
make any attempt to relieve it. • 

* I have occupied Conception with a yew to be enabled to 
relieve Ciudad Rodrigo, and to cover your retreat upon Al¬ 
meida, if you should be obliged to withdraw. At the same 
time that we are prepared for the evacuation and effectual de¬ 
struction of that fort, if we should be obliged to withdraw 
entitely from the frontier. 

‘.From the enemy’s strength in our front, of which we have 
now a positive knowledge, it is almost certain that if you are 
obliged to withdraw from your position at Gallegos, it will be 
useless to hold Conception. All the preparations are made for 
destroying the fort; and 1 write to General Cox to have in 
readiness the means for drawing off the guns and stores from 
that place at a short notice. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Brig. Gen. 11 . Craujurd. ‘ WEllington. 

‘ I enclose a letter foi* the Governor of Ciudad Rodrigo.’- 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Graham. 
«• * 

‘Sir, ‘Cclorico, 19tli June, 1810. 

‘ Since 1 wrote to you on the 11th, f have received your 
letters, Nos. 1.1 and 13, of the 20th and 21st May, one marked 
separate of the 19th May, and one marked separate of the 
22nd May. 

‘ I be£ that you will direct the officer at the head of the 
Commissariat department at Cadiz to malic such advances as 
may think necessary, from time to time, to any of the 
heads of departments or other officers at Cadiz, upon estimates 
to be furnished by sileh officers; and these advance^ will be 
covered by warrants from me, when those, officers shall send m 
their accounts of expenditures. 
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* I request you also to continue to make such temporary 
arrangements as you may think proper for the conduct of* the 
duty of the several departments at Cadi’s. I beg that you will 
detain Major MacGregor Murray, as an Assistant Adjutant 
General at Cadiz, and I shall put him in orders as an Assist¬ 
ant, to do duty at Cadiz, till his Majesty’s ^pleasure shall be 
known. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

• Lieut. General Graham.' ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut.General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Graham. 

‘ Sir, ' Celorieo, 19th June, 1810. 

1 enclose a letter rrom Lieut. Colonel Beckwith regarding 
the allowed practice in the 95th, respecting the appointments 
of staff to detachments from that corps employed on service; 
and I request you to allow of the employment and payment 
of staff accordingly, to the detachments of thfe battalions of 
the 95th, at Cadiz. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Lieut. General Graham.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to J. Murray, Esq., 
Commissary General. 

‘ Mv dear Sir, * ‘ Celorieo, 19th June 1810. 

‘ 1 have received yoyr letter of the 16th, and I am happy 
to find that you are sensible that 1 have always done every 
thing in my power to support and aid your exertions, and to 
facilitate, as far as was in my power, the performance of the 
arduous duties of yofir situation. 

4 Notwithstanding the various difficulties with which you 
have had to contend, of the nature of which those can have 
no idea who have no experience of the difficulty of supplying 
an army in a country but ill provided with food; in which the 
roads and communications are bad; and the means of conv^y.- 
ance.bad of their kind,.skw in their rpotions, anil difficult to 
be procured, you have been very successful, as the state’of the 
army, at* the present moment in all its branches, showsanti 
this effect could not have "been produced without great and 
well directed exertion and arrangement bv yourself* 
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‘ It was impossible for me to resist a'compliance with the 
desire which I was sensible you must have felt even when you 
arrived iri this country, to be relieved from your situation ; 
notwithstanding that I was convinced that you would bring to 
a close, with advantage, a service the progress of which you had 
conducted with so, much success, and I felt the inconvenience 
which was likely to result from the change at the moment it 
was made. 1 therefore consented to your being relieved; but 
I assure you I regret'the loss of your assistance. With best 
wishes, 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

•J. Murray, Esq.' ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Honorable 
»' Henry Wellesley. 

‘ Mir dear Henry, ‘ * Cclorico, mb June, 1810. 

‘ I received yesterday morning from General Hill your letter 
of the 9th, with its inclosurc, for which I am much obliged to 
you. 

• The abstracts of the dispatches and returns which you 
have sent me are very interesting; but it would be most desir¬ 
able to have the originals, or copies of those relating to the- 
enemy’s corps on this frontier. 

‘ Nothing has occurred of any consequence since I wrote to 
you on the 13th. The-enemy broke ground before Ciudad 
Rodrigo on the 15th, but had not brought up the heavy 
ordnance. I have a letter from the Governor, of the 13th, in 
which he holds stout language. 

‘ General Mahy moved upon Leon from Villa Franca, twice 
between the 4th and 9th instant, and I LelleVe obtained pos¬ 
session of tha‘t city: but the enemy attacked his advanced 
guard from Astorga; and he was consequently obliged to 
retire. They had before dispersed Echevarria’e small corps 
which had long been at Alcaf.izas, - by an attack by surprise 
on the night of t*he 7th. Since they heard of Mahy’s move¬ 
ments, they have reinforced Astorga with cavalry and infantry; 
of the-latter, it is said, 10,000 men; and they have either 
been alarmed by Mahy’? movements, or they have resumed 
their plan of attacking us by our left, as well as by our centre 
and right, since they have been joined by the several reinforce- 
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(nents, whose marches reported in the several letters of which 
you have sent me the abstracts. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 

* The Rt.Hon. H. Wellesley.' ‘Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. ’ 

• My Lord, ‘ Celorico, 19th June, i8io. 

‘ I inclose a lettty from Marshal Beresford of the 14th 
instant, regarding the accounts of the Loyal Lusitanian Legion. 

‘Although his Majesty’s Government engaged to pay a cer¬ 
tain sum for 20,00® Portuguese troops to the 31 st December, 
1809, and the Portuguese Government had actually in their 
service a larger number than 20,000 men, the regiments wjiich 
were returned by Marshal Beresford to the late Minister, M 1 '- 
Villicrs, as the subsidised, troops, not having been complete, 
and not having amounted to the number his Miljesty engaged 
to pay, the Portuguese Government did not receive up to 
the 31st December, 1809, the full amount of the subsidy. 

‘ His Majesty’s Government will have learnt from the King’s 
Minister at Lisbon, the exact amount which they did receive, 
and for what number of men in>each month. 

‘ The Loyal Lusitanian Legion was not among the number 
of the subsidised regiments during the year 1809, for the rea¬ 
son’s stated by Marshal Beresford ; but if this corps had been 
among the subsidised tegiments, it would make no difference 
in the settlement of their regimental accounts, which would 
equally have been settled by the Portuguese authorities. 

‘ All that appears granting to effect this- settlement is regular 
accounts and vouchers on the part of the corps j and it does 
not appear necessary, nor would it fanilitate the settlement, to 
include the corps among the subsidised regiments for the year 
1809. But if the Government should determine*that the 
Lusitanian Legion should be one of the subsjdiscd regiments 
for that year, it will be -necessary to allow to .the Portuguese 
Government the subsidy for that corps for the year 1809, in 
addition,to the sum already paid. Even’in that case I imagine 
that the Portuguese Government will not have received the 
full subsidy for 20,000 men in anyone montfc of 1809. 



PORTUGAL. 


1810 . 


290 

‘ lu lvspcct to the claims of the English officers of tile 
Lusitanian Legion, they are chargeable upon the separate fund 
of £100,000 per annum, of the subsidy allotted to defray the 
expense of all the English officers in the Portuguese army. 
There will be no difficulty in settling these claims, when regular 
accounts and vouchers shall be sent in. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &e. 

• The Earl of Liverpool ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington. K.B., to ftrigadier General 
R. Craufunl. 

• My dear General, ‘ Celorico, 20th June, 1810. 

‘ I have nothing this morning either from Estremadura or 
Tras os Montes of. any importance. There is a report that 
Morticr had moved across the Guadalquivir from Seville. 

‘ I find that there are some thoughts of making a sortie 
from Cadiz, which I think must fail. Whether it fails or 
succeeds, it will affect our situation in this country, I fear, 
injuriously. 

‘ Whatever may be the fate of Ciudad Itodrigo, I think the 
French will soon discover that they have not a force sufficiently 
large to blockade Cadiz, and attack us in Portugal at the same 
time; and if we begin to make sorties from Cadiz, they will 
remove their force from thence to throw it upon this country: 
at the same time that the force at Cadiz, for want of cavalry, 
cannot he of any use to us as an army in the field acting on 
the rear or flanks of the enemy. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd. ‘ Wellington. 

‘ As the Hussars want refitting a little, and it will give 
Colonel Arentschildt an opportunity of bringing the foreigners 
to the rear, I propose to send you two squadrons of the IGth 
Light Dragoons, to relieve two of the Hussars. The 16ih are 
very strong; when I saw them the other day they were 59 file 
a squadron.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.H., to Vice Admir.al the 
Eon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ Sill, ^ ‘ Celorico, 20lh June, 1810. 

* I should be very much obliged'to you if you can make it 
convenient to gi;'e .the late Commissary General of the prmy. 
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Mr. Murray, who ingoing home upon being relieved, a passage 
to England in one of his Majesty’s ships. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

1 Vice Admiral ‘ Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' » 

Lieul. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Graham. 

• SlH, ‘ Celorico, 20th June, 1810. 

‘ I had last night the honor of receiving your letters. The 
proposition contained in my letter of the 13th May, to fix your 
hospital at Ceuta, -»was only for your consideration. You 
must be the best judge of the propriety of adopting the 
measure; and 1 am perfectly satisfied that it should not be 
adopted, if you dd not consider it advisable. 

‘ I have directed Dr. Frank to send to Cadiz all the medi¬ 
cal assistance which can be spared from the service of thisSrmy, 
and the stores which Sir James Fellowcs has required. * 

‘ The case of the bill of the 91th regiment for £1000, is en¬ 
tirely distinct from other transactions of the same kind which 
have come before me; and if Mr. Murray had mentioned it to 
me, I should have authorised him to give cash for the bill at 
par. This bill is drawn by the public otliccr at Jersey, on the 
.Paymaster General, and would be credited, as cash, to the 
Commissary General in his accounts. I shall accordingly give 
directions that the demand of Mr. Dunmore, on the committee 
of Pay mastership of the 94th regiment, should not be enforced. 

‘ 1 hope that my letter to you of the 11th June (market! A), 
respecting ‘the hospitals of the Guards, will have induced 
Jlrigadier General Dilkes, to desire that his letter of the 6th 
June to you might not be transmitted to England. 

* I entirely concur in the arrangement* which you have made 
for the working parties on thcjsla, and their payment, as stated 
in your dispatch (No. 16). * 

‘ I conclude that you have reported to the Commander in 
Chief all the appointments wliinh you have made, and I have 
no objection to them till his pleasure shall be»known. 

‘ I slyxll be very much obliged to you, if you will desire 
Mr! O’Meara to send to flic Comnfissary General a. return 
of the .Commissariat establishment at Cadiz, including Mr. 
Horne and Mr. Stoncman? appointed to act as assistant iL’om- 
missaj'ies bv yourself. I have desired Mr. Keilnedy to comply 
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with your requisition for further assistance, if it should be in 
his power; but 1 am apprehensive that he will find it impos¬ 
sible to do so. 

‘ Dr. Frank is at present indisposed, and I cannot refer to 
him Sir James Fellmves’s letter of the 16th May, enclosed in 
your dispatch (No. ( 16) ; but I have no recollection of the de¬ 
tention in Portugal of any gentlemen in the medical depart¬ 
ment destined for the service at Cadiz. 

* I shall write to England for a supply of arms for the 
British troops at Cadiz. r 

‘ € am much obliged to you for the information contained 
in your dispatch (No. 17). My letter of the 11th instant 
(marked B) contains an answer to that part of this dispatch 
which refers to contracts for supplies, and to the payment for 
them by bills on the Treasury. 

‘ There is no intention whatever, here, of sending from hence 
a person to supersede Mr. O'Meara in the charge of the Com¬ 
missariat department at Cadiz, and 1 hope that his appoint¬ 
ment as a Deputy Commissary General will be confirmed by 
the proper authorities in England. It will be impossible for 
the Commissary General to go to Cadiz. 

‘ My letter of yesterday’s date conveyed to you my opinion 
on the reference which you had made to me in your letter > 
(No. 13) of the 22nd May; arid I am concerned to find, by 
your dispatch (No. 18), that it does not agree with the 
decision of the Commander in Chief upon the same subject. 
The decision of the Commander in Chief, till altered upon a 
further representation of the case, must he considered final; 
but generally, it would be desirable that those points which 
you refer to me for an opinion should not be referred to the 
authorities in England; unless my opinion should not be satis¬ 
factory. With' the best intentions on my part to decide on 
every point according to the regulations of the service, and 
the wishes „of the Commander in Chief, I may, a,s. in the case 
of the staff of the 95th regimen'., differ, from him, and this dif¬ 
ference will only embarrass you. 

‘ I beg that you will send Major General Stewart to Portu¬ 
gal when you think proper. 

' ‘ I think it probable, fr<jm the opinion which .vour dispatch 

(No. $0) contains of the intended operation proposed to you 
by General Blake, 'that you will have exerted your influence 
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to prevent its adoption, and I have no hesitation in giving my 
opinion of it. I have no doubt whatever that the enejny’s 
force in front of Cadiz is much under-rated. When the 
French passed the Sierra Morena in January, the? corps now 
before Cadiz (the 1st, or Victor’s) was stated to be from 20,000 
to 25,000 men ; and I should think that ij consisted of that 
number. I have a return of it of April, 1809, which makes it 
43,000 rank and file, including sick: it was in the battle of 
Talavera where its loss was great, but it* is not probable that 
it consists of fewer Ynen now, than it did when it passed the 
Sierra. The reserve also was at Cadiz, but that corps has, 

I believe, returned to Madrid with the King. 

* However, taking the strength of the enemy before Cadiz, 
according to the accounts of deserters, as stated in General 
Blake’s paper, it must be observed, that this general attack 
upon them will be made by a smaller body than that which it 
is supposed he has, according to this account, after making 
allowance for the guards to be left on the Isla, and for the 
reserve. 

‘ The success, in this view of the case, is not promising. 
But there is another view of the case in which, whether suc¬ 
cessful or otherwise, the operation appears to be but little de¬ 
sirable. Mr. Wellesley will have informed you of the immense 
preparations which the enemy is making, and of the force which 
lie is collecting to attack us in this country, to which object 
it .would appear that every other has for the present been 
sacrificed. 

‘ Notwithstanding all that has been done, the enemy has 
not yet collected a sufficient force for his purpose. ,He may 
be able to take Ciudad Rodrigo, but I doubt the sufficiency 
of his force to obii^s the British grmy'to evacuate the Pen¬ 
insula. On the other hand, \t is probable, frotn all accounts 
that have been received, that unless’ reinforced very largely, 
the French*,army in Andalusia will be in a dangerous 
situation. • . » 

‘ If these facts are applied to this intended operation, it 
will appear, that whether'successful or otherwise, it will pro¬ 
bably have the effect of increasing deforce to be employed 
against vs. If,it should be successful, the force now employed . 
in the useless blockade of Cadiz will be thrown upoft our 
right.through Estremadura. The French will tevacuate Anda- 
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lusia probably, and bold the left of their army in the Sierra 
Morcna, covering their operations upon us. But the raising 
the siege or blockade of Cadiz, which would set at liberty 
a certain force of the allies now in garrison, would not give us 
the advantage of thfi operations of this force, as an army in the 
field, on account o f the total want of cavalry, and deficiency 
of field artillery ; and I much doubt whether the force could 
leave Cadiz at all, until I could reinforce them with cavalry. 

‘ The failure of the*' operation might, according to the cir¬ 
cumstances attending it, either endanger the safety of the 
place itself, from the loss sustained, and th8 want of confidence 
which it would create, or it might produce the same conse¬ 
quences as its success. 

‘ The French officers, who are by no means satisfied with 
their situation in Andalusia, would probably call out for rein¬ 
forcements, when they should find that the allies had begun 
to make sorties from Cadiz, and the danger to which the 
French force ir that quarter would be exposed would pro¬ 
bably occasion its being withdrawn, owing to the difficulty, or 
rather impossibility, of reinforcing it, and of carrying on, at 
the same time, the other, and, at this moment, evidently more 
favorite operation. 

‘ In every view, therefore, the operation proposed by * 
General Blake appears to me likely to be injurious to the 
general cause. I can easily conceive the difficulty under which 
you labor in opposing yodrself to the execution of this, or any 
similar project; but 1 would suggest to you to make use, upon 
any similar occasion, of the 4th article of the conditions on 
which 1 consented to detach any troo'ps to Cadiz. This will 
relieve you from all difficulties, which you might otherwise 
feel, in discussing with General Blake the’merits of the plan 
which he might propose. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Graham.' ‘ WIslington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to the Right Hon. 

Henry Wellesley. 

' My dkar Henry, ‘ Celorieo, 20th June, 1810. 

‘ 1 have received your letters of the 9th, which you sent by 
sea. 1 think yeti are mistaken respecting the additional, sup- 
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plies of money to be procured at Cadiz for bills upon Eugland ; 
and that the increase of the rate of exchange, whiclqjwould be 
the infallible result of the employment of any other person to 
negotiate our bills besides Mr. Duff, Would not, after the first 
month or two, produce any increase of supply. The exchange 
at Lisbon is, at this moment, 20 per cent, loss; that at Cadiz 
nearly at par ; it is not to be believed that but of such a profit 
as 20 per cent, to the purchaser of a bill, the holder of*cash at 
Cadiz could not continue to defray the expense of smuggling, 
and risk to export-anoney from Cadiz to Lisbon, and purchase 
bills at the latter pl^ee. Indeed we know that they do export 
specie from Cadiz to Lisbon; the last vessel which brought 
money on account of Government, brought a similar sum for 
individuals. The rise of the exchange,’therefore, at Cadiz, 
which would increase the sums to be procured for bills at that 
place, would probably diminish the sum to be procured for 
bills at Lisbon. . 

‘ It is difficult to form an opinion upon this subject by any 
local or partial view of it; and I must say that the merchants 
and others at Cadiz, whose opinions a person would take on 
inquiry into it, would invariably give opinions against Duff’s 
monopoly, and his system of keeping down the rate of ex¬ 
change. 

‘ By employing another or»other persons to negotiate our 
bills upon the Treasury they would share in Duff’s profits, 
and all money holders at Cadiz woujd gain by the increase of 
tile rate of exchange. At Lisbon, where we have the moans 
of employing so marly people, we find it advantageous to em¬ 
ploy only one broker; and 1 have never known an instance of 
our going more at large upon the market that the exchange 
has not been raised,; and when once raised it does not fall. 

‘ I have written to General Graham my opinion of the pro¬ 
posed operations. < 

* There is a very general report of peace throughout Spain, 
and even in’ the French armies, taken, I supposJ, from the 
foreign journals; and the notion of the arrangement respect¬ 
ing Ferdinand is probably taken from the expressions in Fer¬ 
dinand's 1 own letter to Bsnaparte on Kolli’s business. I do 
not believe there is.any negotiation for jieace. I am convinced, 
however, that'Bonapartc vjould be hftppy to make any arrange¬ 
ment which would tranquillize Spain, and ^yoqld not throw the 
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power of the government wholly into our hands. I believe 
there was something in Kolli’s story. 

‘ I beg that you will tell the Regency that I have not lost 
sight of Ckidad Rodrigo, and that I shall do every thing in 
my power to relieve that place. After making every allow¬ 
ance however for detachments to the north, and one, of which 
I received intelligence yesterday, to Plasencia, the enemy can¬ 
not hate less than 50,000 men in my front, of which number 
from 6000 to 8000 aiie cavalry. I must leave the mountains 
and cross the plains to relieve Ciudad Rodligo, as well as two 
rivers, to raise the siege. To do this,*including Carrera’s 
Spanish division, I have about 33,000 men, of which 3000 
are cavalry. Included are 14,000 or 15,000 Portuguese and 
Spaniards, which troops, to say the best of them, are of a 
doubtful description. Is it right, under^ these circumstances, 
to rit.k a general action to relieve or to raise the siege of 
Ciudad Rodrigo ? I should think not. To this add that 
there is nothing to relieve the place excepting the stores belong¬ 
ing to this army. However, I do not give the matter up; if 
they hold out like men they are worth saving, and I will incur 
a risk to save them. In the mean time they do not want stores 
or provisions. They have of the latter enough for a month to 
come, and plenty of the former, and there is time to try them.. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 

• The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley.' ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.li., to C. Stuqrt, Esq. 

1 My dear Sir, ‘ Cclorico, 20th June, 1810. 

‘ I rechived last night your letter of the 16th. It is no 
trouble to have the reports translated for .Horn M. de Forjaz. 
They are the same that, go to the Secretary of State. 

‘ I am surprized at the, doubts about prosecuting the^Mar¬ 
quis d’Alorna. I thought the crime of being a French partizan 
was the orifly one now punished in Portugal, 'the Marquis 
d’Alorna is however a fidalgo of high degree, connected with 
all the great families in the country; and the same circum¬ 
stances which have occasioned impunity in so many’other'in¬ 
stances of other offences! are the cause of his, safety. I consider 
the prosecution of the Marquis diAlorna, however, to be a 
matter purely dqpiestic, as long as he stays away ; and probably. 



1810 . 


CELORICO. 


207 


it may be deemed a question in which the Regent and the 
members are so much interested personally, that it is not pro¬ 
per for us to interfere in it at all. s 

‘ I have written to Dom M. de Fotjaz upon the police and 
other matters. I wish Dom M. de Forjaz had mentioned in 
what instances irregular applications for means of conveyance 
had been made. The Commissary General declares that he 
makes them invariably to the Corregidor of Viseu, according 
to the regulation of the Portuguese Government; but this is 
one of the tricks weou raged by the Government. The magi¬ 
strates, when accused, accuse the British commissaries; the 
accusation is scarcely ever made specific, is never substantiated, 
but still it serves for an excuse in argument. It would l>e 
much better that* Dom M. dc Forjaz sluAild not interfere by 
placing the carriages at stages as he proposes. Really the 
difficulty is ridiculous; there are 40,000 carriages in this pro¬ 
vince. The consumption of the army in this quarter may be 
100,000 pounds a day, including Portuguese; each carriage 
carries 600 pounds, and we are at the utmost four days from the 
navigation ; this would not require many carriages. If there 
was any authority in the country, we ought to be better sup-. 
plied than any army in the world. 

’ ‘ Believe me, &c. 

' C. Stuart, Esq. * ‘Wellington. 

‘ I return you the telegraph. With the greatest difficulty 
we have discovered it, but it is very'intricate and very imper¬ 
fect, and no caba in Portugal will understand it I sent it to 
Beresford to beg he would look at it, and he found it so intri¬ 
cate that he tells me, in hnswer, that he could not understand 
it without the key. Observe that what is called the key is in 
the first page. W<? must have something more simple than 
this, or the whole expense wiM be useless. But if Government 
are determined to persevere with this code, let me have back 
the enclosed*.* 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to thi Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ Mv Lord, » Celorico, 20th June, 18X0. 

‘ Tlie enemy broke ground befoae Ciudad Rodrigo on Ihe 
15th, and have continued working ever since. They had not, 
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however, brought up the heavy ordnance for the siege yes¬ 
terday. 

‘ I have had a letter from the Governor, of the 13th, in 
which he declares his intention to continue to hold out; and 
expresses his confidence in the hope that we shall assist him. 
He complains that, owing to the destruction of the mills, he 
had been obliged already to commence the delivery of biscuit 
to the garrison ; but, from the state of the magazines when the 
place was completely invested, I have no doubt that he has 
still provisions for thirty days. { 

‘ The enemy has collected a very large force for this enter¬ 
prise; and 1 have heard of the arrival of reinforcements in 
Castille from the northern frontiers. Unless therefore he should 
be induced to weaken his army for the siege, by detachments 
in consequence of diversions made by guerillas and others 
in different parts, I apprehend that any attempt which I should 
makg to relieve the place, or to raise the siege, would fail, and 
might be attended by fatal consequences to the general cause. 
The army is. however, in a situation to be able to effect this 
operation if it should be advisable to attempt it; and I shall 
not give up all thoughts of it till the last moment. 

• Before General Mahy had received the letter which 1 in¬ 
formed your Lordship, on the 6th June, that I had written to 
him, to urge him to make a diversion on the side of Astorga, 
he had moved upon Leon, on the 4th, from Villa Franca; and 
he repeated this operation again between the 7th and 9th. 

‘ The enemy, however, attacked his advanced guard from 
Astorga, and obliged him to withdraw Iris troops from Leon. 

‘ These movements of General Mahy have induced the 
enemy to'detach a considerable corps of cavalry and infantry 
to Astorga, which is, J understand, comnjagded by General 
Kellerman; or. the arrival of the reinforcements in Castille 
may have induced Masgena to resume his projects upon 
Galicia, which he had appeared to abandon when he first 
assumed tKc command ; and the heavy ordnance for the siege 
of Ciudad Rodrigo was moved from Salamanca. 

‘ ‘ A considerable division of troops has likewise been moved 
towards Plasencia, and w,as in Baiips and the neighbourhood, 
by the last accounts. 

‘ The war of the guerillas is carried on with‘-great activity 
throughout Castille. 



1810 . 


CELORICO. 


209 


'The enemy has made no movement, of importance in. 
Estremadura since I addressed your Lordship last. His ( force 
is collected in the neighbourhood of Merida, on both sides of 
the Guadiana; and the troops of the* allies are in the same 
situations as before. 

‘ My last accounts from Cadiz are of the^9th, when nothing 
extraordinary had occurred. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ W Ellington. 

Lieut. General Viscofant Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

* My Lord, , ‘ Olilorico, 20th June, 1810. 

* I inclose a letter and its inclosure, which I have received 
from Marshal Beresford, complaining of certain pouches ^lately 
sent out from England for the use of the Portuguese troops, 
and recommending that some person should be appointed to 
survey the supplies of this description sent to Portugal, who 
should be responsible for them. 

* I heartily concur in this recommendation. It is shameful 

to see the manner in which Government have been served by 
the Contractors employed to supply the Portuguese army. 
Not only the pouches and elothjng are as reported by Marshal 
Beresford, but I have lately had occasion to observe that the 
knapsacks recently sent out are of such bad quality, as to 
bo almost useless. '* 

, ‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

• The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viseoynt Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

t » 

‘ My Lord, * ‘ Celorico, 20th June, 1810. 

‘*1 have (eceived a letter from Lieut. General (yraham, in 
which he states tljat arn\s are wanting for the British troops at 
Cadiz; and I beg leave to request that a proportion may be 
sent there from England. ’ * 

* * I Save the horror to be, See. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ Wellington.’ 
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Lie fit. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

* My dear Hill, ' Celorico, 21st June, 1810. 

‘ I belief that Liefit. Colonel Grant writes to you; but, 
lest lie should not,«l mention to you that in a letter which he 
wrote me on the lJ7th, from Serradilla, he tells me that he had 
heard that 4000 men had passed the bridge of Arzobispo on 
the 13tli. In a postscript he says that he had just heard from 
Talavcra of the 15tk, that 7000 men of the enemy’s troops 
had entered Truxillo that day, supposed t6 be from Merida. 
He believed they were from Arzobispo. ( do not think they 
could reach Truxillo from Arzobispo between the 13th and 
15th, nor could they hear at Talavera on the same day of the 
arrival of troops at Truxillo; Talavera being 12 or 14 leagues 
from Truxillo. However, all this is deserving of attention. 

5 ” ‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill.' " ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
It Crau/urd. 

* My dear General, * Celorico, 21st June, 1810. 

' I have received your letter of yesterday evening. I think 
you had better not attempt t<S send in my letter to Ciudad 
Rodrigo. 

‘I have received some,more letters intercepted in La Man¬ 
cha. The French appear to have a very extravagant notion 
of the strength of Ciudad Rodrigo; they say it-is well pre¬ 
pared for defence, and will hold out ,for twenty days after they 
shall have opened a breach. However, I believe you are right 
in your conjecture, aed I,should not be surprised if the silence 
of yesterday v.as to treat for surrender. 

‘ These letters talk of further reinforcements, particularly 
of the arrival of above 7000 Imperial Guards at Burgos. * 

‘1 had also in the night ai\ account from Serradilla of the 
18th, stating that a division of 7000 men was at Truxillo on 
the 15th. It is stated that this division had retired from 
Merida, byt if it be trCte that it \vas a’t Truxillo, as stated, it 
n?ust bea division which is stated to have.passed at Arzobispo 
on the 13th. I have a better from<Hill, however, of the 18th, 
who does not appear to know of the march of this division. 
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‘ These intercepted letters talk of the siege of Badajoz’after 
that of Ciudad Rodrigo, and express an expectation, founded 
on the existence of a French party in^the town, that Badajoz 
will not hold out. 

* Believe me, See. 

‘ Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B.^to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 

‘ My dear Genera*., ‘ Celorico, 22nd June, 1810. 

‘ The accounts which I received from Badajoz this morn¬ 
ing, of the 18th, give some reason to believe that the enemy 
intend to evacuate* Estremadura. They fiave destroyed their 
works in the Conventual of Merida; and about 1500 men had 
marched fer Truxilio. This account appears to be in ’some 
degree confirmed by that which I received yesterday front 
Serradilla, of the arrival of 7000 men at Truxilio, although 
that account was not very consistent in itself, and does not 
agree exactly with that which 1 have received from Badajoz. 

4 It is not improbable that Massena wishes to concen¬ 
trate his troops on this side of the Tagus; but we can do 
so likewise; and Hill has instructions applicable to this 
movement. ‘ 

‘ I enclose a memorandum of the movement which I wish 
you to make in case of the surrender of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
which I consider not an improbable event. 

4 Carrerat is now in operation with us, and cannot be better 
employed than he is with your advanced guard ; hut what 
will he do in case the enemy should succeed in taking Ciudad 
Rodrigo ? Does he# propose to continue’in operation with the 
British army, or to join the Sjpanish army, calk'd of the left ? 
J mean that of the Marquis de la Rofnana. If he should con- 
tinife in operation with us, I should wish him to continue with 
your advanced gujtrd. 

Believe me, &c.* 

'Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd / ‘‘Wellington. 

‘ I haVe jus^ received your letter of the 21st. Adverting lo 
the great superiority of tl*e enemy’s numbers, I am not de¬ 
sirous that yo^ should risk an attack by a superior fcyce fo 
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you and Carrera. When they attack you in front (if they 
should attack you), they will certainly turn you by your 
left. 

' I am sorry to tell you that 1 have just heard that Mr. Wind¬ 
ham is dead. Lord Milton moved for a new writ for Higham 
Ferrers.’ 

Memorandum for Major General Pictnn and Brigadier General 
t R. Craufurd. 

‘ Celcffico. 22nd June, 1810. 

* In the event of the surrender of Ciudad Rodrigo, I am 
desirous that Brig. General Craufurd should retire with his 
advanced guard upon La Conception. On his arrival there, 
that fort is to be evacuated by the troops of the 3rd division 
who are to march to the stations Major General Picton will 
allot for them, in the cantonments of the 3rd division; and the 
gunst ordnance, and provision store in Fort Conception are to be 
sent back to Almeida, according to the arrangements already 
made for that purpose. 

‘ The Portuguese] six pounder brigade, now in Almeida, is 
then to join the 3rd division^ 

* The officer commanding at Fort Conception is to point out 
to Brig. General Craufurd all the arrangements which lie shall 
have made for the destruction of Fort Conception. 

‘ Brigadier General Craufurd will keep his advanced guard 
in front of Almeida, till threatened by an attack by a superior 
force, and when he retires from Fort Conception, he will blow 
up that fort.- 

‘Wellington.’ 

Lieut. General Vidbount Wellington, K.B^to rice Admiral 
• the Hon. G. Berkeley, K.B. 

i 

• My dear Sir, ' ‘ Celorico, 22nd June, 1810. 

. ‘ I hav« received your letter of the 17th instajV:, and I con¬ 
cur entirely with you in thinking that it is desirable that the 
squadron in the Tagus, alone, should be employed in the trans¬ 
port of our money from Gibraltar and Cadiz. , 

* I write by this opportunity to *Mr. Duff, who is our agent 
at"Cadiz, to desire that the money may be invariably* sent on 
board the vessels which you will send for it; and I shall be 
vqry pjuch obliged to you if you will fix the days on jriiich 
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those vessels shall sail, whether once a week, or once a fort¬ 
night, from Lisbon, and desire your secretary to let Mr, Duff 
know the days on which you will fix. It would also be desir¬ 
able that I should know the days, \hat 1 might take that 
opportunity of writing. • 

' If, upon the arrival of the vessel £rom the Tagus at 
Cadiz, there should be no money ready, she might go on to 
Gibraltar, and return to Cadiz, and remain there till a sum 
should be ready, or till the vessel of tho following week should 
arrive. * 

* I suggest this arrangement for your consideration ; and I 
write by this post to Mr. Duff, and our Agent at Gibraltar 
shall be written to as soon as I shall hear from you that you 
have made this or any arrangement to send a vessel there. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ‘ Wis l. l i n of on . 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

* My dear Sir, ‘ Cclorico, 22nd June, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letters of the 18th: my brother 
mentioned to me his wish that we should send to Cadiz a 
person of the description referred to in his letter to you ; but 
1 acknowledge that I differ with him in opinion respecting the 
utility of such an arrangement. I am convinced that the only 
consequence will be to render moite unfavorable the rate of 
exchange for our bills at Cadiz; and that we shall make no 
permanent, increase of our funds received from Cadiz by these 
means. I have communicated this opinion to my brother, but 
I have desired Duff to spare no pains to increase his remit¬ 
tances. ’ 

‘ I have also settled that*the vessels sent From the Tagus 
shgll bring the money from Cadiz. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut.,,General Viscount Wellington, K.U., to Brigadier General 
' * 3- Craufurd. 

% 

‘ My ftKAR GjENKrtAL, , ‘ Celorico, 24th June, 1S10.. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 23rd instant. The in¬ 
struction which I sent you on the 22nd wa\ to provide for 



PORTUGAL. 


1810. 


214 

a particular event, viz., the surrender of Ciudad Rodrigo. 
As sown as this should happen, it was obvious that the enemy 
would have his whole force disposable, and I should find it 
difficult, if hot impossible, to cover the evacuation of Fort 
Conception, excepting in the manner stated in that instruc¬ 
tion. 

‘ The instruction of the 28th May goes to provide for a 
different event, viz , the passage of the Agueda by the enemy 
in superior force to you, during the continuance of the siege 
of Ciudad Rodrigo. In that case I should‘have no difficulty 
in keeping up the communication with Fort Conception, as 
long as I might think proper, and at last 1 should be able to 
evacuate the fort. 

‘ According to this interpretation of the instructions, you 
will see that, if attacked during the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo, 

I wisfi fhat you should retire upon Fort Conception and 
Alme'ida if possible; but of coilrse that must depend upon 
the enemy’s movements upon your left; but that as soon as 
Ciudad Rodrigo surrenders, you should withdraw upon Fort 
Conception, for which 1 conclude you will have time. 

‘ My object is to be able to continue in our present situation 
as long as possible, both to encourage a continued resistance 
at Ciudad Itodrigo, and to be able to relieve the place, if it 
should be advisable to attempt'it, in consequence of any alte¬ 
ration in the enemy’s force. This does not appear to be a 
very probable event at present, and ought not to be provided 
for according to the common rules of prudence at any con¬ 
siderable risk; and there is a case not provided for in either 
of the memorandums of instruction, viz., the surrender of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, and the passage of the lower Agueda by the 
enemy in force at the same moment. * ’ 

‘ In that case I should wish,you to retire as directed by 
the memorandum of the 28th*May; and 1 should wish you 
to send directions to the commanding officer a,t Conception 
to evacuate that fort, and blow it. up, and retire upon 
Almeida. 

‘ In order to be nearer the scene of action at this critical 
movement, and not to .throw upon'’ others more responsibility 
thdn belongs to them, I projiose to move the military branch 
of head quarters to Almeida to-morrow. I think it may Iks 
expedient immediately to diminish our equipment at ,Fort 
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Conception, so as to render the evacuation of that fort more 
easy, upon which I shall decide to-morrow morning wljen I 
shall arrive at Almeida. 

. ' Regnier moved from Merida on the’SOth to pate the Tagus 
at Alraaraz, and Hill is about to cross at 'Viilla Vcllia. 

‘ Silveira tells me that the enemy have again diminished 
their force north of the Duero. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ Mr dear Hill, ‘ Celorico, 24th June, 1810. 

‘ I conclude tlkftt you will have moved across the Tagus, 
and I shall immediately send you information and instructions 
respecting your position, &c. You must draw your supplies 
from Abrantes. , 

‘ I rather Relieve you will find your cavalry too numerous 
in the hills, and it may be advisable to keep io on your right 
in the Alentejo. However upon that point I shall instruct 
you. 

‘ Establish a daily post with Abrantes. 1 shall order a 
daily post to be established immediately between this and 
Castello Branco; and, in the mean time, I desire General Slade, 
who has his cavalry at Belmonte, to put letter parties on the 
road, letting you know where they are. One of them will 
deliver a duplicate of this letter. 

. * Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill.’ ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. Generdt yisoount Wellington, K.%, to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. » 

‘ My dear Sir, * ' ‘ Celorico, 24th June, 1810. 

• I have received your letter of the 20th, and I,am much 
obliged to you fqr the readiness which you express to give us 
assistance. In respect to the yard, if the 'gentlemen of the 
navy will undertake to ihanage it for us, I‘have no objection 
to the yard being placed across the mpst, or in any otjier way 
they plfease; but if we unlearned a$e to have any thing to»do 
with it, I should wish to "have only one arm to the yard, and 
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I should think that if the yard were supported by means of 
two «large sized blocks, thus: 



Js_ • 

i i i i i 

« • • • • 

1 2 3 4 5 


there would * be no difficulty in discovering the numbers in¬ 
tended. No. 2 would be under the block nearest the mast; 
No. 3 between the two blocks; No. 4 under the block most 
distant from the mdst. However, upon all ‘this you must be 
the best judge. I should think the establishment at each 
station ought to consist of the person to be in charge of the 
signals, and one or two men to assist him, to whom more 
would be added from the army when we should occupy the 
position. 

« These officers and men should be paid and treated in 
every respect as parties from the fleet acting on shore, and 
probably you might think it expedient to employ an officer 
to superintend the whole. ' 

• I write to Colonel Fletcher* to request him to let you know 
what number of stations there are, and whefe they are ; and I 
request you will let him know how many officers or men you 
wilbsend to each: he will arrange where they are to reside near 
the signal post, and will desire the Commissary at Lisbon to 
provide for their rations. I also desire Colonel Fletcher to 
point ou\ to you the situation for the gun.boats in the Tagus; 
that is, where our right v^ill be. 

, ‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Vice Admiral ' ‘ Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley: 

•> 

Lieut. General Viscount Weliington, JC.B., to t C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ My dear Sir,* ‘ Celorico, 24th June, 1810. 

‘ I have just deceived your letters of the 20th. ,You may 
depend upon my cordial* concurrence in any measures you may 
adopt for the support ^f Dom M. de Forjaz. I am quite 
convinced that he is the only man in Portugal fit for the situa¬ 
tion which he $ list 
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‘ It is useless to write any thing in answer to the Bishop’s 
nonsense. 1 really do not understand what he means. * 

‘ I shall write to you upon the police wjien I see what Go¬ 
vernment intends to do. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq: \ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Crau/urd. * 

‘ Mv dear General, ‘ Almeida, 4$ pm. ifttU June, 1810. 

‘ I arrived here about two o’clock ; but I have not received 
your letter of this morning, as it was sent to Pinhel to meet 
me, and I did not*come by that road. * 

‘ I have heard of the great explosion this morning, at or in 
the neighbourhood of Ciudad Rodrigo, and am very aqxious 
to hear what it was. , 

‘ Either Komana was misinformed of Regnier’s movement 
of the 20th, or he has adopted a most extraordinary and 
dangerous mode of covering it. He was himself on the 21st 
near Campo Mayor with 4000 infantry, and some cavalry; 
and he had a strong body of cavalry during the whole of that 
day at Badajoz. Either lie does not intend to cross the Tagus, 
or he covers his march by these movements, and he will pass 
these troops by some of the lower ferries. I should believe 
that he did not intend to cross the Tagus, if it was not stated 
pdsitively that he had destroyed the*works of the Conventual 
at Merida.. • 

‘ I have directed the officer commanding at Fort Concep¬ 
tion to evacuate that fort when you shall desire him’to do so, 
removing those equipments which h§ lias, the means of moving, 
and blowing up the rest with the works. If yqu should retire 
upon Fort Conception, and \he blywing up should devolve 
upan you, under the memorandum of the 22nd, l liegj you to 
remove all that there will be means to remove, which I believe 
is every thing, excepting some musket ammunition and pro¬ 
visions. 

‘ Believe»me, &c. 

' Brig. pen. R. Craufyird. ‘ WellinUtojl 

‘ I shall pay you a vis*it to-morrow morning at an early 
hour,; but do not let the expectation of my-^oming prevent 
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you from going out wherever you may have business. I shall 
follow you. 

* 5 p. m. I have just received your letter of this morning.’ 

( 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufard. 

* Mv dear General, * Almeida, 7 p.m. 26th June, 1810. 

‘ I have nothing from General Hill this day ; but I have 
a letter from Badajoz of the 22nd, stating that the enemy had 
retired again. 

‘ I have fold Colonel Sutton Ihat. you would arrange a 
signal with him to let him know when he should evacuate 
Fort Conception, upon your retiring by the other road. 
There is certainly a-•very long tract of open 'Country from your 
piquets to Gallegos, and from Gallegos to Alameda, to the 
river«Dos Casas, and I wish it could be arranged to hold the 
ground on which your piquets arc, and to have your infantry, 
or at least the main body, in the wood in front of Alameda, 
with your cavalry, and one battalion in Gallegos. I wish you 
would turn this disposition over in your ntind, and see whether, 
by means of it, the piquets of infantry in front, which, after 
all, must be supported in their march across the plain to 
Gallegos by the cavalry, would not be as well supported as 
they are by the existing disposition. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brig. Gen. R. Craufard: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington. K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

* Sir, ‘ Almeida, 27th June, 1810. 

• I indose a letter which I have received from Mr. Com¬ 
missary General Kennedy, to which I beg to draw your atten¬ 
tion. I have never heard of the board stationed at Lisbon to 
settle the price of provisions throughout Portugal. If there 
is such a board, its duty is performed but little to the advan¬ 
tage of the public, and the general high price o f provisions is 
a strong practical confirmation of the impoh'ey and uselessness 
of such an establishment. It would be much more desirable 
for the government, to leave the price of provisions to find its 
own level, and to oblige the people to furnish means of con¬ 
veyance for the army fo” payment. The' price of provisions 
would then soon become reasonable in all parts of the country. 

( ‘ Believe me, &c. 

C . Stuart / Esq .' ‘ Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
^Secretary of State. 

• My Lord, ‘ Almiida, 27tbJune, 1810. 

‘ The enemy commenced his fire upon Cjudad Rodrigo on 
the 24th, and it has continued ever since. ^That of the place 
has been well kept up. 

‘ Don Julian Sanchez, who commands a party of cavalry, 
which had been attached to the garrjpon for some time, 
quitted it with hi» party (195 men) without loss, on the 
night of the 22nd, awl brought me a letter from the Governor, 
in which he states his determination, and that of the garrison, 
to hold out to the last. 

* Don Julian states that the garrison had the quantity of 

provisions which I understood they had, and plenty of ammu¬ 
nition. * 

‘ Another person who left the place last night arriveJ at 
our advanced posts, and states that the enemy’s fire had de¬ 
stroyed a great part of the parapet on the side attacked ; that 
the garrison had lost 150 men killed, and 500 wounded ; that 
there was a fire in the town ; and that they were in distress 
for provisions. 1 can give no credit to this last part of the 
report, from the knowledge I have of the state of the provi¬ 
sions in the fort, when it was ’completely invested, and from 
Don Julian Sanchez’s report of their state on the 22nd instant. 
The garrison still kept possession of tfee suburbs. 

‘ It would be very desirable to relieve this place, the loss of 
which will be attended'by many very important consequences. 
Among others, it will facilitate and connect the enemy’s opera¬ 
tions upon this country, in the safety of which his Majesty 
takes so great an interest. . * 

* It is obvious, however, that it would be •impossible to 
relieve, much less raise the siege of Siudad Rodrigo, without 
fighting a gejieral action, with forces which, I have ^reason to 
believe, not from report only, buj from intercepted letters and 
returns, are infinitely superior in number to any that I have 
it in- my^ power to bring'against them. With every desire, 
and *a strong interest lor tlfe preservation of this place, I can¬ 
not conoeive that any view of the interests of the allies cjn 
render it desftahle that I'should incur the risk of a defeat, 
under such circumstances, in attempting to effect its relief; 
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and although I have encouraged the Governor to persevere 
in fas defence, and shall still encourage him to persevere, by 
maintaining a position in the neighbourhood as long as pos¬ 
sible, and Vhus obliging the enemy to keep his force collected 
for the purpose of'this attack, I have repeatedly and invariably 
told the Governor, that the measures which I should adopt, 
when piudad Rodrigo should be in danger, must depend upon 
a larger view of the interests of the allies in the contest, than 
the mere preservation, however important, of that place. 

‘ There had been reports in circulation for some time, of 
the intention of the enemy to evacuate 'Estremadura, and to 
cross the Tagus with the 2nd corps, which has been employed 
in that province hitherto; and the compiunications of the 
Marquis de la ltomana to Lieut. General Hill, of the 20th 
instant, gave reason to believe that this design was about to be 
carried info execution; and that the whole corps had moved 
upon Truxillo and Almaraz. On the 21st, however, they 
made another, movement upon Badajoz and Campo Mayor, 
upon the former on both sides of the Guadiana; and the 
patroles were pushed forward to within one league of Elvas. 
The cattle in the neighbourhood of Badajoz and Campo Mayor 
were driven off; but I understand that the frequent recur¬ 
rence of these patroles to the neighbourhood of these places 
has taught the inhabitants the mode of taking care of their 
cattle; and that their loss upon this occasion has been less 
heavy, notwithstanding that the enemy’s force was greater than 
usual. The enemy retired again to M.erida on the 22nd. 

‘ I moved the head quarters to this place on the 25th in¬ 
stant, ac soon as I heard that the eliemy had concentrated his 
whole force on the north side of the Tagus, in order that I 
might be nearer the scene of operations, 4nd might more easily 
direct the movements of the allied army; but as the enemy 
continues in Estremadura, I shall remove the head quarters 
again tovCelorico, as it is attended witfl inconvdiience to have 
them so far forward. 

‘ The enemy’has drawn again into (Jastille all the infantry 
which had been detached to Zamora, upon General IV(ahy’s 
movements towards Leon. They have still some cavalry in 
that quarter. . ' 

* I have no intelligence from Cadiz of a later date than the 
^th ipstant. 
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• The intelligence which 1 have received from different 
quarters tends to show the continued enmity of the inhabitants 
of the Peninsula towards the French, which breaks out into 
acts of open hostility whenever they are not in strength; and 
there are parties of guerillas in operation i:i every part of the 
Peninsula, from Irun to Cadiz. The intercepted letters from 
French officers, and from the adherents to the cause of the 
enemy in the Peninsula, tend to confirm the truth of this intel¬ 
ligence ; and in many instances the writers express their con¬ 
viction that the French power will never be established in this 
part of the world. 

‘ I have the honor to he, Sec. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut . General Viscount Wellington, K.D ., to the liarl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Almeida, 27th June, 1810. 

‘ In the existing state of Portugal, and adverting to the 
unprovided state of many of the Portuguese magazines, I beg 
leave to recommend that 2000 barrels of powder may be sent 
to the Tagus, in addition to the quantity heretofore sent. 

‘ I Jiave the honor to be, &c. 

' The Earl of Liverpool: _ ‘Wellington. 

IAeut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool. 

■ Secretary of Sidle. 

* My Lord, • ‘ Almeida, 27th June, 1810. 

' I have the honor to enclose a letter and several returns 
from Marshal Beresford, regarding the clothing for the Por¬ 
tuguese army. , # 

‘ The object of the Marshal's proposition is, ijiat the British 
Government should send to Portugal materials for the cloth¬ 
ing of the whole nuonber of the Portuguese infantry, as stated 
in No. 8, instbad of clothing made up for 30,000 iften, being 
the number subsidized Py his ftfajesty. 

* He calculates the expense of the materials, for the differ¬ 
ence of numbers, as equal io that of• making up the clothing 
for 30,Q00 men. 

I have the h'onor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool.' Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Crau/urd. 

1 Mv dear General, ‘ Almeida, 28tliJune, 1810. 

• My letters frdm Estremadura state that the enemy had 
retired on the 22n<i to Merida; and it does not appear that 
they intend, at least at present, to cross the Tagus. 

‘ Silveira tells me that there was still a small body of infantry 
and cafvalry at Zamora. 

‘ Your situation gives me a great deal of uneasiness; and 
it appears that, if the enemy should make their preparations to 
attack you before daylight in the morning, and should make 
the attack at daylight, you would find it very difficult to with¬ 
draw your corps. It is certainly very desirable that we should 
maintain our position, as long as may be possible, but we must 
not risk such a loss as your corps would be. I have no appre¬ 
hensions for the day or the night, but I am uneasy respecting 
the (time which intervenes between the night and broad day¬ 
light. I think that if your division was halted in the woods 
between Gallegos and Alameda, having one battalion and the 
cavalry and three pieces of artillery at Gallegos, and the 
piquets in their present situation, all would be safe. The 
piquets of infantry should withdraw to Gallegos at night, two 
or three hours after dark, and rcsun'ie their situation after day¬ 
light in the morning. 

* 4 1 have just received your letter of this morning. You 
propose exactly what I j'ccommend in the beginning of this 
letter, viz., to show the infantry piquets on the heights in 
front of Gallegos, or in their present situation, and withdraw 
them at night. If you put them .out, you must keep a bat¬ 
talion in Gallegos in the daytime to support them. Indeed, 
in the day time, 1 do not tmnk there is« any danger for any 
thing. At night the battalion^and piquets might go back to 
the woods, or remain at* Gallegos, as you might think best. 
I conceive, however, that at present it would be.in no danger 
at Gallegos, and to leave it t,here wquld be less harassing to 
the troops. I Ivpg you to make your arrangements accord¬ 
ingly for to-morrow morning. 

‘ I have heard from'- that the enemy had stiown 

themselves again upon*the Douro, opposite Freixo d'Espada- 
cinta. They ordered rations for 8000 men for'this day. 

. 4 Believe me, &c. ( 

‘ Brig.' Gen. J '.. Craufurd: 4 Vi ellinuton. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to the Right Hon. 

Henry Wellesley. 

* My dear Henry, ‘ Almsida, 28 tfy June, 1810 . 

* 1 have received your letter of the 19jh, and I am much 
obliged to you for the pains which you have taken respecting our 
money concerns. I wait for your answer to my last letter, to 
determine whether or not I shall give Duff further assistance 
in procuring money ; but I am still of ^pinion that we shall 
do best to leave the, whole concern in his hands. 

‘ The force in oiy front is certainly enormous ; and I only 
lament that it is impossible for me to relieve the brave gar¬ 
rison of Ciudad Rodrigo. The enemy broke ground on the 
15th, and opened their fire upon the place* on the 24th, which 
they have continued ever since. The garrison still keep up a 
vigorous fire. The town was in flames in two places th? day 
before yesterday, when 1 was at our advanced posts, which are 
in sight of it. 

* Don Julian Sanchez, a guerilla, who had bfcen attached to 
the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo, left the place on the night of 
the 22nd, and made his way to our outposts with his party, 
with the loss only of one horse. He says that he brought 
with him 195; he brought in reality about 90. He says that 
the place was supplied with provisions for at least a month, 
and with plenty of ammunition. 

* The Governor sent out a man op the night of the 26th. 
He said that they had lost 150 killed, and 500 wounded. 
This I do not believe* The town was in good spirits; but 
he said that they wanted provisions, which cannot be true. 

‘ The Marquis de la Romana wrote to General Hill on the 
20th, that Regnier • was about to crossf the Tagus, which 
report was likely to be true^ from former communications 
which we had had to the same purport. In expectation of 
this ‘movemejit, Hill had been instructed to cross the Tagus 
also, and to keep himself in Regqier’s front; and 1 then moved 
my head quarters* to this place to be nearer, the enemy, and 
more at hand to direct the operations. On the 21st, how¬ 
ever,* Regnier made on£ of j>is patrolcS to Badajofc anti Campo 
Mayor, .and he returned to Merida on the 22nd. I shall, 
therefore, remove my headaquarters again to the rear. Hill 
had not moved, as Regnier retains his position. 
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‘ I hear this morning, that the enemy are threatening to 
. cross the Duero into Tras os Montes, between the Tormes 
and the Agueda, upon our left, which is another reason for 
taking back my h£ad Quarters. 

‘ I am glad tqfind that the great plan of attack at Cadiz 
upon the enemy’s lines is relinquished; it would have un¬ 
doubtedly failed. It would be a great object, however, if you 
could "seize the Trocadero. 

‘ Send me the originals or copies of as much intercepted 
correspondence as you can get. I know so much of the 
French, that every letter is useful, and throws some light 
upon what is going on. Any return is desirable, particularly 
that of Junot’s corps. 

*' Ever yours, most affectionately, 

« The Right Hon. H. Wellesley ‘ WELLINGTON, 
c 

tl Memorandum for the Jith Light Dragoons. 

‘ Almeida, 29th June, 1810. 

‘ The objedt in placing the 14th light dragoons at Val de 
la Mula, &c , is to keep open the communication between 
Fort Conception and Almeida, and to assist and protect the 
retreat of the garrison to Almeida, under the orders which 
Colonel Sutton has received. 

‘ The officer commanding the 14th light dragoons will com¬ 
municate with Colonel Sutton on this point. When the gar¬ 
rison shall have retired, to Almeida, the 14th light dragoons 
are to cross the Coa by the bridge of Almeida, and to march 
upon Freixedas. 

• If General Craufurd should mpve the advanced guard to 
Fort Conception, the officer commanding the 14th light dra¬ 
goons is to put himself under his comma* d.» 

‘ Wellington.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to Brigadier General 
* R. Craufurd. 1 * 

* My dear General, * ‘ Almeida, 29th June, 1810. 

* 1 received last night from Stewart, the letter which you 
wrote to me. I did Rot answer it then, as^ upon‘the vthole, 
I, prefer the mode df occupying the ground which I had 
proposed to you. If you were to march frolo the wood to 
Gallegos every njorning after daylight, the enemy from the 
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heights of Marialva (from whence I understood from you that 
they could see all that passed in the plain of Gallegos) would 
see you; and they must then prepare tp attack, or at all 
events, make a reconnoissance with a large body; either would 
oblige you to retire, which is what we wish*to avoid. 

‘ They may know the state of things at Gallegos under the 
arrangement I proposed, but I do not think it so certain as 
under the other. 

* I have ordered the 14th light, dragoons to Val de li'Mula 

and Aldea del Obftepo, with a view to protect the retreat of 
the garrison of La Conception. ■ I enclose the instructions which 
the officer commanding this regiment has. He is now at 
Conception. . 

4 I have said nothing about the relief of your posts of 
hussars on the .lower Agueda; because I think the duty of 
them will be much better done by the hussars, than by any 
other of the troops. * * 

* I have received your letter of this morning* I shall move 
the head quarters to Alverca to-morrow morning. There is 
nothing new this day from any quarter. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Brig. Gen. R. Craufard: * Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 

4 My dear General, * Alveroa, 1st July, 1810. 

‘.I have at last received the returnTof Junot’s corps, which 
makes it 25,900 effectives, of which 5000 are cavalry. Bonnet’s 
division is not in Junot’s corps, and this division is likewise in 
our front.. The returns tfould make Junot’s corps and Ney’s 
amount to about 56,000 men effectives, of # which nearly 10,000 
are cavalry. 

4 Orders from the Emperor for Bernier to cross the Tagus 
have been intercepted. He is to be replaced in Estremadura 
by tfie 5th eyrps, or Mortier’s. However, I should doubt 
their carrying thi% measure into* execution, for the Emperor, 
who writes from Dieppe and Havre, is evidently unacquainted 
with the state of affairs )iere ;> with the distresses of. the French 
in Andalusia, and with the measures*which Massena has 
adopted <Jf reinforcing himself, by coileating all. the troops from 
the northern provinces. 

VOL. VI. 





226 


PORTUGAL. 


1810 . 


* I have ordered a brigade instead of a battalion to be at 
and<about Castanheira, to observe Castello Bom and Castello 
Mendo, and the Royal Dragoons to watch Sabugal, com- 
ImunicatingJ' by their left with the brigade from the 4th divi¬ 
sion. I shall be ‘obliged to you if you will send to these 
troops when you shall quit Alameda. I conclude that you will 
have \io difficulty in retiring upon La Conception from your 
present position. There is nothing new from England. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd.’ * Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ ‘ Atverea, 1st July, 1810. 

* I received this day some intercepted letters from General 
Maky, from which I observe that Bonaparte has ordered 
General Kegnier to cross the. Tagus at Alcantara, and to 
manoeuvre, in conjunction with Massena, on the right bank of 
that river. He lias also ordered that the 5th corps under 
Mortier shall come into Estrcmadura, to replace that under 
the command of Kegnier, which is to cross the Tagus. 

‘ I have some doubts whether these orders will be carried 
into execution ; but if Regnicr should cross the Tagus, I beg 
you will cross that river likewise at Villa Velha, with the in¬ 
fantry and artillery, and one regiment of Portuguese cavalry 
of your corps, leaving on the left bank of the river, about 
Niza, &c., the remainder of General Fane’s division of cavalry. 

‘ You will make this movement ‘whatever may be the 
strength of the enemy’s corps, which will be brought into Alcn- 
tejo to replace Regnier, for which I shall otherwise provide. 

‘ Believe nn^, &c. 

* Lieut. Genervl Hill. ‘ Wellington. 

‘ Ciudad Rodrigo still held out this morning. I believe 
that General Carrera’s division of infantry wilJ*soon pass the 
Tagus at Villa Velha, of which I gave you notice.’ 

Memorandum, for Lieut. General Hill. 

•» 1 ' » 

* * ' Alverca, 2nd July, 1810. 

When the enemy ,s{iall have brought the 2nd cofps of the 
army out of Estremadura across the Tagus, it'ls probable that 
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he will endeavor to turn the right of the main body of the 
British army, by forcing in the troops which will occupy the 
country between the Zezere and the Tagus,, as soon as he shall 
have obtained possession of Ciudad Ilodrigo. 

‘ When General Hill shall have crosseu the Tagus, there 
will then be in this part of the country th* corps under the 
command of Lieut. General Hill, and the two regimgnts of 
Portuguese regular infantry, three battalions of militia, a 
brigade of artillery, and a squadron of cavalry, which have 
hitherto been in that country under the command of Colonel 
-Le Cor, and all the'Ordenanza. 

‘ If Lieut. General Hill should be in time, I recommend to 
him to destroy the bridge over the Elza,at Segura. If the 
melting of the snow in the hills should keep that river full, he 
need be under no anxiety respecting his right. 

4 The object of the enemy will probably be to force the passes 
of the mountains between the* Tagus and the Zezere. 'fliere 
arc two great lines of road which lead through these moun¬ 
tains from the Spanish frontier; one by the Estrada Nova, as 
it is called, and the other by Castello Branco and Sobreira 
Formosa. 

‘ There arc other roads which lead through these mountains 
certainly; but these are the principal and the only roads 
practicable for artillery. 

‘ The first position which I should recommend to Lieut. 
General Hill to take, is upon the Fmisul with his own corps, 
with his centre at Idanha Nova, occupying Ladoeiro with his 
cavalry, mdkt particularly as long as the Elza shall continue 
full. 

* The corps under Colonel Le Cor ought, in this case, to be 
at Alpedrinha, in oriicr to observe the entrance on the Estrada 
Nova, and to keep up the communication with *Belmonte and 
Gearda. 

‘ If the enqmy should endeavor to force or turn tlfcse posi¬ 
tions with a super^n- force, the retreat of Lieut. General Hill 
will be by Castello Branco and the high rdad by Sobreira 
Formosa, .while that of Colonel Le Cor will be by the .Estrada 
Nova, and each line of road ■must be defended. 

* The* Estrada Nftva has been destroyed, but I understand 
not very effectually, It.Tvill be necessary, therefore, that 
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Colonel Le Cor, when he shall retire from Alpedrinha, should 
sendchis artillery by St. Vincente and Jungal towards Sarzedas, 
and make his way with his infantry only to Foz Giraldo. 

• Every part of botli these roads may be defended. The 
first line on the grfcat road is that of Ocreza, taking care to 
observe the road on the left from Juntjal to Sarzedas. The 
next is, the great position of the Alvito, with the right beyond 
the Ocreza at Villa Velha, and the left at Isna on the Estrada 
Nova; and the third is with the right behind the Ocreza, 
again at its junction with the Tagus. The Codes in front of 
Domingo also affords another position. < 

• The positions in the Estrada Nova connect well with these, 
or they may be considered distinct. That at Moradad might 
continue to be occupied by Colonel Le dor, even after the 
main body should have withdrawn from Sarzedas. 

‘ The two roads join at Cortiqada, and there is a separation 
atC'ardigos; one road leading by Villa de Rei to the Barca 
upon the Zezere on the road to Thomar, and the other to 
Punhete and Abrantes. 

• As already stated, the Estrada Nova has been destroyed, 
and Colonel Le Cor knows in what places. 

‘ There are batteries in all these positions, and Colonel Le 
Cor knows where situated ; but Lieut. General Hill should 
have them examined. 

‘ Preparations should be made to destroy the ordnance and 
ammunition in all the batteries from which the ordnance 
cannot be carried off, in case the troops should be obliged to 
retire. 

‘ General Fane’s cavalry, with the exception of the regiment 
which Lieut. General Hill will bring across the Tagus with 
him, will keep on the left bank of the Tagus on General Hill’s 
right, and in communication with him. If obliged to retire, 
it will cross the Tagus dt Abrantes. 

‘ If th<f batteries at Villa Velha should protect.the bridge at 
that place, it may be kept asdong as Lieut., General Hill shall 
maintain the position of the Alvito : if these batteries should 
not effectually protect that bridge, it must be destroyed as 
soon as the corps shall retire from Castello Branco. 

‘ All the ferry boats must be taken off the Tagus above 
Villa Velha, and afterwards abtfve the right' of the corps 
wherever it may be. 
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* Annexed to this memorandum is an extract of a report on 
the country, which is the subject of this memorandum. 

‘ Major General Leith will be upon the Zezere as a support 
to Lieut. General Hill with the corps of troops placed under 
his orders. 

Wellington.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

* My dear Sir, * Alverca, 2nd July, 1810. 

* 1 have received ^your letter of the 25th, and I hope that 
the arrival of my letter at Cadiz will remove all difficulties 
respecting the transport of our money. 

‘ It would not be proper for me to make any suggestion or 
request to you. inconsistent with the orders from the Admi¬ 
ralty, respecting the Norge. We ought to take*care to Tiave 
a large fleet in the Tagus, otherwise Bonaparte will striRe a 
serious blow upon us, we may depend upop it. All the 
intercepted letters, and other intelligence, tend to show that he 
is making great naval exertions. 

‘ Ciudad Rodrigo held out last night, but I fear that they 
will have surrendered this day. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Vice Admiral, ‘ WELLINGTON. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

* The Duchess of Richmond tells toe that she is going to 

send Lord March here.’ 

• * 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 

‘ My dear General, 5 • Alverea,.2nd July, 1810. 

‘ Fronl your letter of yesterday,, which I received this 
morning, I think it possible that you may have come to La 
Conception. The fall of Ciudad Rodrigo places the whole of 
us in a new situation, which you will find provided for in the 
inclosed memorandum. If Ciudad Rodrigo.should not have 
fallen, the instructions which, you have before received are to 
hold good. 

' Believe me, &c. 

* Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd.' Wellington. 



PORTUGAL. 


1810. 


231) 

Memorandum for Major Generals Picton, Cole, and Slade; Brigadier 
Generals Campbell and Craufurd. 

‘ Alverca, 2nd July, 1810. 

‘ Upon \he surrender of Ciudad Rodrigo, the royal dra¬ 
goons under Majer General Slade, and the troops composing 
the 3rd and 4<tli envisions of infantry, and General Craufurd's 
advanced guard including with the latter, the 14<th light dra¬ 
goons^ two squadrons of the 16th, and two of hussars, will be 
situated as follows. , 

‘ Brigadier General Craufurd’s advanced guard at La Con¬ 
ception, or in front of Almeida; the 3rd division of infantry 
at Pinhel, Porto de Vide, and one regiment of Portuguese 
infantry at Fraxedas ; the 4th division of infantry. General 
Campbell's brigade, at Castanheira, &e., bbserving the pas¬ 
sages of the Coa at Castello Bom and Gastello Mendo, and 
the •remainder of the division at Guarda, the royal dragoons 
observing the upper passages of the Coa as far as Sabugal. 

‘ These officers are requested to communicate with each 
other, and with head quarters, 

‘ In case the enemy should ( threaten io *) attack General 
Craufurd with a superior force, I wish him to retire upon 
Almeida, and eventually, should he find it necessary, across 
the Coa, holding the high grounds On the left of the river and 
Valverde, and keeping open the communication with the fort 
as long as inav be practicable. 

‘ If the enemy should pass the Coa at Castello Bom or 
Castello Mendo in force, General Campbell is to collect his 
brigade at J-erumelha, and is to retire gradually upon Guarda, 
taking cafe to give intelligence to, General Craufurd at La 
Conception of his movement, as well as to General Slade. In 
this case General S'iade,with the lloyals*,is likewise to retire 
upon Guarda. 

‘ If the enemy should cross the Coa at any of the upper 
passages, of the river, General Slade and General Campbell 
arc to retire upon Guarda. 

‘ It is desirable that, jf it should be practicable, General 
Slade with the Royals should join General Campibell’-s brigade 
in these movements, add Genera^ Cole will be in readin'ess to 
protect their retreat upon Guarda with the remainder of the 
division. 

( * See Lord YVMlington’s Letter of the 11th of July. 7 r.M.. p. 24fh 
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‘ When General Craufurd shall receive the account of tile 
retreat of General Campbell, he will retire upon Fraxedas. 

‘ When General Picton shall receive the account of the 
retreat of General Campbell, he will collect his, division at 
Pinhel, and as soon as General Craufurd shall have arrived at 
Valverde, he will retire by Souropircs upon Alverca. 

‘ If the enemy should attempt the lower'fords and passages 
of the Coa in force, instead of the upper, or at the sanfe time 
with the upper, or at the same time with an attack upon 
General Craufurd., General Picton is to give notice of this at- 
tempt to General Cjaufurd, who is to fall back upon Valverde, 
if not already there. As soon as General Craufurd shall have 
arrived at Valverde, General Picton will retire by the road of 
Trancoso till he *shal! pass Povoa del lltfy, and will come to 
the heigh is on which arc situated Villa Franca, Foidal, and 
Povoa de Concilio, Sic., and General Craufurd will retire^ipon 
Alverca, and General Campbell and General Slade ypon 
Guarda. 

{ The regiment of Portuguese infantry of the 3rd division 
at Fraxedas will receive their orders from head quarters. 

‘ Wellington.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Alverca, 2nd July, 1810. 

* I have received your letters of the 25th and 27th. I have 

no recollection of receiving any letterTrom La Senhora Seriorg 
de Niz, and 1 cannot ^conceive to what troops her complaint 
refers. She has omitted to mention time, or the regiment to 
which the soldier belonged, who is supposed to have been 
murdered. I rather believe that the story refers to a transac¬ 
tion by the drivers of the artillery, “which was inquired into; 
but it is an useless waste of time to search for the*papers, till we 
shalj have some more accurate description of the circumstances 
from the ladjn * 

* I have writteil to my brother respecting the sending a per¬ 
son to Cadiz, charged with the business of raiding money ; and 
as I idiffei from him and Ggneral Graham, I prefer not to send 
any body till I shall hear further from him. 

1 Ciudad Rodrigo still held out last night, but I am afraid 
that it must have surrendered this day. 
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• I have desired the Commissary General to give you all the 
money that can be spared. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• C. Stuart,'Esq .’ * Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.R., to the Right Honorable 

Henry Wellesley. 

( . 

‘ Mv dear Henry, ‘ Alverca, 3rd July, 1810. 

‘ I enclose a letter Which 1 have received from General Cox, 
recommending the Curate of Garcirey to the Spanish Govern¬ 
ment. He is a person who has long given us intelligence of 
the enemy’s movements in Castille, in consequence of which 
conduct he has been obliged to abandon his country, and I 
shall be obliged to you if you will recommend him to the 
Regency. 

' Ever yours, most affectionately, 

* The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Alverea, 3rd July, 1810. 

‘ I enclose the copy of a paper which has been transmitted 
to me by General Mahy, which purports to be the translation 
of a letter from the Prince of Neufchatel to the Prince of Es- 
ling, which had been intercepted, conveying information of the 
strength of the allied armies, extracted from the English 
newspapers. • 

‘ It may be satisfactory to the .Government to have the 
reason which this paper affords, for believing that the enemy 
have no better means of Requiring intelligence in England than 
are therein referred to; but I would wish again to call the 
attention of his- Majesty is Government to the inconveniences 
and disadvantage under which we labor, from U 19 indiscretion 
with which intelligence of this description is continually pub¬ 
lished in the English newspapers. Very recently all the 
newspapers contained accounts, not-only of the numbers, but 
of the positions occupied 1 by this army.' 

‘ ‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ WELLINGTON. 


The Earl of Liverpool' 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Cravjurd. 

• Mv dear General, 4 Alverca, l p.m., 4»,h July, 1810. 

* I have received your note of half-past 7 this morning. 
The intelligence which I had before received from La Con¬ 
ception rendered this movement very probable. It would be 
desirable that if in your power you should occupy a height 
between Castillejo dos Caras, and Val de Puerco, from whence 
you will have nearly as good a view of tne plain and of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, as you h^d on the Azava. 

‘ I have spoken to the Commissary General regarding your 
wine. He has some on the road from St. Jao de Pesqueira, 
which you shall have. I shall ask leave from Marshal Beres- 
ford for the Captain of Militia, to whom you refer, to be em¬ 
ployed on this service. 

* It appears by an intercepted letter received this day rf that 
a corps of 10,000 infantry and some cavalry are to be em¬ 
ployed under General Scrras, in the country lying between 
Zamora, Leon, and Astorga. This is probably the same body 
of troops of which we have heard so frequently. 

* Bonnet is either still in Asturias, or is to return to that 
quarter. 

‘ There is nothing new from the south. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Brig. Gen. R. Crau/urd: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscouilt Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of Slate. 

‘ Mv Lord, * Alverca, 4th*July, 1810. 

‘ Ciudad Rodrigb still holds out, notwithstanding the efforts 
of the large force, and the formidable equipment which the 
enemy have collected there. Tilt fire of the place is as 
vigorous as,it was at first, but that of the enemy ha^ slackened 
within these tast^ew dqys; from which circumstance, and from 
the continuance of the siege, and from some of the enemy’s 
magaziqps having exploded at its commencement, and from the 
reports of deserters, ft is ifhagined that they begin to feel the 
want of ammunition. ■ 

‘ There b&s been a heavy fire a& musketry on the last two 
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nights; but there has been no change in the enemy’s positions 
before the place. 

6 1 he whole of the corps of Ney, and the greatest part of 
that of Jurist, have'certainly been collected in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Ciudad Rodrigo; and the enemy occupy in strength 
the right of the Agueda as far as St. Felices. 

‘ The intercepted letters and various reports would give 
reason to believe that the 2nd corps, under the command of 
General Regnier, would be brought across the Tagus. The 
recent movements of that corps however dp not manifest this 
intention. , 

‘ A division of about 1500 cavalry and infantry passed 
through the Sierra Morena on the 21st June; and their ad¬ 
vanced guard, consisting of 300 men, were* attacked at Los 
Santos on the 23rd by a detachment from the division of 

General Mendizabel, under the command of Colonel-, and 

were, defeated. 

‘ A great part of the corps of Regnier was immediately 
moved by the gi eat road of Seville to Zafra, probably to pro¬ 
tect the junction of this detachment from Andalusia, and the 
corps had not reassembled at Merida when 1 received the last 
accounts from Badajoz. 

‘ No movement of importance had been made in Leon. It 
appears to be the enemy’s intendon to form a corps of 10,000 
or 12,000 men, under General Serras, to occupy the country 
between Zamora, Leon, and Astorga, while a similar corps will 
be formed under General Kellerman, to keep up the commu¬ 
nication between the main army under Marshal M&ssena, and 
the places in his rear. 

‘ My last accounts from Cadiz are of the 19th J une, when 
nothing extraordinary had happened. c. . 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. . 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool. ‘ Wellington; 

‘ P.S. Ssince writing this dispatch l have received accounts 
that the enemy tyad passed the Agueda and the Azava this 
morning in strength; in consequence of which Brigadier Gene¬ 
ral Craufurd had retired'with the British advanced guard to 
the Fort of La Conception.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Crau/urd. 

‘ My dear General, * Alverca, July, i8io. 

‘ I have received your letter, dated twg r.M. the 4th, and I 
am highly gratified by the conduct of Captain Krauchenberg, 
and Cornet Cordeman and his squadron ot Hussars. 

« I beg that you will tell Colonel Arentschildt thht I will 
take an opportunity of reporting to his Majesty my sense of 
the conduct of tjie excellent regiment under his command, 
during the long ary:! trying period that they have been at the 
outposts with you. 

‘ The Marquis de la Romana is still here, and I have had 
frequent conferefices with him on the situation of affairs. He 
appears to agree that it is impossible for us to do any thing 
for the relief of Ciudad Rodrigo, excepting probably to«enablc 
the garrison to evacuate the place, by drawing the attention 
of the enemy to this side. 1 think they will find much diffi¬ 
culty in effecting their object; but our part *bf the operation 
does not appear either very difficult, or attended with much 
risk. 

‘ In the mean time, it appears that the place is not breached; 
and there is no doubt that there are still provisions for seven¬ 
teen or eighteen days, even* supposing that the inhabitants 
have no supply excepting from the general magazine. 

‘ The Marquis de la Romana js strongly impressed with 
the importance of their holding out till the last moment, which 
is certainly true; anti he feels that even if there is no prospect 
of relief, it is the duty yf those in Ciudad Rodrigo not to give 
up till the last moment. He could tell, and has told, the 
Governor this truth, which probacy wtmld not come so well 
from me. 

‘ If the enemy have drawn in again from Gallegos, I think 
it«would bf desirable that you should resume youi^ position at 
Alameda, and p^ace your picquets of cavalry on the Agueda, 
so as at all events to have a view of the place, encourage its 
continued resistance, and know what is going on. In that 
caSe I would throw *the Jroops of‘General Picton’s division 
again into La Conception, and the 14th Dragoons should con¬ 
tinue there^ 

‘ If you think you are better on’this side of the Dos Casas, 
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you might either keep the 14th Dragoons with you, or send a 
part, or the whole of them, to the rear, as you may think 
proper. If you want to keep only four squadrons with you, 
they had probably betttr be two of Hussars, and two of the 
14th, sending the 16th back. If you wish to have six squad¬ 
rons, keep two of each regiment; and if eight squadrons, keep 
the whole. 

‘ I shall be obliged to you if you will direct your posts on 
your right to communicate with General A. Campbell’s bri¬ 
gade, which occupy Castello Bom, Castello Mendo, &c., if you 
should continue behind the Dos Casas. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd.' ' Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

• Sir! ‘ Alverca, 5th July, 1810. 

‘ in my letter of the 2nd April, I communicated to you my 
opinion that you should co-operate with the Marquis de la 
Romana in any movements or operations which might have 
for their object to facilitate the collection of provisions for 
Badajoz, Campo Mayor, 01ivcn§a, and Alburquerque, and to 
form a magazine for the use of his, army; and the existing 
situation of affairs in the Peninsula renders that object more 
than ever interesting. 

‘ It is obvious that it cannot be effected as long as the enemy 
remain in possession of the open and fertile parts of Estrema- 
dura; and if these places should not be able to collect a part 
of the harvest now on the ground, and about to be cut, it 
must be expected that they will fall into the hands of the 
enemy for want of provisions. 

* The continuance of the corps of the Marquis de la Romana 
in its position on the frontiers oi Estremadura and Alentejo, 
which depends upon the security of these places, and upon the 
accomplishment of this object, is important to the cause of the 
allies, as affording additional security to the position of the 
British army in the Peninsula, and means of annoying the 
enemy in his operations against oureposition. 

‘ The letters which nave been recently intercepted contain 
an order to General Remmir to cross the Tagus jvith the 2nd 
corps of the army, and tOTnanoeuvre on the right bank of that 
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river; and it appears to be intended to replace the 2nd corps 
in Estremadura by withdrawing die 5th from Andalusia.^ 

• From all accounts received of the state of affairs in Anda¬ 
lusia, it is not very probable that the French can diminish their 
force in Andalusia without evacuating that province altogether. 

‘ If the 2nd corps should be removed from Estremadura, 
and should not be replaced by the 5th, the Marquis de la 
Romana will experience no difficulty in collecting his maga¬ 
zines in Estremadura without your assistance. Even if the 
2nd corps should be replaced by the 5th, this latter will pro¬ 
bably not be very efficient, and he may still be able to hold so 
much of Estremadura as to enable him to effect his object. 

‘ But even if the 5th corps, having replaced the 2nd, should 
be sufficiently string to prevent the collection of the harvest 
of Estremadura for the magazines of the places on the fron¬ 
tiers, it will be impossible for me to allow you to be cat off 
from the main body of the‘army, which would be the«con- 
sequence of your remaining in Estremadura after the 2nd 
corps should have crossed the Tagus. 

‘ If the 2nd corps should cross the Tagus, therefore, you 
must abide by my instructions of the 1st instant, and cross 
that river by the bridge of Villa Velha without loss of time. 

* If, however, the 2nd corps should remain in Estremadura, 
it is desirable that you should,‘without loss of time, co-operate 
with the Marquis de la Romana in an effort to dislodge Reg- 
nier from Estremadura, during such,time as may be necessary 
to collect such parts of the harvest as may be required for the 
formation of the magazines. 

‘ From the returns which we have of the 2nd corps, it ap¬ 
pears to me that this measure will not be very difficult by the 
united corps under ohe command of the Marquis de la Romana 
and yourself, even though General Regnier should have been 
reinforced by the troops said to have Hately arrived from Anda¬ 
lusia. , 

‘ Accordingly* I request you to arrange an attack upon 
General Regnier s positions in Estremadura in conjunction 
with the Marquis de la Romana, adverting ftnly to the follow- 
ing'points:— * ” 

1 Fisst; that it is desirable that the*attack should be made 
by the two corps united ir» one solid^nass. 
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‘ Secondly ; that it is desirable that the troops under your 
command should not cross to the left of the Guadiana. 

‘ Thirdly ; that it is desirable that you should not move 
further than 1 Meridl. V 

‘ Fourthly; thatr if General Regnier should retreat across 
the Tagus, it is necessary that you should return and cross 
that river, according to my letter of the 1st insitant. 

‘ Fifthly ; you must at all events return to your position at 
Portalegre by the 1st August. 

‘ You will direct the Deputy Commissary General attached 
to your corps to be prepared to supply your troops with pro¬ 
visions in this forward movement; and General Leite will be 
written to, to have as many carts as can be collected, for the 
purpose of transporting the harvest to the magazines. 

‘ He will also be requested to relieve the troops under the 
comniand of the Marquis de la Romana, as far as his means 
may allow, in the garrisons which they occupy, in order to 
strengthen his corps in the field. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Lieut. General Hill: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.H., to Brigadier General 
11. Craufurd. 

‘ Mv DEAR General, ‘ Alverca, Gth July, 1810. 

* I have received your two letters of yesterday. The posi¬ 
tion you have taken up will answer our purposes perfectly. 

‘ You did exactly as I wished, in retiring the day before 
yesterday. You could not have contested your ground, which, 
under the^circumstances, it was no object to us to keep, at the 
risk of any loss. 

‘ I am glad to find that Colonel Elder’s battalion showed a 
good disposition. 

‘ There is nothing new from any quarter, excepting t^iat 
the French continue to show themselves on the Duero, between 
the Agueda and the Tormes; and thai the I uc d’Orleans lias 
arrived at Cadiz. ‘ 

‘ l^elieve me, &c. 

• Brig. Gen. R. Cmu/urd:' ‘Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K. B., to Lieut. General Graham. 
< gm ‘ Alverca, 6th July, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letters of the 2tst June, and of 
the 26th (No. 24,125), and one markedseparate,” of the 
17th June. I concur entirely in the measures which you 
had ordered to be adopted for the accommodation of the 
sick officers under your command; and I recommend it to 
you to make it as convenient, as comfortable, and as spacious 
for them as circumstances will permit. 

‘ I also recommend it to you, if it should be possible, to 
hire a house for this purpose, rather than put the officers of 
the army, who jpay be taken ill, in a ward of the hospital, 
even though it should be fitted up. These directions must, 
however, of course be considered null and void, if they should 
be inconsistent with those which you will receive frofci the 
Secretary of State upon this subject. 

‘ I have also to observe that it is very desirable that, if 
possible, the officers of the army who should become sick 
should not be removed to the hospital, if the owners of the 
houses in which they are quartered, or the owners of ariy 
houses, will allow them to remain in them ; and if the Medical 
Staff, general and regimental, are not sufficiently numerous 
to attend to the officers as well as the soldiers of your division, 
they must and shall be increased. 

. ‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Lieut. GeneralGraha.tr[.' ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ Mv dear Sir, . ‘ Alverca, 6th July, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letters of the 2nd. I .approve highly 
of the circular letter to the Bishops.* 1 would give an English 
officer for Lisbon if I had one; but we have not oqp to spare. 
I am obliged to ^mploy > Leith upon the Zezere. 

‘ Let the Spaniards have the uniforms. Have them valued, 
and get their receipt for diem. 

‘’Ciudad Kodrigo ‘still holds out. It is sAid that the wall 
is not breached. The place ought to have sixteen or seven ^en 
days more provisions. Don Julian says twenty, or even more. 
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General Craufurd has his posts on the Dos Casas. The enemy 
are ip Gallegos. 

‘ We hear that the insurrection is spreading and increasing 
in Castille. If this is true, the enemy will be obliged to 
weaken his force before Ciudad Rodrigo, and we may have 
a chance of relieving the place. 

‘ The Marquis de la Romana went this morning. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• C. Stuart, Esq.' ‘Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 

‘ My dear General, ‘ Alverca, 7th July, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 6th. I am not desirous 
that you should move across the Dos Casas, unless it should 
be perfectly convenient, or if ybu are to be exposed to an 
attack, and retire again. 

‘ The French still continue to show themselves on the 
Duero. There is nothing new from any other quarter. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd.' ‘ W ELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

< My DEAR Hill, , ‘ Alverca, 7th July, 1810. 

* The Marquis de la Romana left us yesterday morning, 
and will probably be with you shortly after you receive this 
letter. I showed him the instructions which I wrote to you 
the day before yesterday, to which he objected the restriction 
to your crossing the Guadiana. You will‘observe that I have 
thus put this ‘point, “ it is desirable” that you should not 
cross the Guadiana. This only expresses my opinion; but 
you on tire spot must be the best judge, whether you can 
effect your object without crossing that riyer; and whether 
you can cross the river with safety, or consistently with my 
other views for ydur corps, as stated in that dispatch., 

* I believe, however,, that when you undertake this opera¬ 
tion, the difference whether you will be on the one side or on 
the other of the Guadiana, will be, only the difference of a 



1810 . 


ALVKRCA. 


241 ' 

few miles of distance, as the river will probably be fordable 
every where. 

.. * Believe me, &c., 

‘ Lieut. General Hill.' Wellington . 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., totC. Stuart, Esq. 

« Sir ) ‘ Alverca, 7th July, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 30th June, on the sub¬ 
ject of fixing the prices of provisions, &£., in the country, on 
which I had written to you. 

* It is probable that the demand and consumption of the 
army in the country is the cause of the high price of provisions, 
and other articles*; and that the Comarca in each district in 
which the army is stationed, or which contributes to supply 
its demands, fixes the price of provisions in reference to. the 
additional demand thus create^. 

4 T do not think it would be just towards the public, that an 
addition of 25 per cent, on all our purchases should be made 
to the price thus increased by our demands. We have a right 
to expect from the country the provisions which we require, 
at the same price which the inhabitants pay for the same 
articles; and I do not think it would be proper that I should 
consent to an arrangement whigh should have for its object to 
make us pay more. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ G. Stuart, Esq.' . ‘Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

* My dear Sir, ' ‘ Alvorca, 7tli July, 1810. 

‘ 1 enclose a letter from Duff, which' 1 do not exactly 
understand. It appears that, he has raised money which he 
has consigned to you ; and that my brother has desired him 
to do so. X rather think my brother is not awave of the 
mode in whicli oi^r business is settled here; -and probably the 
mode most likely to avoid confusion in our« concerns would 
be for*you to hand elver the 60,000 dollars ttf the Commissary 
General, and send Ddff life receipt °for them'; and this sum 
can afterwards be handed over from ^ie Military Chest to the 
chest of the Aids.” 
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‘ I have desired Mr. Kennedy to give you all the money 
that, he can. 

* How^much subsidy do you now owe to the Portuguese 
Government ? 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLTNGTON. 

Lieul. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ Mr Lord, ' Alverca, 7th July, 1810- 

‘ I have the honor to enclose a letter from Marshal Beres- 
ford with its enclosure, being the report of Brigadier General 
Miller on 3500 sets of accoutrements, of those lately arrived 
from England, which had been allotted for the service of the 
militia in the province of the Minho; which it appears are not 
new? the pouehes small, and containing only 18 rounds of 
ammunition ; to which I beg to draw your Lordship’s 
attention. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ W kllington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 

‘ My dear General, * ‘ Alverca, 8th July, 1810. 

* I have received your letter of yesterday. I believe I told 
you that I had the return of Junot’s corps in detail. The 
account of the deserter is perfectly correct, but he has not 
stated all the troops of any division. The total 'effective in¬ 
fantry of this corps is 19,899; the cavalry,.divided into eight, 
instead of three provisional regiments, is 4716. The total 
effectives of the corps, including artillery,‘ is 25,956. 

‘ I have heard nothing yet .from the garrison on the pro¬ 
posed plan of escape, arid till I do, 1 do not propose to make 
any movements on this side; and I think, upon ^he whole,' that 
for the present you are best situated .where you are. 

‘ If you were to take the position at Espeja you would be 
obliged to fall back upon Villar Mayor, and you .would be 
much exposed, and would find it difficult to fall back upon the 
aamy in this valley, if J did not at the same time cdllect the 
whole, or the greatest part of the fermy upon the Coa. This 
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must be done if it is necessary, but it is desirable to avoid it 
if possible. B 

‘ I agree with you in thinking that the enemv will not 
attack Almeida, and it is not improbable but that after Ciudad 
Rodrigo shall have fallen, they will direct?their march upon 
Castello Branco, and thus endeavor to cut«in between Lieut. 
General Hill and me. But I have in some degree provided 
for this movement. 

* You will observe, that, excepting by fiuarda or this place, 
you could not joii? the army in the valley of the Mondego. 
If you were to retirt by Villar Mayor, the enemy would be 
before you on the high road to Guarda. You would then be 
obliged to retire by Castello Branco, and whether the enemy 
take that road, or the road by the valley of the Mondego in 
their attack upon this country, it is most desirable that you 
should not be separated from the main body of the army. • 

‘ I hear from Estremadura,*that Regnier has made a move¬ 
ment upon S tl1 Martha, Almendralejo, 8cc. &c. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd.' * Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

* My dear Hill, * ‘ Alverca, 9th July, 18J0. 

‘ Although my different lettdVs appear to me to provide for 
every probable event that may occur, it will save you some 
trouble, and will be satisfactory to you to be made acquainted 
with my wishes, in the event of the occurrence of certain events 
during your" expedition into Estremadura. 

* Under my former instructions you were directed to fall 
back upon Abrantes, in case the officer commanding the troops 
in the mountains Ixftween the Tagus and the Zezere should 
have been unable to maintain lymself in those mountains; and 
in case he should withdraw himself frdln a communication with 
the bridge of; Villa Velha, that bridge was to be effectually 
destroyed; and foj this purpose you were to keep an officer 
and a party at this bridge. 

* You are still to follow* the same instructibns, and observe 
particularly that the destruction of the^ bridge at Villa Velha 
and all the boats there, in case the o^Scer commanding in the 
mountains gives up his communication with that bridge, is 
most important for your march upon Abrantes, and your com- 



244 


PORTUGAL. 


1810 . 


munication with the army. You must therefore leave a 
British officer and the party at the bridge of Villa Velha, and 
when they shall have done their work, they are to go to 
Abrantes by the Idft of the Tagus. 

‘ I have formed a corps under General Leith upon the 
Zezerc, with the object of securing the retreat of Le Cor from 
the mountains; the communication of this army with the 
Tagus; and of yourself through Abrantes with Punhete. 1 
think these points air toleraWy secure, and in a few days will 
be more so. " 

‘ But in the situation in which we are, ft is necessary to pro¬ 
vide for events which are possible, although I hope not very 
probable. 

* When Ciudad Ilodrigo shall fall, it is probable that the 
enemy will direct the march of a large detachment, at least, of 
his ‘army upon Castcllo Branco, and the mountains between 
the**Tagus and the Zezerc. It* is not very probable, but it is 
possible, that the Tagus may be fordable at Villa Velha ; in 
which case, if the enemy should be able to cross that river, your 
march upon Abrantes would be difficult. 

‘ It is also possible that all my measures to secure your 
communication with Punhete may fail, owing to the strength 
of the corps which the enemy may' throw into the mountains 
between the Tagus and the Ze'zere. 

* In the former case, which is not very likely, you should 
direct your march to pass the river at Santarem : in the latter, 
I should have an opportunity of instructing you ; but if 1 
should not, I should wish you to pass'the river at the same 
place, where boats will be prepared for you. 

* Ciudad Rodrigo still holds out; and it is obvious will hold 

out as long as their provisions shall last. 1 1 calculate that they 
have ten day*. provisions fromjthe 11th, even supposing’that 
there was no private stofe in the town, of which it is probable 
■ there were some. ,« 

‘According to the account of Don Jujian Sanchez, they 
would have provisions for five or six days more. So that 
there is reason to hope that, you will have time for your expe¬ 
dition .into Estremadijra; and if we can effect the object of 
the expedition, we shall be in great style. ‘ 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Jfimt. General H.H." • Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.H., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 

‘ My dear General, ‘ A'verca, lH.ii July, 1810. 

‘This will be delivered to you by LordBurghersh, whom I 
beg to introduce to you. 

‘ I learn from Estremadura that Regnier is gone to endeavor 
to dislodge the Spaniards from Xerez de los Caballeros, in 
which I believe that he has succeeded. 

‘ Sir Stapleton Cotton wishes to relieve the two squadrons 
of the 16th which are with you, on Monday next, and I shall 
be obliged to you if you will have them collected at that time 
to come away. 

‘ I understand that there is some musket ammunition and 
some biscuit in La Conception, which may as well be sent back 
to Almeida, and I shall be obliged to you if you will desire 
Mr. Lutyens to settle with the Government, or the authorities 
at Almeida, for their removal. 

‘ Believe me, &c.« 

• Brig, Gen.R. Craufurd: ‘Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Alvcrca, 11th July, 1810. 

‘ 1 have the honor to enclose the weekly state of the army of 
the 1st July ; and an abstract of the state of the Portuguese 
army taken from the return of the f0th June, which will show 
you the disposable force which we have to oppose to the enemy. 

‘ It is very desirable that the reinforcements destined for this 
army should arrive at an early period. 

‘ 1 likewise enclose the last state which I have received of 
the sick of the army. The difference between this state and 
the military return of the sick in hospital, is to be attributed 
to the fact that the regiments return all men as sick in hospital 
who have been sent to the hospital from the regiment, whether 
on the road to tfie hospital, convalescent at the hospital station, 
or on the road to join, recovered; and the hospitals return 
only those men who are actually on the hospital books. 

. ‘ I have the hdnor to be, &c. 

' The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.H., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

• My Lofin, ‘ Alverca, lith July, 1810. 

‘ The enemy passed the Azava in force, on the morning of 
the 4th instant, and obliged Brigadier General Cranford to 
fall hack with his advanced guard to the neighbourhood of the 
fort of La Conception, which had been occupied by a part of 
the 3rd division of infantry. In making this movement. 
Captain Krauchenberg and Cornet Cordemann, at the head of a 
small body of the Hussars and 16th Light Dragoons, had an 
opportunity of distinguishing themselves by making a gallant 
charge upon a superior body of the enemy. 

‘ Upon mentioning the Light Dragoons, it is but justice to 
inform your Lordship, that they have been with the advanced 
guard throughout the winter, and have performed their duty 
in the' most satisfactory manner. 

* The 3rd battalion of the Portuguese Chasseurs, under 
Lieut. Colonel Elder, had also an opportunity of showing their 
steadiness during this movement of the advanced guard, and 
the skirmishing of the enemy which attended it. 

‘ The 1st Hussars had five men and three horses wounded, 
and the I6t.h Light Dragoons three horses killed. 

* The siege of Ciudad llodrigo still continues, and the fire of 
the place is kept up with unabated vigor. The enemy having 
collected nearly the whole of Junot’s corps, between the Azava 
and Agueda, I have not .bought it proper to push our ad¬ 
vanced guard so forward as Gallegos again ; and it remains 
upon the river Dos Casas ; and the piquets of the enemy 
are on tins side of the Azava. 

‘ The Marquis de la Humana was here last week to confer 
with me upon the state of affairs in this part of the Peninsula ; 
and he appeared to be convinced of the impossibility of our 
affording relief to Ciudad llodrigo, as long as the enemy 
should lie-enabled to keep collected near tliat place so large an 
army as he now has there. I have heard of 'the movements of 
the guerrillas in Castillo: and I have reason to believe that 
the enemy has been in some degree distressed bv their opera¬ 
tions; but I do not find that they have weakened their corps 
employed in the operations against the place, or in covering 
them. 

‘ Since I addressed your Lordship on the 4lh instant, I have 
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received reports that the corps of Itegnier, after having been 
assembled at Merida, broke up again on the 2nd instant, and 
marched by Almendralejo and Almcndral, to endeavor to dis¬ 
lodge the Spanish divisions of Ballesteros and Imas, which 
extend from 01ivent;a by Xerez do los Caballeros along the 
Guadiana into the Sierra Morena. 

‘ From the accounts which I have received from Badajoz of 
the 7th, it appears that General Imas had retired from Xerez 
dc los Caballeros upon Oliva: and i*. is probable that all these 
troops will be obliged to fall back across the Guadiana into 
Portugal ; as, by the movements of Itegnier, he has cut off 
their communication with Badajoz by Olivenya. There had 
been some skirmishing between the outposts of these divisions 
and the French advanced guard, in which the French appear 
to have sustained loss; as seventeen carriages with wounded 
had arrived in Merida, on the 7th. 

* No movements of any importance have taken place in, the 
north. 

‘My iast accounts front Cadiz are of the 20th June. 
Nothing had occurred there deserving your Lordship’s atten¬ 
tion ; excepting the arrival of the Due d’Orleans on 
the 19th. 

• I have the honor to he, &c. 

• The Earl of Liverpool: ‘Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of Stale. 

* My Lord, ‘ Alverca, Uth July, 1810. 

‘ Since I wrote to your Lordship this day, 1 have received 
a report that Ciudad Rodrigo surrendered to the enemy yes¬ 
terday evening. 

‘ There was a large practicable breach in the place, and the 
enemy had made all the preparations for a storm; when, 
Marshal Ney having offered terms of capitulation, tin; garrison 
surrendered v , 

‘ The enemy took up their ground before this place on the 
26t.h of April; they invested it completely * on the- 11th of 
June*; broke ground before it on the *5th of June, and opened 
their fire upon it on. the 24th of June:' and, adverting’to dye 
nature and position of thc«place, to the deficiency and defects 
of its works, to the advantages which the enemy had in their 
attack upon ;t, and to the numbers and formidable equipment 
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by vvliicli it was attacked, I consider the defence of Ciudad 
Rodrigo to have been most honorable to the Governor, Don 
Andres llerasti, and its garrison; and to have been equally 
creditable to the a'rms’of Spain, with the celebrated defence of 
other places, by which this nation has been illustrated during 
I he existing contest for its independence. 

‘ 1 have been most anxiously desirous to relieve the place 
since It has been attacked; and have been prevented from 
attempting its relief only by the certainty which I had, that 
the attempt must fail; and that, the immediate fall of the place 
and the irrevocable loss of the cause of the allies would be the 
consequence of the failure. 

• 1 had intelligence, of the truth of which I could entertain 

no doubt, that the enemy had collected in the neighbourhood 
of Ciudad Kodrigo, for the purpose of the siege, the whole of 
the-3th and of the Slh corps of the army in Spain ; the former 
consisting of 131,011 effectives,' including 4850 cavalry ; the 
latter consisting of 25.950 effectives, including 4710 cavalry, 
according to returns of those corps of a very late period which 
had been intercepted, and communicated to me. There were 
besides other troops employed in the communications with the 
rear, anti with the right of the enemy’s army. The country 
in which I must have carried on the operations to raise the 
siege, or even to relieve the place, would have been highly 
advantageous to the enemy, on account of his superiority in 
cavalry. , 

‘ Under these circumstances, however much 1 have been in¬ 
terested in the fate of this place, not only on account of its 
military and political importance, but on account of its brave 
Governor, and garrison, ami inhabitants, I have considered it 
my duly to refrain Vrotn, an operation which it was probable 
would be attended by the mosl^disastrous consequences. 

‘ While the Marquis do la Humana was here, 1 had arranged 
with hitman operation, by which it was hoped that we tiiight 
save the garrison ; but the absolute impossibility of communi¬ 
cating with the 'Governor, for several days, has prevented its 
execution. * 

«' . 

* There was an affair f oet ween o'ur piquets and those of the 
eyemy this morning, in which the enemy lost 2 officers and 81 
men, and 29 horses, prisoners. >• 

‘ I have not received the detailed account of this affair ; but 
Ii understood that we have bad the inisfortunl' vo'lose Lieut 
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Colonel Talbot and eight men of the 14th Light Dragoons 
killed, and 23 men wounded. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, Sa; 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 

‘ My dear General, ‘ Alverca ,} past 7 p.m., nth July, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letters of this d ,y. The fall of Ciudad 
Rodrigo was to bt expected, and the defence lias been greater 
than we had a rig.it to expect. I regret poor Talbot, he is a 
gre;.c loss. 

* i have looked over my instructions to you, and I see 
nothing to add excepting the word “ threaten ” in the fourth 
paragraph*. That is to say, it will run, ‘‘ In case the enemy 
should threaten to attack General Craufurd,” instead of “ in 
case the enemy should attack General Craufurd.” In %hort, 

I do not wish to risk any thing beyond the Coa, and indeed, 
when Carrera is clearly off, I do not see why you should re¬ 
main any longer at. such a distance in front of Almeida. 

' It is desirable that the communication with Almeida should 
be kept open as long as possible, in order that we may throw 
into that place as much provisions as possible, and therefore I 
would not wish you to fall back beyond that place, unless it 
should be necessary. Hut it does not appear necessary that 
von should be so far, and it will be safer that you should be 
nearer, at least, with your infantry. 

• If you should retire towards Almeida, and should break’ 
off your connmmicatior. with the posts in front of Castello 
Horn, and Castello Meiulo, it would be desirable that you 
should lea we a small body of cavalry in that, quarter, to com¬ 
municate with, and fall back upon Brigadier General Alexan¬ 
der Campbell, and acquaint him accordingly. 

» ‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brig. Gen. It. Cfpufurti:, ‘ W ELLINGTON. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B.,io Vice Admiral 
• the lion. G. Berkeley. 

' My dkaii Sir, . ‘ Alverca, lltli July, 1810 . 

J 

‘ As Marshal Beresfo&d has established his hospital at the 
mouth of the Mondego as well as ourselves, and it would be 

* See page ‘230. 
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equally desirable to save his troops as our own, in ease we 
should be under the necessity of quitting the Mondego, I shall 
be very njuch obliged to you if you will order the whole of the 
hospital ships up to the mouth of the Mondego. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral . ‘Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ Mr. Stuart will inform you of the state of affairs here.’ 

i 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to thj Bight Honorable 
Henry Wellesley. 

* My dear Henry, ‘ Alverea, 12th July, 1810. 

‘ 1 am sorry to tell you that. Ciudad Rodrigo surrendered 
on the night before last. I have not got the particulars; but 
it appears that there was a very large breach in the place, 
that the French were prepared to storm, and Ney sent in to 
offer .terms, and the garrison capitulated. This is the report 
of two French Officers who were taken yesterday morning in a 
skirmish with our advanced posts. 

‘ I enclose the copy of a dispatch which I wrote to Govern¬ 
ment upon this subject yesterday, and which I think you will 
do well to communicate to the Regency. 

‘ The enemy have made no movement that. I have been 
informed of, since the fall of Ciudad Rodrigo, which I think 
extraordinary. 

‘ The Marquis de la Romana was here last week to confer 
with me upon the state of affairs in this part of the Peninsula, 
lie appeared equally convinced witli myself, of the impossi¬ 
bility of our effecting anything for the relief of Ciudad 
Kodrigo, and of the danger of the attempt. I believe he wrote 
to the Regency from lienee. 1 

‘ Since my last, Regnier has made two movements to the 
southward; one to relieve a small detachment coming from 
Andalusia,; which had been attacked by the Spaniards; the 
other on the 2nd instant, to attack General 7,mas, and, I be¬ 
lieve, Ballesteros. , He attacked General Irnas on the 5th, and 
obliged him to retire to Oliva from Xerez de los Caballeros, 
and it was expected that he would also attack Ballesteros. 
But General Mendizabel, who commanded the army in the 
absence of the Marquis de la Romma, states his conviction 
that Regnier would-be able to effect nothing against lmas and 
Ballesteros united. I fear that lie will drive them- a'oross the 
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Guadiana into Portugal, as he had already cut off' their com¬ 
munication with Badajoz by Olivemja. 

* Hegnicr had certainly been ordered by Bonaparte to cross 
the Tagus; but I imagine that Massena found that the 
guerrillas, although active to a degree, wer j not able to annoy 
him much during the siege; and as he had it in his power to 
avail himself of the force, which Bonaparte had ordered might 
be employed in keeping up the communication with the rear, 
he preferred to keep Regnicr on the Gu -diana. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 

• The lit. lion. H. Wehcsley. ‘ Wellington. 

‘ 1 heard last night that the Spanish troops in Asturias have 
been defeated, a id that the French had advanced to the 
northern frontier of Galicia.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral the Hon. 

G. Berkeley. * 

‘ R1y dear Sir, ‘ Alverca, I3tli July, 1810. 

‘ I see by the newspapers that Lord March has been ap¬ 
pointed to the 13th Light Dragoons, according to the intima¬ 
tion which 1 had received from the Duchess of Richmond, that 
the Duke had applied to have him removed to a regiment in 
this country. The 13th Dragoons are in theAlentejo; and 1 
think it would be better that you should send him here in the 
first instance, and 1 will take care of him. He might go by 
Thomar, from whence your son woukl forward him to me. 

‘ 1 have received your letter of the 7th instant, and will 
speak to the Commissary General this day, respecting the 
rations for the party of the navy, whicji I will settle as you 
wish, and will write to you by the next post. 

• The enemy have made no movement since they obtained 
possession of Ciudad Rodrigo* I have heard in various chan- 
nete of the enemy’s naval preparations, which have given me 
some anxiety, and Government appear to be awarff of them. 
I have repeated warned them of the danger of our position 
here, if the naval force was not sufficient, anil I shall write to 
theip again upon it. I dojiot think jlhere will be much use in 
keeping a vessel of war at Figueira, if# we have only an intel¬ 
ligent officer there to manage our transport and hospital concerns. 

* e Believe me, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral # ‘‘ Wellington 

'thf Hon. C/. Berkeley. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My L.qRD, Alverca, 13th July, 1810. 

‘ I informed yon iii my letter of the 11 th that there had 
been an affair on that morning between the outposts of the 
two armies, of which I now enclose the copy of the report 
made to me by Brigadier General Oraufurd *. 

‘ 1 have had every reason to be satisfied with the conduct of 
the troops upon this occasion. The small body of the enemy’s 
infantry, employed on the patrole with the cavalry, appear 
to have conducted themselves in the mo*, gallant manner f; 

* Extract of a Letter from Hr it/a (tier (setter at Craufurd, dated Vat de la Alula, 
i ‘1th July, 1810. 

‘ The enemy had, during the last three or four duys, been in the habit of 
coming with detachments of infantry and cavalry into It.irquillu, and with 
infanffy into Cesmiru anti Villa de Puerco, and i was desirous of cutting them 
oil. d*u1 considering the vicinity of the-* enemy’s position, and his strength in 
cavalry, T did not think it prudent to send a small detachment, and 1 therefore 
ordered all that were off duty of six squadrons to assemble behind the Dos 
Casas at twelve, at night, on the road which leads from La Conception to 
Alameda. 

‘ It was between one and two when we crossed the Dos Casas, ami not a shot 
had then been heard since six or seven the preceding evening, from which circum¬ 
stance, and the severe tire oi the ‘Jth and 10th, 1 felt apprehensive that Ciudad 
Rodrigo had surrendered. 

‘ Leaving Alameda on om right, and sending patroles on the road towards 
Gallegos, we went through the wood, and halted in a hollow within three quarters 
of a mile of Villa de Puerro. About sunrise, we inarched off again ; and I have 
to regret that 1 did not, as 1 originally intended, keep sufliciently to the right to 
come out of the wood between Cesmiru and Villa de Puerro; this would have 
prevented what Happened. Rut the anxiety to do what we had to. do, as quickly 
as possible, lest, the enemy should have been advancing towards our position, 
(occasioned by the continue (^cessation of tire a't Ciudad Rodrigo,) together with 
the appearance of some cavalry making off induced me to take the shorter road, 
which led us through a bad detile. t 

‘ Immediately ajjer the bead of the column had come out of this defile, we 
discovered infantry, which, on account o\ a height and standing corn, were not 
seen until very close. The squadrons formed successively as they came out; and 
as the muni er of infantry did not exceed .300, they were attacked by Captain 
Krauchenberg’s squadron of hussars, followed by the Kith, part of the former 
having gone off' after some French dragoons. *i’lie. busbars received the fire of 
the square; hut being unable to penetrate it. they passed on, leaving it to their 
left. Had the 10th come straight upon it, tlfe square being then ^without fire, 
it would probably have been broken ; but tl\Jjy we'ie too much to their left, and 
passed it on the other flank. ‘ At this moment a most unfortunate ipifctake took 
place, to which alone is to be attributed the escape of the infantry. 

‘ Some French dragoons were seen coming ou* of Barqudla, and behind them 

y Thvy were commanded by Captain Gouache, who receiv 
J 'Vion of Honor for his conduct on 1 his occasion. 


cd the Cross of the 
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but they could not have avoided sharing the fate of the 
cavalry employed on the same patrole, if the appearance of tin? 
Hussars of the Legion, coming out of Barquilla, had not been 
taken for a body of the enemy, and had not occasioned a mo¬ 
mentary discontinuance of the attack of the infantry, of which 

wsis a body of Cavalry, which, from its position and manoeuvres, every one sup¬ 
posed to be French. Another body of cavalry was likewise seen marching towards 
Barquilla, upon the road which comes from Valdespino, and no doubt was 
entertained that these also were French. This die v off our attention from the 
infantry', anti the ifith ~nd luissars advanced towards the cavalry that were near 
Barquilla, which, except the first mentioned party of French dragoons, proved 
to be the squadron of the 14th from Aldea del Obispo. Still, no doubt was 
entertained that those coming by the Valdespino road were French, but they 
turned out to be Captain Grnbon's squadron of lmssars, who had hceu placed 
at night in the farm net ween Villa de Oiervo and Barquilla, in order to cut off 
the enemy s retreat. About the same time, a patrole from tin* Gallegos road 
brought the report of some squadrons of cavalry having entered Alameda. 

* Whilst this was passing, the 14th had come out of the defile; ami 1 am 
informed by Major Ilarvey that the following circumstances took place. • 

* Colonel Talbot, after the first squadron was forimul, charged the square with¬ 
out effect, and was killed; and whilst Major Harvey wat forming the other 
two, he received an order from Colonel Arenstscbildi to march off from the left 
to oppose the cavalry near Barquilii which he also supposed to he French. 
The enemy's infantry, continuing its march, g it into Ccsmiro, which was too 
near to the enemy’s position for it to he possible for me to think of attacking it, 
particularly as we were now convinced that. Ciudad Rodrigo had l’.dlen; although 
five companies of the Doth, and tlnee of tin: 52nd, were in reserve between t’as- 
tillejo and Barquilla. 

‘ We took two officers and twenty nine dragoons, as your Lordship knows. 
Our loss you are also acquainted with. 

II. ClUUFUHl). 

Return of tin number of /v if led, lVonnded % ami Ahssiny of 7 detachment of the 
Army under the Command o f his Excellency Lieut. (ivneral Viscount H e/lintf- 
ton, A. 11., in the affair near l ilia de Rucrco , on the 12/A July. 181*'. 

* Head Quarter.., Alverca, 1 hh July, 1810. 
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this body availed itself to withdraw into the woods, and to 
retire upon Cesmiro. 

* Youiv Lordship will observe that the attempt to carry off 
this patrole was made between the Agueda and the Coa, im¬ 
mediately in front "of the enemy’s army; and could succeed 
only by a coup de main. I enclose the return of our loss 
upon this occasion. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool. v ‘ Wellington. 

C- 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right lion, 
the Commander in Chief. 

‘ Sir, ‘Alver'ia, 13th July, 1810. 

‘ I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which 1 
have written to the Secretary of State, in which I have in¬ 
formed him of the surrender of Ciudad Rodrigo. 

‘ The army has for some time been cantoned in this part 
of the country, in such situations as were most likely to afford 
accommodation and provisions to the troops, from whicli I 
could assemble it with convenience, if I had found it prac¬ 
ticable to undertake any operation for the relief of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, which place it was obvious that the enemy intended 
to attack. 

* The advanced posts under General Craufurd were in front 
of Almeida, between the Agueda and the Coa, and along the 
Azava, which runs into the former river between Gallegos and 
Marialva; and 1 had occupied the Spanish fort of La Concep¬ 
tion, with a view to General Craufurd s more secure commu¬ 
nication wjth Almeida, and to cover the assembly of the army 
beyond the Coa, if that measure should appear to be desirable. 

‘ Affairs remained in this situation till the 4th July, when 
the enemy crossed the Azava in force, and obliged General 
Craufurd to retire upon La Conception. Upon this occasion 
Captain Kraucheuberg and Lieutenant Cordemahn, at the 
head of a squadron of the 1st Hussars of -die Legion, dis¬ 
tinguished themseivcs; and the 3rd battalion of Portuguese 
Caqadores, under Lieut. Colonel Elder, had an opportunity of 
showing their steadiness. The posts of General Craufurd were 
then extended along and in front of the l>os Casas; and he 
occupied La Conception and the neiglibouring village with his 
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advanced guard; and the enemy occupied Gallegos, Cesmiro, 
&c. on this side the Agueda and the Azava, with their pinuets. 

‘ On the 11th in the morning Brigadier General Craufurd 
made an attempt to carry off one ot the enemy’s patroles, 
which for some days had been in the habit of going at daylight, 
to Villa del Puerco. I enclose the copy of Brigadier General 
Craufurd’s report upon this affair, which could succeed only 
by a coup da main, and the rapidity of the attack, and was 
successful so far as that the whole of the cavalry were taken 
prisoners. There is also every reason to be satisfied with the 
conduct of the officers and troops which charged the infantry. 

* The loss of Lieut. Colonel Talbot, of the 14th Dra¬ 
goons, who had lately commanded that regiment, and had 
brought it to a high state of discipline and order, is much to 
be regretted. 

‘ The small body of the enemy’s infantry which formed part 
of the enemy’s patrole appear to have conducted thernSblves 
in the most gallant manner; but they must have shared the 
fate of the cavalry, if the Hussars, seen coming out of Bar- 
quilla, had not been taken for a body of the enemy, and had 
not occasioned a suspension of the attack, of which they availed 
themselves to retire into the woods, and thence to Cesmiro. 

‘ I enclose a list of the killed anti wounded upon this 
occasion. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &e. 

‘ The Rt. Hon. Commander in Chief.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 

‘ My dear General, ‘ Alverca, 13th July, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of tilt 12th. 

4 Your complete success on the 11th appears to have 
been prevented by a series of accidents which could not be 
avoided. I shall be obliged to you if you will direct your 
posts on the left $> report all extraordinaries to Major General 
Picton’s post on the Coa, and they might fab back upon them 
if n^cesssry. 

4 The horses sent in were all sold by auction for the benefit 
of the captors, before your letter reached me yesterday. 

‘ Have you any intelligence of the French having moved ? 
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\\ hatever may their plan, I do not understand tlieir keep¬ 
ing *> *a r gt* an army collected at Ciudad Kodrigo. 

‘ r I nereis a detachment of the Guards at Burgos, and it 
appears to be stationed bn the road, as if to protect the journey 
of Bonaparte to thrtt place. If this be true, they are waiting 
for hint; but still they would separate their army in some 

decree for the sake of subsistence. 

© 

‘ Believe me, &e. 

‘ 11 rig. Gen. R. Cravfurd? ' Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.R., to'Brigadier General 
11. Cravfurd. 

‘ My dear General, ‘ Alveiwa, 14th July, 1810. 

1 1 have received your letter dated the 12th, 7 i\m , which I 
conclude was written yesterday. 

‘ You are aware that General Slade, with the 1 loyal 
Dragoons, is on the right of Brigadier General Campbell, and 
it is desirable that the posts which you have sent to I'urcalbos 
should communicate with his post at Sabugal, and should fall 
back upon him if it should be necessary. 1 shall be obliged 
to you if you will give them directions accordingly, and write 
to General Slade. 

‘- is put under your directions, and I think that 

you will do well to send to that quarter; but 1 have no Portu¬ 
guese dragoons here. 

‘ It is said that ltegnief marched from Merida to cross the 
Tagus on the morning of the 10th, but I have not heard of his 
movement from any body on tins side. 

‘ It is strahge that the enemy have made no movement since 
the fall of Ciudad Jlodrigo. I should {dmost doubt tlieir 
being in possession of the? place, and should be inclined to be¬ 
lieve that the cessation from fire has been an agreement for a 
certain number of days, to see whether they would be relieved, 
as, whatever may be the enemy’s ultimate plan of Operations, it 
must be desirable to them at least to sic the flanks of the Coa. 

‘ I think you will do well to move your infantry to Jun<;a, 
but you had better retain all your cavalry till you shall with¬ 
draw across the Coa. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ WELLINGTON. 


1 Brig. Gen. R. Craufunl.' 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lteut. General 
Sir Stapleton Colton, Bart. 

• My dear Cotton , ‘ A1 verea, I ith .Tuly. 181 o. 

« 1 have received your letter of this day, and aru much 
obliged to you for the perusal of Cocks’* letter, which contains 
a very clear account of the events of the llth. I can show 
you Craufurd’s letter to me, which does not throw any blame 
whatever upon the 16th, and indeed I never heard a doubt 
upon the subject. 

‘ The cause of tin failure to take the infantry as well as the 
caval-y is, as CrauPird states to bo, that a body of our own 
cavalry, which I conclude were Gruben’s Hussars, were seen 
coining out of Barquilla, and were taken by mistake for the 
enemy, which stopped the attack of the rear squadrons. The 
16‘th had nothing to do with this mistake, nor probably is any 
body to blame for it. The French infantry appear to have 
behaved remarkably well, and probably were so posted that no 
efforts of cavalry could have forced them. 

‘ It would really not be fair to the 16th, to have any inquiry 
into their conduct in this affair. 1 have no doubt how it would 
turn out, but the very fact of inquiry supposes some grounds,- 
which to suppose even would lie injurious to them.. - 

‘ Vou may show them this letter if you please. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lt. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Hart: ‘Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.BT, to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of Stale . 

* My Lord, ‘Alveroa, t4th July, 1810. 

‘ I have had the honoi of receiving your Lordship’s dis¬ 
patch of the 26th June (marked D.) 

‘ The questions which your Lordship has discussed in that 
dispatch are of a political nature, with which I can have no 
concern; and I trouble your Lordship upon the subject of 
them only to point out to you, that the object of my’letter of 
the 80th May was Jiot to induce his Majesty’s Government to 
refrain from reinforcing Cadiz to any extent that might be 
deemed advisable to provide for the permanent defence of that 
important post, but to (lispose of the treops after they should 
have evacuated Portugal, in such a manner as that it would be 

* Captain the Hon.-Cocks, of the 10th light dragoons, ufferwards killed 

at Burgos. 

VOL. VI. 
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easy to reinforce Cadiz, if that measure was necessary; and 
that if the reinforcements were sent they should be well re¬ 
ceived by the inhabitants of Cadiz. 

‘ However unreasonable it may appear to his Majesty’s 
Government and io his subjects in general, and is, in fact, it 
cannot be denied that the people of Spain are by no means 
satisfied that his Majesty’s troops have taken so active a share, 
and have performed such efficient services in the war, as might 
have been expectedof'rom them; and the necessity which ex¬ 
isted of refraining from undertaking any operation for the 
relief of Ciudad ltodrigo will render this opinion more pre¬ 
valent. 

‘ It will become still more so, if it should be necessary to 

O - 

withdraw the British army from Portugal, without making an 
effort to retain our position; and the transfer of the army to 
Ca6iz, and the offer of its services for its defence after these 
events, will revive the disposition to attribute to selfish motives 
the interest which his Majesty’s Government takes in the 
security of that place. 

‘ However, these are political considerations for his Ma¬ 
jesty’s Government to decide upon. I have only thought it 
uccessafy to bring under their view the existence of these 
opinions. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

' The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ W kllington. 

' -t' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My dear Lord, ' Alvcrea, 14th July, 1810. 

‘ I have received your Lordship’s letter, marked private and 
confidential, of the 26,th June. In thk't which I wrote to 
your Lordship on the 30th of May, I did not consider General 
Graham’s feelings upommy superseding him at Cadiz, so much 
as I did< the real injustice which such a supersession would be 
to him or to any man. I am convinced that General Graham 
feels as he ought upon such a subject; but the question is not 
what he will fedi, but what it is just or expedient to do by him. 

‘ I acknowledge also that the justice of superseding General 
Graham is not the only point of this subject which I have 
considered. I think that I shall ‘myself stand iri a very awk¬ 
ward situation at Cadiz. 
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‘ First; I believe that I am the senior Captain General in 
the Spanish army, excepting C’uesta, who is gone, or going, to 
the Balearic Islands. That rank, and the claim to command 
which it would give me, I should of course waive; hut when 
your Lordship adverts to the opinions which prevail in Spain 
already respecting the operations of the British army; and to 
those which will prevail more strongly if wc should evacuate 
Portugal, without making an effort to retain our position, docs 
it not occur to you that 1 at least shall nut be a very welcome 
visitor at Cadiz ; and that the high Spanish rank which I hold 
will afford, and will be stated as the objection to me as the 
commander of the British troops in the garrison ? 

‘ Secondly, therefore, I have np disposition to offer my ser¬ 
vices where they are likely to be refused, or where the offer is 
likely to be badly received. 

‘ At the same time I repeat that I am at the disposal of the 
King’s Government, and will do what they have directed* or 
what they may think proper to direct. t 

‘ I am glad to find that the King’s Government are so 
anxious respecting the result of the contest in the Peninsula, 
in which the interests of Great Britain are undoubtedly mate¬ 
rially involved. 

‘ My last dispatches will have shown you the force which 
we have, and may expect to have, to repulse the attack of the 
enemy, who, it may he depended upon, will collect for this 
operation every thing that can be brought together. The 
head of a column of guards is at Burgos ; and I should not 
he surprised if I was to hear that Bonaparte himself had come 
into Spain to direct these operations. Indeed, the orders 
which he has already given, and other circumstances, render 
this probable. 

‘ From what I hear of Sir John Stuart, and from the re¬ 
ports which have been circulated of an intended attack upon 
Sicily, I think it probable that Sir John will not havS sent off 
the troops expectejl here as reinforcements to this army ; and 
this circumstance, and the great interest which your Lordship 
has ejjpres'ed in your last letter for the result of the contest, 
induce me to suggest to you to send out to Lisbon, as soon as 
possible alter you shall receive this letter, all the infantry whitii 
may be disposable. They might come in ships of war, which, 
if other reports of naval designs and armaments are founded, 

s 2 
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would not be useless in this part of the world ; and the troops 
might return to England as soon as the danger should be re¬ 
moved, or as Portugal should have been evacuated. 

‘ I beg to inform your Lordship that I have now three 
brigades in this army without officers of the rank of colonel 
even to command them ; that I have not a General Officer to 
spare for any service ; and that the troops from Sicily and 
America will have no General Officers with them. 

‘ Believe me, &e. 

‘ The Earl of Lirerpool: ‘ W Ellington. 

t 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.R., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ Mv DIIAR IIii.l, * Alverca, 15th July, 1810 

* I have received your letter of the 12th, and conceive that 
you are quite right respecting the position for the assembly of 
the 'troops. 

‘ f have a letter from Colonel Grant of the 13th, from which 
it appears that the enemy are about to cross the Tagus at 
Garovillas. as well as at Almaraz. 

‘ 1 have no certain intelligence of the enemy having made 
any movement since the fall of Ciudad Bodrigo, although 
there is a report that two or three divisions have marched by 
the Puerto de Perales into Estrcmadura; that is, Upper 
Estremadura. This is by no' means confirmed; and as we 
have troops and officers in that quarter, 1 do not believe it. 

‘ Believe me, &e. 

* Lieut. General Hill: ‘ W Ellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.D., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

* Sir, ‘ Alverca, ] 5tli .July, 1810. 

‘ I have received youi* letter of the 11 fit instant, containing 
one of the 7tfi from l)oin M. de Forjaz, in which he has en¬ 
closed one of the 5th June from S r de Cardozo, in which 
the latteridraws the attention of the Government ‘to the conse¬ 
quences, which lie supposes will residt from the increased con¬ 
sumption of beef in Portugal 

‘ 8 r de Cardozo has not stated any fact on which his ap¬ 
prehensions are founded ; and indeed they are entirely without 
foundation. 

‘ But, besides an omission to sttftc facts on which to found 
his conclusions, 8* de Cardozo has stated some circumstances 
which are notoriouslv unfounded. 
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‘ That of which S' dc Cardozo complains is, that for the 
last two years and a half the armies in Portugal have been con¬ 
suming the cattle destined for the agriculture of Portugal. 

1 I can only answer for the last, two years, during which 1 
positively deny that cattle for agriculture have been consumed 
bv the British army; and 1 particularly deny that in the last 
year 20,000 head of cattle, belonging to Portugal, beyond 
the usual supply, have been consumed. 

‘ The Portuguese army, being all subjects of Portugal, 
cannot have added materially to the consumption of wheat 
since they have beet formed. I cannot be so certain that the 
cattle killed for their consumption have not been those belong¬ 
ing to the agriculture of the country. 

‘ I am apprehensive that, as the Junta de Viveres do not pay 
for the provisions of the army excepting in Lisbon, notwith¬ 
standing my repeated remonstrances, till the contract for meat 
was lately entered into, the troops took cattle where they ceil Id 
find them, and that some of the agricultural cattle were killed 
for food. * 

‘ In respect to the British army, it will be recollected, from 
the month of September, 1808, till the month of April, 1809; 
the number of British troops in Portugal was but small, and 
they were all collected at Lisbon, and lived upon the markets 
of that city- When the British army was in Spain, either in 
1808, or from June, 1809, till January, 1810, it did not con¬ 
sume the cattle of Portugal. The cattle in Spain arc cheaper, 
and are easily got, and J know that none were brought from 
Portugal. Upon the return of the army into Portugal in 
January, 1810, it brought into that country not less than 
1500 head of cattle, which may probably have been more than 
the amount of its Consumption in Portugal, from April to 
June, 1809, before it entered Spain. 

‘ The extraordinary consumption of the British army, then, 
wliicn has talien place, has been from the end of January to 
this period, or for •about {jvc months. 

‘ I he average weight of the cattle is abort 450 lbs. each ; 
and the number of persons at present fed by the British Com¬ 
missariat is 38,000, wlfich would give a consumption of about 
80 a day, and would make the number consumed about. 
12,000, or iess than half due number stated by S'dir Cardozo. 
But it must be observed that some of the troops are at Lisbon, 
and-others oa ihe Spanish frontier of Alentejo ; and that it is 



r-OKTUOVL. 


1810. 


202 

probable that the former are fed from the market of Lisbon, 
and the latter by supplies from Spain. 

‘ But,in this part of the army, in which there is the greatest 
part of the consumption, I can state most positively, from my 
own knowledge, that the greater part of the cattle come from 
the Minlio and Galicia, and some from the frontiers of Cas- 
tille; and the goodness of the meat, and the small price paid, 
which* is much below the Portuguese contract price, proves that 
none of the cattle ha^c been used, or even trained, for purposes 
of agriculture. 

‘ What 1 have above stated to you, will show that there was 
no extraordinary consumption in Portugal by the British army 
before the month of January last; and it appears by the re¬ 
ports of S 1 de Cardozo himself, of the 2(?th February, that 
there were at that time in Portugal 218,000 bullocks for agri¬ 
cultural purposes, and 100,394 for food ; of which there were 
in ileira alone 02,000 for agriculture, and 17,200 for food, 
We have draun none from Beira. 

* In respect to the decrease of the agriculture of Portugal in 
the last two and a half years, having, within the last two years, 
been in almost every part of Portugal, 1 can answer for the 
fact being directly the reverse; and the large sums which have 
been spent in the country during that period, in the purchase 
of the produce of agriculture at very advanced prices, must 
have had the effect of increasing the cultivation of the country. 

‘ It is true that mean§ of transport for the armies are want¬ 
ing; hut they are not wanting because the army have con¬ 
sumed the' cattle, which would afford those means, for those 
have not, been consumed, at least ,by the British army, hut 
because the inhabitants of the country are unwilling to produce 
them, and the magistrates will not force them to produce those 
means which they have registered. But, if it were true that 
the cattle for agriculture had been consumed by the British 
army, th: amount of consumption which I havp stated, and 
which is the largest that we have known of. even if the whole 
had been taken from Beira, would not have occasioned this 
scarcity of mean!, of transport. 

* The remedy proposed by S r de Catdozo to save the'agri¬ 
cultural bullocks, and of course to increase the means Gf trans¬ 
port from the army, shows how little he has turned his mind 
to what is the peculiar duty of his office. That which he 
proposes is to issue salt meat-or rice to the troops; instead of 



1810 . 


ALVKKCA. 


263 


fresh beef. He forgets that the rice or the salt meat must be 
brought to the army on carriages; that the demand for car¬ 
riages will therefore be increased, as the bullocks which are 
given as food are driven up to it; and that ho is unable to 
furnish the number of carriages already required to feed the 
armj' with bread alone in its present position. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

• C. Smart, Esq.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

• Mv DEAR Sir, ‘ Alverca, 15th July, 1810. 

' 7 have received your letter of the lltli. The mode in 
which you propose to demand payment for the clothing de¬ 
livered to the Spaniards is very correct. 

‘ In respect to the account with the Portuguese Government, 
I enclose the state of that between the military chest and tin 
chest of the “aids’’ to tile 24th June. I think there js at 
error in the abstract which you have enclosed, of that between 
the chest of the “aids” and the Portuguese Government, 
Owiti£r to the mode in which Villiers settled the amount, the 
Portuguese Government would not be entitled to the ful 
subsidy till after the end of last year. For instance. Govern¬ 
ment agreed to pay for 20,000 men from the 1st of May, ant 
Beresford was called upon to fix upon the regiments of tin 
Portuguese army wilt) were to make up these 20,000 men 
Beresford did fix upon those regiments ; but, owing to casual¬ 
ties, deficiencies of recruiting, and other circumstances, the) 
never amounted to the number specified to be paid for; and 1 
know that Villiers conceived that the Portuguese Governmeni 
were not entitled to payment for more than the retina of thost 
regiments amounted to; and, as well as I recollect, he so stated 
in Parliament; at the same time I believe that the Portuguesi 
Government had in their service not Jess than 40,000 men. 

‘ 'Since t(je 1st of January, it has been differently arranged 
Beresford, upon^communication with me, and seeing the in¬ 
convenience and*loss winch the Portuguese | Government sus¬ 
tained by the former mode of making up the return, put int( 
the*return of the subsidised corps a number of regiments 
which •amounted then, and have alw&ys since amounted, tc 
more than 30,000 menand the Portuguese Government 
consequently, are entitle’d to the full sum which the King hat 
engaged -to*] Ay them. 
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‘ 1' rum your letter, it would appear that you had paid the 
Portuguese Government £050,441 l(k 3d., which suni, in 
addition to what Villiers had paid them, would lie more than 
their due; but I catlfbr believe that that sum is the whole 
that they have received, in cash, on account of the subsidy. 
But it appears to me that the credit side of their account 
ought to be corrected ; First, by striking from £‘341,000 the 
amount to which they are not entitled, according to Villiers’s 
mode of making up the account. Secondly, by striking from 
£'490,000 the sum of £50,000, which is the proportion of the 
subsidy for six months, allotted for the payment of the English 
officers, with which the Portuguese Government have nothing 
to do. After these deductions, I am afraid that the balance 
of £201,558 3s. 9d. will lie reduced very low indeed, and 
will scarcely admit of the payment of the army demand on 
the (jiovernment for supplies, as stated in the enclosed paper, 
amounting to £‘116,540. 

‘ The enemy have made no movement of any importance 
since the fall of Ciudad Rodrigo. They appear to have spread 
themselves a little for the convenience of supplies. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ Wellington. 

‘We have received some cargoes of Indian corn from the West¬ 
ern Islands, of which the Portuguese Government may have a 
part, if you will speak to Mr. Dunmore upon the subject.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
11. Craufurd. * ' 

‘ My dear General, ‘ Alvcrca, 16 th July, 1810. 

‘ I have received^ your letter of yesterday evening. It is 
desirable that we should hold the other sid<5 of the Coa a little 
longer, and 1 'think that, our doing so is facilitated by our 
keeping La Conception. c At the same time I do not wish 
to risk any tiling in order to remain at the other side of the 
river, or to retain that fort; and I am very anxious that when 
you leave it, it should he destroyed. I beg you, therefore, 
not to have any scruples about doing it too soon. 

‘ You may be certain, however, that 'when you do destroy 
that fort, you will be obliged to draw your cavalry into 
Almeida, &c. ; and the communication with the right of the 
Coa. excepting at that point, will he at an end. 

I wish that it was not necessary to destroy La Pdiieeption ; 
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but we found it in ruins; and no man has urged me more 
strongly to destroy it than the Marquis de la Romans. 

‘ If you have any further communication with Loison, send 
my compliments to him, and tell him that 1 gave money to the 
officers of the 1st Dragoons, and that the sum which he sent 
shall be transmitted to them. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brig. Geg. li. Crau/urd. ‘ Wellington. 

‘ It is almost certain that Regnier crosses the Tagus, and 
General Hill is about to do the same. 

‘ Silveira writer me that he had been informed that Serras, 
who commands the corps which had been formed north of the 
Duero, had beer ordered to attack Puebla de Sanabria, and 
to examine his position at IJraganza.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Crau/urd. 

‘ Mv dear General, ‘ Alverca, 17th July, 1810. 

‘ I enclose a letter from Romana, which I opened. The 
enemy arc certainly crossing the Tagus, and Hill has got his 
corps at Alpalhal) to cross likewise. 

* I have a letter from Lc Cor of the 16th, in which he gives 
me an account from a Spanish officer that the enemy had 
4000 men, with artillery, at Banos; I conclude, to protect 
and assist the passage of Regnier. 

• Believy me, &c. 

• Brig. Gen. R. Crau/urd.’ ‘ W ELLINGTON. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Crau/urd. 

* Mv dear General, ‘Alverca, 18tli July, 1810. 

‘ The enemy appear to have moved a detachment of about 
4000 men from their left towards {Canaveral and Coria, ap¬ 
parently wjth a view to protect Regnier’s passage of the • 
Tagus. 1 do liyt think they went by Perales. 

‘ I have a letter from Salvaterra, stating that a part of 
Regnier’s corps had passed the Tagus on the 14th. Although 
this*intelligence is probable, 1 do no. believe it. is strictly true. 

T think, however, that both General Hill and he must tie across 
the river by this time. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ Wellington 


‘ Brig. Gc...Ri'Cmu/urd. 
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* Can you get any intelligence whether the enemy are making 
any preparations at Ciudad Rodrigo for the siege of Almeida?’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Alverea, 18th July, 1810. 

‘ The enemy, according to all the intelligence which I have 
received, having most probably brought his corps across the 
Tagus, I think it likely that this letter will find you on this 
side likewise. >' 

‘ My letter, and the memorandum of the 2nd instant, took 
but one view of the subject, viz., the probability that, as soon 
as the siege of Ciudad Rodrigo would be concluded, the enemy 
would endeavor to penetrate into Portugal, without making 
the siege of Almeida, which event must, however, be contem¬ 
plated. 

‘ If they propose to undertake the siege of Almeida, it is 
probitble that Regnier, instead of manoeuvring upon Gastello 
Branco, will take to his right at once from Curia, or will enter 
Portugal, and will then proceed to bis right by Monsanto anti 
Penamacor. The enemy’s object will probably be to dislodge 
us from Guarda. 

* If you should find that Regnier, leaving you at Gastello 
Branco or Idanba Nova, moves to his right, 1 wish you to 
move immediately upon Atalaya, and send Le Cor forward 
to Coria, to keep your communication with us at Guarda. 
You will be prepared to move the following day to Belmonte, 
and thence to Guarda, where you will join the army; but, 
upon these movements, I shall instruct you further hereafter. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lit„t. General Hill.' » l ‘Wellington. 

Lieut. Ventral Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the lion. G. Berkeley 

t l< 

‘ Mv dear Sir, ‘ Alveyca, 18th July, 1810. 

| I have received your letters of the IStn. I propose to 
write again to my brother respecting the Bayona Islands, as 
I am convinced that the ‘Spaniardsi will • not do there whit is 
necessary, either so ,expeditiously, or so .well, as wo shall. 
Would any advantage result from,, the possession*of one of 
the Faro Islands?. This is the point to which Government 
hag dra wn my attend-on ' - 
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< We have found some water on the Berlings, and I have 
desired them to persevere in their endeavors. 

« I am much obliged to you for the measures you have 
adopted respecting the hay. 

• I write for Cadiz by the post which leaves this on Friday 
morning, and arrives at Lisbon on Sunday afternoon. 

• Nine ships are fully enough for our purpose at Figueira. 
The hospital ships will still ply backwards and forv.ards as 
you before proposed. 

‘ I refer you to Mr. Stuart for an account of the state of 
afla’rs here. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Vice Admiral- ‘ Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Be, he ley. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Loro, » * Alvcrca, 18th July k l810. 

‘ The enemy have made no movement of any importance in 
this quarter since the surrender of Ciudad* Rodrigo. The 
greater part of their army continues near that place, with their 
advanced guard at Gallegos; and they have extended their 
right to San Felices on the Agucda ; and they have detached a 
division of about 4000 men to their left, towards Coria and 
Flascncia, apparently to aid the movement of the 2nd corps 
d’arniee across the Tagus. 

• This corps returned to Merida after it had obliged General 
Imas to retire; and broke up from thence again on the 10th, 
and moved towards the different passages of the Tagus, in 
conformity with the orders which had been received from the 
Emperor, as appears by the intercepted dispatch which 1 trans¬ 
mitted to your Lo'iiship on the 3rd of July. 

‘ Notwithstanding the repeated requests which 1 had made 
to the Spanish authorities to removc,or secure the boats on the 
ferries, I hgve reason to believe that the enemy foufd those at* 
every ferry; atuj by the last accounts they were passing at all 
the ferries between Almaraz and Alconeta. 

‘ They protected this operation by the occupation of the 
Salor; so that it was impossible to attempt to interrupt it with¬ 
out incurring the ri 4 «k of being too late on this side of the Tagus. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill lips orders to pass that river at Villa 
Velba, as soon as he shall find that Regnier’s movement is de¬ 
cided , a id I hope that he is by this time at Castello Branco. 
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* I have besides formed a corps de reserve upon the Zezere, 
near Thomar, under the command of Major General Leith. 

* A detachment from the enemy’s corps at Seville attacked 

General Ballesteros«in the Sierra Morena, on the same day that 
General I mas was attacked by General Itegnier. General Bal¬ 
lesteros retired, as he reports, without loss. The French corps 
continued iu the Sierra Morena, occupying Monasterio; and 
by the 'accounts of the 15th from Badajoz, it appears that the 
banks of the Guadiana had been entirely abandoned by the 
enemy. < 

‘ No movement of importance had been made in the north ; 
but General Serras, who commands the troops which are sta¬ 
tioned between Zamora and Leon, had received orders to attack 
the Spanish detachment under General Taboada, which was at 
Puebla de Sanabria; and to ascertain the strength of the Por¬ 
tuguese detachment at Braganza. 

* I, have received no intelligence from Cadiz since the 26th 
of last month. 

' ‘ 1 have the honor to be, &e. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

• My Lord, ‘ Alverca, 18th July, 1810. 

‘ I enclose returns of the number of battalions, and squa¬ 
drons, and companies of arlillory in each of the eight corps com¬ 
posing the French army in Spain and Catalonia, which 1 have 
extracted from a book lately intercepted, with the letter of 
which the.enclosed is a copy. 

• Each of the battalions ought to be reel oned 600 effective 
men; the returns of the Oil) and 8th corps d’armee show that 
the battalions in those corps are stronger; and the squadrons 
.might to he reckoned 100 each. The artillery and others,at¬ 
tached to each corps d’armee would make an addition of about 
2000 men to each of those corps not equipped for a siege; 
and of above 300Q,to those corps which are so equipped. 

‘ Besides these corps there is a division,of Guards at Burgos 
which amounts to 7200 tnen, of which I have the returns. 

‘It does not appear that there were any other .troops on 
their march into Spain at the date of this book, nor any dis¬ 
posable for this service, excepting a corps of abquf 40 bat- 
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talions, which had been collected at, and in the neighbourhood 
of Nantes. 

* I would beg leave to draw the attention of his Majesty’s 
Government in a particular manner to this Hook. It is entitled, 

“ Emplacement des Troupes de l’Empire Ftancais a 1’ epoque 
du L er Juin, 1810. A Paris, de l’linprimerie Imperiale.” 

‘ It contains the distribution ut the moment of the whole 
French Army, in all the dependencies of the empire; and it 
would be a most useful document to 1ms Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment. It is obvidtisly one of an official and secret nature, but 
I should imagine “that it would not be difficult to procure a 
copy of this book every month at the time it is printed. 

‘ From the inspection which I have given to this book, it 
does not appear that the French Government had it in their 
}lower to reinforce their army in Spain to any greater extent, 
by sending fresh regiments or battalions. The whole Nrmy ' 
appears disposed of, in situations from which they could not be 
withdrawn without inconvenience; with the exception of the 
corps at Nantes. All the Dragoons and the greater part of the 
Hussars and Chasseurs are already in Spain ; and there remain 
only the heavy cavalry in the other dependencies of the Empire. 

‘ The Guards are not included in this book; nor I imagine 
a body of French troops'employed as Guards with the King 
of Spain. * 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ 'fhe Earl of Liverpool: * Wellington. 

Lieut. General Vucognt Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
B. Craufurd. 

‘ Mv hear General, • ‘ Alvorca, 19th July, 1810. 

‘ I have nothing new to tell you this day. Le Cor writes 
from Castello Branco on the 18th, that the enemy arrived at 
Curia on the 17th, whether from Castille or the Tagus he does 
not say. lie says that it is reported ltegnier’s headquarters 
were to be 'at Plasencia, so that I suppose the troops at Coria 
are those from CJustillc.* 

* From Badnjoz I learn that Regnier was still at Caceres on 
the JL4th. or 15th, and it was not believed that he was about to 
cross the Tagus. Mill was at Alpalhao on the Kith, and Le 
Cor had not heard"yesterday of bis having passed the Tagiis. 

■ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Wellington. 


‘ Brig. Gen. B Craufurd. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

* My dear Hill, ‘ Alverca, 19th July 1810. 

• I have just received your letter of the 16th The infor¬ 
mation which I ha<e received of the enemy's motions on the 
Tagus is the same as yours. It is probable that they have 
passed, or are about to pass, but it is by no means.certain. 

‘ The letters from Badajoz of the 15th say that the head 
quarters had not yet left Caceres, which is possible; but I 
must observe upon the Badajoz intelligence that it must be 
older than that which you have. « 

‘ Regnier was certainly ordered by the Emperor to cross 
the Tagus, with a view to aid in the operations against Ciudad 
Rodrigo; and be began his march long before he heard of the 
fall of that place. That event may have stopped it; and it is 
• well*fchat you should be cautious in your movements, till you 
shalhbe tolerably certain of his. * 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ IAeut. Gen. Hill:' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington. K.B., to the Bight lion. 

Henry Wellesley. 

• My dear Henry, ‘ Alverca, 19th July, 1810. 

4 The French have made no movement of importance since 
I wrote to you last. They have extended to their right as 
far as San Felices on the Agueda, probably with a view to 
procure subsistence more easily; and they have extended to 
their left to the neighbourhood of Coria and Plasencia. This 
last movejnent appears to have been intended to protect tile 
passage of the Tagup by Regnier. ( 

‘ I informed you in \ny last letter that he had received 
orders from the Emperor to cross the Tagus. After bis 
^operations against Imas were concluded he returned to Merida; 
and broke*up from thence again on the 10th, and'moved his 
corps to Caceres, and sent a dctachmcr.t by 'J^ruxillo to Jarai- 
cejo. The Spaniards, notwithstanding my repeated repre¬ 
sentations on this subject, had all the boats at the different 
ferries unsecured; and, he has made demonstrations of an 
intehtion to pass at all the ferries from Almaraz to Alcantara. 
But I have not yet heard that he has■ actually passed ; and it 
is not impossible that this movement, which was intended to 
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facilitate the operations against Ciudad Rodrigo, has been 
suspended since the fall of that place. However, if this be 
the case, I cannot understand for what reason the French have 
allowed nine days to pass, since that eVentf without doing any 
thing. * 

‘ I was always certain that the fall of Ciudad Rodrigo 
would be a most unfortunate circumstance, and would be 
highly injurious to us. Hut I never expected that tin’s event 
would make such an impression on thp inhabitants of Cas- 
tille, as it appears to have made; ami I am therefore appre¬ 
hensive that the majority of them, with their usual blind 
confidence in walls, and in their own prowess, have lodged their 
moveable property in the place, and that the whole is lost. 
In no other way can I account for the sullen silence which 
they have adopted towards us since the place has fallen. We 
have not received a letter from Spain, or any intelligence’, for ’ 
the last ten days; and the officers who are out on the flanks 
of the arpiy tell me, that not only they can get no intelligence, 
but can scarcely procure any body to carry their letters. This 
is not encouraging. 

‘ 1 have had no further accounts of the enemy’s movements 
in Galicia since they arrived at Castropol. Serras had been 
ordered to attack Taboada at Puebla de Sanabria, and to look 
at the position of the Portuguese at Braganza; but he had 
not obeyed this order on the 17th. 

‘ Mortier attacked Ballesteros in jhe Sierra Morena on the 
same day that Regnier attacked I mas, and obliged Ballesteros 
to retire. • 1 believe’ that Morticr’s corps remained in the 
Sierra Morena as far a\ Monasterio, although the people of 
Badajoz say that he is gone from Seville to Cordova! 

‘ The same orde' which directed Rfgnier to cross the Tagus, 
directed Mortier to come into Estremadura ;• b it I believe 
if that part of the order is obeyed, as it is intended it should, 
the*French* will be obliged to evacuate Andalusia altogether. 

* I have latent received the “ Emplacement ” of the French 
army on the lst*of June, 1810, from which I have extracted 
the state of their forces in Spain and Catalonia I inclose a 
return of the number of battalions *of infantry, of squadrons 
of cavalry, and of. companies of artillery, which they had in 
each corps d'armee on ^ho 1st of June; to which ought to be 
added 7200 Imperial guards, either at or on this side i of 
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Burgos; and the French troops, composing the guards of the 
King of Spain, amounting to about 4000 or 5000. 

‘ Fach battalion must be reckoned 000 effectives, each 
squadron 100 effectives, and each company of artillery 100 
effectives. The battalions, &c., of the corps in my front are 
stronger, but there are some of these lately come from France, 
and great pains have been taken to reinforce these two corps. 
But you will observe that all this gives a force of not less than 
240,000 men, beside? gendarmes, sapeurs, &c., &e., who 
add to the strength of their armies. * 

‘ The army in Catalonia is composed 'entirely of foreign 
troops, and there are a great many foreigners in the 4th corps. 
‘ I inclose the return* of the regiments and battalions com- 

* litat Central lie F Annie Fran?aise en Espagne. 1 Jiiin, IS10. 


Corps V \rmce ct Gcnoraux. 

Nomhre do 
Itutaillous. 

Nombre- d’ 

ii scut Irons. 

Comp. 

iI’Aitillerie. 

Observations. 

_ . .*. - 

1. Corps d’Armee, 1 
Marichal Victor. 1 

32 

20 

17 

before Cadiz. 

2. Corps d'Annee, 1 
General Regnier. ( 

29 

18 

17 

in Estreinadura. 

3. Corps il’Armee, 1 
Gfcneral Suchet. f 

32 

8 

27 

in Aragon and Valencia, 

4. Corps d'Armee, 1 
Marechal Rlortier. J 

27 

24 

9 

in the Sierra Morena. 

5. Corps d’Arraic, 1 
General Sebastiani. J 

24 

20 

11 

in Andalusia. 

fi. Corps d’Armtr, ) 
Marechal Ney. J 

37 . 

16 

24 

Ciudad Rodrigo. 

8. Corps d’Armie, » 
Ginferal Junot. f 

32 

32 

7 

Ciudad Rodrigo. 

Arm6e de Catalogue, i 
Marshal Macdonald.) 

58 

21 

26 

in Catalonia. 

Division 1 Bonnet. 

16 

1 

1 

in Asturias. 

- Dessolles. 

6 12 

— 

2 

f lear Madrid, 
at Zamora. 

Arriere Garde. 


— 

— 

Reserve. 


lb 

— 

attached to Ney’s corps. 

En garnison. 

17 

& 

38 

j Total 

m 


179 

< 


In this acrount the Imperial guards, at and near Burgos, 7200 men, and 
the King of Spain's guards, 4000 or 5000 men, not included. 

N.B. There is more French artillery in tht; 1st corps, and more foreign ar¬ 
tillery in tlje 4tli and 8th, that; is mentioned in the litat General*. 

“The detail of the divisions, brigades, regiments, and battalions,'with their 
generals, colonels, &c., accompanies this Kt at'General, but has been omitted, 
being too voluminous. . 
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posing the 1st, 4th, ami 5th corps, which are in Andalusia, 
and tlie division Dessoles, which was there, and may be there 
still, although I have heard that it had approached Madrid. 

‘ Ever yours, most affecfionately, 

‘ Rt. Hon. Henry Wellesley. * Wellington. 

1 The return of the artillery in these corps has not been 
extracted so correctly as that of the infantry and cavalry. 
There is some foreign artillery in the 4t|i and 8th corps, and 
in the army of Catalonia, not included; and, 1 think, some 
French artillery with the first corps.’ 


Lieut. General Vuteount Wellington. K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My dkak Hill, ‘ Alverca, 20th July, 1810. 

‘ I have received this morning your letter of the 17ih, jnd 
I reckon that you will arrive this day at Castello Branco. , 

‘ I have no doubt whatever that ltegnier has crossed the 
Tagus; and the enclosed copies of reports from our outposts 
will show you that his route is most probably towards Ciudad 
ltodrigo. 

‘ If your intelligence should confirm that which I enclose, 
or does not contradict it, you had better move in the morning 
to Atalaya. . 

‘ I do not know how Le Cor’s troops are posted ; if he has 
any on the left of Castello Branco, they might come on far¬ 
ther than Atalaya, to keep up your communication with us 
by Guarda.. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill. ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 

H. Wellesley. „ 

‘ Mv* dear Heniiy, ‘ Alverea, 20th «*uly, 1810. 

‘ Since I wrote *o you yesterday 1 have received intelligence 
that Regnier has crossed the Tagus, and is at Plaseneia. 

‘ 1 have jilso received intelligence that the French in Asturias, 
who had moved forward fo Castropo 1 , on the frontiers of 
Galicia,*h»d retired Tigain. ' 

* ‘ Ever jtours, most affectionately, 

• The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley.' ‘"WEllington. 

vo’h, w 


T 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Alverca, 20t.li July, 1810. 

‘ I have heard ‘that the Bishop of Plasencia is going to 
Lisbon; and as we received great civilities from him when we 
were there last year, 1 shall be very much obliged to you if 
you will show him any attention that may be in your power. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
It. Craufurd. 

‘ My dear General, ‘ Alverca, 2 1st July, 1810. 

‘ 1 am much obliged to you for your letter of yesterday 
evening. I have heard from Hill, who was at Sarnadas oil 
theJOth. 

‘ 1 enclose the copy of a report from Captain Grant from 
Pcnamacor of yesterday evening. Le Cor tells me that rations 
have been demanded at Zarza, but I imagine for the troops at 
Morale),a. 

' I have a letter from Silveira of the 111th, in which he tells 
me that 10,000 men had passed ,Ledesma for Zamora from 
Ciudad Rodrigo. I think that he has got this intelligence 
from Dubrawa, and there is reason to believe that it is not true. 

‘ I hear that there is a large quantity of cannon at Gallegos, 
but I do not know whether it is of a large size. 

‘ Believe nie, &c. 

‘ Brig. Gen. Craufurd.’ 1 Wellington. 

i 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
, R. Craufurd. 

* My dear General, i- ‘ Alverca, 8 p.m. 22nd July, 1810. 

‘ I wdiit to General Campbell this day, for which reason I 
did not write to you by the parte. , <. 

‘ I have a letter from General Hill froin Castello Branco 
yesterday. It Appears that Regnier’s corps was, on the 20th, 
still at Coria and Moraleja, and‘-there was a detachment at 
Cbclavin, and there were other reasons for believing that they 
were to move upon Zibreira. I digve ordered t\Vo battalions 
to support vour' flanks ; but I am not desirous of engaging 
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an affair beyond the Coa. Under these circumstances, if you 
are not covered from the sun where you are, would it nj>t be 
better that you should come to this side with your infantry at 
least? 1-ct me know how your division is •situated as soon as 
you can, and I will answer you by the parte to-morrow, or 
earlier. 

* I have a letter from Silveira of yesterday,—nothing^new. 

• Believe me, &c. 

* Brig. Gen. Craufurd: 4 Wellington. 

IJeut. General Viscount. Wellington, KM., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

1 My i.ear Sir, 4 Alverca, 2.1rd July, 1810. 

4 I received your letter of the 18th yesterday morning. 
I have no objection to the regulation respecting the boats on 
the Tagus, which appears calculated to carry into execu^on 
that which was before passed. There is nothing new lyre. 
The enemy have made no movement of importance within 
these few davs, excepting a strong reconnaissance on the 21st, 
which induced (General Craufurd to blow up La Conception, 
and to collect his advanced guard near Almeida. 

‘ Regnier’s movements have not vet decidedly indicated whe¬ 
ther he is to join Massena, or act separately in Lower lleira; 
but Mill ism) this side of the Tagus, and at Atalaya, within two 
marches of our right. 1 do not yet know whether they propose 
to attack Almeida : i should think not; particularly as Regnier’s 
moVeincnts rather indicate a march towards Costello Branco. 
I think the accounts of.the French force, in niv dispatch of last 
Wednesday, are quite correct. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

4 C. Stuart, Esq.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, to Brigadier General 
It. Craufurd. t 

‘ My dear (xKM FkAL, t 4 Alverca, 23rd July, 1810. 

4 1 received in flic .night your letter of the 22nd. 1 have 

been much annoyed by tire foolish conversatftms and reports 
and pMvate letters, about thfe L6th LiJlit Dragoons. General 
Cotton wwHe fo me. shortly after the affair of the lltli, to 
request that*the conduct qf 4hat regiment might he inquired 
into; to which I replied, that in your report you had not made 

r 2 
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any charge against the 10th, and that it would not be just 
towards that regiment to make their conduct the object of 
inquiry, for a failure which appeared to me to have been pro¬ 
duced by various “unfortunate accidents, which could not be 
prevented. 

‘ Two or three days afterwards General Cotton came here 
and told me that he had traced some of these reports and con¬ 
versations to General-. Upon which I had General- 

and him before me:, after having pointed out to the former 
the inconvenience and impropriety of a person in his situation 
circulating any reports about the troops, I 1 declared my deter¬ 
mination, if I heard any more of it, to oblige him to come for¬ 
ward with a charge against the Kith. So the matter stands 
here. 


‘ In respect to the business itself, it appeared to me from 
thff first, that it would and must have succeeded, notwithstand¬ 
ing* the gallantry and steadiness of the French infantry, if 
various accidents had not prevented the execution of the plan, 
as first formed ; and I have stated this, as my opinion, in the 
report which I have made upon the business. 

‘ Your own report points out clearly the variations from the 
original plan, and the different accidents which occurred in the 
execution, among which, certainly,'must be classed the charge 
of the 1st squadron of the 10th, to the left of the Ilussars; 
and the delay between the first charge by Talbot, owing to 
the 1st and 2nd squadrons of the Kith having gone off after 
the cavalry. But even then the infantry would not have got 
away, if the squadrons coining out of Barquilla had not been 
taken for the enemy. 

‘ 1 can only s;\y that. 1 have never seen an attack by our 
troops in which similar, if not greater, accidents and mistakes 
have not occurred,and in whieji orders have not been given, for 
which no authority had* proceeded from the Commander, and 
in which there were not corresponding accidents! and failures. 
This is to be attributed to the inexperience of our Officers, and 
I must add, to'some good qualities in them, as well as in the 
troops. ' 

* All Ibis would i>ot much signify! if our Staff and other ' 


officers would mind their bittiness, instead of writing flews and 
keeping coffee houses. But a#soon*as,an accident happens, every 
man yvho can write, and who has a friend who can read, sits down 
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to write his account of what he does not know, and his com¬ 
ments on what he does not understand, and these are diligently 
circulated and exaggerated by the idle and malicious, of whom 
there are plenty in all armies. The consequence is that 
officers and whole regiments lose their reputation, a spirit of 
party, which is the bane of all armies, is engendered and fo¬ 
mented, a want of confidence ensues ; and there is no character, 
however meritorious, and no action, however glorious, which 
can have justice done to it. I have hitherto been so fortunate 
as to keep down this spirit in this army, and I am determined 
to persevere. 

‘ respect to the Ifith Light Dragoons, they appear in this 
affair to have conducted themselves with the spirit and alacrity 
of soldiers. They failed in the intelligence, and coolness, and 
order, which can be acquired only by experience; but. it would 
be too hard to impute to them, alone, the failure of complete 
success, which may he traced likewise to other nccklental'cir- 
eumstances; and it would be equally cruel to allow the repu¬ 
tation of this regiment to be whispered aua\ by ignorance, 
idleness, and slander. You and I agree entirely upon the whole 
matter, and I have gone into this detail, just to explain to you 
what lias passed here, and upon what principle I have acted. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Krig. Gen. R. Cruufurd.' ‘ WliLUNOrON. 

hicul. General Viscount Wellington, K*B., to Lieut. General Hilt. 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Alverca, 23rd July, 1810. 

‘ 1 have received your letter of the 22nd, and I conclude 
that you are now at Atalaya. 

‘ Regnier s moveinents are by no means decided, but I am 
rather inclined to believe that,lie will move by Zibveira, &c. 
upon Castello Branco. If he should^ you must move direct 
from Atalaya upon Sarzedas. Have the roads examined from 
Atalaya to Sarzedas. If. lie should come through Perales, I 
shall order you to*Bel monte. 

‘ 1 liavti also received your letter of tlie^lst. I do not 
believe that ltegnier hits more than lo,000 men, of which not 
more than 11,000 t>r 12,000 are infantry. 

‘ In respe. t to Fane’s cavalry, I think you will find it useless, 
anti even hurthensonie to feed in the mountains, and 1 reconj- 
meud to yt.t; nht to take*it. 
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lhe enemy have made no movement of an y importance; 
and ,1 cannot judge exactly whether they mean to attack Al¬ 
meida or not. Tlie parte leaves this every day at twelve. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

Lieut. General Hill: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington. K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ Mv dear Sir, * ‘ Alverea, 23rd July, 1810. 

‘ 1 have received your letter of the 18th “and the number of 
hospital ships which you have sent to Figiicira will be quite 
sufficient. 

‘ Do you know whether we have any transports at Cadiz ? 
Because the Marquis de la Ilomana is looking for means to 
get off from hence, if we should be obliged to go. 

1 Believe me, &c. 

• vice Admiral • ‘ Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
It. Craufurd. 

* Mv dear General, ‘ Alverea, 24th .July, 1810. 

‘ I received in the night your letter of yesterday evening. 
The enemy’s posts at Cilleros" and Valverde del Fresno indi¬ 
cate nothing but a desire to communicate with the main body 
of the army. 

‘ 1 believe I omitted to tell you that I had got lately the 
emplacement of the whole French army'ofthe 1st'June, which 
is a very curious document, and gives a tolerable notion of 
their whole force, in Spain, which is not less than 250,000 
men. But I do not think they have means of reinforcing it 
much farther." 

‘ This document, together with the returns which I have of 
the Fretich corps in our front, gives me a knowledge of the 
names of all the principal officers,,.&c. employed with those 
corps; and any paper which may fall into your hands, such as 
a requisition upon a village, signed by an Oflicer or Commis¬ 
sary, would be of uscyto me, as it'.wouid serve to show id some 
degree their disposition, and would aid other information. 

‘ 1 have observed that the French are singularly accurate 
iji preserving thgdifferent corps d'armee in the order in which 
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they are first arranged in the line of battle. The corps of 
Ney, Soult, Mortier, Victor, and Sebastiani are at this moment 
in the same situation, in respect to each other, that they held 
before the battle of Talavera; and Jui.ot’s corps has come in, 
and lias been placed upon the right of the whole. 

‘ Knowing the names of tiie officers, the numbers of the 
regiments and battalions, and the names of the commissaries 
attached to each corps, and the general order in which they 
stand in the line, the name of any person making a requisition, 
in any place, must aid me in forming an opinion of the dispo¬ 
sition of the army. 

* Hill is at Atalaya, but 1 have no letter from him of this 
morning. The 4th and 6th Chasseurs will he at Valvcrde and 
Aldea Nueva to-morrow, at your disposition. 

£ Believe me, &c. 

* Brig. Gen, !!. Craufurd. ‘ Wellington, 

‘ 2 p.m. I have heard both from Pinhcl and Valverdc»that 
there was firing in your front as late as nine this morning 
but 1 conclude that I should have heard from you, if it had 
been serious.’ 

Lieu/. General Viscount Wellington, K.Il ., to Brigadier General 
P. Craufurd. 

' Alverca, 24tli July, 1810 

‘ Mv dicar General, £ before :.i p.m. 

‘ I have just received Captain Campbell’s note written at 
.eleven. I think that you had better retire upon Carvalhal, 
holding Valvcrde, ami the heights upon the Coa only by your 
piquets, and communicate with the left of the Pinhcl with 
General I’icton. If you still have the left bank of die Coa, 
send to General Campbell's post at Castelio Bom, to retire 
upon the main body, and to communicate the same order to 
that at Castelio .Mendo. # 

, ‘ Believe me, &e. 

* Brig. Gen. R. Crayfurd.’ ‘ W ELLINGTON. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 

, Secretary of Stale. 

« Mv Loud, ‘ Alverca, 25th July, 1810. 

‘ The cavalry attached to General Craufurd’s advanced 
guard remained in the villages near the Fort of La Concep- 
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tion, till the 21st instant, when the enemy obliged it to retire 
towards Almeida, and the Fort of La Conception was again 
destrtjyed. This fort had been destroyed by the French when 
they were in possession of Almeida, in the year 1808, at the 
time the Spaniard# manifested the first symptoms of their de¬ 
sire to resist the yoke of the French Government; and it had 
been repaired by my directions when I deemed it expedient to 
occupy it. It has now been left in the situation in which I 
found it. 

* From the 21st till yesterday morning Brigadier General 
Craufurd continued to occupy a position near Almeida, with 
his left within eight hundred yards of the Fort, and his right 
extending towards Jun<;a. The enemy attacked him in this 
position yesterday morning shortly after daylight, with a very 
large body of infantry and cavalry, and the Brigadier General 
ret'red across the bridge over the Coa. 

‘ In this operation, I am sorry to say that the troops under 
his command suffered considerable loss. 

‘ For various reasons it had been desirable to keep open the 
communication with Almeida and with the right of the Coa 
as long as was possible; but it was not intended to risk an 
affair or any loss for that object. The enemy had approached 
too near, however, before the retreat across the river was 
effected. 

‘ The enemy afterwards made three efforts to storm the 
bridge over the Coa, in all of which they were repulsed. 

* l am informed that throughout this trying day the Com; 
manding Officers of the 43rd, 52nd, and 95th regiments, Lieut. 
Colonel Beckwith, Lieut. Colonel Barclay, anil Lieut. Colonel 
Hull, and all the officers and soldiers of these excellent regi¬ 
ments, distinguished themselves. In Lieu.. Colonel Hull, who 
was killed, his Majesty has lost an able and deserving officer. 

* Brigadier General Craufurd lias also noticed the steadiness 
of the 3rd regiment of Ca<;adorcs, under the command of Lieut. 
Colonel Elder. 

„ ■» 

‘ Since yesterday the enemy have made .10 movement; and 
I imagine that '.hey intend to attack Almeida. 

* Since I addressed your Lordship last, General liegnier has 
crossed the Tagus with his whole corps, and has been established 
at Curia and l’lascncia. 1 have received a report, that on the 
23rd he had moved about 1500 men to Zarza la Mayor, from 
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which I conclude that his line of operations will be distinct 
from that of the other two corps. 

‘ General Hill has also crossed the Tagus, and is now at 
Atalaya, from whence he can either be joined to this army, or 
can be thrown in front of General Regnier. 

1 The enemy has now no troops in lower Estrcmadura, and 
1 have not heard of their making any movement in the 
north of Spain. 

• I have not heard from Cadiz since the 26th of last month. 

* I have the honor to be, &c. 

• The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ W ELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.D., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


‘ My Lord, ‘ Alverca, 2atli .July. ,1810^ 

• ‘ I have the honor to enclose t he copy of General Crai^'urd’s 
report of the affair of the advanced guard with the enemy 
yesterday, and adverted to in my dispatch «f this date ; and 
tile return of killed and wounded upon the occasion.* 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

• The Earl of Liverpool.' 1 Wellington. 

* t'riifintur Genera/ It. Cruujrrtl In His t''..reetlene>j Lieut. General 
l ixconnt Wellington, h~.ll. 

• My Lono. ‘ Carvallial, 25th July, 1810. 

* X have the honor to report to your Lordship, that yesterday morning the 

enemy advanced to attack the Light Division, with between .'1000 and 4000 
cavahy, a considerable number of guns, and a large body of infantry. 

‘ On the first appearance of the heads of their columns, the cavalry and 
brigade of attiliery attached to the division advanced to support the picquets, 
and Captain Koss, wi h four guns, was for some time engaged with those at¬ 
tached to the enemy’s cavalry, which were i f much larger calibre. As the 
immense superiority of the enemy’s force displayed itself, v.e fell back gradually 
towards the fortress, upon thg right of which the infantry of the division was 
posted, having its left in some enclosures near the windmill, about eight hundjfcd 
yards from the place, and its right to the Coa, in a very broken and extensive 
position, which it Wits absolutely necessary to occupy, in order to cover the pas¬ 
sage of the cavalry* nd artillery through the long defiN leading to the*bridge; 
after this was effected, the infantry retired by degrees, nd in as good order us 
it its possible in ground so extremely intricate- a position close in front of the 
bridge was maintained, as long as was necess ity to give time tier the ’mops 
which na 1 passed to take up one behind the river,and the bridge was afterwards 
defended wl.h the greatest gallagtry, though, 1 am sorry to sav, with considerable 
loss, by the 4ird and part of the 95th regiments. Towards the evening the 
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Lieut. General Viscount IVellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Loud, , ‘ Alverca, 25th July, 1810. 

‘ I think it proper to inform your Lordship that, since the 
fall of Ciudad Rodrigo, (he Commander in Chief and the 
officers of the French army in general, in this part of Spain, 
have altered their system of rigor towards the inhabitants of 
Spain, for one of a milder description, which I understand has 
had the effect of reconciling many to the French Government. 

‘ The fall of Ciudad Rodrigo was felt as a great misfortune 
by the people of Caslille in general; and they are not satisfied 
with the British nation, as an effort was not made to raise the 
siege of the place. 

‘ This dissatisfaction, combined with the effect which I have 
above described as having been produced by the improved 
conduct of the French officers towards them, has probably 
been the cause of their discontinuing all correspondence with 
us, of their ceasing to give us any intelligence, and even refus¬ 
ing to forward the communications of those employed to 
acquire it. 


firing ceased, anil after it was dark I withdrew the troops from the Con, and re¬ 
tired to this place. The troops hehaveil with the greatest gallantry. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ His Excel lent-if Viscount ll'ellinyion , K . B. Robert Cuauvuhd. 

‘ Those returned as prisoners mid missing were taken in a charge with the 
enemy's cavalry, just after our cavalry and guns had begun to rctiie. 

Return of the number cf Killed, Wounded* and Missing % of a Division of the Army 
under the ['ummnnd of his Excellency Lieut.. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., 
in an Action with the French Army , near Almeida , on the 24 /A July , 1811. 



Officer?. 

Serjeants. 

Drummers. 

Rank and File. 

Troop horses. 


Killed . . 

i i 

4 3-j - 

2.- j .11 

3(f 

Wbunded • 

23 ' 10 • 2 

! 

1(54 ; 12 

199 ‘ 

Missing 

i 

1 ■ 1 j 1 

Sw 1 — 

1 

83 
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‘ It is probable that these sentiments, and the consequent 
conduct of the people in this part of Spain in general, may be 
but temporary; but I have thought it proper to apprise his 
Majesty’s Government of their existence. 

‘ I have no late intelligence of the operations of the guerillas 
in Castillo. 

* I have the honor to be, &c. 

• The Earl of Liverpool.’ 4 W ELLINUTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to Sir David Dundas. 

‘ Sir?, ‘ Alverca, 25th July, 1810. 

‘ I have the honor to enclose the extract of a letter which I 
have written to the Secretary of State, relating to the opera¬ 
tions of the advanced guard of the British army since I last 
addressed you , arid the copy of a report from Brigadier Gene¬ 
ral Craulurd, on an affair which he had yesterday wifh the 
enemy. . 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Sir David Dundas.' 4 WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, ' Alverca, 25th July, 1810. 

‘ I enclose an extract of a letter from Admiral Berkeley 
which appears to lx decisive regarding the occupation of the 
Faro Islands. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

.<■ 

• The Earl of Liverpool' ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut-. General Viscount Wellington, fi.B., to the Earl of Liveipoo^ 
Secretary of State. 

’ My Lord, . ‘ Alvrca, 25tli July, 1810. 

■ # Advoting to my distpatch of the 18th‘instant, containing 
returns of the numbef of battalions aw^ squadrons in the French 
army, I’have observed mistakes in some of them, which I think 
it desirabfe to rectify- ; <tn«i I now enclose corrected returns of 



281 


PORTUGAL. 


1810. 


the 2nd, 6th, and 8th corps, which form the army of Portugal, 
which I request may be substituted for those transmitted in 
my dispatch of the 18th instant. 

‘ It also appears that there were not more than twenty 
battalions at Nantes. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

• The Iiarl of Liverpool.' ‘ ^ ELLINGTON. 

Lieut. General Viscour.t Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 

‘ Mv dear General, ‘ Alvrca, ‘2(ith July, 1810. 

‘ Tliere has been a report, for which, as far as I have seen, 
there is no foundation, that the enemy have marched a column 
on the Trancoso road, on our left, lint I suppose I shall 
receive some report from Sir Stapleton Cotton, who is in that 
'direff.ion still, about Souro Pi res. He has orders to observe the 
road born Pinliel to Trancoso, with General Anson’s brigade 
of dragoons, and you are to observe Souro I’ires with yours. 
Do not allow this arrangement to be interrupted by his being 
at Souro Pires, for sooner or later he will receive his orders. 

‘ There is a place called J urumella, about two leagues on 
your right, which commands a view of the whole country, and 
is in communication with all the roads on this side of the 
Pinliel river. It communicates by its rear with Rocamundo, 
and thence by the Ponte do Ladnfo on the Mondego, to 
Cclorico. I wish you would send there some intelligent 
officer, with a small party of hussars. I should think that, 
if he knows 'the country, the view he would have of the 
the enemy’s forces will let him know their situation ; and with 
a good gliiss, by day he must see them. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd: _ ‘ WELLINGTON. 

. Lieut. General Viscount. Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 

R. Craufurd. 

4 My dear General, ‘ Alverca, 20in.past 7 v.u. 2Gth July, 1810. 

‘ 1 have received your letter of this day. I had received 
Captain Cocks’ report from Villar Jllayor, of the same event 
which he reports to yGu, which is very important. At the 
same time the fact is noL sufficiently ascertained to f-nable me 
to move General Hill. 
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4 1 had written thus far when i received vour note from 
Fraxedas. I beg that you will do every thing in your power 
to have early information of the enemy’s movements, and let 
me know them without loss of time, 

‘ It is very important that we should not allow them to make 
the siege of Almeida without keeping their army collected ; al 
the same time that we must not. allow them to push us too hard 
in our retreat, if they do not intend to itiake that operation. 
As I have the army now disposed, I ern place the whole be¬ 
tween Celorico tfhd Pinbanoos the first march, at the same, 
time that 1 can collect the whole in ajiy part of our position in 
a few hours. But the enemy must not come too near us. 

‘ General Cotton, with General Anson's brigade, will retire 
by Cerejo, Mareal da ltibeira, and Barneal, on Celorico. 
Nothing will goby the Traneoso road, which is out of the way. 

‘ Believe me, &c. * 

‘ Brig. Gun. H. Craufurd.’ ‘ WELUNofbN. 


Limit. Genera/ Viscount Wellington, K.B ., to Brigadier General 
It. Craufurd. 

4 My ijkar Gknekai., ‘ Alvorea, 27tli July, 1810. 

‘ A letter has been received from General Cox, from which 
it appears that there is no notion of a siege at Almeida. The 
enemy, as he says, have no force there of any importance, and 
he can form no notion of their intonfions from their movements 
‘ These circumstances, and tilt: general view of our situation, 
have determined me to make a movement to the rear with our 
infantry, with the exception of the 4th division, which I shall 
leave in observation in Guarda, and which, when it retires, 
will move direct upon I ,inhares. 

‘ Your division will be at.’Celorico, and the whole cavalry, 
under Lieyt, General Sir Stapleton Cotton, in front, observing 
the roads and jaoints observed at present. I shall bring the 
heavy cavalry into the }ilain between this and Celorico. 

‘Whatever maybe the enemy’s intenti^is (which I think 
are«to d'.ish at ns as spoil $s they shall be .prepared, and make 
our retreat as difficult as possible), we*shall be in such a .situa¬ 
tion as to,be able to effect it without being much pressed, or 
to move forward again if a blow can be struck with advantage. 
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‘ I shall desire Sir Stapleton Cotton to see you this evening, 
and I,beg you to give b’ m "’ll the information in your power. 

‘ I’clieve me, &c. 

* Brig. Gen. It. Cravfitrd .' ‘ WEllington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to I.ieut. General Bill. 

< My dhar Hill, ‘ Alverca, 27th July, 1810. 

‘ Since I wrote to you last, circumstances have altered in 
some degree in this qifartcr. 

‘ The loss which wc sustained in the affair at Almeida, and 
the fatigue which the troops who were engaged had under¬ 
gone. and the badness of the weather, rendered it impossible, 
and indeed it-wnuld have been useless, to endeavor to maintain 
the bridge of Almeida; and the loss of the high ground on 
this side necessarily occasioned the loss of our position at 
Pinhel. I therefore withdrew tlje troops from thence to this 
neighbourhood yesterday, and General Craufurd’a advanced 
guard to Fraxedas, keeping only his cavalry posts of observa¬ 
tion in front. 

‘ When I ordered von to Atsiaya, and intended to draw 
you to Guarda, I conceived it. possible that tiie enemy would 
have directed his attack in the first instance upon that point, 
and 1 intended to have brought matters to a crisis there. It 
is obvious, however, that whatever they may try upon Guarda, 
they have it in their power, and would turn it by our left, so 
that that plan is out of the question. 

* There is not the smallest appearance of the enemy’s inten¬ 
tion to attack Almeida; and l conclude that, as soon as they 
shall have got together their force, they will make a dash at 
us, and endeavor to make our retreat as d'.ikudt. as possible. 

I therefore propose, in the morning, to make such a disposition 
of the army as to insure that point. Accordingly, I shall 
Knve tho cavalry in their present situations, observing all the 
roads, &c., on which they are at present; and shall move all 
the infantry of the army, with the exception-of the 4th divi¬ 
sion, which will remain at Guarda, between Celorico and Pin- 
hani]os. The 4th division, when it shall retire, will go direct 
to Linhares. ’ 

‘ 'l'he heavy cavalry will be in the plain between ’this and 
Celorico, and the light cavalry in front, and on the left of this. 
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* This new disposition puts out of the question bringing you 
to Guarda. I would have you, however, still maintain your 
position at Atalaya, till General Cole shall have retired from 
Guarda, or till some movement in your uwn front shall have 
induced you to move upon Sarzcdas, according to the direc¬ 
tions before given to you. 

' But you should make all your dispositions for retiring, as 
therein directed, and should put such part of Le Cor's force 
upon your left, as you propose should be upon your left in 
the defence of the mountains. 

* Believe me, &c. 

• Lieut. General Hill: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K. B., to Lieut. General Graham. 
‘ Sir, * Alverca, 27th July, 1810. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your dispatches. Nos. 
26, 27, 28, and 29, of the 6th, 7th, 8th, and 10th instant. 
I propose hereafter to write to you on the sulweet of No. 26. 

‘ The Government have expressed so much anxiety lately, 
for the fate of this country, that I should not think myself 
justified ill employing elsewhere, just at this moment, the 
force which they have allotted for this purpose. I rather 
think, however, from the postscript of General Campbell’s 
letter, that no force will he detached from Sicily, i shall 
endeavor to send you some spring and commissariat, waggons, 
ard some horses and drivers belonging to the Waggon Train. 

‘ 1 have also receive*! your letter of the 5th (marked sepa¬ 
rate), and I am obliged to you for the communication it con¬ 
tained, and entirely concur with you in the measures which 
you adopted to mf ’k a respect for the Due d’Orleans, at the 
suggestion of the Spanish Government*; 

‘ 1 beg to refer you to Mr. Wellesley for an account of the 
stale of affairs in this quarter. * 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c.. 

‘ Lieut. General Graham.' * ‘WELLINGTON. 

Lieut* General Viscount fjVelBngton, K.B., to Lieut. General Graham. 

'j • 

‘Sir, , , ‘ Alverca, 27tU July, 1^11). 

‘ I shall be very mucl] obliged to you if you will apply to 
Admiral Pickmore to send to the Tagus,*as soon as he cgm 
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with convenience, all the transports and empty store ships 
which,pan be spared from the service of the troops under your 
command at Cadiz; as, in the event of our being obliged to 
evacuate Portugal, .1 shall be under the necessity of making 
some arrangement to remove the army under the Marquis de 
la Itomana. 

‘ If the Spanish Government have any transports, or vessels 
of any description capable of transporting troops, it would be 
desirable to have thein sent to the Tagus likewise; and 1 
* shall he obliged to you if you will let me know what number 
you will send. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* Lieut. General Graham.' ' ’.Vi;llix(JTOn. 

Lieut. GeneraI Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 

Henry Wellesley. 

My dkar Henry, * Alvdrca, 27th July, 1810. 

‘ The enemy obliged us to evacuate Fort Conception on 
the 21st, which we destroyed ; and on the morning of the 24th 
they attacked General K, Craufurd’s advanced guard close to 
Almeida, and obliged him to retire across the Coa, with the 
loss of 4 officers killed, 25 wounded ; and 28 men killed, and 
218 wounded. Although it was desirable to keep open the 
communication with Almeida as long as possible, bot h to sup¬ 
ply the place with provisions, which the poverty of the Por¬ 
tuguese Government had obliged them to defer till the last 
moment, and to maintain our communication with the other 
side of the Coa, and obtain intelligence of the enemy’s move¬ 
ments, yet I had wished to withdraw sufficiently soon, but 
unfortunately General Craufurd did not begin to retire till 
the last moment. 

‘ The enemy’s numbers were rbout. four times his in cavalry, 
and at least three times in infantry. We hear that their loss 

q\ $ •• 

has been , great. They made three attempts afterwards to 
storm the bridge of the Coa, in all of which they failed. 

‘ Having lost our communication with Almeida and the 
other side of the Coa, there was no use in contesting the pas¬ 
sage of that liver, in which we might be turned at almost all 
points; and I therefore yesterday withdrew our posts from 
the Coa. 

‘ I consider it by no means clear that the enemy propose to 
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attack Almeida. I should rather think they do not, and that 
they wish to embarrass us in a forward position in the njpun- 
tains. % 

‘ Regnier crossed the Tagus about the ljth or 18th, and I 
understand that he is now on his march through Perales, 
towards Sabugal 

‘General Hill is at Atalaya; but I believe that J shall 
allow him to retire by the Zezere rather than by this valley, 
as the enemy is still too strong for us, and can turn us by our 
left as well as by our right. 

‘ 1 have received your letters of the 9th. 

* Ever yours, most affectionately, 

‘ The Rt. Hon. //. Wellesley.' ‘ W ELLINGTON. 


Lieu!. General Viscount Wellington. K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq.,* 

• 

' My dear Sir, ‘ Alvcrea, 27th July, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letters of the 14th and 20th. It was 
settled at a very early period, I believe from the commence¬ 
ment of the subsidy to the Portuguese Government, that the 
British officers should be paid by the Paymaster of the “ aids 
and this charge was to come against the British Government 
till otherwise ordered. It*has never been otherwise ordered ; 
and the £100,000 a year waS included in the act made this 
year to cover that head of expense, from the 1st January ; and 
with this sum the Portuguese Government have nothing to do. 

‘ The loss of the exchange should fall upon the British 
Government: we have agreed to pay a certain sum, as the ex¬ 
pense of a certain number of men, but this sum does not 
defray one half of ^he expense which it is intended to cover. 
It would be too hard to make the Portuguese Government ad¬ 
here to the first erroneous estimate, and then t6 charge upon 
them the loss upon exchange, when we ought to p.iv them in 
specie. * 

‘ The Fidalgosjn Portugal protect every vagabond, high or 
low; and the Government tremble at the Very name of a 
Fidaigo. tfut we must fordfe them to do their auty, if possible. 

4 In respect^to the eraim of the Portuguese Government, as 
stated in your letter* of t^he 20th, I can only say that I have*no 
official knowledge of any’agreement between Mr. Villiers and 
vcl. vi. u 
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them; but, as well as I recollect, Mr. Villiers called upon them 
for«an estimate of the expense of 10,000 men, which he for¬ 
warded to England; ,and the British Government engaged to 
pay that rate of expense, first for 10,000 men, when they 
should be effective; and then for 20,000 men ; and lastly, for 
30,000 men. But, if I am mistaken, it is very easy to refer 
the question to the King's Government. 

‘ I was the person who prevailed upon the King’s Govern¬ 
ment to make the Addition to the subsidy, which was made 
from the 1st of January; and if I was not correct in my 
notion that the British Government were to pay only a certain 
specified rate for 10,000 and 20,000 men, 1 did the Portuguese 
Government a great injury, instead of a service, in prevailing 
upon the King's Government to increase their subsidy; for 1 
really believe that the existing subsidy lor 30,000 does not 
defray the expense of 20,000. 

1 I withdrew my posts from the Coa yesterday morning. 
Nothing has .occurred since. Regnier has, I believe, come 
through Perales. 

* Believe me, &c. 

* C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ Wellington. 

‘ I do not believe that the enemy intend to attack Almeida. 
I have not heard of any prepai ations for that purpose ; and I 
suspect they are collecting a large force to make a dash at me.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

• My dear Sir, ’ ‘ Celorico, 2f9th July, 1810. 

‘ The enemy’s operations against'-Alrneida arc so very feeble, 
and their intention so little distinct, and live intelligence which 
we receive has been lately so very bad, that I have thought it 
advisable to tiraw in the whole left of the army to the valley of 
the Mondego, holding G uarda still with a division of infantry, 
and the ground in front of Freixedas, &c., with our cavalry 
only. _ » , J 

‘ In this position I am equally prepared for any operation 
that it might be in my power to undertake for the relief of 
Almeida, if it should be attacked; and better prepared for 
our retreat, if that should be necessary. "Regnier has not yet 
passed through the mountains. ' ’ 
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« We have heard from General Cox ; the garrison was in 
good spirits. I have received your letter of the 25th, for 
which I am much obliged to you. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* C. Stuart, Esq.' ‘ Welunqton. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.R., to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, 

‘Sir, * Gelorico, 29th July, 1810. 

* I have had the^honor of receiving your letter of the 10th 
instant, conveying the pleasure of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Treasury on the proposition contained in my letter to 
the Commander in Chief of the 28th of September, 1809, 
regarding the mode of supplying mules to carry camp kettles, 
&c., for the army. 

‘ I had already given directions that an allowance of one 
dollar a month should be paid for shoeing, &c., for each mule 
employed in the carriage of camp kettles, surgeons’ chests, 
paymasters’ books, veterinary surgeons’ chests, serjeant ar¬ 
mourers’ and serjeant sadlers’ implements, under orders which 
I had received from the Secretary of State of the 23rd of 
April last. 

‘ I had also continued to pay to captains of troops and com¬ 
panies, paymasters, surgeons, and others obliged to furnish 
mules for the public service, the sums, on their arrival in this 
country, which they had formerly "received in the allowance 
called preparation money, in order to enable the same officers 
to provide their animals. 

* As you announce to me that it is intended to make some 
new regulations upon the subject, which will be transmitted to 
me, and as the nature of the service tn which the troops have 
been engaged lately has not been so detrimental to the mules 
as that in \yhich they had been employed in the last y°ar, aijd 
has not been so expensive to the officers upon whom the con¬ 
tract for supplying them is imposed, I do not think it neces¬ 
sary at pi esent to avail myself of the permission of their Lord- 
ships to grant the 20/, bftt money to each of these officers. 

. f ‘ I have the honor to be, 8tc. 

' The Secret xry of the TrAjfurt/. * Wellington. 

v2 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Beresford. 

< g lR “ ‘ Celorico, 29tli July, 1810. 

* In consequence of the receipt of your letter of the 27th 
instant, I have made an inquiry into the conduct of the 1st 
Cayadorcs in the affair of the advanced guard with the enemy 
on the 24th instant. 

‘ It appears that this battalion did not quit its post on the 
right of the Coa till it received orders to retire from Colonel 
Beckwith of the 95th regiment, then fell back upon the bridge 
of the Coa at an accelerated pace, and a phi t of the battalion 
crossed the bridge mixed with the cavalry and artillery, and 
ascended the hill on the left of the corps; Jtlie remainder of 
the infantry of the division, and a part of the 1st Cayadores, 
still continuing to occupy the ground on the right of the Coa, 
•and-in front of the bridge. After the whole division crossed 
the Coa, the 1st Cacadorcs again took its position on the right 
of the 52nd. 

‘ It appears that the conduct of that part of the battalion 
which crossed the Coa mixed with the cavalry and artillery, 
has been the cause of the unfavorable impression which has 
been created respecting them in the affair; but they had no 
orders to halt on the right of the Coa when they were ordered 
to retire, and they saw the artillery and cavalry crossing. 

‘ Upon the whole,.although the reports which have been 
circulated are exaggerated, there appears to have been some 
grounds for the complaints made of the conduct of the Ca<;a- 
dores in the premature and accelerated passage of the river 
by some of them ; but 1 am convinced that if the officers, on 
whose statement IJiad formed my opinion 1( of the conduct of 
the 1st Cacadorcs, had known of the orders the Cayadores had 
received to retire, of the condpct of the whole before they 
retired, of part when some had crossed the Coa, and of the 
Vnole afterwards, these statements, however wed founded, 
would not have been made. 

‘Every report which I have received, and every inquiry 
which I have made, has tended to raise still higher the 
opinion which I had formed of the conduct of the commanding 
officer. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Wellington. 


* Marshal Beresford.' 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Ear! of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

• My Lore, ' Celorico, -J9th July, isio. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 5th instant, enclosing 
one of the same date from Mr. Under Secretary Harrison. 

‘ 1 trouble your Lordship upon the subject again only to 
explain that the probable estimate, enclosed in my letter of the 
30th of May, was one drawn out by me from the statements 
of the expenditure in the preceding eight months, made by 
Mr. Commissary General Murray, and forwarded to your 
Lordship in the same dispatch. 

‘ The estimate forwarded in my dispatch of the 0th of June 
was framed by Mr. Commissary General Murray, and was 
founded on the consumption of the army at that moment, and 
on the prices paid at the time for different articles. , , 

* The consumption had increased in May and June.with 
the numbers of the army, and with the numbers of the cavalry 
and horses for the artillery and waggon train in particular, 
beyond the average consumption of the eight mouths extracted 
from the statement of the expenditure ; and the prices of May 
and June had exceeded the average prices of the preceding 
eight months, still more than the consumption of May and 
June had exceeded the consumption of the former period. 

‘ I hope that these circumstances will account for the dif¬ 
ference between these estimates ; one of which was framed bv 
me solely for your Lordship’s satisfaction, and till I could 
transmit a. document founded upon better information, and 
framed by the officer whose duty it is to frame it. 

‘ When I sent the first I believed it would be a tolerably 
exact representation of the expenses; but I subsequently found 
that it was otherwise, and the official document, was forwarded 
in the following week. s 

• I have the honor to be, &«. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ * Wkli.ington. 


Lieut. General Viscount, Wellington, K.B., tc % Lieut. General 
Sir, Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

‘ My d p \ r Cotton, • ‘ Celorico, 10 p.m. 30th July, 1410. 

‘ Pray send back'fvcry thing that you think Captain 
Bull can spare, and 1 wish you would endeavor to make an 
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arrangement that the farriers of those regiments, which want 
shoes, should have the facility of making them at those carts 
which are drawn by horses, and that those drawn by bullocks 
should lie sent to the rear. 

‘ Your letter of this day arrived in two hours. You do not 
appear to have occupied Jurumella, or to be aware of the 
advantage of occupying that post. You will see every thing 
from it, and it will of course give you proportionate security. 

‘ I quite approve of your keeping your strength in the 
rear, and in reserve, and your posts of observation in front 
weak. I am afraid that some of the patroles of the heavy 
dragoons, in the rear particularly, are too alert. Where it is 
desirable that a communication should be kept up from the 
rear with the posts in front, it is better to have it done by a 
piquet, to which front and rear might patrole at fixed hours, 
1 arid communicate intelligence; but from Trancoso, for instance, 
the‘officer has sent out three pat roles to Povoa del lley, out of 
thirty men, in twenty-four hours!! It wotdd be better to 
station six men half-way to keep up the communication with 
Povoa del lley, and to patrole once or twice in twenty-four 
hours to those six men. The same might be done with 
advantage by all the regiments in the second line. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General " ‘Wellington, 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

• My dear Cotton, ‘ Celorico, 3lst July, 1810. 

‘ I have desired Gordon, who carries thjp, to go into Pinhel 
with a flag of truce, and letters and money for Colonel Wynd- 
ham, Lieut. M‘Culloch, &c., &c. 

* I shall be much obliged to you if you will warn officers 
>vho are \aken, to take care what they write. I believe that 
Colonel Wyndham could not have more accurately described 
your position, aid the stations of your piquets and vedettes, 
than he has in his letter respecting Jus capture. 

‘I think your communication. with Guarda by any other 
road than that through Alverca and Pocnmundo is very little 
important. Take care that nono Cl the enemy's flags are 
allowed to pass your out piquets. 
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‘ There is no ground for alarm; for the post at Trancoso I 
am more alarmed, lest all these alarms should destroy our 
cavalry entirely. * 

* Be very careful respecting the road by which the troops 
are to retire from Cerejo. If this is not wdl understood, the 
two columns will join on the high road. 

4 1 will send you people to manage the telegraph. 

4 Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General ’ Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Ba~t.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

4 My dear HilLj 4 Celorico, 31st July, 1810. 

4 I received your letter of the 30th in the night, and I 
entirely approve of your march from Atalaya, and of the dis¬ 
position you have made of your troops. 

‘ The advance of liegnier "upon you cannot be insulated ; 
if in earnest, it must be connected with the movements of 
corps in ray front, and till those movements‘shall be a little 
more decided, it would probably be desirable that you should 
have an advanced guard of infantry at Gastello Branco, and 
that you should bring Fane’s cavalry across the Tagus, and 
keep that of liegnier in oheck a little in the open ground in 
front of the Fonsul, and tlnjs enable you to know what is 
going on. 

4 When you would retire, Fane’s cavalry would have to 
cross the Tagus again at Villa Vellgi, if possible, as their 
retreat through the mountains would be awkward to them, and 
would embarrass you. 

4 All this requires nice arrangement, which can »be made 
only on the spot; and you will remember that it is most im¬ 
portant to destroy effectually the bridge at Vjlla Velha when 
you can no longer command the use of it. 

‘ 4f the object of the enemy should be to push yqu through 
the mountains, I.wish you only to delay them as much as may 
be practicable consistently with the safety of jour corps. You 
are aware that General JLeith has a corps,»fc.rmed upon the 
Zezfire and Codes in your.rear, and you must not allow your¬ 
self to be cufrofFfrpm him. * * , 

4 Keep your communication with me by Guarda as long as 
you can; sending duplicates through Thpmar when Le Cor 
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shall retire from Fundab, or we shall quit Guarda: a single 
officer might find his way across the Zezere and the mountains, 
from Le Cor to me ; but the secure communication will be by 
the road of Thomar. 

‘ If Regnier should strike to his right again towards Guarda, 
1 beg you to move up again to Atalaya. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

•Lieut. General Hill.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart'. 

‘ My dear Cotton, ‘ Celorico, 1st August, 1810- 

• You will receive with this, an order respecting the recep¬ 
tion of flags of truce, which I request you to circulate without 
loss of time, and pray let it be strictly observed. 

‘"I think that your second line, at least, might feed when 
they come upon their alarm posts in the morning, as the horses 
will not eat in the middle of the day. 

‘ Believe me, &e. 

• Lieut. General ‘ Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart.' 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

• My dear Cotton, ‘ Celorico, 1st August, 1810. 

‘ I cannot understand why the forges should not do as much 
work in the rear as they can in front, if the farriers are made 
to do their duty. But whether they can or not, it is most 
extraordinary that,the experience which the,.officers command¬ 
ing regiments have already had, should not teach them that 
it will be impossible for the bullock carts with the forges 
to keep up with the cayalry only one march, if the cavalry 
should be obliged to go in any one day five leaguer. 

‘ The enemy, therefore, must get these fo'-ge carts, if they 
press upon our near, as they undoubtedly will, unless we can 
send them to some little distance. It then comes to this: either 
the commanding officers of regiments of cavalry niust make 
the farriers do their duty at a distance ,\n the rear; I must 
withdraw to the rear all the regiments jin want of shoes which 
have these bullock .forge carts; or I must make up my mind to 
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see those regiments of cavalry entirely destroyed thus early in 
the campaign. 

‘ That which the commanding officers do not, or wifi not 
understand, is that we shall retreat, and that bullock carts can¬ 
not keep up on a retreat with cavalry. I* am quite tired of 
this subject, upon which I have been writing above six weeks. 

‘ Believe me, &e. 

• Lieut. General ‘ Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B.,to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

• My hear Sir, ‘Gelorico, 1st August, 1810. 

‘ 1 aril very milch obliged to you for your letters of the 27th 
and 28th. 

‘ The absence of the 23rd regiment is uncomfortable, more 
particularly as I believe I shall get none of the reinforcements 
ordered from the Mediterranean. However, I hope we shall 
do prettv well yet. , 

‘ I refer you to Mr. Stuart for an account of the state of 
affairs to this day. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Vice Admiral ‘ Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. Colonel Gordon, 
Commissary in Chief. 

‘ At y dear Colonel, ‘ C'elorico, 1st August, 1810. 

* I received yesterday vour letter of the lfith, and I agree 
entirely’ in opinion with you, that Mr. Drummond can do 
no good at Lisbon and ’Cadiz ; and he may do a great deal 
of mischief. I attribute his mission to a (relief prevalent at 
the Treasury that we have not done our best to procure 
money, in which they may depend upon it they are mistaken. 

‘ However, Mr. Dummond shall have all the assistance aqd 
information*which I can give him ; till 1 shall find he does 
more harm than good, wlien I shall have no scruple in sending 
him to the place whence hp came. * 

■ Nothing of any importance has passed here since the 24th 
July. * 

1 Believe me, Stc. 

‘ Wellington. 


‘ Lieut. Colonel Gordon.' 
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Lieut. Getieral Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ Mv.dkar Sir, * Celorico, 1st August, 1810. 

* I have spoken to the Commissary General respecting the 
2000 barrels of flour; and I am sorry to tell you that he can 
give 500 barrels only at present, unless he should put this 
army to great inconvenience. He will order the 500 barrels 
to be delivered by Mr. Dunmore. 

‘ I have not got my papers here, and 1 cannot tell whether 
the troops which passed through Irun between the 6th and 
10th June, were the Guards or not. I rather think the Guards 
were in Spain before that time: they were 7200 altogether. 

‘ My dispatch of this date will give' you the news. 

‘ Believe me, Sec/ 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq: ‘ Wellington. 

’ Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 

• Secretary of State. 

1 My Loro, ‘ Celorico, 1st August, 1810. 

‘ I have the honor to report that the 1st battalion 7th 
regiment is arrived from Halifax ; but I understand that the 
23rd regiment is detained there, till relieved by the 2nd bat¬ 
talion 8th regiment, which only lately sailed from England. 

‘ The arrival of the 23rd regiment in this country, there¬ 
fore, cannot be reckoned upon. 

‘ I have received no intelligence of the reinforcements 
expected from the Mediterranean. Private accounts received 
from Gibraltar state that the regiments ordered by Govern¬ 
ment to be sent here from Sicily, and ’which your Lordship 
expected would arrive in the beginning of J uly, had not received 
orders to embark.' r 

1 I have the honor to be, &e. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ‘Wellington. 

. * 'Lieut. Getieral Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of Slate. , 

‘ My Lord, • ‘ Celorico, 1st August, 1810. 

‘ As 1 had no intention of engaging a general action to pre¬ 
vent the enemy from investing and attacking Almeida, tvhich 
plase is fully provided and prepared ^or a siege;, and as I 
could not maiutain my posts upon thb Coa without exposing 
them to be attacked by a superior force, I withdrew them from 
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that river on the morning of the 26th. Finding on the 27th, 
that the advanced guard of Regnier’s corps had come through 
the Puerto de Perales, as far as Navas Frias; and the enemy 
having it thus in their power to throw their*whole force upon 
both flanks of this army, and thus to bring on ageneral engage¬ 
ment in a situation advantageous to them; or to press the 
British army in its retreat; I withdrew the infantry another 
inarch to the rear, and it is now in the valley of the Mondego, 
behind this place; with the 4th division, vnder Major General 
Cole, upon GuardaT 

‘ The whole of tlfe cavalry are in front, observing the move¬ 
ments of the enemy upon the Coa. 

‘ General Hill •continued at Atalaya till he received reports 
that Reguier had again drawn his advanced guard through 
the Puerto de Perales, and had pushed it across the Elja, at 
Salvaterra; and he moved yesterday morning upon SarzedaS; ' 
leaving Colonel Le Cor’s division of Portuguese troops, which 
throughout the winter had heen at Castello Branco, at Fun- 
dab, in communication with Major General Cole. 

‘ The enemy in our front have made no movement of im¬ 
portance since the 26th, on which day they took possession of 
Pinhel; their principal force is near Almeida, but they have 
not broken ground before the place, and I have not been able 
to ascertain that any preparations have been made for the siege 
of that place. I have occasionally a telegraphic communication 
wijh the Governor, Brigadier General Cox, from the advanced 
posts of the cavalry at Freixedas, by the last of which, yes¬ 
terday, he informed vrifc that all was going on well. 

* There are no French, troops between the Tagus and the 
Guadiana; and th%Marquis de la Romana has, I understand, 
collected his corps near Merida. . 

‘ The 5th corps, under Mortier, appears te be collected 
upon the Guadalquivir. , 

‘ Nothing* of importance has occurred in the noi th. Tbfc 
corps under the camman^l of General Serras has been collected 
between the Duero and the city of Leon; and the whole force 
in this part of Spain appears to be distributed*according to the 
orders received from the Elhperor of 'tfyp end of May. 

‘ My l?st accounts fi\pm Cadiz are of the 10th instant, where 
nothing exfraordinary Eld occurred. 

‘I have the honor to,be, &c. 

‘ The fart , of Liverpool ; * Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

• My Lord, • ‘Celorico, 1st August, 1810. 

• In a dispatch which I wrote to your Lordship on the 25th 
of July, I informed you that the 1st battalion of Portuguese 
Ca^adores hail behaved ill in the affair of the 24th. 

‘ I‘have since made further inquiries upon that subject, and 
I enclose your Lordship the copy of a letter to Marshal 
Beresford, in which I informed him of their result. 

‘ My opinion is, that if all the circumstances of the case had 
been known, there would have been no complaint of the con¬ 
duct of the 1st Cai;adores; and adverting to the nature of the 
attack made upon the advanced guard on that day, to the 
superior numbers of the enemy, and to the difficulties of ihe 
ground over which the troops had to retreat, I am surprised 
that any part of a corps newly raised, as the 1st Ca<;adores, 
should have conducted itself so well. 

f ‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool .' 4 Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Li (hit. General Graham. 
‘Sir, ' ‘Celorico, 2nd August, 1810. 

■ In the event of my being obliged to evacuate Portugal 
with the British army, you are probably aware that I have 
received the instructions,of his Majesty’s Ministers to carry it 
to Cadiz. In this case it appears probable that, for some days 
at least, we shall be superior to the enemy in force in that 
quarter, and it has occurred to me that it might be possible to 
effect an operation by which the enemy should be deprived at 
least of their establishments on the Trocadero, before they 
should receive any reinforcements from Portugal. 

4 1 request you to collect all the information that can be got 
«on this subject, and which might be useful in enabling'us to 
decide on the expediency of undertaking this enterprise, and 
on the mode of .executing it, if it should lie in our power to 
undertake it. • 

‘ I beg to refer yoq to my letteV of this date, to Mr. Welles¬ 
ley, for an account of the state of affairs here. 

4 1 have the hlfnor to be, &*d. 

‘ Wellington. 


‘.Lieut. Gen. Grahflm.' 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 

11. Wellesley. 

‘ Mv DEAR Hen ry, ‘ Celorico, 2nd August, T8 10. 

‘ The report of the arrival of Regniei's advanced guard at 
Navas Frias having been confirmed, and th& enemy having it 
thus in their power to press upon our flanks, and force us to a 
general action, or hurry us more than was desirable in our 
retreat, I withdrew the whole of the infantry of the arnfy into 
the valley of the Mondego, behind this jilace, on the ‘28th; 
excepting one division, which remains upon Guarda. The 
cavalry still maintains its position in front; observing the 
enemy’s movements upon the Coa. 

General Hill proved to his right from Atalaya on the day 
before yesterday, in consequence of the reports that Regnier’s 
advanced guard had returned again through Perales, and had 
passed the Elja, near Salvaterra ; and Colonel Le Cor with iris « 
division, which throughout the winter has been at Gastello 
Branco, is at Fundab, in communication with the troops at 
Guarda. * 

‘ The enemy have made no movement of any importance 
since 1 wrote last; nor have they made any serious de¬ 
monstration to attack Almeida; nor do I hear of any prepara¬ 
tions for that operation. • 

‘ There are no French trowps between the Tagus and the 
Sierra Morena. They have made no movement in the north ; 
but Serras has got together his coijrs between Zamora and 
Leon: and the whole disposition ordered by the Emperor in 
the end of May has been carried into execution. 1 suppose 
we shall hear of his arrival soon. 

^ Ever yours, most affectionately, 

‘ The Right Hon. II. Wellesley.’ # ‘ Wellington. 

Lieu-t. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir S. Cotton, Bifrt. 

• - | # 

4 My dear Cotton, ‘ Celorico, 3rd August, 1810, G p.m. 

4 I have just revived y*>ur letter of J, past 3. You should im¬ 
mediately relieve the horses, at least of CocksJ party, and give 
him I^ightJDragoons or Hussars instead of Royals. He possibly 
might experience some inconvenience if*all his men were re¬ 
lieved, and jjtill greater^ jnconvetiience if his detachment were 
much diminished ; and fie Ts in a most important situation in 
froijt of the^'igjit of the position of the army,' and on thg com- 
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inunication between the enemy’s corps. 1 would therefore 
recommend to you to leave him as strong as he is, and refer to 
his own judgment to send in as many horses and men as he 
thinks he can spare, keeping the others, and the relief of the 
Royals, and of those men and horses he sends in. 

* Tell him also to keep with him and employ as many 
Spaniards as he may find useful, and I will find means of pay¬ 
ing them. General Cole will have written to him about the 
German officer. The enemy’s plan is evidently not decided, 
and our steadiness must embarrass them. * 

‘ Believe m‘e. Sec. 

‘ Lieut. General * Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart. 

‘ I sent Scovcll and all the telegraph people to you this day, 
I think you had better send a copy of this note to Cocks. 
E>o you understand that this note was written this day ? it is 
dated the 1st.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B.,to C. Stuart, Esq. 

* My dear Sir, ‘ Celorico, 3rd August, 1810. 

‘ 1 have just received your letter of the 30th July, contain¬ 
ing the dispatch which you had received from Lord Strang- 
ford, and the copies of the notes which his Lordship had 
received from the Government of the Brazils. 

c My opinion in respect to the Portuguese Government has 
invariably been the same'. That Government alone can rule 
the country at all which the Prince Regent has named. I re¬ 
commend, therefore, that the Conde de Redondo And the Prin¬ 
cipal Souza and the Dr. Raymondo Nogueira, should now be 
called to the Rf-gency, for the same reasons that I recom¬ 
mended before that the Conde de Redondo should not be 
called to the Regency, without the Prince’s authority. 

‘ In respect to yourself, you can no more accept the office of 
Jlegent without the King’s consent, than I con Id’that of Com¬ 
mander in Chief, or Marshal General, without the King’s autho¬ 
rity ; but notwithstanding the additional trouble it may throw 
upon you, 1 do most anxiously recommend and entreat you to 
advise the King’s Government to give his Majesty’s consent to 
your acceptance of this office, and to yout holding It with the 
office of King’s Minister at Lisbon. ’ I see no other mode in 
which we shall be able to manage this Government at all, or 
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to get through our difficulties. In respect to the trouble, I do 
not conceive it will throw much upon you. It will not be 
necessary for you to attend constantly. You will have a know¬ 
ledge from Dom M. de Forjaz of the important business likely 
to come under consideration, and you can attend at that time; 
and the influence which you will soon acquire over the de¬ 
cisions of the Government will prevent the other Ministers 
from venturing to decide, during your absence, upon any 
measure of importance. In short, I an* convinced that your 
being in the Regfl-ncy will he highly beneficial; and at all 
events, is the only femedy for the mischief with which the new 
arrangement is pregnant. 

‘ There is anothsr question worth considering; and that is, 
what is to become of the office of the Conde dc Redondo. In my 
opinion there is no objection to his continuing to hold it as one 
of a government of six persons. As well as I recollect, the first" 
constitution of government in Portugal placed all the Minis¬ 
ters in the Regency ; and if it is desirable that he should continue 
to be Minister of ’Finance, I see no objection to his being so, 
and one of the members of the Regency at the same time. 

‘ You will see a letter which 1 have written to Government 
this day, respecting an attack made by some of the people of 
Marmeleiro and Richora bn two of our patroles. 

‘ Believe me, &e. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq.' ‘ Wellington. 

. • 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 

Sir, Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

‘ My deap. Cotton, ‘ Celorico, 4th August, 1810, 2 p.m. 

‘ Send round to the people that they miist retire'from the 
villages, and let the magistrates know that if any of them stay, 
or if any of the inhabitants have any communication with the 
enemy, they shall be hanged. * 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

■ j.ieut. uenerai , ‘Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Mart.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wat.lington, K.B.,U> Lieut.-Colonel Torrens, 

Military SecfetarAto the Commander in Chief. 

• « ^ * 

‘ My dear Iorrwns# ‘ Celorico, 4th August, 1810. 

‘ Captain the Hon. 'll. •Pakenham, of the 95th regiment, 
has desired mg to recommend him again fort promotion, which 
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I do most anxiously, as his commanding officer; and I really 
do[jnot'believe that there is a more deserving officer of his rank 
in the King’s army. When in office in Ireland, 1 had already 
taken an opportunity of mentioning to your predecessor the 
wish of the Lord Lieutenant that Captain Pakenham should 
be promoted ; and as he had served under my command, and 
had been wounded at Obidos, I added a communication of my 
opinion of his merit as an officer, upon which ground alone 1 
now solicit attention to his claims. 

‘ I also think it proper to solicit your detention to a claim 
of a similar description which I have beforfe frequently urged, 
both as a General Officer, and on the part of the Lord Lieu¬ 
tenant of Ireland, viz., that of Captain Lloyd of the 43rd 
regiment. This officer, always distinguished, has drawn mv 
particular notice by the use of his talents at the advanced 
e petnts of the army; and the wound which lie received in the 
affair of the 24th July has rendered his claim to promotion 
more urgent, if it has not added to its strength. 

‘ I have never been able to understand the principle on 
which the claims of gentlemen of family, fortune, and influ¬ 
ence in the country, to promotion in the army, founded on 
their military conduct, and character, and services, should be 
rejected, while the claims of other!,, not better founded on 
military pretensions, were invaliably attended to. It would 
be desirable, certainly, that the only claim to promotion should 
be military merit; but this is a degree of perfection to which 
the disposal of military patronage has never been, and cannot 
be, I believe, brought in any military establishment 1 . The Com¬ 
mander in Chief must have friends,, officers on the staff at¬ 
tached to him, &c., who will press him to promote their friends 
and relations, all doubtless very meritorious, and no man can 
at all times resist these applications ; but if there is to be any 
influence in the disposal*of military patronage, in aid of mili¬ 
tary merit, can there be any in our army so legitfmate as that 
of family connexion, fortune, and influence 1 in the country? 
I acknowledge, therefore, that 1 have been astonished at seeing 
Lloyd, with every claim that an officer can have to promotion, 
still a captain ; and others, connected With the officers of the 
staff, promoted as soon as their time of Service had erpired. 

‘ While writing upon this subject, I am also tempted to 
communicate to j'ou my opinion upon another, branch of it, 
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viz., the disposal of the patronage of the troops serving on 
foreign service. In all services, excepting that of Great ^Bri¬ 
tain, and in former times in the service of Great Britain, the 
Commander in Chief of an army employed‘against the enemy 
in the field had the power of promoting officers, at least to 
vacancies occasioned by the service, in the troops under his 
own command ; and in foreign services, the principle is carried 
so far, as that no person can venture to recommend an officer 
for promotion belonging to an army employed against the 
enemy in the field, excepting the commander of that army. 

* It. was pretty nearly the case formerly in our own service; 
and I believe the greater number of the General Officers of 
the higher ranks »j!' the present day were made lieut. colonels 
by Sir YV Howe, Sir Henry Clinton, Lord Cornwallis, Gene¬ 
ral Burgoyne, Lord Dorchester, &c. But bow is it now ? 
The form remains still in some degree the same; that is to* 
say, my secretary keeps the register of the applications, memo¬ 
rials, and regimeqtal recommendations, a trouble which, by 
the bye, might as #ell be saved ; but the substance is entirely 
altered; and I, who command the largest British army that 
has been employed against the enemy for many years, and 
who have upon my hands certainly the most extensive and 
difficult concern that was ever imposed upon any British offi¬ 
cer, have not the power of making even a corporal ! ! ! It is 
impossible that this system can last. It will do very well for 
trifling expeditions and short services,* &c ; but those who are 
to superintend the discipline, and to excite and regulate the 
exertions of*the officers of the army, during a long continued 
service, must have the power of rewarding them by the only 
mode in which they* can be rewarded, that is, by promotion. 

‘ It is not known to the army and to strangers, and T am 
almost ashamed of acknowledging, the small degree (I ought 
to say nullity) of power of reward which belongs to my situa¬ 
tion ; and it is really extraordinary that I have got on so well 
hitherto without it,; but 'the day must come when this system 
must be altered. ' ", 

‘ I,do lot entertain tlnAe opinions, and communicate them 
to you, because there are a’ny officers Attached to me-'in the 
service for'whom 1 desir^ promotion. All my aides decamp, 
respecting whom I do feel a'n interest, have been promoted in 
their -turn ip their regiments, or are to be prohioted, for carry- 

voi* VI * 
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ing home the accounts of victories. The only person, respect¬ 
ing .whose promotion I ever interested myself personally, was 
that of Colin Campbell, which the Duke of York had promised 
him, in couscqueiftc of his having brought home the accounts 
of two victories at the same time ; and the difficulty which I 
experienced in obtaining his promotion, notwithstanding that 
promise, is a strong practical proof of the effects of the system 
to which 1 have adverted. 

1 The consequent* of the change of the system in respect 
to me would he only to give me the power of rewarding the 
services of those who have exerted, or should exert, themselves 
zealously in the service; and thus to stimulate others to simi¬ 
lar exertions. ' 

‘ Even admitting that the system of promotion by seniority, 
exploded in other armies, is the best for that of Great Britain, 
it would sLill he an advantage that those who become entitled 
to it should receive it immediately, and from the hand of the 
person who is obliged to expose them to .dange r, to enforce 
discipline, and to call for their exertions. I would also observe 
that this practice would be entirely consistent with the un¬ 
varied usage of the British Navv. 

‘ I admit that it may be urged with truth that a larger view 
may he taken of the interests of the public, in the mode of 
promoting officers of the army", than 1 am capable of taking; 
and this view may have suggested the expediency of adopting 
and adhering to the liftide now in use ; at the same time I 
must, say that the public can have no greater interest than in 
the conduct and discipline of an army employed against the 
enemy, in the field; and I am thoroughly convinced, that 
whatever may lie the result in my hands, ^British army cannot 
be kept in the field for any length of time, unless the officers 
composing it. have some hope that their exertions will certainly 
be rewarded by promotion ; and that to be abroad on service, 
and to do their duty with zeal and intelligence, afford prospects 
of promotion not afforded by the mere presence of an officer 
with his regiment, and his hearing the King’s commission for 
a certain number of years. / i 

' I have been indudfcd to communicate these opinion? to you, 
from the consideration of the claims.of those office! ts to which 
I have drawn your attention at the commencement of this 
Setter,, from a strong conviction of their truth, apd not, I as- 
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sure you, 1'roin any interest l feel in the result. I would not 
give one pin to have the disposal of every commission in the 
army. , 

‘ Believe me, S»c. 

‘ Lieut . Colonel Torrens .' ‘ ki.lington. 

Lieut. Gene.rxti Fixcouni fCe/lington, A'./’., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

* Mv n v. \ r Sin. ‘ ( ■elurico, tth August, 1810. 

‘ 1 am i it it in communication with the.«Secretarv of State for 
Fo’eign Adairs, ifnd i do not interfere in the political con¬ 
cerns of the Govei*hment ; hut I should recommend to you to 
draw Lord YVelleslev s attention to t!ie arrangement for the 
Government of •Portugal ialelv made in the Brazils, and to 
the principles on which it has been made. 

‘ It is extraordinary that during the time that yon and 1 
have been working here to give strength and stability to fliiT 
Government, and principally’to support Dom 31. do IVti jaz, 
as being the best instrument to co-operate with us to carry on 
the war, the King’s ?d blister in the Brazils should have pro¬ 
moted a new arrangement of tile Government, purposely cal¬ 
culated to destroy the very influence which we had supported. 
Then the admission of Doctor Jtavmomio Nogueira into the 
Regency, and the reasons for litis admission, arc truly ludicrous. 
He is to aid in the destiuctioA of the influence of the Secre¬ 
tariat which we had labored to establish and support, and his 
appointment is to he agreeable to tin* lower orders, from among 
whom lie is selected ! 

‘ It is Unfortunate for the people of the Peninsula that we 
in England have always t hought proper to give a democralical 
character to their proceedings; whereas nothing was ever far¬ 
ther from their intentions. The principle of all the actions of 
the good people of these countries is anti-Gailican, and that 
alone: all that they desire is, that they should be saved front 
the grasp iff the French, and it is a matter of indifference to 
them by what ptAsons, »r by what class of persons, their salva¬ 
tion is erected. In the abstract, 1 believe, that they would 
prefer f<vbe governed by ihc higher classes, from a feeling that 
those,belonging to the higher classes have turned their minds 
more to»the busificss? of Government, have more experience 
and capacity in the t??ms < iiction of public business, and are 
more deserving of their confidence, as being more likely to 
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save them from the French. If indeed the Doctor had ever 
shown any talents as a political character, there might be some 
reasons for his appointment; but as it. is, it is absurd and mis¬ 
chievous. •• 

‘ That which we want in Portugal is. that the Government 

* should be supported in all its measures in the Brazils; and 
that it,should acquire strength and confidence in its own mea¬ 
sures, in consequence of that support. The King's Minister in 
the Brazils might be*, highly useful by using Itis influence for 
that object. We also require that there should be some per¬ 
manence in the authority of the persons employed to govern 
this country, and that men's minds should be diverted from 
an expectation of change bv every vessel which arrives from 
the Brazils. Here also the King’s Minister in the Brazils can 
be highly useful to us; but I must observe, that it is by the 

‘adoption of a line of conduct directly the reverse of that, which 
he Has followed lately. 

‘ I hope that my letter to the Prince Regent, written in 
April, had not arrived in the Brazils before this arrangement 
was made, as nothing can be more inconsistent with the prin¬ 
ciples anti practice recommended in that letter than what is 
contained in the papers which you transmitted to me. 

‘ Believe me, Sic. 

• C. Stuart, Esq.' ‘ Wellington. 


‘ Lard Eisrmmt Wellington, Marshal General, $c., tn the Portuguese. 

‘ The time which has elapsed during which the enemy has 
remained on the frontiers of Portugal, must have proved to 
the Portuguese nation what they have to' expect from the 
French. The inhabitants of some villages have remained in 
them, confiding in the promises of the enemy, and hoping that 
l|v treatiyg the enemies of their country well, fc tliey nvght 
conciliate and mollify them, and inspire them with humane 
sentiments; that their property would be- respected, their 
females preserved, from butal outrage, and their lives secured. 
Vain hopes ! The inhabitants of these submissive places 'have 
suffered all the evils which a cruel enotiiy could*inflict j their 
property has been plundered, their .habitations burnt, their 
women atrociously violated, and those whose age or sex did 
* This is a translation, not tiiu ofiginal draft, 1 * 
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not provoke the brutal violence of the soldiers, have fallen 
victims to the imprudent confidence which they placed in 
promises made only to be broken. 

* The Portuguese must now see that no «thcr means remain 
to avoid the evils with which they are threatened, hut a de¬ 
termined and vigorous resistance, and a firm resolution to ob¬ 
struct, as much as possible, the advance of the enemy into the 
interior of the kingdom, by removing out of his reach all such 
things as may contribute to his subsistence or facilitate his 
progress. These are the only and most certain means to pre¬ 
vent the evils witlAvhich the country is threatened. 

‘ The army under ttiv command will protect as large a pro¬ 
portion of the country as is possible; blit it is obvious that 
the people alone can deliver themselves by a vigorous resist¬ 
ance, and preserve their goods by removing them out of the 
reach of the enemy. The duties therefore that bind mete? 
liis If oval i Ugliness the Prince Regent of Portugal and tfl the 
Portuguese nation, oblige nte to make use of the power and 
authority with which I am furnished, to compel the careless 
and indolent to make the necessary efforts to preserve them¬ 
selves front the dangers which threaten them, and to save their 
country. In conformity with this, I make known and declare 
that all magistrates and persons in authority, who shall remain 
in the villages or towns, aftet* having received orders from the 
military officer to remove from them, and all persons, of what¬ 
ever class they may he, who shall maintain the least commu¬ 
nication with, or aid and assist in any manner, shall be con¬ 
sidered as traitors to the state, and tried and punished as such 
an enormous crime requires. 

•4th August, 1S1V ''Wellington. 


• PORTUGAIS. 

* Les arrrees du grand Napoleon sont stir vos frontieres, et vont entrer sur 
votr* territoire en amis, et non pas en vainqueurs. Elies no vienyent pas pour 
faire la guerre, main pour combuttre crux qui vous portent a la faire. Portugais ! 
ouvrez les yeux sur vos interefcj. Qu’a fait rAngleierre pour que vous souftriez 
la presence de ses sobTats. sur votre sol ? Kile a detruit vo' fabriques, mine votre 
commerce, et paralyse votre iudusiric, dans In seule viuAl’iiitroduire cbez vous 
des ubjets manufactures dans &(g ateliers, et de vous rendie ses tributaires. 
Que fait-elle aujourd’liui pour que’vous erabrassicS la cause injuste qui a soulev6 
contre ellc Routes les puftsan^es du continent P Elle vous trompc sur les res id tats 
d’une campagbe, ou elle ne veijfc riqp risquer; elle se fait un rempart de vos batal- 
lions, comine si votre sang ne devait etre compte pour rieij; elle se tient en mesure 
de.vous aban^oncjcr quand ccja couviendra a ses interets, dut-il en rq^nlter fies 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Shtplelun Cotton, Burt. 

I 

* My dkar (Jotton, , * Ctdorieo, fith August, 9 P.M., 1810. 

‘ 1 wish that vof'i would take an opportunity of making a 
telegraph signal to General Cox at an early hour in the morn¬ 
ing, and state to him the following three sentences. 

* “ 7'lic deserters tell us that the report in the enemy’s 
camp is that they will attempt to take Almeida by storm.” 

* “ We do not belif ve the enemy will make this attempt.” 

‘ “ Be prepared, particularly with your flank lire, every 
morning before day.’’ 

‘ I received Loison’s letter, and sent Gordon with an answer. 
Send in the inhabitant of Linhares when he shall arrive at 
Freixedas. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Lt. Gen. Sir S . Cotton. Burt. * U ELLINGTON. 

t 

l.icut. Gi nernt Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

* My PEAK i f ILL, * Cduvico, 5lu August, 1810. 

* 1 have received your letters to the 2nd, 8 i\m. It appears 

doinmages pour les votres. et pour inert re .e comnle a ie> in.tux. e* son insa¬ 
tiable ambit ion. j’.du envoio ses iais'vau\ eaniw-i peris j«nir t-mait'iicr «l:ius 
sus colonies c.t ux be vos ei.fnns tub ;i«*rt=:it iVniiper a;.k dangers euxqueUcs 
till* les ii'.’ia e:,p.».-e snr i.; t. ontiii' iii. a^;. •■ouduiic <;t* son antni: devaot Ciudad 
Rodrigo in* voi.s d.'l-ele pas a.-.si / ft* cut* vmis gov* z ;.lt* ndro do srmhiah'cs 
allies ? N*oi;l*ils pas excite la garni:.on ct irs inaiheureux iabitnuts do col to 
place ]iar ties‘pro messes i/ompeuscs. ot unt j is brine mu*. stub* an.orce pour les 
secourir ? Pins reeemment enauo n::t. Us j »•*{■« queiqe.es uns cuts lours dans 
Almeida, si tv n\st un gimverneur charge do vous engager a urn* dtieuse aussi 
mal tMitendue quo o liv; do Ciudad Rodrigo ? ot no vous oni- iis pas l iit outrage on 
mettunt aiiiM dans in. balance mi s**itl Anglais coatre six miile de votre nation ? 
Portu>rais ! no vous i.nssez pas-abuser plus lougtems; le puissant, souverain, dont 
taut do peoples bolUsst i:t. los 'mis, la lore/*, et le genie, vent assurer votre prospe¬ 
rity ; mettez urns sous sun egii.e. aecueiilez sos soldats en amis, et vous tmiiveioz 
Bipete pour v#s personaas, et vos pruprieies. Les lnaux qui rosultent de 1'etc.t de 
la guerre vous sunt ctu.nus: vous saver, qu'ils vous menace lit. dans tons ce quo 
vous avez de plus cher, dans vos enfans, dans vos parens, vos amis, vos fortunes, 
et dans votre existence politique et privee. Prenez done unc resolution qui vous 
offre tous los avuntagts de la jiaix. liestez tranquilles dans vos habitations, 
l.vrez vous a vos travaux domestiques. et no K‘.gardez coinine vos t\i mm ft quo 
ceux qui vous conseiiieut uno guerre t.u routes les chances sont cantrc R* bien 
de votre pays. * 

k Le Marechal Prince d’Kssling, Commandant '"n Chef de )'Atfn6e de Por¬ 
tugal. 


£ t Masskna.’ 
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to me that the disposition which yon have made of your corps 
will answer perfectly. 

f It is very desirable that Le Cor should keep his station at 
Fu»diib,or indeed upon the Serra d’Alpedryiha, at least till he 
shall be obliged to retire by the enemy’s movements upon him, 
as his corps preserves the communication between you and me. 

‘ I think that one of his battalions at Caria, keeping a good 
look out towards Penamacor, would be of use for the same 
object. There is nothing new on this si d,c. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. Gen. Hill.' ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.H., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

• My Loud, ‘ Celorico, 5th August, 1810. 

‘ I have the honor to enclose an estimate of the expecf<jjJ, 
expenditure of the army in the Peninsula to the 24th August, 
and of the expected means to the same period. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

’ The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.J1., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Hart. 

‘ M v dear Cotton, . ‘ Celurieo, Gtli August, 1810. 

‘ I wish to mention to you that I have received complaints 
from different quarters, of the conduct of the Hussars towards 
the inhabitants of the country, and their conduct lias been so 
bad as to exasperate them exceedingly. It lias gone so far 
that they have inquired whether they might kill the Germans 
in our service, as *vell as in the service of the French, when 
urged to resist the enterprises of tin? latter. 

‘ There is really no excuse for a soldier in. the service of 
Great Britain plundering; and I shall,be obliged to you if you 
will‘talk seriously to Arcntschildt upon the subject,‘and point 
out to him how irtifortuqate it would be, if this conduct, which 
can be of advantage, to nobody, should deprive his regiment of 
the reputation which they,have acquired. ** . 

‘ ''ile to Cocks upon it also, as wel[ as to any other officers 
who may command, detachments of Hussars. 

• Believe me, Stc. 

“ Wellington.. 


‘ Lt. Gen. Sir S, Cotton, Hart.' 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

1 My DEAR Cotton, 1 ‘ Celoriro, 7th Aug., i- past 11 a.m., 1810. 

‘ It would bo vtrv desirable to remove your hospital farther 
to the rear than it is. Those men who can ride on horseback 
might be kept either with their regiments, or if they require 
more Vest than they can get with their regiments, they might 
be sent here : but those who cannot ride should be sent to the 
hospital in the rear. , 

‘ The Ordenan/a have cut up a few Trenchmen, and taken 
some horses and prisoners near Villar Mayor, and the 1st regi¬ 
ment of Portuguese cavalry appeal', by an account from Ilill, 
to have taken 18 and killed 12, near Atalaya. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

t'm'.ieut. General ‘ Wellington. 

tjir S. Cotton, Bart.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K. Ii., to Lieut.. General Hilt. 

‘ My DEAR IIii.l, ‘ Celoriro, 7tli August, 1810. 

• I received, in the night, your letter of the 1th, and I am 
anxious to receive the further accounts of the success of the 
1st regiment of cavalry. 

‘ 1 have heard complaints from General Leith of the incon¬ 
venience which he feels from the weather in the occupation of 
his position on the Codecs and the Zezere; andi adverting.to 
the existing situation of affairs, I am of opinion that it will 
be expedient to keep his corps in reserve, rather than throw it 
in the position which I had allotted t,o it. 

‘Besides the'roads between the Zezeni and the Tagus, 
which you and Le Ooj; occupy, there is one on the right of 
the Zezere leading from Belmonte to Covilhao, and thence 
to Pampilhosa, and turning the head of the Alva towards 
Thomar. * This road is excessively bad, and scarcely prac¬ 
ticable for troops; hut 1 observe that the enemy’s inquiries 
have lately been' for the road to Covilhao, and it is not im¬ 
possible but that"they may intend to push a column^thaMvay, 
w hich plight intercept the cornmunicatio'n between you and me. 

‘'"I also observe the movement of th6 corps fromAr.dalusia 
into Estremadura. The movements (f this corps may render 
it desirable that \ve should have more security, for our light 
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than the Marquis de la Roniana can give us ; and this is ano¬ 
ther reason why Major General Leith’s division should be in 
reserve. At the same time, that if the press should be made 
upon you, it will be in vour power or mine* to throw him into 
the position formerly proposed for him on the Zezere and the 
Codes. 

‘ 1 enclose a copy of the instructions which I have given 
him this day, to which I beg your attention, as well as to the 
views I have for placing him in reserve* as explained in this 
letter. 

‘ Relieve me, &c. 

'Lieut General Hill.' * WlilXINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to Major General Leith. 


‘Sin, ‘ Olorico, "th August, 18 10. 

‘ 1 have had the honor of receiving your letter of thg 5lh 
instant, and I entirely concur with you in the expediency of 
keeping your troops under cover as much, aad for as great a 
length of time, as possible. None of the regiments of this 
army, excepting those which prefer it, are now out. All are 
cantoned in the villages. 

“ T beg of you to dispo.se of your troops as follows, till you 
shall receive directions from Lieut. General Hill or from me, 
to alter this disposition : 


Kigueiro fios Yinlios 
Cabai.’os 

Thoniar 

Barca de Codes' . 
Torres Novas 
Santarem . 



The 8tli Portuguese regt. of infantry. 
One Portuguese do. do. 

Du. do. do. 

Three battalions of British infantry. 
Two brigades of Portuguese artillery. 
One battalion of Portuguese militia. 
Two do.. do. do. 

One regiment of Portuguese cavalry. 
One do. do. do. 


‘*1 shall thus have it in my power to dispose of ^our coi^ts 
either in support* of Ligut. General Hill, or to preserve the 
communication between Lieut. General Hill u*nd this army ; or 
to cover # the right and cpmmunicate with fhe Marquis de la 
llomana, as 1 may thfttk proper. 

‘ I request you to lfct General Hill know what arrangements 
have been*made for thj defence of the line which you were to 
have occupied under your former instructions. 
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‘ 1 have written to the Portuguese Government respecting 
the difficulties in supplying the Portuguese troops under your 
command, which, adverting to tlicir numbers, and to the 
stations whicli thevf occupy, appear to me most extraordinary. 

1 I have the honor to he, &c. 

' Major General Leith.' ' Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Si} Stapleton Cotton. Bart. 

‘ My dear Cotton, ‘ Celorico, st.li Aug,, I, past 8 f.m., i8io. 

‘ I have just received your note of half past 5 p.m., which 
contains interesting intelligence, which is confirmed from other 
quarters. If you keep a strong poston your right at Juru- 
mella, which can patrole the roads leading from Gastello 
Aiciido, Castello Bom, and Ponte de Sequeiros, nothing of any 
importance can come upon your right. 

‘ The post at Jurmnella might retire direct upon Itoca- 
mundo, and theficc into the plain near Ponte do Ladrao. 

‘ Your post at Freixedas becomes very important in case 
of the enemy making the siege. Ask Cox, in the morning, if 
they have broke ground ; and ascertain by all means in your 
power, if the numbers augment in your front on this side of 
the Coa. 

‘ Believe nte, Ste. 

• Lieut. General .. ‘ Wellington. . 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington^K.B ., to Vice Admiral 
1 «. the Hon. G. Berkeley. t , 

• Mv dear Sir, . ‘ Celorico, 8th August, 1810. 

‘ 1 have tliis' day received ymjr letter of the 3rd. 

‘ I had a letter from 'Sir Bichard Keats, written from off 
thV Tagus’; but neither from him, nor from Government, have 
I had the slightest intimation of any.stich design as that of 
which you have’apprized me. If Government had not ex¬ 
pressed a wish that I should not do so, I should liavy brought 
the greatest part of the’ British troops ai Cadiz round to the 
Tagus before this time; and at ail evehts,- knowing how im¬ 
portant it will be to have a very strflngf’lieet in the 'Iagus when 
we shall embark, 1 1 proposed to Sir Richard Keats, in my 
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answer to his letter, that if he should think it possible to quit 
Cadiz, he should come round to the Tagus with his squadron; 
and at all events, that he should send roynd the transports not 
immediately required for the service of tins troops there. I 
assure you that I have had no intimation from Government 
of this plan, and most particularly none respecting yourself. 

‘ Mr. Stuart will make you acquainted witli the state of 
affairs here. The Portuguese troops are behaving very well, 
and if Government will act as if they werft in earnest in their 
desiiv to save this country, and wiil reinforce 11 s handsomely, 
we shall not lose it. 

* Believe me, &c. 

• Vice Admiral * ‘ Wki.mxcton. 

the lion. O. Berkeley: 

Extract of a Loiter to Eire Admiral Sir Richard Keats, K.B., 
iV’C. <Ve. <Vc. t 

‘ CViorico, 8th August, 1810. 

‘ Iti respect to other objects, von will observe, that even 
though I should be obliged to retire from Portugal, there are 
still many strong places on the; coasts of Spain, by means of 
which the contest in the Peninsula mav be kept up. Tarra¬ 
gona, Tortosa, Pciliscola, •Valencia, Alicante, Carthagena, as 
well as Cadiz, are fortified and .garrisoned ; and possibly each, 
but certainly most of them, in a situation to receive important 
assistance from his Majesty’s fleet. . 

‘ I do not know whether your station extends beyond Cadiz, 
but if it doos not, the •influence which you must possess over 
Sir Charles Cotton would induce him to attend to these 
places.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hun. 

H. Wellesley. 

‘ My dear Henry, ‘ Celorieo. 8th August, 18iff. 

‘ Since 1 have commanded the troops in this country, I have 
always treated the French officers and soldiers who have been 
made, prisoners with the utmost humanity ancj attention ; and 
in ninperons instances* I htive saved (heir Jives. The only 
motive wliicli I have had for this conduct, lias been that they 
might treat our officers Intf soldiers well, who might fail into 
their hands^ar^l I must.do the French the justice to sqy that 
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they have been universally well treated, and in recent instances 
the wounded prisoners of the British army have been taken 
care of before the wounded of the French army. 

‘ On this principle I interested myself last year in favor of 
General Franceschi, who had been taken by a guerrilla in 
Castille, and had been confined in the Alhambra at Grenada; 
but the Junta would not attend to my application to exchange 
him; nor would they allow the money to be given to him 
which I had sent lit ere for him. 'Fill 1 received the other 
day from Madame Franceschi the duplicate of a letter which 
she had written to me in January, I belfieved that General 
Franceschi had been released from confinement when the 
French entered Grenada; but 1 conclude that it is not the 
case, and that he is now in confinement at Carthasrna, or at 
Alicante. 

‘ If he should be so, 1 shall be very much obliged to you 
if yVni will send to him the enclosed letter, which contains one 
from his wife, and I beg you also to send him one hundred 
dollars. I also wish you to urge the Regency to allow' him to 
be exchanged. Let me hear from you what is become of him. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 

‘The Hight lion. II. Wellesley.’ ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the. Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Loim, ‘ Celorico, 8th August, 1810. 

‘ I enclose the weekly state of the army to the Isc of August, 
and that of the troops at Cadiz to the 1st of June. 

‘ I likewise eh close the weekly state of the detachments at 
Lisbon to the 1st of August; from which your Lordship 
will be able to see how the number of sick absent on the mili¬ 
tary return is made up. Besides the hospital and establish¬ 
ment at Lisbon and Belem, there is one at Coimbra, and one 
at Figueira; and there are sick man on their passage from 
Figueira to Lisbon. 

‘I have the,honor to be, &c, 


' The Earl of Liverpool.' •’ 


Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Karl oj Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

* Mr Lord, ‘ CJlorieo, Stli August, 1810. 

‘ In my letter of the 1st instant, I omittSd to inform you 
that Lieut. Colonel Wvmlhain, of the Royal Dragoons, had 
been taken prisoner on the 80th July. 

‘It appears by his own account that, being Field*Offi¬ 
cer of the day, he was visiting the advanced vedettes, and 
he rode up to one of* those of the enemy, and was immediately 
taken by some Frerlth hussars. I understand that he is well 
treated by the French ; and l have sent him money, which I 
know that he lms.receivtd. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

• The Kart of Liverpool' 4 Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of LiverpM, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ Mr Lord, ‘ Celorico, 8tli August, 1810. 

‘ The estimate of the expenses of the army, and the re-. 
sources to cover them, which I forwarded to your Lordship 
on the 1st instant, will have shown you that the latter have 
increased considerably lately. 

‘ It is impossible to tell how" long it will be in our power to 
procure this increased supply of money for bills upon Eng¬ 
land ; but I should hope that we areTiot likely to feel distress 
before the specie expected will have arrived from America. 

‘ I am concerned to inform your Lordship that from the 
communications which I have had with the Portuguese. Go¬ 
vernment and Marshal Bcresford, I have reason to apprehend 
a failure in its pecuniary resources. 

‘ In my dispatch of the 14lii of November, lb()9, I made 
your.Lordship acquainted with the reshit of the financial state 
of this government, as furnished to me officially by its officers, 
from which it apjyiared fliat there was a very large deficiency 
of means to cover the cstimated^expense. » 

‘ 'l*he expenses of die government have .been increased 
beyond the estimate furnished to me by the same eve.its jyid 
circumstanVs which*have increased the expenses of the British 
army, and by their havi'ig actually in the fit'Id, in active em- 
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ployment, a much larger proportion of the militia forces than 
had been expected by them. At the same time I have reason 
to believe that the receipts of the revenue have not been mate¬ 
rially increased. p 

£ 1 was not employed in this country when the estimate was 
framed of the expense of 10,000 men of the Portuguese army, 
on which the original subsidy, and its subsequent increase at 
different periods, were founded ; but 1 believe that that esti¬ 
mate was a verv erroneous one, that it did not include many 
expenses attending the number of men estimated for ; and t he 
prices estimated were lower than those paid at that time, and 
much lower than those of the same articles at a subsequent 
period. < 

‘ His Majesty’s Government will have received full infor¬ 
mation from the King’s Minister at Lisbon upon this sub¬ 
ject ; but it is obvious that, although his Majesty has afforded 
to the Portuguese Government very large pecuniary assist¬ 
ance, the sums with which he has assisted them have not been 
adequate to defray the military expenses, which they were at 
different times intended to defray, with the exception of the 
sum for the increase of pay for the Portuguese officers, and 
that for the pay of the British officers. 

‘ It is difficult to consider of the mode of increasing the 
pecuniary means of tile Portuguese Government without 
adverting to their whole system and conduct. 

‘ There is great firmness, considerable talent and ability, 
great zeal, and the best inclination in the persons who com¬ 
pose the Government in Portugal, but they are unfortunately 
under the control of the Government of the Brazils ; and it is 
difficult, if not impossible, to prevail ujVon them to adopt 
measures of obvious-advantage, and even necessity, because 
some of them are referable t*» the Prince himself, and others 
interfere with long established but vicious customs and pre¬ 
judices. The local Government do not feel themselves suffi¬ 
ciently strong in the support of the Government in the Brazils 
to attempt the' reforms in all branches of the Government 
which the circumstances of the country require ; avd the con¬ 
sequence is, that mafiy regulations of trade and finance, by 
which the revenue of the country would be much increased, 
have not been carried into execution.^ 
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• The King’s minister at Lisbon wifcl have acquainted his 
Majesty’s Government of the party existing in Portugal, not 
favorable to the French, nor hostile to the influence of his 
Majesty’s Government over the Portuguese councils, but 
jealous of the authority of the local Government, and under¬ 
mining its influence, and paralyzing its power by their private 
communications and intrigues through their friends and rela¬ 
tions with the Government in the Brazils. 

1 This party can be successfully checked and resisted only 
bv the cordial support given to the measures of the local 
Government in Portugal by the King's minister in the Ilrazils; 
and till that is done, our efforts in this country, either to 
increase the rcwmie, or to govern the country as it ought to 
be governed in the critical situation in which it is placed, must 
fail in producing their effects. 

‘ In my dispatch of the 1-1 ill of November, 1809, 1 points 
out to your l/irdship one cause of the decline of the rev&iues 
of Portugal, and their deficiency to defray the expenses of the 
Government, in the direct trade of his Majesty’s subjects to 
the Brazils. Mis Majesty’s Government must be the best 
judges of the policy of foregoing the advantages to be derived 
by his subjects, and by the revenue of Great Britain, by this 
direct trade, for the political advantage of increasing the 
revenue and means, and supporting the power of his Majesty's 
allies in the Peninsula. 

• ‘ 1 have reason to believe that the whole amount of the 
subsidy paid to Portugal is not equal to the loss of revenue 
alone, without reckoning other advantages surrendered by the 
establishment of the direct trade of his Majesty’s subjects to 
the Brazils; and'all the improvements which can be made in 
the revenue in Portugal will not make the revenue adequate 
to the expense. 

.1 have thought it proper to briflg this subject under the 
consideration of Jiis Majesty’s Government, as being very fm- 
portant at the present moment. 

‘ I have the honor tojie, &c. 

The Eani uf Liverpool.' - ‘'Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscountt Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

4 My Lord, ‘ Celorico, 8th August, 1810, 

‘ Although I have no concern with the naval operations on 
the coasts of the Peninsula, I think it proper to draw your 
Lordship’s attention to the objects referred to in the enclosed 
extract of a letter which I have written to Sir Richard Keats, 
in order to draw his attention to them, in case he should have 
authority from Government or means to attend to them. 

‘ It would be very desirable to have a squadron of men of 
war, with a few victuallers and store ships, on the eastern 
coast of the Peninsula, and in communication with the General 
Officer commanding the troops in Catalonia and Valencia, in 
order to assist these places, to encourage their resistance to the 
enemy, and eventual lv, if necessary and practicable, to carry 
Thf their garrisons. 

‘ * I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ W ELLINGTON. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ Mv Lord, ‘ Celorico, 8th August, 1810. 

‘ The enemy have made no movement of importance in front 
of this army since I addressed you on the 1st instant. They 
still maintain their position before Almeida, with a small corps 
on this side of the Coa,.with their right at Pinhcl; and the 
main body, of their army is near Almeida, and between the 
Coa and Agueda. 

‘ They have not yet broke ground before Almeida; and I 
have not received accounts, upon which I 1 can rely, of any 
preparations for the siege of Almeida. 

‘ The corps of Regnier, which had appeared first at IVavas 
Frias, and afterwards a< Salvaterra, passed a detachment of 
cavalry and infantry across the mountains from Valverde and 
Cilleros to Penamacor on the 31st of July, and they occupied 
Zibreira at the s,hme time. 

‘ I am informed by General Hill that the 1st rflgimfnt of 
Portuguese cavalry, Under Colonel Cliristophe, fell moon a 
party of French cavalry belonging to this’ detachment which 
were in Atalaya on the 3rd instant, aid pursued them to the 
neighbourhood oi Penamacor, and killed twelve, and took 
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eighteen prisoners. I have not received the details of this 
affair, which Lieut. General Hill mentions as creditable to the 
troops, and cannot report our own loss. * 

‘ The Portuguese ordenanza, also in, that part of the 
country, have fallen upon one of the cneni j 's detachments, of 
which they killed twenty-five. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill holds Castello Branco with the ad¬ 
vanced guard of his infantry ; Brigadier General Fane, with 
the 13th light dragoons and four regigients of Portuguese 
cavalry, being in his front along the Ponsul. 

‘ ltegnier had stnt a detachment across the Tagus, appa¬ 
rently with a view to secure the boats on the river, which 
detachment occupied a fortified post at the junction of the Rio 
del Monio with the Tagus. This post was attacked by 
Brigadier General Don Carlos dc Espafia, and he carried it, 
with a loss to the enemy of 150 men killed, wounded, ai:sl 
prisoners. 

f Mortier’s corps has moved from the Guadalquivir, and 
by the last accounts had arrived at Fregemfl, in the Sierra 
Morcna. The Marquis de la Itomana, from whom I heard 
on the 4th, appears to think the movements of this corps 
are not decided, and that they have been made solely to 
divert his attention front the Tagus. But as I find by 
my accounts from Cadiz to the 28th of July that General 
Lacy was about to return thither, and that all contest had 
ceased in the Sierra de la Honda, I, imagine that the move¬ 
ment of Morticr is decided, and that he will establish himself 
in Estremadura, in obedience to the orders received from the 
Emperor. t 

‘ J trust, howcv r, that advantage will have been taken of 
the absence of the enemy from Estremadura, for nearly a 
month, to fill the magazines of all the fortified ^places, and to 
provide for the subsistence of the arnjy of the Marquis de la 
Romana, in. conformity with the arrangement \vhic5h I made 
with him when lit; was, at my head quarters at Alverea, and 
with my repeated*suggestions since. 

‘ In the north, the French had advanced with a detachment 
of ca'Valry and infantny, and taken possession of Puebla de 
Sanabria on the 2,9ih of July, from whence the Spanish 
General Taboada had rittirad. 
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‘ General Silveira |>ad moved out from Braganza with 
some infantry, and a detachment of 200 cavalry ; and he in- 
fornix me in a letter of the 4th, that his cavalry had on that 
morning totally defeated that of the enemy, having taken 
forty prisoners, dfily two officers, and one soldier having 
escaped. > 

‘ When he wrote in the evening of the 4th, the enemy’s 
detachment of infantry were shut up in Puebla de Sanabria by 
that under his command, and that of General Taboada. 

‘ I have the honor tc be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. s 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Celorieo, 6th August, 1610. 

<rr * My dispatch of this day will have shown your Lordship 
that we may hope that all the trouble taken, and expenses 
incurred, to form the Portuguese army, will not have been 
thrown away; and adverting to the state of the contest in the 
Peninsula, and the state of the enemy’s force both here and 
elsewhere, I cannot avoid again recommending to the con¬ 
sideration of his Majesty’s Government the means of rein¬ 
forcing this army with British infantry. 

‘ In reference to the state of .health of a great part of the 
army, it might be desirable to send these troops into canton¬ 
ments in the neighbourhood of Lisbon, where they would be 
equally disposable lor service in other parts of the world, as 
they would be by remaining in his Majesty’s dominions. 

‘ I am also of opinion that three-fourths of the garrison now 
at Cadiz might.be withdrawn from thencp with safety, and 
employed with advantage in this country. 

. ‘ I have the honor to be, Sec. 

• The Earl of Liverpool.' , ‘Wellington. 

%*■ H I 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington K.B., to Lieut . General Hill . 

* My dear IIiLLr, ‘ Celoric.v, 9th August, 1810. 

e I have received the duplicates of your letters of the 6th 
and 7th. t , 

‘ Nothing of importance has occurred hgre. There is more 
appearance of the intention on the oartj of the enemy to attack 
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Almeida than there has been beforebut they have not vet 
broken ground. 

‘ Silveira’s cavalry have cut up one of the enemy’s detach¬ 
ments of cavalry near Puebla de Sanabri". and have taken 
forty prisoners. With his infantry, anc that of General 
Taboada, he had 400 French infantry shut up in Puebla de 
Sanabria, and he expected on the 4th that they would sur¬ 
render before morning; but I have not heard from him since 
the 4th, and 1 am apprehensive that the French will have 
been relieved. 

‘ 1 am a little Anxious about Mortier’s movements into 
Estremadura; not on account of the progress he will make, 
but I think that *he Marquis de la Komana is inclined to fight 
a battle. If we can only avoid any disaster of importance for 
6ome time, I hope we may do some good at last. 

‘ Tell Fane not to allow his cavalry to engage without evi¬ 
dent advantage. • 

‘ I do not think that the enemy can throw forwards any 
large body of cavalry on your side till he shall advance in 
earnest. 

‘ Encourage the ordenanza by all the means in your power; 
and make the inhabitants carry off their property, and be pre¬ 
pared to quit their villages. 

* Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut. General Hill : ‘ Wkllington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K. tf., to Lieut. General Hill. 

1 My dear Hill, ‘Celorico, 10th August, 1810, 

‘ I write to let you know that I have detached General 
Madden’s brigade of Portuguese cavalry, hitherto attached 
to General Leith, to the Marquis de la Romana. It will be 
necessary, therefore, that when you shall retire^ you should 
take with you through the mountains two regiments instead 
of ore of Portuguese cavalry, leaving Fane with three regi¬ 
ments, including tbe 13tb, on the left of the Tagus. 

‘ There is one* squadron belonging to Madden’s brigade, 
now with Le Cor, which ought to be sent to JElvas to join its 
brigade, and you can r§pla«e it by one of Fanfe’s; let it march 
to Porialegre and Arronches, and thence to Campo Mayor* as 
that is the-oute which* Madden himself will take I have 



324 


PORTUGAL. 


1810 


ordered some horse artiflery to join Fane from Lisbon. There 
is nothing new. 

, ‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill., ‘ Wellington. 

‘ P.S. I have Tvceived your letter of. yesterday, and I 
enclose an official’answer, which you may send to General 
Regnier, or not, as you like. 

‘ When you send your answer, do not date where your head 
quarters arc.’ ' 3 

« 

Lieut. General Vi .tenant Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Graham. 
• Sir. * Celorico, 10th August, 1810. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your letters of the 22nd 
of July (marked No. 30), and that of the 22nd (marked 
Sftoarale). 

‘ l,t certainly appears that Government arc not aware of the 
exact situation of affairs in Spain, notwithstanding the pains 
which have been taken to apprise them of their state; and it 
appears from Lieut. Colonel Hunluiry’s letter that they have 
still less knowledge of the position and strength of the different 
French corps in Spain. 

‘ In my opinion Sir John Stuart has not been ordered to 
send the reinforcements to the Peninsula ; and it has been left 
to his discretion whether to send them or not, in the same 
manner as it was left to the discretion of the Commanding 
Officer in Halifax, whether he would send the reinforcements 
from thence. , 

• When responsibility for the safety of the territory under 
their charge is thus placed upon the officers commanding in 
them, it cannot be expected that they would detach their 
troops; more,particularly as at the very moment the enemy 
may threaten an attack upon the point from which the troops 
. ar£ to be drawn. But even if all the troops expected from the 
Mediterranean should be added to your corps, I should still 
be of opinion tlyit the attempt to raise the:siege of Cadiz is 
one of considerable risk. Jf, however, you consider the letter 
from Lieut. Colonel Banbury to be 'an iptimation off the wishes 
of Government upon that subject, I beg f you »to detaui the 
trnnns. if thev should arrive from the Mediterranef.i. 
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‘ My letter to Mr. Wellesley, of tl is date, will make you 
acquainted with the situation of affairs in this quarter.; and 
you will see what little effect the operations of General Lacy, 
and others in the Sierra de la Ronda, and of General Copons 
between the Guadiana and Guadalqui' r, have upon the 
enemy’s plans. 

‘ My own opinion is, that this country is their qhject at 
present; and, as usual, they will abandon every thing else 
that does not contribute to its attainment. If I had not 
received the communication of the pleasure of Government* 
upon this subject, I should pursue the same plan, and with¬ 
draw you and three-fourths of your force from Cadiz in order 
to increase our strength here; and with that force, and any 
reinforcement, we might hope for some success, and any suc¬ 
cess would relieve Cadiz, and re-establish matters in the 
Peninsula. 

‘ I am concerned to hear of the desertioh of the troops from 
Cadiz ; but I am sorry to add that this criing has been, and is 
still, but too common in this army. 

• 1 beg to draw your attention to the orders which I have 
given this day respecting the private correspondence of the 
officers of the army. I was astonished some time ago to see 
in the English newspapers °n accurate account of the batteries 
and works erecting at Cadiz and on the Isla, with the number 
of guns, and of what calibre, each was to contain, and their 
distance from each other, and fron* the enemy’s works. This 
information must have been extracted from the letter of an 
officer. If officers wish to give their friends this description 
of information, they should request them not to publish their 
letters in the newspapers. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Graham.' ‘ Wellington. 

A 

Liei't Gmneral Viscount Wellington, K.B., to t%e 
Marquis de la Romana. 

‘ a Celori#o, ce 10 Aout, 1810. 

‘ Mon c>»er Monsieur >.k Marquis, V 

‘ J ai donne des < rdreS aujourd’hifi a la brigade «d»^cava- 
lerie Poru.ugaise qui est sous les ordres du General Mad¬ 
den, d’aller se joindre^i vdus, et se mettre sous vos ordres. 
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* Vous savez que cetje cavalerie est neuve, mais les che- 
vaux sont bons, et ils sont bien armes et 6quippes; et je juge 
par ce qui est arrive de,ce cdte-ci que ces soldats feront leur 
devoir, si on leur ftrt justice a ne les exposant pas a des nom- 
bres inegaux. Le tt-ent>ral Madden est un offieier Anglais de 
beaucoup de talent/ 

‘ Je yous prie d’entendre que je vous attache ces regimens 
sous les conditions suivantes. 

‘ 1°. Des leur ent n'l en Espagne ils seront nourris, hommes 
.et. chevaux, selon l’etape Portugaise, pris ( des magasins de 
votre armee. Le General Madden vous fera savoir les rations 
d’officiers, de soldats, et de chevaux. 

* 2°. La discipline et l’economie interieurfe de ces deux 
regimens seront exclusivement sous la direction du General 
Madden. 

*' 3°. Quoique je ne desire pas (]ue ces regimens ne fassent 
pas le service ordinaire a leur tour avec les autres troupes, il 
faut, en toute occasion importante, qu’ils agissent ensemble 
sous les ordres de leur General et leurs propres officiers, et 
qu’ils ne soient pas detaches ou separes de la personnc de 
leur General avec differentes divisions de 1’armee. 

‘ 4°. Ils me seront renvoyes tout de suite que je les de- 
manderai. 

‘5°. En cas que le corps du Marquis de la Ilomana se 
trouve dans la necessity de sc jeter dans les places de la 
frontiere, cette brigade de* cavalerie sera envoyee a Elvas, ou 
dans la frontiere du Portugal pour attendre nouvel ordre de 
ma part. 

‘ Je ferai part au General Madden d’une copie de cette 
lettre comme instruction pour le guider. 

• ‘ Agreez, &c. 

* Le Marquis de la Romanu.' ‘ Wellington. 

, Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral ‘ 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

' My dear Sir, <■ • Oelorico, 10th August, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 6th, and I have taken 
such notice in the General Orders vif the letters which you 
enclosed, as will I hope prevent officers from Writing such 
nonsense in future. I am sorry to hrtir that our^Proctor’s 
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bills are so high, but we cannot helj it. 1 think that Lord 
March can do without his helmet for a little while. 

4 Believe me, &e. 

‘Vice Admiral ; ' Welli noton. 

the Hun. G. Berkeley.' > 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 

H. Wellesley. r 

< ‘ Celorico, lotli August, 1810. 

* After the fall of Ciudad Rodrigo, and the departure of # 
the division of General Carrera from this part of the country 
for Estremadura, the party of cavalry under the command of 
Colonel Don Julian Sanchez was left here without any com¬ 
munication with any Spanish corps, without pay or means of 
subsistence or support. 

* Adverting to the spirit of enterprise and intelligence 
which Don Julian had already manifested, and to the benefit 
which would result to the common cause from keeping his 
party embodied and in a state of activity, as*well by the mili¬ 
tary services it is capable of rendering, as by keeping alive the 
spirit of hostility against the French throughout Castille, Don 
Julian and his officers and party being connected in friendship 
with all the heads of parties of guerrillas in that country, I have 
deemed it expedient to attach Don Julian for the present to 
the British army, in hopes that the Marquis de la Romana 
and the Regency will approve of # the measure; and I have 
engaged to provide for the pay and subsistence of his party 
during the time that he shall be so employed. 

4 As he will probably be employed at a distance from the 
army, occasionally in Spain and occasionally in Portugal, and 
as it would be impossible to attach a commissary to him, I 
have thought it best to give him a certain allowance for the 
rations of each officer, soldier, and horse, by which all violence 
to the people of this country, and disputes and complaint^wiil 
be avoided. • 

* 1 enclose a dbpy of the estimate of the expense of this party 

for one month, amounting to 6955 dollars, which I have paid 
to Don Julian ; and which, of course,(.will be a charge against 
the bpanish Government. • 

4 As the' Marquis de*la Romana is in want of cavalry, 1 have 
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attached to his army ajibrigade of Portuguese cavalry, under 
the command of Brigadier General Madden, and I enclose the 
copy of the letter which l have written to the Marquis, con¬ 
taining the conditions on which I detached that body. 

\ e ‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

• The Bight Hun. H J Wellesley.' ' Welling ion. 

Lieut. General Viscouni Wellington , K.B., to the Bight Hon. 

( H. Wellesley. 

f * My dear Henry, ‘Celorieo, loth August, 1810. 

‘ 1 write to the Government every Wednesday for the 
packet which leaves Lisbon on Sunday morning; and to you 
every Friday, for the ship of war which leaves Lisbon on 
Monday for Cadiz; and 1 cannot adopt a better mode of 
making you acquainted with events here than by sending you 
a*copy of iny weekly dispatch to the Government. I now 
enclc/se the copy of that which I wrote on the 8th instant. 
Since then nothing important has occurred. 

‘ I have a letter from Silveira of the 5th, at which time the 
enemy had shown some larger force in his front, but not suffi¬ 
cient to induce him to raise the blockade of La Puebla. 

• I have letters from Badajoz of the 7th, and it appears that 
Mortier had made another forward inovement from Fregenal. 
I hope the Marquis de la llomana will not fight a battle; and 
if Government are really in earnest about this country, and 
will reinforce us handsomely, or indeed at all, we may still be 
able to save every thing. The French are remarkably cautious. 
They risk literally nothing. 

* I approved highly of the instructions of Government to 
the Governor of Cura<]oa, regarding the Curaccas, of which 
I conclude that you have a copy. In those to which you 
refer in your letter of the 28th July, they appear to have gone 
more into detail, and to have laid open their intentions in case 
of the occurrence of every possible event, more thar. was neces¬ 
sary just at the present moment. 

‘ I hope the Regency will have fineness to resist the demand 
of a free trade with the colonies; as a boon to the colonies, it 
might answer in some degree, ancT'might be connected, with 
measures of finance which would probably give ‘‘them a very 
large revenue. But we have no righft and it is t fie grossest 
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impolicy in us to demand it. Great Britain has ruined Portu¬ 
gal by her free trade with the Brazils: not only the customs 
of Portugal, to the amount of a million sterling per annum, 
are lost, hut tn'e fortunes of numerous individuals, who lived 
by this trade, a’ -• ruined; and Cadiz wiijfsuffer in a similar 
manner, if this demand is agreed to. Portugal would be now 
in a very different situation as an ally, if our trade with the 
Brazils was still carried on through Lisbon ; and I would only 
ask, is it. wise, or liberal, or just to destroy the power and 
resources, and absolutely to ruin our allies, in order to put, 
into the pockets of our merchants the money which before went 
into their treasuries, and would be now employed in the 
maintenance of military establishments against the common 
enemy ? 

* I have had no communication from Government on the 
plan mentioned to you by Sir Richard Keats, but the scheme 
had occurred to me, among others, to be carried into execution 
when we should be obliged to evacuate Portugal; and I have 
written to Sir Richard Keats, and to General Graham, upon 
the subject. 

‘ You may depend upon it that our Government will not 
give Spain one farthing. 

‘ Evci yours, most affectionately, 

‘ The Right Hon. H. Wellesley.' ‘ Wellington. 

. Lieut. General Viscount U ellingtom, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

4 Celorico, Jltli August, 1810. 

• My dear Cotton, i past o, i>. m. 

‘ I beg that yo : will let me know the name of the man you 
wish to have appointed Assistant Provost, and he shall be 
appointed. 

‘ Pay the spies any thing you think they deserve. If you 
are certain that they go to Valverde, you should* pay tjjem 
very wejl, as it is a service of much danger. Give them rations 
as well as paymdht, which will probably encourage them more 
than money. 

‘ i write to Bcresford about the ammunition for the Orde- 
nanza. 1 cannot read .he name of the village which tiie jilople 
have not\uittcd, but «iet ,the .1 uiz de Fora know that they 
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may stay, or not, as the^ please, but that any man who has any 
communication with the enemy shall be hanged. 

( ‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘Lieut. General n ‘ Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, BaU f 

‘ The enemy abandoned Penamacor yesterday morning.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

• Mv dear Sir, « ‘ Celorico, 12th August, 1810. 

‘ I have just received your letter of the 7t'n, and I am happy 
to find that you have smoothed the difficulties in respect to the 
Admiral’s appointment. 

* There is nothing new. The French have withdrawn from 
Penamacor. 1 tremble about Ilomana, who appears to be de¬ 
termined to try another great action. It would be unfortunate 
iPour prospects were to be again destroyed by the same circum¬ 
stances which have so repeatedly put the whole contest in a 
state of risk. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

‘ My dear Cotton, , ‘Celorico, 13lli August, 1810. 

‘ Regnier has withdrawn his advanced guard from Penam¬ 
acor to Penagarcia. Tell General Cox, by telegraph, that the 
3rd Swiss regiment surrendered, by capitulation, to General 
Silveira, at Puebla dc Sanabria, on the 10th instant. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Lieut. General { W Ellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart. 

‘ I enclose some proclamations to be circulated.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut General Hill. 

*■ * 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Celorico, 13th August, 1810. 

‘I have received your letter of l^p.m. of'the 11th. You 

will probably haVe heard before from General Cole that the 

enemy had marched on {he 10th from Mpnsanto to Ptnagkrcia, 

whirfi confirms Baron Tripp’s notion of their letiring upon 

Zarza; and I agree very much injapitiion with thtfr which, it 
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appears by Fane’s letter, you entertain* viz. “ That they are 
about to recross the Tagus.” Regnier's movement to this fide, 
although ordered by Bonaparte himselft was certainly a false 
one, and the sooner a remedy is applied, ’.,y recrossing, the 
better it will be for the enemy. But, if tlyy cross the river, 
you must cross likewise, and resume your old position at 
Portalegre, and replace Le Cor in his; leaving, however until 
you hear further from me, two regiments of Portuguese 
cavalry on this side the Tagus, as 1 have sent Madden’s 
brigade to the Marcpiis de la Romana. 

‘ Fr nn comparing some returns, picked up at Penamacor, with 
those which I have of Regnier’s corps, I do not think he has any 
reinforcements, excepting possibly of dragoons. He had two 
squadrons of each of the 17th, 27th, 18th, and 19th dragoons 
under General La Iloussave; and three squadrons of the 22nd 
chasseurs, and two of each of the 1st. hussars and 8th dragoons', 
and four of the Hanoverian chasseurs under General Soult. 
He received a reinforcement in cavalry, consisting of the four 
squadrons of each of the 13th and 22nd dragoons from the 5th 
corps, and these two regiments added about 1300 men to his 
force, but I believe he sent to the 5th corps at the same time La 
Houssaye’s brigade of 1100 men. At least, I recollect receiv¬ 
ing a report that La Houssaye’s brigade had marched into La 
Mancha. If it did, Regnier has but little more cavalry now 
than he had in May: if he did not, he has about 3500 cavalry. 
You may probably find out from sou* of the deserters whether 
the regiments of La Iloussaye’s brigade are still with 
Regnier’s corps. 

‘ At all events let Fant understand clearly that his business 
is to observe the enemy, and to give you intelligence; and 
that 1 expect him not to engage in any affair unless he has an 
evident superiority of numbers. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill. ‘ Wellington* 

‘ I have the (Measure to inform you that the 3rd Swiss 
regiment has surrendered in Puebla de Sanabria to General 
Silveira.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.D., to Dom Miguel de Forjaz. 
‘Sir, i ‘ Celorico, I4tli August, 1810. 

* I have the ho^or to inclose the copy of a Jetter, and of a 
list of promotions^.') the army, made by his Royal Highness 
the Prince Regem, in the Brazils, which 1 have received from 
Marslvil Bcresford. 

‘ I intend by the first opportunity to have the honor of ad¬ 
dressing his Royal Highness on the subject of this promotion; 
in the mean time I beg leave to recommend to the Governors 
of the kingdom, that they should suspend the publication of 
these promotions, for the reasons which I am about to state to 
them, till the further pleasure of his Royal Highness shall be 
received. 

‘ First, I would beg leave to recall to the recollection of the 
Governors of the kingdom, that .when General Bcresford was 
eallecl from the service of his Majesty, to take upon him the 
command of the army of his Royal Highness, it was stipulated 
with him that the power of reward, as well as of punishment, 
of the officers and soldiers of the army, should be vested ex¬ 
clusively in his hands; or, in other words, that he should, 
exclusively, recommend officers for promotion, and approve 
and order the execution of the sentences of courts martial. 
This power was lodged in the ha'iuls of Marshal Bcresford, not 
because it was wished, by way of compliment, to give him the 
disposal of a large patronage as an advantage and an honor 
to him, and as a mark of his Royal Highness’s favor, but 
they were given to him in order to facilitate and' secure the 
performance of the arduous duty which he had undertaken ; 
viz., to reform the Portuguese army: and the motive and ob¬ 
ject in placing these powers in the hands of Marshal Beres- 
ford were the benefit of his Royal Highness and the advantage 
of this Kingdom of Portugal. 

* It is riot necessary that I should now enter irtto the consi¬ 
deration whether these, among other/neasures adopted at this, 
period, have beejf successful or othenvise. In a former letter 

of the- - , I have laid before his Royal, Highness 

my ^pinion of Marshal Beresford's cc^iduct, and of tfye suc¬ 
cess of his exertions to reform his armies, and every day’s 
experience proves the justice of thfe opinions whicfTI then laid 
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before him. But I would beg leave to Observe that the system 
which it appears has been adopted, of promoting officers in the 
Brazils, who have not been positively recommended for*pro- 
motion by Marshal Beresford, is a direct violation of the 
stipulation entered into with that officer, .when he undertook 
the performance of the arduous duty whtyh he has, with so 
much success, performed. 

‘ Secondly, I would beg leave to cali the observation of the 
Governors of the Kingdom to the fact, tjiat this system is not 
less prejudicial to fhe interests of his Royal Highness, and 4f 
this Kingdom of Portugal, than it is inconsistent with the sti¬ 
pulations made with Marshal Beresford, and that it is entirely 
subversive of all authority in Portugal. 

‘I shall notenter into the particular cases of the persons pro¬ 
moted, as that is sufficiently adverted to in the inclosed letter 
from Marshal Beresford. But I would wish to impress upon 
the minds of the Governors of the kingdom, and of his Royal 
Highness and his Ministers in the Brazils, the impossibility 
which exists of enforcing any system of discipline and obe¬ 
dience in the army, or of carrying the country through the 
difficulties which are hanging over it, if individuals, instead of 
performing their duty to the satisfaction of their immediate 
superior on the spot in Portugal, and earning rewards by 
solid, substantial services and Beal merit, are to acquire them by 
private applications to the Ministers at the Court of the Bra¬ 
zils. It is obvious that the internes of his Royal Highness 
and of Portugal must suffer materially in every instance in 
which this system of pre ferment is carried into execution. 

‘ It is also subversive c'f all local authority in Portugal. It 
cannot be expect**] that Marshal Beresford can perform duties 
which have required that ail the military patronage of the 
Government should be placed mi his bands, in grder to enable 
him to perform them, if the Minister^ at the Brazils are to at¬ 
tend to private applications from individuals; any •more ^pan 
the Governors of the kingdom can perform the important 
duties imposed u^ion theKi, and which they *ilso have hitherto 
performed so much to the public advantage, if they do not 
enjoy the full eontideuce dC his Royal#Highness: and if any 
private application^ of recommendations are attended to iTy his 
Royal 1 lioness’ Ministers*!!! the Brazils, inconsistent with the 
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arrangements made b)l the local Government here under his 
Royal Highness’s authority; or with the recommendations 
and 'advice which this ( Government may deem it their duty to 
give to his Royal Highness. 

‘ Under these Nnprcssions I earnestly recommend to the 
Governors of the ^vingdom to suspend the publication of this 
list of promotions, in hopes that his Royal Highness will be 
induced, by the reasoning in this letter, to cancel it alto¬ 
gether ; and that he ^vill be graciously pleased to order bis 
lyfcnisters in the Brazils in future to cavry into execution 
' strictly the stipulation made with Marslml Beresford; and 
to recommend no military officer for promotion, or other 
mark of honor, in the army in Portugal, whp shall not have 
been recommended to his Royal Highness’ gracious favor by 
Marshal Beresford. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &e. 

4 Don• M. de Forjaz.' ‘ W Ellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.R., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

‘ My dear Cotton, ‘Celorico, 15th August, 1810, $ past 6, p.m. 

‘ I enclose a report which has been made by Mr. Fielder, 
the Commissary attached to the 3rd Dragoon Guards, of a 
detachment of the enemy having crossed at Villa Nova do Foz 
Coa, which Burghersh tells me he (Mr. Fielder) saw between 
one and two p.m. yesterday. 

‘ I have heard nothing of this detachment from any of the 
officers of the ordenanza in that part ,pf the country; and 
Sewell, Beresford’s aide de camp, who left Meda, the head 
quarters of the commandant of the ordenanza, at J past three, 
p.m., yesterday, says they had then heard nothing of this de¬ 
tachment. there; and that if the detachment had crossed the 
Coa, under Villa Nova, they miist have been seen before ten in 
the morniijg. * 

‘ However, I think it proper to give you intelligence of this 
supposed detachnjent, and to beg yoiyilo order your piquets on * 
the road to Trancpso, from Pinhel, to have an eye upon their 
left and their rear; as well as to their front. Anson is; I under¬ 
stand', alf Cerejo with tiie 16th, which flace is I think com¬ 
pletely covered by your piquets. 
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‘ If the story is well founded, I conclude that I shall receive 
some further intelligence during the ni£ht, and at all events I 
will send to Meda immediately to discover the truth. I rather 
believe, however, that the detachment, said to be 4000, will 
turn out to be a strong patrole of cavalry^ fid infantry. 

‘ Since writing the above I have seen the ^ommissary, whose 
verbal account is precisely the same as his written account. 

1 Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General ‘ W kllington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Celorieo, 15th August, 1810. 

‘ I enclose the last weekly state of this army, and the weekly 
return of the sick to the 28th July. 

‘ Your Lordship will observe, from the weekly state,'that 
the sick list has increased in some degree; but the diseases are, 
in general, fevers occasioned by the heat of the weather, and 
the cases are very slight, and yield to medicine immediately. • 

‘ The probability that your Lordship will be disappointed 
in your expectations of the arrival of the reinforcements from 
the Meditcrranian and NoYth America, and the anxiety which 
his Majesty’s Government have expressed for the success of 
the operations in this country, induce me again to suggest for 
your consideration, that I should be allowed to draw away 
from Cadiz a large proportion of the force employed there; 
and from Gibraltar, at least such part of the force belonging 
to that garrison as is cruizing in ships of war and transports 
on the southern scores of the Peninsula, and as I may think 
can be spared from that garrison without endangering its 
security. 

‘ These measures would appear t» be desirable, whatever 
may*be the‘strength of the reinforcements which iTiay ar&ive 
from the Mediterranean,<^orth America, or England. 

have the honor to'Jie, 8tc. 

* The garl gf Liverpool: Wellington 
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Lieut. General Viscount, Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

* My Lord, 1 * Celorico, 15tli August, 1810. 

‘ I have deemed it expedient, to make an advance of 6955 
dollars to Colonel lion Julian Sanchez, of the Spanish service, 
for the support of his corps of cavalry, for the reasons stated 
in the*enclosed extract of a letter to his Majesty’s Minister 
at Cadiz; and 1 beg to receive the directions of his Majesty’s 
Government whether I shall continue to ynake similar pay¬ 
ments to Don J ulian Sanchez, on account pf the Spanish Go¬ 
vernment, if I should deem it advisable to keep his troops in 
co-operation with the British army. 

‘ The course of the operations of the campaign may and 
will probably remove the troops under the Marquis de la 
Bomaua within the Portuguese frontier; and I have already 
had a correspondence with that officer and with the Portuguese 
Government, respecting the mode of supplying fitm with 
provisions in this country. 

* It is very obvious to me, that they will get no regular supply 
of provisions, and that their passage through, and stay in the 
country, will be a most intolerable grievance upon the peo”’j, 
and worse than the presence of the eneniy, if the supplies w hich 
they require are not paid for; and it. is equally obvious that 
the Portuguese Government camiot pretend to supply them with 
provisions, or with money to pay for the supplies of provisions 
which they will receive, a% they cannot at this moment supply 
either provisions or money for their own troops: nor, from 
what l hear of the distresses of the Spanish Government, does 
it appear very probable that they will be able to send round 
money to support the troops of the Marquis de la llomana 
while they shall be in Portugal. 

‘ l should propose, thereforb, to supply these troops from 
the British magazines, afid by means of a British Commissary, 
wlftle they shall remain within the Portuguese frontier; and to 
keep a separate account of the expepbe, to bp charged against* 
the Spanish Government. 

‘I beg to receive the orders of jiis Majesty’s Government 
upor tins subject. { 

1 I have the hqnor 'to be, 8^e. 

■ The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B.,'to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ JIv Lord, ‘ Celorico, 15th August, 1810. 

* I have the honor to enclose the report of Lieut. General 
Hill, with its enclosure, on the affair which the 1st regiment of 
Portuguese cavalry had with the enemy in the neighbourhood 
of Atalaya, which I had Hot received when I addressed your 
Lordship on the 8th instant. 

* The enemy still continue in the same positions in front df 
this army; they hate not yet broken ground before Almeida, 
excepting to construct what I conceive to be a mortar battery, 
near the windmil 1, at which the left of General Craufurd’s division 
stood in the affair of the 24th of last month; but I understand 
that they are collecting materials and are transporting stores 
, rom Ciudad Itodrigo, apparently for the siege of the place. 

* General Regnicr’s advanced guard continued at Penam&cor 
and Monsanto till the 10th, when it was withdrawn to Pena- 
garc';.i, and still farther back towards Salvaterra. 

‘ The inhabitants of the country have generally quitted their 
villages, and the enemy experience great difficulty in procuring 
subsistence . they are obliged to send a considerable distance 
to find n. so mat their detachments for this purpose and their 
patf>lc» are much annoyed by the ordenanza, and by the light 
detachments of the army. 

i Irt Esuemadura. Mortier’s corps advanced to Xerez de los 
Caballeros, while that of the Marquis de la Romana was col¬ 
lecting at Olivenca, Bnrcarrota, &c.: the enemy then moved 
from Xerez de los Caballeros to Zafra; and from Zafra it 
appears, by the last accounts which I have received from 
Badajoz of the 11th instant, that it had retired on the night 
of the 8th to Llerena; and the Marquis de la Romana esta¬ 
blished his head quarters at Zafra on the 10th. 

* I have nut been able to ascertain whether all the French 

troops which had "been brought from the Sierra de la Honda, 
&c., had arrived in Estremadura, but from jhe time which 
has elapse^ since they passed Seville I shoujd imagine that 
they had. - 

‘ I have reinforced the Marquis de la Romana with a bri¬ 
gade of Portuguese dragoonS, under the command of Brigadier 

VOL. vi. 
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General Madden, which I had in reserve upon the Tagus, 
so that his corps will be in a respectable state of efficiency. 

‘ 1 have the pleasure to inform your Lordship that the 
enemy’s detachment, which I informed you in my dispatch of 
the 8th instant wat> shut up in Puebla de Sanabria, by the 
troops under the/ command of General Silveira and of the 
Spanish General Taboada, surrendered by capitulation on the 
10th instant. I enclose two reports on this subject, of the 
10th and 11th instw.it, which I have received from General 
Silveira. 

‘ It appears that General Serras was moving to the relief of 
these troops in Puebla de Sanabria, but was too late; and 
General Silveira very properly retired within the Portuguese 
frontier, rather than risk a general engagement. He has con¬ 
ducted his detachment with great spirit and prudence since he 
advanced for the relief of Puebla de Sanabria, by which ope- 
rati6n, in killed, prisoners, and deserters, he has deprived the 
enemy of more than 500 men. 

‘ I have had no accounts from Cadiz since the 28th of last 
month. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

• The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

» ‘ Celorico, 16th August, 1810, 

‘ My dear Cotton, $ past 6 p.m. 

* I have received Waters’s report whom I had sent to Meda. 
The party which crossed the lower Goa was merely a plunder¬ 
ing party of 400 or 500 men, and they are' about Villa Nova 
do Foz Coa. However, keep a look out still upon your 
left. * v 

‘ To-morrow morning Pack goes with his brigade to Tran- 
coso, whfch movement will encourage the orden'anza, and we 
may look for certain information, ifj, not for security, on that 
side hereafter. * 

' I find by the telegraph from Guarda that Cotjks apd his 
detachment, and the brdenanza, have destroyed the mills near 
Gastello Mendo. 

' I shall be with you in the mofning, and shall lie at Freixe- 
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das about seven, but 1 cannot dine with you to-morrow. I 
must defer that pleasure to some future ciay. 

‘ Believesme, &c. 

• Lt. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart.’ * WE llington . 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. * 

‘ My Loro, 4 Ce]<»rico, 16th August, 1810. 

‘ I have received your Lordship’s dispatch of the 19th 
July, in which yotf enclosed a letter from the Secretary of the 
Treasury, containing the instructions of the Treasury to Mr. 
Drummond, for his guidance in the commission with which he 
is charged by their Lordships. 

‘ Nothing can be more satisfactory to me than that the 
Lords of the Treasury should have an opportunity of becom¬ 
ing acquainted with the objects referred to Mr. Drumnfond, 
through a channel in which their Lordships place confidence; 
and every information and assistance that it is in my power to 
afford shall be given to Mr. Drummond. 

‘ But as some points are referred to the consideration of Mr. 
Drummond, upon which it might be very inconvenient, if not 
injurious to the public service, to make any alteration in the 
system now in practice, such as in the directions conveyed to 
him to “ point out any articles which he may think might be 
supplied from Great Britain, or from any other part of the 
world, either for the use of the British army, or in part pay¬ 
ment of the subsidy to Portugal,” and in the directions to 
him to report any observations or suggestions which may occur 
to him for reducing the demand for money; and as it may be 
desirable that your Lordship and the Lords of the Treasury 
should receive the opinions of the Commissary General and 
myself upon Mr. Drummond’s suggestions, since we have had 
some experience in the resources of this country, and the-de- 
mands of differenj kinds of the army, I propose to desire Mr. 
Drummond to furnish the Commissary General with copies of 
all his reports to the Treasury, in order that .our observations 
upon them may reach'their Lordships a& soon as possible.* 

4 1 also propose to direct Mr. Drummond not to make any 
alteration in the mode of r&ising supplies of . money at Lisbon 
> z 2 
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or at Cadiz, without previous reference to me; of which direc 
tions, adverting to the evils which may result from any mis 
take of Mr. Drummoftd, I trust that his Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment will approve 

f ‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ WEllington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

i 

‘ My dear Hill, * Celorico, 17th August, 1810. 

‘ The enemy have broken ground before Almeida, and I con¬ 
sider the siege of that place to be determined upon. Under 
these circumstances it is my intention to bring up the army a 
little nearer, so as to be able to strike a blow, if the enemy 
should afford an opportunity; and at all events to oblige the 
enemy to keep his corps in a more collected state during the 
siege than it is at present, and thus to render the operation 

more difficult on account of the want of subsistence. 

« 

‘ I think it not improbable that as soon as the enemy shall 
have found that we have moved, he will bring Regnier through 
Perales again; and in that case L wish you to come up again to 
.Atalaya with your corps, keeping Le Cor on your left about 
Belmonte, and Fane on your right. 

‘ I send this by Lord Clinton^ I have not heard from your 
quarter since the 12th, the date of your last letter. 

' ‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Lieut. General Hill: ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.H., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ My dear S1r, ‘ Celorico, 18th August, 1810. 

‘ I received yesterday your letter of the 13th, and I am 
concerned that you have reason to complain of the seamen of 
the transports. 

‘ I am glad to find that the transports are coming round 
from Cadiz. It is desirable that these transports^ should be 
kept distinct from those belonging'to tljis army,, and should be 
considered solely applicable to the aripy uhder the,Marquis de 
la Rotnana. 
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‘ There is nothing extraordinary. The enemy have broken 
ground before Almeida; and I am abo'ut to close up the army 
to the front again, in order to take advantage of any mistake 
or mishap, and at all events to oblige the enemy to keep his 
whole force collected for this siege. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ‘ Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

J.ieut. General Viscount Wellington, K B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ Mv dear Sir, ‘ Celorico, 18th August, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 13th, and I enclose a 
letter to the Secretary of State on the subject of the transports 
detained in England and Ireland; and I request you to get 
from the Admiral, and to enclose in the letter, the names of 
the transports detained. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• C. Stuart, Esq. ‘.Wellington. 

‘ I have received your letter, and I concur entirely with 
you respecting this new proclamation, and 1 shall be much 
obliged to you if you will make my opinion of it known to the 
Government.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ Mv Lord, ‘Celorico, 18th August, 1810. 

‘ 1 have received information that twenty empty transports, 
of which I enclose a list, which had been lent by the Admiral 
commanding in the Tagus to the Portuguese Government, 
and sent to England and Ireland to bring out cargoes of corn 
in lieu of money for the subsidy, have been detained by the 
Transport Board ; and I request your Lordship to give orders 
that they may beallowed to receive their cargoes and to return 
to this country. • , 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

£ Th- Earl of Liverpool.’, t WEllington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount iWellingion, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 

, Secretary of State. 

* i 

• My Lord, t ‘Celorico, 18th August, 1810. 

‘ I beg to draw {/our attention to the publication of intel¬ 
ligence from Spa}n in the Sun Newspaper of the 21st and 
23rd July, which I enclose. 

‘Tlie newspaper of the 21st contains translations of letters 
to the Marquis de la< Romana, from persons whose signatures 
are affixed to them; which letters I know were written, as 
I have copies of the originals. The towns in which these 
people reside are now in the possession of the enemy ; and it 
is probable that these people will suffer for having corre¬ 
sponded with the Marquis de la Romana. 

‘ The letters marked in the newspaper of the 23rd July 
are from a correspondent of mine at Salamanca, who for¬ 
tunately did not sign his name to his letters; and I believe I 
communicated these letters to the Marquis de la Romana. 

• It is not impossible that this person may likewise be dis¬ 
covered, and may suffer accordingly; but if that should not 
be the case, the French need only publish the translation of 
these letters at Salamanca, and they will cut off this source of 
information. Indeed, the translation and publication of all 
these documents, without any further observation, would be 
sufficient to increase the already existing difficulty of procuring 
information in Spain, and to render it impossible. 

* I have the honor to be, Sec. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

1 Mr dear Hill, v. ‘ Celorico, 19th August, 1810. 

‘ Since I wrote to yop on the 17th, I have received your 
letters of that date. 

‘ General Craufurd will be at Freixedas to-morrow, and, 
General Picton immediately in his rear. 

' I wish that you would order I,e Cor up to Bplmonte at 
all events, whether you move upon Atalaya or not. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Wellington. 


‘ Lieut. General Hill: 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Colonel Peacocke. 

K 

< S 1Rj ‘Celorico, 19th August, 1810. 

‘ I learn from Dom M. de Forjaz, that there are at Lisbon 
and Setuval, and in the neighbourhood, a considerable num¬ 
ber of French prisoners whom it is desirable to send to Eng¬ 
land without loss of time. 

‘ I request of you (with the concurrence of the ^King’s 
Minister at Lisbon) to communicate with the Secretary of 
State upon this subject, and to obtain trorn him a list of the 
officers, and a return of the non-commissioned officers and 
soldiers, and to arrange with Admiral Berkeley respecting 
their embarkation for England. I write to the Admiral upon 
this subject by this post. 

‘ You will send to the Transport Board a list of the offi¬ 
cers, and a return of the non-commissioned officers and privates 
when they shall sail for England; and inform the Transport 
Board that these prisoners have been sent to England, and 
that you have addressed them by my directions. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Colonel Peacocke: ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington,'K. B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G■ Berkeley. 

‘ Sin, ‘ Celorico, 19th August, 1810. 

‘ 1 have had a communication with the Portuguese Minis¬ 
ters respecting the rumber of French prisoners in, and in the 
neighbourhood of Lisbon, and it appears to me to be very 
desirable that tb?y should be sent to England without loss of 
time. I have desired Colonel Peacocke to address you upon 
this subject, and to make all the arrangements preparatory to 
their embarkation; and I shall be very much obliged to you if 
you will take measures to send these prisoners to England as 
soon as it may bo convenient to you. 

* I beg also "to • draw your attention to Jthe surrender by 
capitulation of a Swiss battalion at La Puebla de Sanabria. 
This battalion, consisting-of about 45(J men,‘including officers, 
has been marched to Coruna, from whence it is desirable that 
they shou.d be removed fo England at an early period. If 
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Coruna should not be'within the limits of your command, I 
shall be obliged to you»if you will communicate with the officer 
commanding his Majesty’s ships at that station ; and if there 
should be no means there of removing these men, I would 
request you to send there a transport or transports, for the 
purpose of conveying them to £ngland. 

‘ I enclose the extract of a letter of the 25th July, which 1 
have received from the Secretary of State. The return of the 
vessels therein referred to to England may probably afford 
you the means of performing these several services without 
inconvenience. * 

• I have the honor to be, Sec. 

• Vice Admiral ‘Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley .’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

‘ My dear Cotton, ‘ Celorioo, 19th August, 1810. 

• In respect to the cavalry at Trancoso, it must, of course, 
be under the orders of Pack, but, unless upon an extraordinary 
occasion, Pack must not use it excepting for the purpose for 
which it is stationed at Trancoso, viz., to keep up the com¬ 
munication between your posts on the road to Pinhel and that 
place, and I will instruct him accordingly. 

‘ I do not like the enemy’s attempt to make the siege of 
Almeida with the 6th corps only ; and in order to oblige him 
to perform that operation with more men, 1 propose to move 
up the infantry of the army to the front again. Accordingly, 
General Craufurd will be to-morrow at Freixedas, and General 
Pieton’s division in his rear; and on to-morrdw or next day, I 
shall move my head quarters to Alverca. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General ‘ Wellington. 

$ir S. Gbtton, Bart.' 

e 

Lieut. General Viseount Wellington, K.B., to the Karl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

f. t 

‘My Lord, ‘"Celorico, 19th August, J810. 

‘ I enclose copies of certain papers which have been trans¬ 
mitted to me by General Mahy, being translations^ or copies 
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and extracts, or the substance of letters recently inter¬ 
cepted. 

« It appears to me that these letters,,with others writfeTi by 
the Duque de Santa Fe at Paris, which have likewise been 
intercepted, and have been forwarded to hfe Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment, contain so accurate a description, from .authentic sources, 
of the state of affairs in Spain, and are so highly interesting in 
themselves, that I propose to request Admiral Berkeley to 
send home a ship of war express with thi? dispatch. 

‘ His Majesty’s Government will see in these letters a 
description of the "difficulties under which the enemy labor, 
in consequence of the operations of the guerrillas, notwith¬ 
standing the large force which, there is no doubt whatever, is 
employed in Spain; and the whole of the information before 
them will probably convince them, as it has me, that the enemy 
cannot conquer Spain without employing a force still larger; 
and that they cannot increase their force in the Peninsula, fcven 
admitting that they possess the military means, without in¬ 
creasing their pecuniary and other difficulties and distresses. 

‘ I beg also to draw the attention of his Majesty’s Govern* 
ment to the opinions delivered by these excellent authorities, 
of the value of Portugal to the Allies, of the mischiefs done 
to them by its continuance in our possession, and of the benefit 
which they expect to derive by depriving us of this possession. 

1 There are other evidences from these same authorities in 
these papers, of the great interests involved in the continuance 
of the contest of the Peninsula, which equally deserve the atten¬ 
tion of his Majesty’s Government; but I wish to draw their 
attention to those parts of the correspondence which relate 
to the British army and to this country, as confirming every 
opinion that I have ever given them upon this part of the 
subject. 

‘ It will be unfortunate if Great Britain should not possess 
the means of securing still further the position of his*Majes4y’s 
troops in Portugal, so as to ensure the continuance of the 
contest in the Peninsula, which it is evident \o me must end 
favorably .for his Majesty’s interests, if his army can be 
maintained in the field in Portugal. * 

‘ Besides the papers^ above referred to, I enclose a letter 
frpm General Mahy to Doh Miguel Alava,. who is employed 
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here by the Spanisli ’Government, in which the former has 
explained the state qf the forces in Galicia, and what might 
be done in that province. 

‘ I beg leave to refer to a former dispatch, written after the 
battle of Ocafia, in fvhich I urged his Majesty’s Government 
to send to the Tagus the supplies which were necessary, and 
could be afforded for the armament of troops, and to keep 
them 'there at the disposition, when they should be required, 
of his Majesty’s Minister, who should be authorised and em¬ 
ployed to distribute them. <’ 

c I beg to recommend tin's measure again to the considera¬ 
tion of his Majesty’s Government. 

‘ Since I addressed you on the 15th, the enemy have broken 
ground before Almeida; and I propose to collect the army 
again to the front, in order to oblige the enemy to keep his 
forces collected during the operations of the siege, and thus 
increase his difficulties as to subsistence, and afford more scope 
for the operations of the guerrillas, and opportunities for the 
resistance of tht people in Castille. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

• The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K. II., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My dear Lord, , ‘ Celorico, 19th August, 1810 . 

‘ The importunity with which I press the war in this coun¬ 
try upon the attention of his Majesty’s Ministers will, I hope, 
plead my excuse for troubling you for a few moments with my 
own private feelings upon this subject. 1 

‘ Nothing can be rqore irksome to me than the operations 
which have been carried on foil the last year; and it is very ob¬ 
vious that a continuance of the same cautious system will lose 
the little deputation which I had acquired, and the'good opinion 
of the people of this country. Nothing therefore could be < 
more desirable, to me personally, than that either the contest 
should be given up at once, or that it should be continued with 
a force ,so sufficient as'co render all opposition hopeless. 

' In either case the obloquy heaped upoK me by the ignorant 
of our own country, as well as of this, and by those of this 
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whom I am obliged to force to exertion, and who, after all, will 
be but imperfectly protected in thei»- persons and property, 
would fall upon the Government. But! seeing, as I do, more 
than a chance of final success, if we can maintain our position 
in this country, although probably none of a departure from 
our cautious defensive system, I should not do my duty by 
the Government if I did not inform them of the real situa¬ 
tion of affairs, and urge them, with importunity even, to 
greater exertion. 

‘ I acknowledge that it has appeared to me, till very lately, 
that the Government themselves felt no confidence in the mea¬ 
sures which they were adopting in this country; and not an 
officer has come from England, who has not told me that it 
was generally expected that he would, on his arrival, find the 
army embarking; and even some have told me that this ex¬ 
pectation was entertained by some of the King’s Ministers. 

‘ These sentiments are not encouraging; and I acknowledge 
that I have been induced to attribute the little exertion which 
has lately been made in the cause to this want of confidence of 
the members of the Government in the result of the contest. 

‘ If Government are really in earnest in the contest, I recom¬ 
mend the following measures to their immediate attention. 

‘ First; To order positively the commanding officers in 
Sicily and Malta to send their troops. Those islands cannot 
be attacked under present circumstances. 

‘ Secondly; The same orders to be; sent to Halifax. 

* Thirdly ; To make me responsible for the safety of Cadiz 
and Gibraltar, and to leave it to my discretion to draw away 
such parts of the garrisons of those places as I may think proper. 

‘ Fourthly; To send to Lisbon as much of the disposable 
Walcheren infantry, as may be in any state for service. They 
shall not be moved from the neighbourhood of that town, and 
they will probably recover there entirely. 

‘ Fifthly; To send to the Tagus, without loss of tftne, arms, 
military stores, clothing,.shoes, great coats,and blankets; and 
to authorise me, or any body else, to give them to Spaniards 
or Portuguese, as may be thought expedient.. 

Sixthly ; To send some victuallers aSid ordnance store ships 
to Lisbon loaded with provisions, arms, ammunition, powder, 
shoes, and great coats; and authorise me to send them round 
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to the eastern coast of the Peninsula, for the supply of the 
garrisons, &c., there.f 

‘‘ Seventhly ; To dfuthorise me to assist the Spaniards or 
Portuguese with,small sums of money, if I should have it in 
my power, or stores, or provisions, if necessary. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ The pari of Liverpool. ‘ Wellington. 

‘ There is one point to which likewise I wish to draw your 
attention again, and that is the necessity Which exists of keep¬ 
ing a large fleet in the Tagus, as well of tsliips of the line, as 
of frigates and small craft.’ 


Lieut. General Viecount. Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Hart. 

‘ My dear Cotton, ‘ Celorico, 20th August, 1810. 

‘ I enclose No. 1, the copy of a letter from Governor Cox, 
explaining a telegraph. No. 2; and No. 3, another telegraph 
which I had proposed to him ; No. 4, Popham’s book, which 
contains the explanation of the different signals made; and 
No. 5, a note from Governor Cox, given by Captain Ellis, 
pointing out in what manner we were to know whether the 
Governor was using his own or,Popham’s code. 

‘ Adverting, however, to the facility with which we manage 
the Portuguese telegraph, I beg you to make the following 
communication to the Governor:— 

‘ “ Lord W. finds the Portuguese telegraph sq, convenient, 
that he recommends you to prepare one of the upright ones, to 
be put up, and used occasionally when tin t now in use shall 
be knocked down. Let the upright be as high as the present 
telegraph, and the board attached to the moveable beam be 
three feet English square, and we shall be able to distinguish 
it. The«mode of using this telegraph is described in the*Por¬ 
tuguese book. Have two or three of them made, in case 
the enemy should destroy one of them by his fire.” 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Wellington. 

Sir &■ Colton, llart.' 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.P., to Lieut General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, B\irt. 

« My uear Cotton, ‘Celorico, 3 p.m., 20th August, 1810. 

‘ 1 have just received your letter of this morning. Do not 
make any alteration in your piquets or patrqlcs to the front, 
till 1 shall see you. Lord Blantyrc’s brigade will be, for the 
present, at Baraga I, and it would probably be as well not to 
move the forge carts till I shall have an opportunity of talking 
with you. 

• I shall be at Alverca in the morning. 

£ Believe me, &e. 

‘ Lieut. General 1 WEllington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Dart.' 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ Mv dear Sir, ‘ Celorico, 20th August, 1810. 

‘ I received last night your letter of the I6tli. In respect to 
Admiral Berkeley’s appointment, the first question is what' 
power the Carta Regia intends to give him ; and the second, 
what power it is really necessary he should have over the 
boards and departments, in order to enable him to perform 
the duties and exercise the power given to him by the Carta 
Regia. 

‘ My opinion and practice has always been, that in the exact 
proportion that a person in the Admiral’s situation declines to 
assume power is power conferred upon him; and that his 
moderation would give him more influence and real power 
than the assumption of direct authority. He may, however, 
be of a different opinion, and may be determined to enforce his 
own construction of the Prince’s orders; and where there is a 
difference of opinion between the Admiral and Government 
upon the construction of the Prince’s orders, I conclude that 
the Government will refer the case for my advice; and I shall 
advise to the best of my judgment. 

‘ Whatever may be the result of this discussion, which pro¬ 
bably is not of much importance, I woflld recommentj tq you 
to have an explanation with Admiral Berkeley respecting Dom 
M. cle Forjaz. Whether we are right or wrong does not much 
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signify; but you and 1, and Marshal Beresford, who are prin¬ 
cipally concerned in carrying on the war in this country, think 
Dofci M. de Forjaz thl best instrument we can find in Portugal; 
and are determined to support him in authority. We are, I 
conceive, the fittest*persons to judge, and the best judges upon 
this*subject; and ( it will not answer for the Admiral to be in- 
duced^ by any cause whatever to set himself, or to allow his name 
to be used as an authority against what we think right upon 
this subject. 1 am ,convinced that the Admiral’s patriotism, 
and his good wishes to the cause in which 'we are all engaged, 
will induce him, upon a proper explanation, to act with us 
respecting Dom M. de Forjaz, whatever may be his private 
opinion of him. 

‘ I shall hear from you again upon this subject, when I shall 
enter more at large into it. 

‘ There is nothing new. The enemy have broken ground 
befdre Almeida. 

‘ Believe me, See. 

• C. Stuart, Esq:' ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Wellington, K.B., to the Right Honorable 
Henry Wellesley. 

• My dear Henry, • ‘ Celorico, 20th August, 1810. 

* Since I received your letter of the 4th, I have received 
from Mahy extracts fftom other intercepted letters from 
Urquijo, Mazarcdo, and O’Farrell and Azanza; and others 
from Frenchmen at Madrid to the Frerfeh Ministers at Paris, 
which I thought so interesting, that I sent them to England 
by express yesterday, with letters of which 1 ’ I enclose copies. 
You will see, from these papers, that I concur entirely in the 
opinion which* you entertained respecting the contest in the 
Peninsula, when you bad seen Azanza’s letters only. The 
others are"a valuable sequel to these; and the whole tend to 
show that Bonaparte has no means to support his armies in, 
Spain, and that; Spain can afford him no assistance whatever. 
The Spanish Government were unable to govern, pr to draw 
any reserve from the *provinces north of the Ebro ; and his 
more vigorous military system has made 'matters worse: the 
partisans and guerrillas have becodie more numerous; and the 
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military corps maintained in those countries are more than 
ever unequal to govern them, or to maiqpain tranquillity. 

f Notwithstanding that they have so lai,gc a force opposed to 
us, it is not sufficient for their object, which will become every 
day more difficult. The people of Portugal are doing that 
which the Spaniards ought to have done. They are removing 
their women and properties out of the enemy’s way, and: taking 
arms in their own defence. The country is made a desert, 
and behind almost every stone wall the French will meet an 
enemy. To this add, that they have the British and Portu¬ 
guese armies immediately in their front, ready to take advan¬ 
tage of any fault or weakness. 

‘ If we cannot relieve Almeida, it will, I hope, make a stout 
defence: the Governor is an obstinate fellow, and talks of a 
siege of ninety days. From the folly of the French in being 
a month before the place before they were prepared to attack 
it, the garrison, which was not a very good one, has became 
accustomed to the sight of them, and have confidence in them¬ 
selves, and are in good spirits. The garrison are supplied 
for at least as long a time as they talk of holding out, and' 
every day that they hold out is an advantage to the cause. 

‘ I refer you to a letter which I wrote to Sir Richard Keats 
on the 1st, for an account of my intentions in case I should 
be obliged to evacuate Portugal, which I hope will not be the 
case yet, if Government will adopt the measures pointed out 
in ,the enclosed letters to reinforce,us. If Almeida should 
make a stout defence; if the Marquis de la Romana will be 
satisfied with the defeat he received on the 11th, and will not 
risk another action in the field, my opinion is, that the French 
will be obliged to raise the siege of Cadiz. What is the 
Spanish Government, prepared to do in that case? Can they 
put an army into the field ? Or can they do any thing to 
relieve us from the pressure which will be upon us ? 

f l wish that you would talk over with Castano# the situ¬ 
ation of affairs. Before this time the Spanish Government 
ought to have had an excellent army formed and equipped in 
Cadiz, another in Carthagena, a third in the.Balearic Islands, 
and a fourth in Galicia, as well as that u under the Marquis de 
la Romana, all prepared to take the field, not to engage in 
general actions, but to givfe countenance and support to the 
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partidas and guerrillas. But I fear there is nothing of the 
kind. It is not yetLtoo late, and I only hope that if the 
Regency should have padiz opened for them, they will not be 
found in a state of inability to take advantage of that event. 

‘ When the intercepted letters to which I have referred at 
the commencement of this letter shall reach Cadiz, I beg you 
to send me entire'copies of them. 

’ ‘ Believe me, &c. 

* The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley.' ‘ Wellington. 


Memorandum for Colonel Murray. 

‘ Alverca, 22nd August, 1810. 

‘ The officers employed by Major General Leith, to procure 
intelligence and observe the enemy’s movements, must be paid 
three dollars a day each, and their expenses, of which they 
must send the bills upon honor. I cannot but observe, how¬ 
ever, that Major General Leith being in the second line, it 
does not appear to me necessary that he should employ three 
officers in this manner. A correspondence with General llill, 
with Colonel Carroll at the Marquis de la Romana’s quarters, 
and with bead quarters, would answer all the purpose; and 
leave these officers to do duty with their regiments. Genera 
Leith will hardly believe that'we have only one officer thus 
employed. The officers employed to reconnaitre particular 
parts of the country may be paid the same sums as those em¬ 
ployed to observe the movements of the enemy; but I should 
imagine that they must, by this time) have performed the 
service on which they were sent. In respect to the officers 
employed as engineers, they are to be paid, as usual, ten 
shillings a day; but l should hope that, by this time, their 
work is finished. With every desire to provide amply for 
every service, it is still Recessary to save the public money, as 
mueh as possible; and no expense must be incurred which can 
be avoided. It is also necessary to kefep the officers with their * 
regiments as much as possible.' 


‘ Wellington.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., jo the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. * 

« Lord, ‘ AW.cd, 22nd August, 1810. 

‘ I enclose an extract of a letter which I have received from 
General Mahy, in which he has requested to have six.5^ inch 
howitzers, with their ammunition. I have not the means of 
supplying him with these pieces of ordnance. 

‘ I likewise enciose the copy of a letter and of a return of 
the Portuguese stflres at Lisbon, to which 1 beg to draw your 
Lordship’s attention. 

‘ I recommend that 200 barrels of powder, in addition to the 
quantity already required, may be sent to Lisbon without loss 
of time , as well as 1000 rounds of cannister shot for each of 
the calibres of 12 and 18 pounders j and 500 five and a half 
inch, and 500 eight inch shells. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ' Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

* My Lord, ‘ Alverca, 22nd August, 1810. 

f The enemy broke ground before Almeida on the night of 
the 15th, and have continued their works ever since; but they 
have not yet opened their fire upofi the place; and I under¬ 
stand tha{ they experience great difficulty in working, on 
account of the n.ture of the soil, and that the fire of the 
garrison has delayed them considerably. 

‘ As soon as I found that the siege of Almeida was deter¬ 
mined upon, I moved the army again to the front, in order to 
oblige the enemy to keep his troops collected, and thus in¬ 
crease his difficulties of subsistence'; and by the # removal of 
the enemy’s troops from Castille give more scope for the 1 ope¬ 
rations of the guerrillas, and the general resistance of the inha¬ 
bitants. The collection of the troops to ,he front will also 
enable me immediately to take advantage df any opportunity 
which may be affprded of relieving the place. • 

* The Vuemy had aillepted the troops under the command 
of General Serras, end of General Kellerman, for the relief 
of Hie battalion which surrendered on the 10th instant, at 
vol. vi. 2 a 
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Puebla de Sanabria, to General Silveira; but they returned 
towards Valladolid as; soon as that battalion surrendered; 
and the Spanish General Taboada is now at Puebla de Sana¬ 
bria. 1 I, 

‘ The second corps under General Regnier was still at Zarza 
la Mayor, with its advanced guard at Salvaterra, when I last 
heard «!rom Lieut. General Hill; and the troops under bis 
command in the same position at Sarzedas. I have directed 
Colonel Le Cor to move up to Belmonte fr« m his position in 
, the mountains, witli the same view with which I have moved 
the army to the front. 

‘ The advanced guard of the corps under the Marquis de la 
Romana, and Ballesteros’s division, and the Spanish cavalry 
of 900 men under General Carrera, the whole commanded by 
General Mcndizabal, were defeated by a part of Mortier’s 
corps^at Bienvenida, between Zafra andLlerena, on the 11th 
instant. 

‘ The Marquis, de la Romana had intended to engage the 
enemy’s corps with the whole of his force, and he was coming 
up himself with the 1st division of infantry. A reconnaissance 
made in the morning with the whole of the advanced corps, 
and the impetuosity of the General officers and troops led to 
the action, in which the enemy turned and defeated the left of 
the Spaniards, and cut off their communication with the Mar¬ 
quis de la Romana; and they were obliged to retreat in a dis¬ 
persed state by Monasterio and Monte Molin to Fregenal de 
la Sierra, where they were collecting again., 

* The last letter I have from the Marquis de la Romana is 
of the 15th, from Salvaterra. He supposes that his loss in 
killed, wounded, and prisoners, had been 500 men; Colonel 
Carroll estimates it at ld00 men, 

‘ The enemy 'll ad returned to Llerena; and it was imagined 
that they wpuld retire again into Andalusia. * 

‘ 'Pile Portuguese cavalry had not joined the Marquis de la 
Romana when this action was fought. 

‘ The last letter which I have from Cadiz is of the 4th 
instant, when nothing extraordinary had occurred. 

‘ I have the honor to be.. &c. ’ 

■ The Earl qf Liverpool: ‘ Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., 'to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My DEAR Hill, ‘ Alvefca,' 23rd August, 1810. 

‘ I had already considered the possibility that Regnier might 
move across the fords of the Tagus at Villa Vellia, and thus 
turn your right. It must be observed, however, that this 
movement, when made, must be in concept with the movement 
of the other corps “in this quarter; and therefore it cannot be 
made till after Almeida shall have been carried. Also, although 
this movement will be in concert with others to be made here, 
the corps which makes it will be entirely disconnected from 
those which will be in this quarter. 

‘ This movement may have for its object to cut off the 
communication between the Marquis de la Rom an a and you, 
and to insulate the Marquis between the 2nd corps and the 
5th, as well as to turn your right flank. 

‘ From the reports in circulation of the enemy’s intention to 
attack Badajoz when they shall take Almeida, 1 should not be- 
surprised if that were the object of this movement. 

‘ It must be observed that, if ltegnier should cross the 
Tagus at Villa Velha as supposed, his communication is cut 
off, not only with the corps here, but with the French troops 
in Estremadura, at least for a time. He can have no regular 
military communication across the Sever, nor any between 
Portalegre and the G uadi ana, and you will be between him 
and the French corps in this quarter. 

‘ If the movement is made therefore, it can be but for one 
of two objects, to turn the right of our army, and oblige us 
to quit our positions in the mountains, in concert with other 
movements to be made in our front, or to turn [he left of the 
Marquis de la Rom an a and cut him off' from us, in concert 
with other movements to be made in Estremadura. • 

‘ I have never seen thy fords of Villa Velha; but, according 
to the description*which l have read of them, I should believe 
that they are under the command of the right of your position. 
If this be true, Regnier cannot pass the Tagus at Villa Velha 
till he shall have dislodged your right. 

‘ There Would be one effectual way of preventing this move¬ 
ment, and that would be to place Leith’s corps at Niza, where 
he wqqld be joined by a part of Fane’s cavalry, and he would 

2 a 2 
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effectually defend this [point. But there are several reasons 
against this disposition of Leith’s corps, one of which is, that it 
is not in a state to«l><l moved so far; and another, that I do not 
think this movement by Regnier so probable as one between 
the Zezerc and the Alva; thus turning all the positions in this 
valley*) and in the mountains behind Castello Branco and on 
the Zezcrc. By this movement the communication between 
you and me would bd completely cut off, if ( JLeith's corps were 
across the Tagus. 0 

* The movement of llegnier across the Tagus is very im¬ 
portant, in whatever way it may be viewed, and whatever may 
be the enemy’s intentions; the following measures therefore 
should be adopted. 

‘ I recommend to you to destroy the fords at Villa Velha 
at an early period, as far as may be in your power, by stakes 
and stones in the river; blowing up, or otherwise destroying, 
the roads leading to the fords on both sides. If they should 
be under the command of your position in the mountains, you 
will of course impede the enemy’s passage as far as may be 
in your power; but if you should find that he effects his 
passage, notwithstanding all the opposition you can give to it, 
you must then fall back upon Abrantes and Punhcte. 

‘ If the enemy's design should be to turn the Marquis de la 
Rom anas left, you will cross the Tagus at Abrantes, and 
move up • to Gaviao, threatening his rear while he may ’ be 
operating upon the Marquis de la Romana. 

£ If llegnier’s object be to turn our ri^ht, and to cross the 
Tagus by some of the numerous fords between Abrantes and 
Santarem, and Santarem and Salvaterra, you must adopt the 
following measures :—• 

° , i 

‘ First,—You must have the bridge at Abrantes taken up, 
and the bpats brought over to this side under the,protection of 
the*’guns of the fort. They might be either sunk and kept 
under water, or brought ashore. I have already spoken about 1 
having the provision stores at Abrantes brought up from the 
bank of the river into (the town, which ought to be done 1 , at all 
events, Svithout loss of time. 

‘ Secondly,—You should keep Fatie in observation of the 
enemy’s moveme’nts on the left of the Tagus as long as you 
can, directing him to fall back upon Santarem, Where lie will 
•find a ford. 
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‘ Thirdly,—As soon as you find that the enemy’s plan is to 
turn our right, which their first movement from Niz? will 
show, you will order Leith’s corps to Santarem, and with your 
own you will follow the enemy’s moyemUnl along the Tagus. 
When your right shall reach Santarem, Leith’s corps should 
move on upon Villa Nova, observing the fords at Sajvaterra, 
below which place there is no ford. 

‘ Fourthly,—All the boats must be sent down below Villa 
Nova, according to the directions before given to you. 

‘ The great obj%;t for you will be to prevent the enemy’s « 
passage at a point below you, which you will be able to effect 
by Leith’s corps; and by the position at Santarem to prevent 
the enemy from annoying the march of this part of the army 
on the great road from Leyria to Lisbon, if he should cross 
on any of the fords above you. 

* The enemy have not yet opened their fire upon Alnjeida, 
but their preparations are very formidable. They have some 
difficulty in working the ground, and are obliged to make 
their trenches with gabions. The garrison are stout. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Lieut. General Hill. 4 W n l li n oton . 

‘ I have desired Murray to send you the copy of a plan we 
have, witli some of the fords on the Tagus marked upon it; 
but I believe that the whole river from Barquinha to Santarem 
is fordable.’ 


Lieut.•General J'.'ecounl Wellington, K.B., to -. 

‘ Siu, ‘ Alverca, 23rd August, 1810. 

4 1 have received your letter, containing a complaint against 

- } of th e Quarter Master General’s department, that 

he had illtreated one of your servants, into which I shall make 
inquiry, and let you know the result. 

‘ It is impossible, however, for me to interfere in any fnan- 
‘ ner with a billed given* by the magistrate of Coimbra, for an 
officer and his family to be quartered in your house. 

* 1-must at the same time inform yop, that I am not a little 
surprised that a person of your rank and station, and quality 
in the country, should«object to give accommodation in your 
house, and should make a complaint of this officer, that he 
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bad asked you for ^dditional accommodation; when it appears 
by thp letter which yo|i enclosed, and which I now return, 
that when you objected to give him this additional accommo¬ 
dation for which hlbiid asked, he acquiesced in your objection, 
and did not any longer require this accommodation. 

‘ The, unfortunate situation in which Portugal is placed, 
and tin? desire of the insatiable enemy of mankind to force this 
once happy and loyal people to submit to his iron yoke, to 
plunder them of their properties, to destroy their religion, and 
• to deprive them of their monarch, has rend cued it necessary to 
collect in this country a large army, in order, if possible, to 
defeat and frustrate the designs of the enemy. 

‘ It is the duty of those whose age, whose sex, or whose 
profession do not permit them to take an active part in the 
defence of their country, to assist, those employed in its defence 
with provisions, lodgings for officers and troops, means of 
transport, &c., and at all events not to oppose themselves to 
the granting of this description of assistance. These duties 
are more peculiarly incumbent upon the rich and high in sta¬ 
tion, who would be the first victims of, and greatest sufferers 
from, the enemy's success; unless indeed they should be of 

the number of those traitors who are aiding to introduce the 

• 4 - 

common enemy into the country, to destroy its happiness and 
independence 

‘ Under these circumstances, 1 am not a little astonished to 
receive these frivolous aiid manifestly unfounded complaints 
from you,-and that you should be the person to set the ex¬ 
ample of objecting to give quarters to an tXjjcer, because be is 
married and has children. „ 

‘ It is not very agreeable to any body to have strangers 
quartered in his bouse ? nor is it very agreeable to us strangers, 
who have goocf houses in our own country, to be obliged to 
seek for quarters here. 'We are not here for ojir pleasure: 
the situation of your country renders it necessary ; and you, 
a man of family and fortune, who hav‘e muck, to lose, should 
not be the first to complain of 'the inconvenience of our pre¬ 
sence in the country. » 

‘ I do every tiling in my power to alleviate the inconvenience 
which all must suffer. We pay extravagant prions for every 
thins we receive, •with unnaralleled nmiotualitv • and T make 
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it a rule to inquire into and redress every jnjury that is really 
done by the troops under my command, as I shall int« that 
to which I have above referred, of which you complain in the 

conduct of-towards your servant! 

* I have the honor to be, &c. 

<-* “ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount- Wellington, KJL., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ SlB, ‘ Alverca, 25th August, I8JCI 

‘ 1 have received the directions of the Secretary of State to 
draw from Cadiz the Tilth and 94th regiments, and 100 men 
of the 9-Th regiment, and the squadron of the 13th light dra¬ 
goons, now at that place; and I shall he much obliged to you 
if you will order tonnage of the transports lately sent by Sir 
lliehard Keats for 1820 infantry, and for 100 horses, lo be 
sent to Cadiz for their conveyance from thence to the Tagus. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

' Vice Admiral ‘ Wellington. 

the lion. G. Berkeley.' 


l.ieut. General- Viscount Wethngton, K.B., to Lieut. General Graham. 

* Sib, * Alvui-ca, 25th August, IS 10. 

‘ I enclose an extract from a private letter which 1 have 
this day received from Lord Liverpool; and, according to his 
Lordship's'intentions, I have requested Admiral Berkeley to 
send transports tc^Cadiz to bring round to Lisbon the 79th 
and 91th regime*ts, and 100 men of the 95th regiment, and 
the squadron of the 13th light dragoons, which troops I request 
you to have embarked as soon # as the’vessels arrive for their 
conveyance. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c.i 

‘ Lieut. General Gtnham.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount ^Wellington, K.B., to Cl.-Stuart, Esq. 

. • 0 

• My. DEAR Sijl, * Alverea, 25th August, 1810. 

I shall,, speak tb Bqpesford about the cavalry equipments 
for the Marquis de la Romana. I have none, I believe, ex¬ 
cepting sqj»p Anilines, which I cannot give him. 
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* I enclose a letter from Principal Souza, and my answer. 
Send, back the former, <lnd forward the latter, when you shall 
have perused it. 

‘ Send the twelve prints, which the Government have given 
me, to Lady Wellington, in Harley Street, and I shall be 
much obliged to yftu. 

‘ There is nothing new. The fire has not yet opened on 
Almeida; but it is expected that it will open this day. 

* Believe me, &ei 

‘ C. Stuart,Esq.' i‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Alvcrca, 27th August, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 22nd. Underneath you 
have‘*the strength of the Swiss battalion to be sent home, and 
you are the best judge in what ship it would be expedient to 
send them. ' 

‘ We must land the troops at Lisbon, notwithstanding the 
length of the march, and of the voyage. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ‘ Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

‘ Return of the Swiss battalion taken at Puebla de Sanabria. 
19 Officers, 

33 Serjeants, 

36 Corporals, 

13 Drummers, 

239 Soldiers. 

' Total 340 * 

* Besidps the above, 'there is one officer, two jerjeants, and 
twehty two soldiers wounded, some of whom will probably be 
in a condition to embark.’ 

4 

Lieut. General Viscqunt Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ My DEAR Sir, ‘ Alverca, 27|th Augusts 1810. 

* I have received your letter of the>22ncl. If such frequent 
instances did not 'Occur, in various quarters, of the intrigues of 
individuals against the cause, in the success of’wbi^h they are 
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personally as well as politically interested, one would not believe 
all the stories one hears of conduct of tips description. 

‘ I cannot conceive what De Souza expects the Portuguese 
would gain by the appointment of the Duke of Brunswick to 
command the Portuguese army. This is a little intrigue 
which has been long on foot, at the bottom of which is 

--, who is as fond of having a concern in an intrigue as 

any person I know; and that foolish fellow De Souza has 
entered into her "jews to please her, without considering the 
effect which this arrangement must have upon every thing 
here. The foundation of all our strength here is the unani¬ 
mity of our proceedings. I doubt if I should be able to 
manage the concern, if the Duke of Brunswick was to be at 
the head of the Portuguese army, and I was to meet the 
Portuguese vanity and self-sufficiency at every corner, en¬ 
couraged as it would be by him. t 

‘ I conclude that Lord Wellesley feels as Canning did 

about - . All that lie desired of me wjjs that 1 should 

allow nothing to l>e referred to-in England, and the 

policy of that arrangement is obvious: if matters are referred • 

to-, they are not in the hands of our Government. 

It is much better that, in a case of difficulty, in which you 
cannot prevail upon the Government to decide as you like, the 
question should be referred to me in obedience to the Prince’s 
order. 

‘‘You will observe the turn which *1 have given to the fresh 
demand for money in my answer to Principal Souza. 

‘ The fire opened upon Almeida yesterday. The garrison 
returns it vigorously. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart. Esq.' * ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B. f to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. T . 

'My Loud, _ ‘ Alverca, 2 7 th August, 1810. 

‘ I have the honor to enclose a letter from Lieut. Colonel 
Fletcher, containing a reqtiisition for sqme idtrenc.hing tools, 
and t request that your Lordship will be pleased to gi^te direc¬ 
tions to have them sent to Lisbon as soon as possible. 

I have the honor to'be, See. 

• The Earl r 'J Liverpool.’ * Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General HilL 
>• i * Alverca, 27th August, 1810, 

‘ My dear Hill, i past 8 p.m. 

‘ I am sorry to tell you that the enemy are in possession of 
Almeida; in what manner they obtained the possession I can¬ 
not tell, but we she that they have the place from our posts. 

‘ I shall in the morning again place the infantry in the 
valley of the Mondego, and shall remove the head quarters to 
Celorico; and I shall be prepared to draw*off to the rear, to 
form my junction with you 'and Leith, if 1 should find that 
the enemy press me with a superior force. 

‘ You will act according to the instructions you have already 
received; and I think you will do well to withdraw Le Cor 
again from Belmonte, so as to lie en mesure with you in the 
mountains. 

‘"Watch the movements of Regnier, which will probably 
give us a clue to the enemy’s intentions. 

• ‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Vittmuni Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

• My dear Hill, • * Celorico, 28th August, 1810. 

‘ After I wrote to you last night, the fire at Almeida recom¬ 
menced at about nine, and continued until near two ; but it had 
not recommenced at nine this morning, when I left our ad¬ 
vanced posts. There is no doubt but that the place has fallen. 

‘ The enemy’s piquets skirmished with ours on the whole 
length of our line this morning; and one' of the German Ser¬ 
jeants of their Hussars told one of the serjfcants of ours, that 
they had possession of Almeida. 

‘ I cannot express how iKuch I am disappointed at this 
fatal event, which I caqnot account for in any manner. The 
plar," codld not have been breached, and I suspect that *it has 
been surrendered at discretion. , 

‘ Cox had there 500,000 rations of bread, of which he can¬ 
not have consumed 150,000; the .remaining 350,000 will en¬ 
able thg enemy to invade Portugal. 

<■ Observe Regnier well. His movements will be the clue to 
every thing else.,, I expect that he w'lll move to-morrow. 

„ ‘ Believe hie, &c. 4 . 

, ‘ Lieut. General Hill. * WelLin^on. 
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• Your instructions to Colonel Le Cor are what they ought 
to be. You must now consider him another division.of your 
corps; and consider the letter of the 2prd as applicable to this 
division as well as to the others.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.D., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

‘ On the top of the hill at Mar^al do Chao, 
My dea’i CcnrroN, 29th August, 1810, i past 7 a.m. 

‘ I came out Jhere to see if all was quiet, and I am glad to 
see it is so. 1 can see only one vidette on the telegraph hill, 
and a small piquet near it. There appear some people also in 
Freixcdas. 

‘ Your cavalry would be more quiet, and you would be able 
to make your movements with more celerity, and unseen by 
the enemy, if you were to withdraw the regiments to .the rear 
of Alverca, occupying Bassa Cova, Marcal do Chao, and the 
huts in the hermit wood, and holding Alvsrca and the ground 
in front only by your piquets. Lord E. Somerset might in 
that case keep Bara§al, and go with the remainder of the 4th 
to Lagiosa. You might keep Anson with the 16'th still at 
Cerejo. . 

‘ If you do not sec any objection to this arrangement, you 
might make it after dark, or before day in the morning; and 
let me know whether you adopt it, that I may order a cor¬ 
responding movement by General Cole at Guarda. If you 
should adopt it, you will send your own orders to Lord Ed¬ 
ward, who musj r be by this time in Martjal do Cha5. I think 
you should m*ve your own head quarters to Marcjal do Chad. 

1 Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lt. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. c ‘.Wellington. 

Lieut f General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to Lie&t. G&eral 
Sir S. Cotton, Bart. 

4 My deap C&tton, ‘ Celorico, -29t.h August, 1810, 8 p.m. 

^ I have just received a letter from General Cole, by which 
I learn that the enemy are collecting^ corps at Sahugal, partly 
or entirely ‘Regnier’s, and that it is supposed they will attack 
Guarda** They may be‘attacked in the„morning, but at all 
events I thjnk that *before day in the morning you ought to 
pli}ce $our troops as I proposed to you this morning, and you 



364 


PORTUGAL. 


1810. 


may still leave your small piquets on the heights of Freix- 
edas. 

C 

‘ If Cole should retire, which he certainly will if attacked in 
force, you must also' retire upon Celorico with your cavalry, 
lie will give you the earliest information of the enemy’s 
movements,in his frovt. 

' ‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Li. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart.’ ‘ Wellington. 

e 

4 . 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Efirl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

• My Lord, ‘ Celorico, 29th August, 1810. 

‘ The enemy opened their fire upon Almeida late on Satur¬ 
day night, or early on Sunday morning, the 26th instant; and 
I am concerned to add that they obtained possession of the 
place in, the course of the night of the 27th. 

* I will not conceal from your Lordship that this unfortu¬ 
nate event has disappointed me much; as, adverting to the 
manner in which the garrison was supplied with all the neces¬ 
saries for the defence of the fort, to the respectable state of 
the works, and to the good spirit which I had understood from 
the Governor that the garrison maintained, I had hoped that 
this place would hold out to the last extremity, if I should not 
have had an opportunity of relieving it; and at all events 
would have detained the enemy till a late period in the season. 

‘ I have no intelligence, upon which 1 can rely, of the cause 
of its surrender. Some prisoners taken yesterday state that 
the magazine of the fort, which, however,Vqis bomb proof, 
blew up on Saturday night; that, in the course of Monday, 
the Governor had desired to capitulate on the terms that the 
fort should be given up, but that the garrison and inhabitants 
should be allowed to join this army, which terms had been 
refused; and that the fire bad then recommenced, qnd he had 
held out as long as his ammunition lasted, and had surrendered 
at two in the morning of yesterday ; and that offers had been 
made to the soldiefs of the garrison to take them into the ser¬ 
vice of the Emperor, m\ to send them prisoners to 'France, 
and that they had all preferred the latter. » •- 

‘This account deserves credit, as,coming from ap enemy ; 
and.it is so far confirmed, that 1 ha^ an opportunity of 
observing'that there was a cessation from hostilities •from one 
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i*.m. till nine on Monday night, when the fire recommenced, 
and lasted till near two, when it ceased ag ajfa. 

‘ An explosion had likewise been heard at our adv&nced 
posts; and I observed, on Monday, thra ilie steeple of the 
church was destroyed, and many of the houses of the town 
unroofed. t 

‘ I hope that this account will be found correct* in all 
material points; and it will give me great satisfaction to 
find that the los^ of Almeida, and the»transfer to the enemy 
of the stores and provisions which it contains, have not been, 
occasioned by any fault of the Governor or of the gar¬ 
rison. 

‘ I had a telegraphic communication with the Governor, but 
unfortunately the weather did not allow of our using it on 
Sunday, or during a great part of Monday; and when the 
weather cleared on that day, it was obvious that the Governor 
was in communication with the enemy. 

‘ Adverting to the position in which Iliad collected the army 
so near the place, it is unfortunate that I had not an opportu¬ 
nity of knowing their situation, after the loss of their magazine. 

After I was certain of the fall of the place, I moved the 
infantry of the army again into the valley of the Mondego, 
keeping a division upon Guarda, and the outposts of the 
cavalry at Alvcrca. ’ 

‘ The enemy attacked our piquets twice yesterday in the 
morning, but feebly, and they wen* repulsed. In the after¬ 
noon, however, they obliged Sir Stapleton Cotton to draw 
in his posts to this side of Frcixedas. Captain Lygon*, of 
the 16'th light ^ragoons, was wounded in the morning; and 
two men of the royal dragoons were wounded in the after¬ 
noon. • 

‘ A piquet of this regiment made a gallant»and successful 
charge upon a party of the enemy’s infantry and cavalry, and 
took some prisoners. 

‘ The 2nd cqrps, uftder General Regnier, has made no 
movement of any importance since I had the honor of address¬ 
ing ypur»Lordship last.* A patrole,^however, belonging to 
this* corps, fejl in with a squadron of dragoons, consisting of 


* Colonel tile Hon. II. B. Lygdfi, now commanding the 1st Life Guards. 
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one troop of the 13th British, and one troop of the 4th Portu¬ 
guese, belonging tb Lieut. General Hill’s corps, under the 
comniand of Captain White of the 13th, on the 22nd instant ; 
and the whole of than were taken, with the exception of the 
Captain and one man, who, I since understand, have been 
killed. I enclose tjhc copy of Brigadier General Fane’s report 
to Lieut. General Hill of this affair, which it appears was 
highly creditable to Captain White and the allied troops 
engaged. * 

• No movement has been made, and nothing of any import¬ 
ance has occurred, in Estremadura, since I addressed your 
Lordship last. 

‘ In the north, the enemy moved a small body of infantry 
and cavalry on the 20th to Alcariizas; but General Silveira 
moved towards them from Braganza, and they immediately 
retired. 

‘ The last accounts I have from Cadiz are of the 16th 
instant; and I understand that General Graham is about to 
send 2000 men from Cadiz round to the Tagus. Nothing 
extraordinary had occurred in that quarter. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool,' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.R., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ Mv DEAR Lord, ( ‘Celorico, 29th August, 18,10. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 2nd instant. You may 
depend upon it that the intelligence which I send you every 
week of the enemy’s movements is as nearly correct as it can 
be. I receive the intelligence which goes to ‘every body else, 
and I form my opinion of its truth from a consideration of the 
whole. , *■ 

‘ Junot’s corps never went to Zamora 1 believe the right 
was never farther than San Felices, on the Agued&, or, at far¬ 
thest, opposite to Freixo d’Espadacipta, on" the Duero, be¬ 
tween the Agueda and the Tonnes. 0 

‘ In respect to the enemy's force in Spain, I consider it 
250,000 men, including guards, &c. The battalions at Nantes 
should each be reckoned 1000 at least, as they arc within the 
French territory. 
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' In respect to the enemy’s force upon the frontier of Por¬ 
tugal, the question is, what part of it is supposed acting 
against us ? The 2nd, 6th, and 8th corjp are occupiedVith 
us exclusively; and the 5th corps, in Hstfemadura, has the 
Marquis de la Romana in its front. I do not think the latter 
is equal to the former. 

* Besides the Marquis de la Romana's corps on oflu right, 
we have General Mahy’s upon our left in Galicia; but 
General Mahy’s tetters will have confirmed the statements 
I before made of the wants of this corps, and will show your 
Lordship that even if the divisions of Serras, Bonnet, and 
Kellerman were not sufficient to keep it in check in Ga¬ 
licia, I cannot hope for any efficient co-operation from it. 
I would also beg to observe to your Lordship that the 
system of caution prescribed to me has increased the 
difficulty, already existing, of doing much for the Spaniards; 
and I could not with propriety advise them to place‘their 
armies in a state of risk, only to provide the better for my 
own security. 

‘ I am aware that their ultimate success depends upon my. 
being able to maintain my ground. But still they would not 
understand the motive of the advice I should give them; 
more particularly as hithtrto I have constantly urged them 
to keep their armies in a state of security, and not to risk 
them in actions of which the result was doubtful. I did 
arrange a plan of operations with,the Marquis de la Ro¬ 
mana, applicable to his own corps, when this country should 
be attacked; but, although 1 entertain a high opinion, and 
great regard, for *the Marquis de la Romana, I cannot feel 
confident that he will carry the plan into execution. Indeed 
I am apprehensive that he has already put it out of his 
power to be of much use to us? and the enemy certainly may 
cut him off from us. However, I lyive written to urge him 
to fill back,* and_ secure his communication with us*qri(jer any 
.event. 

‘ I have already written to your Lordship fully respecting 
reinforcements. I am apprehensive that the.buke of Bruns¬ 
wick’s corps will not be of much use. * They will set an ex¬ 
ample of desertion, which they will increase amongst us, and 
it may reach the Portuguese army. 
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‘ One of the prisoners taken reports that Governor Cox has 
lost his arm, another that he was killed. I do not credit the 
last, 'as I am convinced that the proposition for the garrison to 
join the army came from him; and I have not mentioned either 
of the reports in my dispatch, in order not to alarm his friends 
unnecessarily. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ W Ellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of Stale. 

• My Loan, ‘ Celorico, 29tb August, 1810. 

* I have the honor to enclose a requisition for 10,000 blan¬ 
kets, which I request may be sent out as soon as possible to 
Lisbon. 

1 I have the honor to be, &c. 

• The'Earl of Liverpool: ‘ W Ellington. 

Lieut. General Vis’count Wellington, K.B., to Lieut.. General Graham. 

• Sir, ‘ Celorico, 30Lb August, 1810. 

* I have received your dispatch (No. 32), dated the 5th 
instant, and I am obliged to you for sending round the trans¬ 
ports. 

* I am also much obliged to you for sending the reinforce¬ 
ment to this country of the 79th, and (2nd battalion) 88th 
regiments, and the squadron of the 13th dragoons, which I 
have heard from other quarters are on their passage. I have, 
however, in this army so many corps of the same description 
with the 2nd battalion 88th regiment, which I had already 
sent away from Portugal to Gibraltar last year, as being unfit 
for service in the field, .that I propose to keep this battalion at 
Lisbon, and to send it back to Cadiz as soon as 1 can relieve 
it by the 2nd battalion,, 58th regiment, also of the same de¬ 
scription. 4rom the army. I conclude that you'will send off 
the 94th regiment from Cadiz as soon as you^receive the letter, 
from the Sgcretyry of State, which I transmitted to you a few 
days ago. 

* I atp much concerned to bear of the illness of Major 
General Ferguson, and that you have lost the' bqnofit of his 
assistance. 
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‘ I beg to refer you to my letter, by this conveyance, to Mr. 
Wellesley for an account of the state of affau-s here. 

* I have the honor t/ be, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Graham.' .Wellington. « 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right lion. 

Henry Wellesley. 

‘ Mv dear Henry, ‘ Celojiico, 30th August, 1810. 

‘ 1 received yesterday your letter of the 16th, and I now 
enclose my weekly feport of yesterday to Government. 

‘ The loss of Almeida is a great misfortune, but I do not 
lose all hopes yet. Since I wrote yesterday to Government, I 
have heard that Regnier’s corps has been brought to Sabugal, 
where it arrived yesterday; so that I have now got the three 
corps upon my bands. Since yesterday they have made no 
movement. ! 

‘ Government have sent me out 20,000 stand of arms, of 
which I shall send a proportion to you to be forwarded to 
Catalonia, &c. I shall send the remainder into Galicia and- 
Biscay. 

‘ I do not know how Government are to get the money to 
give the Spaniards the million sterling of which they talk. 
The ten millions are quite out of the question. 

' You are already in possession of my opinion respecting the 
proposed treaty of commerce. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 

‘ The Rt. Hon'Henry Wellesley .’ ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.U., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

4 My dear Sir, j ‘ Celorieo, 30th August, 1810. 

‘ 1 s heard from Government of tbs appointment of Mr. 
Drummond, and.I have written to that gentleman;*-, the 
subjects referred /or his‘inquiries. 1 atn convinced that he 
will not be able to procure mote money, either at Cadiz or 
Lisbon, than we get at present; and I only hope that his 
arrangements v^ill not diminish our supplies. Villiers’ favorite 
notion on supplies of moBiey was thAt by exertion a great deal 
more might be got. My answer was, that we were neither pick- 
vol. vi. 2 B i 
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pockets nor coiners; that we could get only the sums which it 
was convenient to. or the interest of, individuals to transmit 
to England ; and t\at I did not see in what manner an increase 
of exertions by ,u.' could increase theSe sums. However, 
he has been more successful with the ministers in England 
than he was with me; and we owe to him Mr. Drummond’s 
arrival.' 

‘ You will have seen my dispatch of yesterday. Regnier’s 
corps is at Sabugal: since I wrote that dispatch 1 have re¬ 
ceived the information, so that I have now the three corps on 
my hands. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

C. Stuari, Esq.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Colonel Peaeocke. 

« Ski, ‘ Celorico, 30th August, 1810. 

* I have to request that when the 79th regiment shall arrive 
at Lisbon theynnay be immediately prepared for the field in 
the usual manner, as well as the squadron of the 13th light 
dragoons. 

' The 88th regiment are to continue in garrison at Lisbon; 
and the 83rd, as soon as the 88th* shall arrive, are to be sent 
to join the army by the route o£ Thomar. 

‘ When any regiments shall arrive, you will be pleased to 
direct that they may prepare for service in the field without 
loss of tim,e. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Colonel Peaeocke.’ ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Visepuni Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ My dear S*i u, ‘ Celorico, 31st August, 1810. 

‘ I return the Consul's bill and vouchers for expenses in- 
curTclV at Faro, which I think it would be best that you should 
pay; as it is not specified whether the dirpatches sent wert; 
mine, and on military subjects, or yours. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Wellington. 


‘ C. StdUrt, Esq.' 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K. B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Celo/oo, 31st August, 1810. 

1 I have received your letter of the 27th. I think that the 
Carta Regia would have been better, if it had not been an 
apology. 

‘ The Arganil militia, which was part of the garrison of 
Almeida, has been sent in, and the two other battalions are to 
follow this day an.l to-morrow. The Colonel reports that the 
explosion of the magazine destroyed the whole town, made a 
breach in the place, blew all the guns, excepting three, into 
the ditch, destroyed all the ammunition, excepting ten or twelve 
barrels of powder, and killed or wounded the greater part of 
the artillerymen. 'The garrison, till this accident, had sus¬ 
tained no loss, and was in the best order and spirits, and had 
no thoughts of surrender, and expected to hold the place for 
two months. The Colonel talks highly of the conduct of 
Governor Cox. 

‘ 1 am sorry to add that the whole of the 24th regiment, 
with the exception of the major and of the English officers, 
have gone into the French service. It is said that their object 
is to have an opportunity of deserting from it, which is well 
enough for the private soldiers, but is highly disgraceful to 
the character of the officers. 

‘ The Major commanding the artillery was the person em¬ 
ployed by Cox to settle the capitulation for him. He went 
out and informed the French of the exact state of the place 
after the explosion, and never returned ! ! Massena has made 
him a Colonel!! 

‘ There is nothing new this morning. The enemy talked 
of attacking Guarda this day, but it is now half-past ten, 
and I have just received a telegraph message from thence, 
stating that « patrole had come in, and there waj nothing 
new. ' J 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq.' ‘ Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

‘ Mv dear Cotton, ‘ Celorico, 31st August, 1810. 

' I have just received your note, and I approve so entirely 
of what you propose, that I beg you to carry the new arrange¬ 
ment Into execution this afternoon. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General < Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart. 

1 1 have just had a telegraph from Guarda; there is 
nothing new on that side. Cole says that one of the militia 
officers has informed him that either Ney or Massena was gone 
to Pinhel.’ 

o 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Alvorca, 31 st August, 1810. 

‘ From the period at which ltegnier’s movement to the 
northward was made, and at which the orders for it must have 
been issued, as well as because nearly at the same time the 
enemy’s whole army was collected. ! judge that these move¬ 
ments were not occasioned by thd fall, or by the early expected 
fall, of Almeida; but that the enemy collected his army as 
soon as he found that I> had brought up mine to the front. 
1 consider it possible, therefore, that the intention of the enemy 
may yet be to remove Heguier’s corps through the 0 mountains. 

‘ If, however, you should find that lleguief moves upon Bel¬ 
monte, and crosses the Zezcre, so as to place himself between 
the Zezere and the Alva, or if he moves upon Guarda from 
Sabugal, whete he now is, you must move directly by Villa 
de Rey upon Thomar, where you will receive furtjier directions 
from*,::- f 

‘ Possibly Le Cor, without his gutfs, mighi be able to reach* 
the Zezere by tiie road of Sertaom, and might cross that river 
at the Ponte de CabriJ to Pedrogao'Grande, or lower down at 
the fords of Foz d’Alja. 

‘ If I should find that the enemy, throw their cvhole force 
between the Doiao and the Zezere, I shall endeavor to collect 
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the allied army in the position of Ponte da Murcella, on the 

Alva. i 

‘ Believe me, «ic. 

• Lieut. General Hill. WEllington. 

* In order to save time, and to avoid hurrying the British 
infantry, it occurs to me that you might move them flow to 
Sobreira Formosa, from whence you could get them across the 
Zezere between Thomar and Villa de itey in two marches. 
If llegnier should* return to the southward, in order to move 
into the mountains, you could easily bring them up again to 
Sarzedas from Sobreira Formosa. 

‘ I should likewise observe to you that, if you should make 
this movement, it would not bo necessary for you to go to 
Thomar to join me upon the Alva. Your line would be from 
the Zezere to Caba<;os, thence to Espinhal; but you ^hall 
have the exact route by the post of to-morrow.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General Leith.' 

‘ Mv dear General, ‘ Colorieo, 1st September, 1810. 

‘ Colonel Murray has communicated to me Captain Wil¬ 
liams’ report on the Zezere, which is very satisfactory. 

1 There is no doubt, that if we are to have any works upon 
the Zezere, they ought to be constructed on the principles 
stated by Captain Williams, and in’themselves efficient j and 
I should ccj-tainly be glad if the works on that river could be 
reformed as proposed by him. 

* In this season of the year, however, it is in the power of 
the enemy to turn the line of the Zezere in so many different 
ways, that I should hesitate to disperse or fatigue the troops 
in any great degree, in order to reform the works as Captain 
Williams proposes. 

‘ If, however, the wqrk can be performed either by the 
peasantry or by fhe troops, without any great inconvenience, 
the line of the Zezere may hereafter become 'very important 
to the’army ; and I should be glad if What Captain Williams 
proposes were done, * 

‘ At present the enemy have collected their whole force in 
this front: whether they did so in consequence of my move¬ 
ments, in *or3er to protect the siege of Almeida, the early sur- 



374 


PORTUGAL. 


1810 


render of which place they could not have expected when the 
collection of the farce was ordered, or in order to press en 
manse down this valley, it is impossible for me to say. If the 
latter is their object, and they should carry it into execution, 
the line of the Zezere can be of no use to us. I shall endea¬ 
vor, in that case, to collect the army upon the Alva, and stop 
them if circumstances will permit. 

‘ I beg you to forward the enclosed letter by an officer to 
General Ilill. 

‘ Believe me, &u. 

‘ Major General Leith.’ * Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Graham. 

‘ SlR, ‘ Celorico, 1st September, 1810. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your letters of the 15th 
and ifith August, by Lieut. Colonel Ponsonby. 

‘ We are in want, of General Officers in this country, but 
T understand that Major Generals Sir William Erskine and 
Lumley, and Brigadier General Hay have been ordered out; 
and as the late promotions have made many colonels, I ima¬ 
gine that we shall have a sufficient number of officers of rank 
for the duty of the army. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Graham.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut,. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Celorico, 1st September, 1810. 

‘ 1 enclose the duplicate of my letter of yesterday. I like¬ 
wise enclose your route from the Zezere towards the Ponte da 
Murcella, in case it shduld beaiecessary for you to come that 
way. 

‘There is nothing dew this morning. The ( enemy have 
made lib‘movement that we have heard of. • 

‘ I have omitted to tell you that the magazine at Almeida' 
was blown up on Sunday night, and all the ammunition de¬ 
stroyed ; a breach' madi in the place; "the guns, excepting'three, 
blown into the ditch, and nearly all the artillerymen killed or 
wounded. The whole town was destroyed, and the stones of 
the buildings killed or wounded forty nun even in the enemy’ 
lines. 
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‘ Till the occurrence of this accident, the garrison had no 
idea of surrender. Their loss had been trifling, three or four 
men wounded ; and they were in good spirits, and well'sup¬ 
plied with everything they wanted. They expected to hold 
out for two months. They all talk highly of the conduct of 
the Governor : even the enemy acknowledge that he behaved 
remarkably well. * ■ 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill.' ‘ Wellington. 

» 

L’eut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Beresford. 

‘ Celorieo, i before 1, I\M., 

‘ Mv of\r Berks for i), 2nd Sept., 1810. 

‘ 1 have just received a report that the enemy have driven 
our pi<|uet out of Freixedas and through Alverca to Bassa 
Cova, and a column of some strength was coming down Freixe¬ 
das hill. * 

‘ Our cavalry will probably be in here and hereabouts in 
the course of the evening, and you had better move your quar¬ 
ters this evening to Corthjo, and come here yourself. 

‘ Believe me, &e. 

‘ Marshal Beresford. ‘Wellington. 

‘ Cole sends a report by telegraph, that the enemy are 
moving upon Covilhao, which he says he does not believe.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My deauTIili,, ‘ Celorieo, 2nd September, 1810. 

‘ The enemy Have driven our piquets through Freixedas 
and Alverca, and I shall retire from hence in the morning. 
General Cole will leave Guarda this afternoon. 

‘ It is reported that Regnier moved upon. Covilhao this 
morning. If it is so, you will havg received intelligence of 
the movement frpm Le Cor, who was at Fundao. 

‘It is possibly that I«may receive positive intelligence upon 
this subject this evening, when f shall write tq you again. 

. ‘ Believe me. See. 

Limit. General Hill. ‘ Wellington. 

Since Writing the ^enclosed, I have heard that Regnier 
moved upon Castello Branco. However, Le Cor will be able 
to give yoif the most correct intelligence of this movement.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ My dear Sir, , ‘ Cclorico, 2nd September, 1810. 

* I did not answer your former letter on the subject of the 
navy at our several signal stations, because I felt considerable 
embarrassment upon the subject. The difficulty does not 
consist in giving the officers and seamen additional rations, or 
an allowance in lien of additional rations, so much as in 
creating a precedent by the grant of this allowance or these 
rations, which may be very inconvenient to the service here¬ 
after. 1 beg you to consider the subject in that light. 

‘ If you should still be of opinion that the additional rations, 
or an allowance instead of them, must be made, they shall be 
made, subject to a reference to England, or I will try to arrange 
to manage our signals without the assistance of these officers 
and ihen. 

‘ I think it best to detain the transports which brought 
round the 79th and 88th, till we shall hear further from Cadiz, 
and not to send those respecting which I wrote to you on the 
25th. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Vice Admiral ' ‘Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General • 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

• My dear Cotton, ‘ Celorico, 3rd September, 1810, 8 a.m. 

‘ Every thing appears tolerably quiet in front, and I am 
going to Gouveia. 

‘ I beg you to attend to the former instructions; observe 
the enemy’s movements, but do not engage yourself in any 
serious affair. < 

‘ If«yj<i should find the enemy advance in strength, retire 
upon the Light division at Sampayo, giving General Craufurd 
and me the earliest information of their movement, and ob¬ 
serving them stilbwith v the Hussars, or one of the othemregi- 
ments of JLight Dragoons. 

‘ Captain Cocks is upon Prados, with a piquet of observation 
upon Guarda. llrados is on the hill on v lhe left olf the Val de 
Mondegq, and from thence Captain Cocks will rfctjre upon 
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Linhares. You can communicate with him either by Lagiosa, 
along the Mondego, or from Celorico through Linhares. 

‘ It might be advisable to strengthen Captain Cocks a little, 
so as to enable him to strengthen his post at, and to patrole 
from Guarda, to obtain better intelligence of the enemy’s move¬ 
ments. 

‘ The post at Trancoso also becomes important on your other 
flank. Murray has told you by what road it is to retire when 
you will come through Celorico. 

‘ I believe Cole # has left the English key of the telegraph 
at Guarda with Cocks; if he has not, 1 shall desire him to 
send it to him. I shall leave mine with the telegraph officer 
you have had with you, who shall stay here. 

‘ When Guarda and Celorico are finally evacuated, take care 
that the telegraphs are destroyed; and probably the most 
effectual mode of destruction would be to have straw laid in 
them ready to burn them. 

‘ Believe me, Stc. 

* 

‘ Lieut. General ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart.' 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Gouveia, 4th September, 1810. 

‘ I received your letter of the 2nd this morning. If Regnier 
passes the Upper Zezere, or if he murches upon Guarda, and 
you should consequently make the march suggested in my 
letters of the 31st and 1st, General Fane’s cavalry should like¬ 
wise cross the Zezere after you, as it is my wish to have the 
whole army on the right of that river. If Regnicr, however, 
should move and attack you in the mountains between the 
Zezere and the Tagus, then the instructions* of the 10th 
August will jpply to the disposition of Fane’s cavalry. 

‘ The movement directed for you by my letteiVJ ,1 'Of the 
31st August and the fst. September was intended only to 
prepare you for what might possibly happen,-viz., the collec¬ 
tion of the enemy’s whole* force between the Zezere and the 
Douro, and for the march which I wished you toamake in 
consequent. Le Cor would be in no danger from the enemy’s 
movements, which were supposed in those letters; and he 
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might have remained in safety at Fundao, with his cavalry 
forward, at least till the enemy’s movement would have been 
decided. Indeed, his remaining would appear important, to 
enable you to procure intelligence. 

‘ I withdrew the infantry of the army yesterday one march. 
The cavalry is still in the same situations; and we have a look 
out, upon Guarda. 

‘ The enemy has made no movement since Sunday, and I 
believe they returned to the Coa after drivmg in our piquets 
from Freixedas. Our piquets are again in, Alverca. 

‘It is reported, but I do not know whether to believe the 
report, that the enemy have moved fifty pieces of cannon upon 
Sabugal, by Alfayates, from Almeida. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill.' ‘ We llxngton. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My dear Hill, 1 Gouveia, 4th September, 1810. 

‘ Since I wrote my other letter, two prisoners who were taken 
yesterday morning, say that the enemy positively returned on 
Sunday to the Coa; but it was expected that the 6th and 8th 
corps would advance immediately by this road. 

‘ An officer of Don Julian Sanchez’s party has also just 
been with me ; and has informed me that Regnier marched on 
Saturday from Sabugal to Penamacor, and has collected his 
corps at that place. You must have heard of this movement if 
it be true. If it be true, and the cannon has gone to Sabugal, 
it is probable that Regnier will cross the Tagus, and proceed 
according to the plan discussed in one of my late letters, and 
that he takes with him* all, or Jthe greater part, of the enemy’s 
cannon, as he goes by the road which is the most practicable 
for artillery, at least, ill the opinion and according to the 
knowledge and information of the enemy. 

‘ Believe me, &c.- 

‘ Lieut. General Hill.' ' Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Gouveia, 5th September, 1810. 

‘ 1 enclose a letter from Colonel Cox, late Governor of Al¬ 
meida, to Marshal Heresford, containing a copy of the capitu¬ 
lation of Almeida, and au account of the circumstances jvhich 
occasioned the early surrender of that place. 

‘ It was impossible to expect that Colonel Cox should con¬ 
tinue the defence of the place after the unfortunate occurrence 
which he mentions; and I am happy to add, that all the 
accounts which I have received from officers and soldiers of 
the militia who have come into the interior under the capitu¬ 
lation, concur in applauding the conduct of the Governor 
throughout the siege, and in the unfortunate situation in which 
he was placed toward its close. 

4 It is certain, that until the explosion of the magazines of 
the place, the garrison had sustained but little loss, and were 
in the highest spirits; and, encouraged by th<? example of the 
Governor, and the confidence they had in him, were determined 
to hold out to the last moment. 

‘ I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I 
have received from Marshal Heresford, in which he enclosed 
the letter from Colonel Cox ;*to which I have to add, that the 
two officers mentioned in that letter, the Tcnientc del Hey, and 
tho Major of artillery, have entered ^he service of France, and 
that the latter has been promoted to the rank of Colonel. I 
am also informed, that when sent out by the Governor into 
the enemy’s lines to negotiate the capitulation, and after he 
had informed the enemy of the unfortunate situation of the 
garrison, he did not return to the place .when hostilities recom¬ 
menced, but continued in the erfemy’s lines. 

1 I have the hopor to be, &e. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My T>kar Hill, ’ ‘ Goufeia, 6th September, 1810. 

‘"Nothing has occurred this day worthy of attention. 

‘ 1 rely toon your pludance and discretion not to engage 
yourself in ayy affair of which the result can be at all doubt- 



380 PORTUGAL. 1810. 

ful. Retire gradual]}', if you find the enemy threatening you 
in too great force; and let me hear from you constantly. 

* l’f we can avoid any accident before we all join, I have 
confidence of our final success. 

‘ Some time ago I ordered General Leith to throw one of 
Le Cor’s regiments of regular infantry into the garrison of 
Abrantes, in case of retiring from that place; which is not 
necessary now, as the 22nd regiment are in that garrison. 

‘ Believe me, &c 

‘ Lieut. General Hill' Wellington, 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Beresford. 

4 Sir, ‘ Gouvuia, Gtli September, 1810. 

4 I send herewith a prisoner, respecting whom I enclose a 
memorandum received from Colonel Alava. 

‘ After this person had had with Colonel Alava the conver¬ 
sations referred to in the enclosed paper, and of which I was 
apprized, which marked him as a suspicious deserter, I saw 
him conversing with different people in the public market 
place, such as sutlers and others, followers of the army, from 
whom he might have received intelligence, and 1 had him 
confined, and I now send him to be disposed of by the 
Commission. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Marshal Beresford.' ‘ Wellington,. 

Lieut. General Viscount. Wellington, K.B., to Major General Leith. 

‘ Mv dear General, ‘ Gouveia, 6th September, 1810. 

' I have received your letters of the 3rd and 5th. I have 
no objection to the reform of the works on the Zezere in the 
manner propo&ed, and Captain Williams is authorized to pay 
the peasants employed Mpoti them at the follewing rates: 
artifice** *320 reas per diem; labourers 200 reas; and boys 
120 reas per diem. Let application* be marie to the Com- ‘ 
missary at Abrantes for money for this purpose, and I will 
grant a warrant for the amount, as soon as I shall bd informed 
of it. g 

‘ 1 have no doubt of the zeal of ,the troops unde^'your com¬ 
mand, or of their desire to be actively employed. 
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‘ In answer to your desire to have more English troops 
under your command, 1 must inform you, that 1 class and dis¬ 
pose of the troops of the different descriptions, according to my 
views of the service which will be required of them, and not as 
a matter of favor to any officer. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major General Leith ' * WellinC'BOX. 

Lieut. Gmtera! Viscount Wellingtoh, K.D., to the 
. Marquis da la Romano, 

‘ A Gouveia, ce 6 Septembrc, 1810. 
‘ Mon cher Monsieur i.e Marquis, 

‘ J’ai reju vos lettres du 1'. Yous aurez appris les mouve- 
mens du corps de ltegnier de la part du General Hill. Ou 
l’ennemi va faire le mouvement sur notre droite, dont je vous 
ai 6crit, ou il va faire le siege de Badajoz. On dit qu*c du 
canon a passe d'Almeida a Sabugal, et de la. vers Ilegnier ; 
mais je ne suis pas sur que c’est vrai, ou que c’est du canon 
de siege. Si c’est de l’artillerie de campagne, l’ennemi va 
tftcher de nous tourner par la droite et de vous couper d’avec 
nous avec une partie de ses troupes, tandis qu’il s’avancera 
par ici avec l’autre. 

‘ J’ai distribute inon amice de maniore a faire face a tout. 
Je rassemblerai la plus grande force qu'il me sera possible, 
toirte l armfee, si cela ee peut, cn Alentejo, si on va faire le 
siege de Badajoz, ct cela sans perte de terns. 

* Vous saVez ce qu’il faut faire si on se met entre nous deux 
en passant le Tage a Villa Velha, ou au dessous de la jonction 
de la petite riviere le Sever avec le Tage. Si vous trouvez 
qu’on passe le Tage au dessus du Sever, c’est tres important 
de s’assurer de la possession de Campo Mayor, dinsi ayez soin 
d’y mettre une bonne garnison; et en tout cas, je vous en 
prie, une bonne garnison et un gouverneur sur lequcl vous 
tpouvez vous tier Badifjoz. 

‘ Je vous envoie la copie d’unfe lettre de Cox, la capitulation 
d’Almpida, et la copie d’une lettre que j’ai ecfite la dessus au 
Goiwernement Anglais. 

:> ‘ Agr6ez, &c. 

‘ Le Marquis de la Romanri. ^Wellington. 
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‘ 11 ya un petit poste sur la frontier?, qu’on appele 
Ouguela, qui serait tres important pour tous nos mouvemens 
pour relever Badajoz. Je vousprie dan-anger avec le General 
Leite pour son, occupation, ou qu’il soit completement 
detruit. 

‘ Je vais vous dire pourquoi je crois que l’ennemi va faire 
le siege de Badajoz. Quand Itegnier a march6 de Sabugal, 
sa route pour nous tourner par Villa Velha etait par Fena- 
macor, Idanha Velha, Idanha Nova, &c., et protege par les 
montagnes, il pourrait faire cette marche sans risque. Au lieu 
de cela il a passe par Valverdc del Fresno a Moraleja, et son 
artnee s’est rassemblee encore line fois sur i’Elja, une avant 
garde seulement ayant passee par Penamacor et s’etant replacce 
a Penagarcia. Il n’a pas done l intention de faire le mouve- 
ment par Villa Velha; et on va repasser le Tage au dessus 
d’Alcantara pour entrer en Estremadura. Voila mes con- 
jectu'i-cs. Mais il sc peut que l’ennemi ne conn ait pas le pays 
et les routes aussi bien que moi, et qu’il craignait faire sa 
marche par Idan’ha.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir S. Cotton, Bart. 

• My dear Cotton, ‘ ftouveia, fitli September, 1810. 

‘ The enemy appear to be moving to their left, probably for 
the siege of Badajoz. 

‘ I wish that you would strengthen the party upon Guarda, 
and get Cocks to go out to the front towards Sabugal and dis¬ 
cover what they are about: whether they have really moved 
cannon from Almeida by Sabugal; whether it is cannon of a 
heavy calibre; whether the troops of the 6th Ney’s corps have 
moved that way ; and- let me know the number of any regi¬ 
ment that hab marched, and I shall know to what corps it 
belongs. « 

‘ It would be very desirable, if possible, to send somebody 
into the country about Valverde del Fresno,, Cilleros, &c., as 1 
that is the road .by which they are passing. 

' , ‘ Believe me, 8tc. 

* Lieut. General VVklungtok. 

Stir St. Cotton. Rart.' 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington . K.B., to Charles Stuart, Esq. 

< ]VJy dear Sir, ‘ Gouveia, Ctli September, 1810. 

4 I have received your letter of the 3rd, in which you 
omitted to enclose the note to which yours of the 2nd was an 
answer. I have received a very extraordinary letter from the 
Government, to which I have written the answer of which 1 
enclose the copy ; I beg you to send it to England. 

* Believe me, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq: ‘Wellington. 

i 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Charles Stuart, Esq. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘Gouveia, 6th September. 1810. 

‘ You will see all my dispatches to Government of this day 
and yesterday. I think it possible that the French are about 
to attack Badajoz. They are either going upon that operation 
or to turn our right flank. However, if the Marquis de la 
RomanaVill come in in time, they cannot do us much mischief. 

‘ I have written a letter to I)om M. de Forjaz, which ought 
to be published and generally circulated. 1 am told that confi¬ 
dence is flagging, and it is calculated to revive it, without 
pledging me to any thing positive. 

* Believe me, &c. 

‘C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Bom Miguel de Forjaz. 

4 Most illustrious Sir, ‘ Gouveia, 6tli September, 1810. 

4 1 have received your letter of the 1st of this month, in¬ 
forming me that you had placed before the Governors of 
this kingdom my dispatch of the 27th August, announcing the 
melancholy and unexpected news of the loss of Almeida; and 
that the Government had learned with sorrow that an accident, 
unforeseen, had prevented my moving to succour the place; 
hoping at the same time that the depression of the people, 
caused by such an events will soon vanish, by the quick and 
great successes which they expect from the efforts of the army. 

4 1 have already made, known to the Government of the 
kingdom that the fall of Almeida was unexpected bv me, and 
that I deplored its los^ and that of my hopes, considering it 
likely to depress and afflict the people of this kingdom. 
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'It was by no means my intention, however, in that letter, 
to state whether it had or had not been my intention to have 
succoured the place; and I now request the permission of the 
Governors of the^ kingdom to say that, much as I wish to 
remove the impression which this misfortune has justly made 
on the public, I do not propose to alter the system and plan of 
operations which have been determined, after the most serious 
deliberation, as most adequate to further the general cause of 
the allies, and, consequently, of Portugal. ( 

‘ I request the Government to believe that I am not insen¬ 
sible of the value of their confidence, as well as of that of the 
public; as also that I am highly interested in removing the 
anxiety of the public upon the late misfortune; but I should 
forget my duty to my Sovereign, to the Prince Regent, and to 
the cause in general, if I should permit public clamor or panic 
to induce me to change, in the smallest degree, the system and 
plan of operations which I have adopted, after mature consi¬ 
deration, and which daily experience shows to be the only one 
likely to produce a good end. 

4 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Dorn M. de Forjaz.’ ‘ Wklungton. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, KlB., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

' My Lord, 4 Gouveia, 6th September, 1810. 

‘ I enclose the estimate'of the expenses of the army, and of 
the means of defraying them to the 24th instant. 

4 I also enclose the state of the army on the 1st instant, and 
the last return which I have received of the sick. There have 
been more sick lately than there had been before; but the 
cases are very slight anil the nyen soon recover. 

4 I have the honor to be, &c. 

4 The Earl of Liverpool.' 4 Wkixingto:;. 

I 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

t 

‘ My Lord, * Gouveia, 6th September, 1810. 

4 The 2nd corps, under General Regnier, which had been at 
Zarza la Mayor during the siege of Almeida, broke up from 
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thence on the 28th, and marched to Sabugal and Alfayates, 
where they arrived on the 29th; and the whole of the three 
corps, composing what is called the Army of Portugal, -./ere 
thus collected in front of this part of the allied army. 

‘ The enemy attacked our piquets at Freixedas on Sunday, 
the 2nd instant, in some strength, and afterwards withdrew to 
Vendada, in consequence of which, and from the reports of the 
prisoners and deserters, expecting that the enemy’s whole army 
would move forward on the following Jay, I withdrew the 
infantry of the army one march into the valley of the Mon- 
dego on the 3rd, still keeping the cavalry in the plain in front 
of Celorico, and a small post of observation on Guarda. 

‘ It appears, however, that the 2nd corps moved to its left 
from Alfayates and Sabugal, one column by Valverde, the 
other by Penamacor, on Saturday and Sunday ; and it is even 
reported that a part of the 6th corps has marched in that 
direction likewise; and the enemy were again collecting in 
force about Salvaterra and Zarza la Mayor, when I heard 
from General Hill on the night of the 4th instant. 

‘ No movement has been made in front of this part of the 
army since Sunday, and the enemy’s outposts continue at 
Vendada. 

‘ I have received a report, which, however, wants confirma¬ 
tion, that the enemy have moved between forty and fifty pieces 
of cannon from Almeida, likewise upon Sabugal. 

‘ No movement of importance has Jbeen made in the north 
since I had last the honor of addressing your Lordship. 

‘ I imagine that the French troops in the Asturias have been 
in some degree pressed, as General Serras has moved towards 
Leon. 

'In the south. General Lacy landed on the 23rd August 
at Morla, and attacked the Due d’Aremberg’s position at 
Moguer on the 24th, he having been posted there with some 
troops belonging to the 5th corps, in order to cover the 
blockade of Cadiz on that»side. 

* It wa ® intended that General Copons should co-operate 
with this attack from Castillcjos. The^Duc,* however, made 
good, his retreat through Niebla on the morning of the 25th, 
before General Copons arrived there, and he retired upon San 
Lucar la Mayor, within four leagues of Seville,- with the loss, 

VOL. vi. 2c. 
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in his engagement with General Lacy, of about 200 men, 
killed, wounded, and prisoners. 

“General Lacy embarked again on the 26th; and General 
Copons has been obliged to retire upon Castillejos and towards 
the Guadiana, as the Due d’Aremberg had been reinforced 
from Seville. 

‘ These occurrences in Andalusia had obliged the division of 
the 5th corps, which was in Estremadura, to fall back in the 
Sierra; and the Mttrquis de la Romana h/id moved forward 
to Zafra, in order to prevent this divisioii from falling upon 
Copons. By a letter, however, which I have received from 
him of the 1st instant, he assures me of his intention to collect 
his troops upon the Guadiana immediately, in order that he 
may be in readiness to co-operate more immediately with me. 

‘My last accounts from Cadiz are of the 16th August. 
The 79th, and 2nd battalion 88th, and one squadron of the 
18th light dragoons, have arrived in the Tagus from thence. 

• I have the honor to be, &c. 

• The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ W Ellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to Vice Admiral the 
Right Hon. G. Ijerkeley. 

‘ Sir, r ‘ Gouveia, 7th September, 1810. 

1 1 beg leave to enclose copies of letters, reporting the neglect 
and want of cleanliness on board the cavalry transports, which 
brought the 13th dragoons from Cadiz. 

‘ I shall be much obliged if you will repeat your orders upon 
this subject. 

' l have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ‘ Wellington, 

the Hon. &. Berkeley.' 

3 t 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to .Marshal Beresford. 

% 

‘ My dear Bijresi-ord, ' ‘ Gouveia, 7th September, 1810. 

‘ I enclose some letters from Cox. The money sent,him was 
intended for Portuguese as well as English officers, but he 
appears not to have had the Portuguese officers with him, and 
therefore they have got none. 
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‘ If you will let me know the names of those who hav 
remained true to the cause, I will send them some money. 

‘ Believe me, &e. 

* Marshal Beres/ord: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to lAeut. Gener 
Sir Stapleton Cotton , Ba-t. 

‘ My weak Cotton, ‘ Gouveh, 7tli September, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of this morning. I recommend 
to you to keep an officer with a good glass always upon the 
highest part of the hill above Manual do Chad, from whence 
he will command a view of the whole country. Cocks will be 
well off. Put a few men at Linhares, to communicate with 
those at Prados. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Lt. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart: ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B , to C. Stuart, Esq. 

* My dear Sir, ‘ Gouveia, 7th September, 1810. 

‘ As you have not transmitted the note of the Government, 
to which yours of the 2nd was an answer, 1 am probably 
not very well able to judge of its contents; but in order to put 
an end at once to these miserable intrigues, I beg that you will 
inform the Government that I will i*ot stay in the country, 
and that I shall advise the King’s Government to withdraw the 
assistance which his Majesty affords them, if they interfere in 
any manner with the appointments of Marshal Beresford’s 
staff, for which he is responsible; or with the operations of the 
army, or with any of the points which, under the original 
arrangement with Marshal Beresford, were referrad exclusively 
to his c management. 

‘ I propose also, to report to his Majesty’s Government, and 
. efer to their con^dejatidh, what steps ought to be taken if the 
Portuguese Government refuse, or delay to adopt the civil and 
political arrangements recommended by pje, arid corresponding 
with ‘the military operations which I am carrying on. The 
preparatory measures for»the destruction of, or rather render¬ 
ing useless the mills, were suggested by mo long ago; and 

2 v 2 
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Marshal Beresford did not write to Government upon them, 
till I had reminded him a second time of my wishes upon the 
subject. I now beg leave to recommend that these prepara¬ 
tory measures may be adopted, not only in the country 
between the Tagus and the Mondego, north of Torres 
Vedras, as originally proposed, but that they shall be forthwith 
adopted in all parts of Portugal; and that the magistrates and 
others may be directed to render useless the mills, upon re¬ 
ceiving orders to dtf'so from the military officers. 

‘ I have already adopted this measure jvith success in this 
part of the country, and it must be adopted in others, in which 
it is probable that the enemy may endeavor to penetrate; 
and it must be obvious to any person who will reflect upon the 
subject, that it is only consistent with all the other measures 
which for the last twelve months I have recommended to the 
Government, to impede and render difficult, and, if possible, to 
prevent the advance into and establishment of the enemy’s 
forces in this country. 

4 But it appears that the Government have lately discovered 
that we are all wrong; they have become impatient for the 
defeat of the enemy, and, in imitation of the Central Junta, 
call out for a battle and early success. If I had had the 
power, I would have prevented the Spanish armies from at¬ 
tending to this call, and the' cause would now have been 
safe; but now, having the power in my hands, I will not 
lose the only chance which remains of saving the cause, by 
paying the smallest attention to the senseless suggestions of 
the Portuguese Government. 

‘ I acknowledge that I ant much hurt at this change of con¬ 
duct in the Regency, and as I must attribute it to the 
persons recently introducedinto the Government, it affords 
additional reason with me for disapproving of their nomina¬ 
tion, and I shall write*upon the subject to the prince Regent, 
if I should hear any more of this conduct. . 

‘ I leave it to you to communicate the wljole or any part 6. 
this letter to the Regency. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Wellington. 


4 C. Stuqrt, Esq.' 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Honorable 
Henry Wellesley. 

• My deau Hicnrv, ‘ Gouveia, Tth September, 1810. 

* I have no news for you that is not contained in my letters 
to the Secretary of State, of which I enclose copies. 

‘ It appears that the enemy’s plan is to attack Badajoz 
next, where I shall have more advantage in opposing him than 
I have had yet. 

* Seventeen officers and 500 men of the 24th Portuguese 
regiment have already deserted from the French, and have 
come in at one place; and others have come in to Brnganza. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 

• The Right Hon. H. Wellesley .’ * Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

• My Lord, ‘ Gouveia, 7th September, 1810. 

‘ I enclose a letter which has been received by the Commis¬ 
sary General of this army, upon which I have only to observe 
that if it is the desire of his Majesty’s Government to carry on 
extensive military operations, they must leave some power of 
reward for zeal, intelligence, activity, and ability in the power 
of those who are to stimulate their inferiors to exertion: and 
that if the system proposed in tha enclosed letter is to be 
adopted, it would be better at once that the heads of depart¬ 
ments in England should take upon themselves the detailed 
management of concerns here, and should make themselves 
responsible for them. 

‘ While writing upon this subject, I cannot avoid drawing 
your Lordship’s attention to the mode of promftting, not only 
compiissaries 4 but the officers of the army, and those attached 
to all the departments. 

4 With the latest coitcern to manage that has lately been 
entrusted to any officer in the British army, and with the 
heaviest responsibility that ever was placed Spoil any, I have 
not-the power.of promoting a man of any rank or <jf any de¬ 
scription ; -and the'triaUwill^ certainly have been made in my 
case, whether with suscess or not still remains to be ascer- 
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tained, with how small a proportion of the power of reward an 
officer in command of an army can carry on the service. 

‘ A £ the same time I assure your Lordship that I have no 
desire to possess the power of promoting officers of the Com¬ 
missariat, which it is the design of the enclosed letter to retain 
in the hands of the Commissary in Chief, or that of pro¬ 
moting. officers in the army. I am not acquainted even with 
their names or their persons, excepting in the service; and 
excepting to reward, their services, or to stimulate their exer¬ 
tions, it must be a matter of indifference to me whether they 
are promoted or not. * 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

• The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to R. Kennedy, Esq., 
Commissary General. 

* My dear Sir, ‘ Gouveia, 8th September, 1810. 

‘ I enclose another complaint respecting the boats upon the 

Mondcgo. 1 desire that Mr.-may send me without loss 

of time the register of the number of boats received, and of the 
number delivered for the use of the Portuguese Commissariat 
for ten days preceding the 3rd instant. If my orders have 
been disobeyed, I shall bring Mr. —— to a Court Martial. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ R. Kennedy, Esq., ‘ AV ELLINGTON. 

Commissary General.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Hon. 

A. Cochrane Johnstone. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Gouveia, 8th September, 1810. 

‘ I received only yesterday vour letter of the 30th August, 
and 1st September. The army is well supplied with cattle, 
but I will refer tbe suggestion, contained in the latter, to the 
consideration of the Commissary General. 

‘ I am obliged to you for the suggestion contained in th^ 
former, upon which subject I have repeatedly written to the 
Marquis de la Romana: and I hope that by this time he will 
have made a disposition of his army by which his cbmihunica¬ 
tion with us will be more certain. , 

‘ 1 have tho hohor to be, fyh. 

‘ The Hon. 4. Cocfirune Johnstone.' ^Ellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General 
the Hon. G. L. Cole. 

‘ My DEAR General, ‘ Gouveia, 8th September, 1810. 

‘ The man named Leitao, who prepared and gave provisions 
to the French at Penamacor, is now at Marshal Beresford’s 
quarters, and I shall be very much obliged to you if you will 
desire Captain Grant to go over there and state to the Com¬ 
mission what he knows of him. 

‘ Believe me. Sec. 

• Major General ‘ We l lington. 

the Hon. G. L. Cole.' 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.R., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Gouveia, stli September^lSlO. 

‘ 1 have received your two letters of the 6th. The enemy 
appear to be moving to their left, and I understand have some 
cannon at St. Martin de Trebejo, which is heavy: but 1 can¬ 
not get positive intelligence of this fact. 

‘ 1 beg that you will tell Colonel Le Cor, in answer to his 
letter, that if the people of the country are in earnest in their 
desire to defend themselves, and to be saved from the French, 
the proclamations of the Marquis ci’Alorna, which contain no¬ 
thing but sophistical nonsense, can have no effect upon them. 
I Have no doubt that they are inclined to defend themselves, 
and that the country will yet be saved; but it is necessary that 
every person should do his duty, and that no encouragement 
should be given to the notions propagated by Alorna and other 
traitors, whose only object is to facilitate the entry of the 
country to the French. And yet it is'extraordinary that any 
man in his senses should act this part, which is* after all, only 
that of the jackal; but the French' would certainly not be 
satisfied even with the lion’s share of the plunder, but would 
take all. 

4 The conduct of the Marquis d’Alorna can be accounted 
for only oy imputing to" him extreme folly and inordinate 
vanity and ambition. I am convinced that nothing is to be 
hoped for in a negotSitio» with such a man; but if any 
thing could be hoped for, I have no right to*afithgrize Colonel 
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Le Cor to enter upon it; and I cannot allow of his having any 
communication with any body in the enemy’s army. 

. ‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut. General Hill: * Wellington. 


Lieut., General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Beresford. 

*■ 

‘ Mv dear Beresford, * Gouveia, 8th September, 1810. 

‘ Upon considering the subject which you' mentioned to me 
last night, I do not think it so important asut appeared to me 
upon first hearing it. The remedy which we agreed upon 
will answer some purpose, and I have it in my power to make 
some arrangements immediately, and others hereafter, which 
will effectually prevent all mischief of the description supposed 
in that quarter. 

‘ I, beg you, however, not to mention the subject to any 
body. The croaking which already prevails in the army, and 
particularly about head quarters, is disgraceful to us as a 
nation, and does infinite mischief to the cause; and it would 
become much worse if this story were known. 

‘ In respect to Principal Souza, I shall have time to 
consider what shall be done with hjm between this and next 
Thursday. I can certainly get rid of him, if that is thought 
desirable, and an object worth incurring the unpopularity of 
any interference in the frame of the Government by us. 

1 ‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal Beresford: 1 Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Beresford. 

i 

‘ Mv dear Beresford, 1 ‘ Gouveia, 8th September, 1810. 

‘ I return Silveira’s letter of the 4th. He gets the report 
n his letter of the 5th from Echevarria, who writes to the 
same purport on the 3rd, to O’Lalor.. But I enclose a letter, 
of the 2nd from Salamanca, which positively contradicts the 
account of the arrival of the reinforcement at Toro, and states 
that all the troops are gone into Navarre. 

‘ I likewise enclose a letter from. Ilumany which ftates, that 
on the 28th, the reinforcement had not arrived at Valladolid ; 
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could it be in Toro on the 1st? I shall write to Masseua about 
the ordenanza. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Marshal BeresfonV £ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Colonel Peacoche. 

* Sir, ‘ Gouveia, 9th September, 1810. 

‘ I beg that two companies of the 2nd battalion 88tfi regi¬ 
ment may be posted at St. Julian, to take charge of the new 
works there, and of that fort, with sucli a detachment of the 
Koval Artillery as»can be spared from the duties at Lisbon. 

‘ You will give directions to the officer who will command 
at St. J ulian, to attend to the orders heretofore given respect¬ 
ing the works, and to allow no person whatever to go into 
or to inspect them, excepting the officers of the engineers or 
artillery, and persons employed under their directions, or per¬ 
sons having orders in writing from Marshal Beresford of me, 
to be admitted to view them. 

‘ I request that the fort at Pa§o d’Arcos may be occupied 
by the troops from St. Julian, by an officer's guard of twenty 
men. 

* I beg you to arrange with the Portuguese Secretary of 
State, by the permission of the King’s Minister at Lisbon, to 
carry these orders into execution, and you will give the direc¬ 
tions which may be necessary for cleaning out the barracks, &c. 
The post at St. Julian is still to continue under your orders. 

‘ I have thelionor to be, &c. 

* Colonel Peqeocke.' ‘Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Colonel Pavetti* 

‘ Monsieur, ‘ Au Quartier General, ce 9 Scptembrc, 1810. 

‘ J’ai ret’u la lettre que vous m’avcz adresse de Thomar, 
et j’envoie vos lettres aux avant postes de l’annee Fran§aise. 

‘ Votre domestique a passe ici il y a trois jours avee vos 
effets; et comine je n’ai requ aucune proposition de la part 
du Commandant en Chef de 1’Annee Fran chaise pour vous 
echanger, je vous prie de vous preparer a pprtir par la pre¬ 
miere occasion. 

J’ai l’honncur d’etre, &c. 

4 Au Colonel Pavetti.' ‘ W ellington. 

* Commanding the gend .rmes of the French army : fie tvus taken prisoner at 

Nava d’Aver '^y fte Portuguese ordenanza. * 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Commander in Chief 
of the French Army, Marechal Massena, Prince dEssling. 

f 

‘ Au Quartier General de l’Armee Anglaise, 
‘ Monsieur le Marechal, ce 9 Septembre, 1810. 

‘ II m’a fait la plus grande peine d’apprendre que vous avez 
donne des ordres* 4 l’armee Fran 9 aise de ne pas faire de 
prisonniers parmi l’ordenanza Portugaise, et que les troupes 
Franchises obeissent ( a cet ordre, et fusillent tous ceux de ce 
corps quileur tombent dans les mains. 

* II faut que je vous fasse savoir que Icout Portugais est 
oblige par les anciennes lois du pays de servir dans les troupes 
de ligne, ou dans la milice, ou dans l’ordenanza; et que les 
troupes des trois descriptions sont egalement soumises aux lois 
militaires, et sont sous les ordres des officiers Generaux Portu¬ 
gais. La preuve en est, que malgrfe que l’ordenanza a souf- 
fert et se plaint des ordres que vous avcz dopnees, et de la vio¬ 
lation des usages de la guerre en leurs personnes, ils obeissent 
aux ordres qui leur ont etc donnfes; et ont preserve la 
vie, et ont bien traite tous les prisonniers qui leur ont tombfe 
dans les mains. Monsieur le Colonel Pavetti, dans le sort 
duquel vous vous fetes interesse, a fete fait prisonnier par cette 
mfeme description de troupes, et il en a fetfe bien traite, aussi 
bien que son escorte. 

‘ Comme l’ordenanza fait done partie de 1’armfee Portugaise, 
comme elle est egalement sujette aux lois militaires; et comme 
elle agit d’une maniere loyale envers les prisonniers de l’armfee 
Franqaise qui lui tombe dans les mains, je vous pri.e de donner 
ordre que les officiers et soldats do l’ordenanz?., faits prisonniers, 
jouissent egalement avec les autres soldats de l’armfee Portu¬ 
gaise, des droits et usages de la guerre. 

• Depuis que j’ai commands les troupes dans ce pays ci, j’ai 
fait tout en inon pouvoir, et j’ai reussi a faire faire la guerre 
d’une manifere loyale; et j’ai fait respecter les Usages d‘e la 
guerre fetalilis et reconnus parmi lqs nations civilisees qui 
avaient fete oublifes. Mais si. l’armee Frantaise continue a 
faire fusilier les' prisonniers qu’on fera de l’ordenanza, on ne 
peut pas s attendre que les soldats de ce corps, aussi bien que 
les autres’soldats de 1’armee Portugaise, ne.retcrfquent pas sur 
les prisonniers qu’ils feront de l’a/mfee Franchise line sera 
plus en mop pouvoir de les proteger; et les orrlrep que vous 
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avez donnas seront la cause des malheurs que souffriront les 
soldats de I’arinee Franijaise, qui tombent dans les mains des 
troupes Portugaises. 

‘ J’ai l’honneur d’etre, &c. 

•d Son Excellence ‘ Wellington. 

le Commandant m Chef.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Correspondent at 
Salamanca. 

• < g, R> ‘ Gouv ;ia, 9th September, 1810. 

‘ I have receive^ your letter of the 2nd instant, for which I 
am much obliged to you. 

'We have had no news lately, but I shall write to you when 
there is any. Every thing is going on well, and I hope that in 
the end we must succeed. 

‘ I approve highly of the plan of general communication 
which you have mentioned. Let me know how I can aid you in 
it; and if yon want money, how much, and how it can be sent ? 

' I have not got the paper which contained the letters; but 
I saw it. It is certainly a matter of no importance, although I 
considered it proper to inform you of it. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Correspondent 4 Wellington. 

at Salamanca.' 

Lieut. General Viscount, Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘Gouveia, 9th September, 1810. 

* There is some suspicion at Lisbon, whether with ground or 

not I cannot tell, of the Viscondc de-, who is an officer 

of the —th regiment of cavalry, with Fane. Some letters will 
be sent by him to his wife, by a servant who left Lisbon on 
the 5th instant, and it is desirable to endeavor to get hold of 
these letters. Communicate with Fane upon tips subject. 

‘ The first thing to do is to endeavor to discover whether 
such a servant has been sent, or rather has reached the 
Viscondi; the next to observe him, and to seize him when lie 
leaves him, andTorward his papers to me by post, and himself 
afterwards, under pretence that he is a spy. # 

‘ If possible, employ no Portuguese in tnis business, and do not 
create any suspicion of^ the Visconde, for I believe* that, after 
all, there is nothing in the story. 

If you cannot discover the servant, and seize'hiin, without 
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bringing some Portuguese into the plan, or suspicion upon the 
young man, leave it alone, as I can have the servant stopped 
near‘Lisbon. 

‘ There is nothing new here. Watch Regnier’s movements 
well, particularly if he goes across the Tagus. 

* Believe me, &c. 

• Lieut < General Hill. ’ ‘ Wellington. 

k 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral the 
Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ Mr hear Sir, ‘ Gouvcia,*9tliSeptember, 1810. 

‘ I received last night your letter of the 5th. I do not 
recollect to have had the advantage of serving with the navy 
on shore, but there are several officers in this army who have, 
among others the Commissary General; and they all declare 
that they do not recollect an instance of the officers and seamen 
and marines having any additional allowance, either of pro¬ 
visions or pay, upon such service, excepting bSt and forage for 
the officers, or the allowance of Brigadier Generals for the 
Captains, where officers of that rank were employed, of suffi¬ 
cient standing, and in command of brigades of seamen. 

‘ It is certainly a great disadvantage to us to be deprived of 
the assistance which it is now, and will be, I hope, more, in your 
power to give us in various ways but, without orders from the 
Secretary of State, I cannot make any alteration in the allow¬ 
ances of pay or provisions, or establish a precedent which 
might be-attended by such important consequences. I propose, 
however, to refer your letter to the Secretary of State, by the 
next packet. In the mean time I have Requested Colonel 
Fletcher to desire the Engineer in charge of our works to adopt 
measures to take charge of our signal stations; and if you 
should withdraw the officers and men of the navy from them, 
I request you to desire the Lieutenant to communicate, on his 
quitting them, with the Engineer. 

‘ Believe me, &c.' 

• Vice Admiral “Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Charles Stuart, Esq. 

‘ My DEAtt Sir, ‘Gopveia,.9th September, 1810. 

‘ Beresford has communicated lo me t your letter of the 5th, 
and as the V'isconde-is in Hill’s corps, 1 bkvc written to 
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Hill to endeavor to have the servant stopped, if he can do so 
without involving himself, or bringing unfounded suspicion on 
the Visconde. But, as he may not be able to do so, I recom¬ 
mend that, as the servant must be known by the police at 
Lisbon, they should stop him as a spy and seize his papers, as 
he shall approach Lisbon. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• c. smart, Esq.' ‘ W. k lungton. 

l.imt. General Viscount Wellington, K.B.,to Charles Stuart, Esq. 
t JVir dear Sir, ‘ Gouveia, 9th September, 1810. 

‘ Marshal Beresford has stated to me a circumstance which ap¬ 
pears to deserve some attention, upon which I am now about to 
trouble you. It appears that there was a fire at Lisbon nearly 
about the time that the accounts were received of the fall of 
Almeida, and that the two regiments of militia of the town of 
Lisbon were employed upon the occasion. Either durifig the 
continuance of the fire, or after it, both officers and soldiers 
went into the neighbouring coffee houses to refresh themselves, 
and the general conversation among them turned upon the fall 
of Almeida, upon Massena’s and Alorna’s proclamations, and 
the probability that the English would embark; and the general 
notion appeared to be that it would be proper for these two 
battalions to take possession of as Torres ,* and prevent the 
English from carrying their intention into execution. 

These battalions were destine^ to garrison Setuval and 
Palmcla; but, as their disposition appears to be warlike, I have 
ordered thfcm up to the army, and I shall send into these gar¬ 
risons other battalions not quite so well disposed to war. I 
have, besides, given directions that Colonel Peacocke will occupy 
the only Torres* which can be of any importance to us; and I 
hope soon to have it in my power to secure the command of 
all the con?munications with Lisbon, in such a manner as to 
set at defiance these patriotic citizens. In the meau time, 
however, the Jemper r>f mind of Lisbon becomes a subject 
of importance; and, as the French appear;inclined to afford 
us leisure to adopt any arrangements jge may think proper on 
any subject, I think we cannot employ our time better than in 
accustom’ng these gentry to the discipline, to which^t is obvious 
they must submit as soon as matters become at all critical. 
What 1 sHbnld propose, therefore, is that thfe Government 

The forts. 
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should now carry into execution the plan of police which I 
proposed to them some time ago. If they consent to adopt 
it, it'may be adopted, if they choose it, on a suggestion which 
I shall make to them; but they ought to publish a proclama¬ 
tion, directing that all the coffee houses should be shut up at 
sun set; that the patroles which are organized should go every 
hour, dsty and night; that all disorderly assemblages of people 
should be immediately dispersed, &c. 

‘ These measures will accustom the mob. of Lisbon to the 
discipline they must undergo, and will keep, matters quiet at 
the critical moment. I can only declare this,—that if I find the 
Government hesitating upon this subject, and alarmed by the 
mob of Lisbon, and inclined to allow them to go to the lengths in 
which they will be really formidable, I shall forthwith embark 
the army, whatever may be the prospects of final success in 
our military operations. In taking this step, I shall literally 
obey ‘the instructions which l have received *, and the Portu¬ 
guese nation will have the satisfaction of losing itself, and the 
Peninsula, notwithstanding the best prospects of salvation, by 
the folly of the people and the pusillanimity of the Government. 

‘ I shall be obliged to you if you will confer upon this sub¬ 
ject with the Government, and communicate to them my ideas 
as above stated. 

‘ I shall be very much obliged to you if you will let me 
know what progress has been made in the organization of the 
shipping concerns, and the arrangements for embarkation, 
what quantity of forage they will have disposable, &c., &c., as 
we may as well take advantage of the present calm to settle 
all that matter conclusively. 

‘ I must say that 1 attribute much of the existing agitation 
in Lisbon to the conduct of the Government, and particularly 
of the new members of it; not"' from evil inclination and de¬ 
sign, but from what is, worse, probably, in men in public 
situations in these times—bad heads. If these foolish fellows 
cannot be kept in order, we must get*rid of jhem ; and one 
mode of doing sq is, that I shall insist upon Souza’s being 
sent away; and Ik; might go upon an embassy to Englapd to 
ask for money, or any thing else that might be suggested; and 
once there,' we might keep him there, r However, it, would be 
preferable, first,.-to try the effect* of your presence in the 
Governmept.' 
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f Pray write to Lord Wellesley, and beg him not to allow 
the English de Souza to talk to him upon the affairs of Portu¬ 
gal, with which he has nothing to do. , 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Kart. 

‘ Mv dear Cotton, ‘ Gouveia 10th Sept., 1810, 4 a.m. 

' 1 received yoiy- letter at one, and I have delayed till now 
to answer it, in hopes that I should have received something * 
further from you. 

‘ If the enemy continues upon Guarda, you cannot keep 
your piquets so far forward as they are now. You must keep 
a post of observation at Prados; and the most advanced vedette 
in the daytime should be on the hill above Marqal do Chao; 
the hussars in Lagiosa, or in the open ground in frdht of 
Celorico; every thing else on this side of Celorico, or in that 
town. Put something in Linhares to keep up the communi¬ 
cation by that road with the post at Prados, and something by 
the Val das Aras for the same purpose by the other. 

‘ I think it most probable that this advance upon Guarda 
is a strong reconnaissance, particularly if the enemy do not 
advance upon your front this- morning. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Li. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, llart: ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B-, to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

‘ Mv dear Cotton, ‘Gouveia, 10th September, 1810 . 

• Having received no further intelligence from you or Cocks 
since last night, 1 conclude that the detachment seen from 
Guarda was not of the size stated by the dragoon; and that 
they did not even go to Guarda, and were only a reconnoitring 
party. 

‘ It is not improbable, however, that, as. they have been 
reconnoitring the roads towards Guarda for some days past, 
they will take possession of that town, and they can do it 
when they please... , 

‘ A surgeon upon the French staff, who wag attached to the 
6&th regime*, has been taken prisoner, and just "now brought 
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in here. He was wilh the 66th on Thursday or Friday night, 
when they were moving towards Guarda to reconnoitre it. He 
lost jhis way, and was taken prisoner by the peasantry. He 
says that on this day or to-morrow, the head quarters were to 
be moved from Fort Conception to Pinhel. His other reports 
refer to matters foreign from the plan of operations in Portugal. 

‘ Whether Guarda was taken possession of or not yesterday 
evening, I think you will do well to carry into execution the 
movement which you^proposed yesterday with the Royals and 
the 14th light dragoons, to which Murray signified my consent 
yesterday evening. * 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Lt. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart.’ ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

* My’dear Cotton, ‘ Gouveia, 10th September, 1810,,2 p.m. 

‘ I have just received your letter of 10 a.m. I enclose one 
which I have received from Cocks. Both accounts appear to 
agree pretty well. If the enemy advance in concert, 1 think 
that they will take possession of Guarda with a stronger force. 
I conclude that Cocks will have returned to Guarda. You 
will observe that he retired by the road to Manteigas, to which 
I see no objection when he shall fetire again. But if he does 
so, there should be likewise a post on Prados, to observe the 
enemy, and also one at j^.inhares, otherwise they would be on 
the great road before you would know it. 

‘The road from Guarda to Manteigas is by' Misarelha, 
Famalicao, Valhelhas, and Sameiro. From’ Misarelha there 
is a road by Vide Monte to Prados and Linhares. From 
Famalicao there is a soad to Mello, but a bad one. From 
Manteigas there is a road to this place, to Cea, and to every 
other place in this valley,. 

‘ Desire Cocks to have the road from Guarda to Manteigas 
examined, and let me know what kind"of one jt is. 

, ‘ Believe me, &c. 

Lt. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart. • 'Wellington. 

‘ The people of Covilhab have lodged „theLt property in 
Manteigas, but I fancy that nothing can keep the qpemy out of 
that place. 
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‘ Send Cocks this letter, or a copy of it, as an answer to his, 
and tell him I shall keep his two men here to give them pro¬ 
visions, and send them to him early in the morning.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Beresfaril. 

‘ My dear Beresford, ‘ Gouvcia, 1 Oth September, 1810. 

‘ Cocks sent a dragoon with a message to Cotton yesterday 
evening, at half past five, to inform him that a column, con¬ 
sisting of 3000 cavalry and 5000 infant)y, were just entering 
Guarda. The dragoon arrived here at one in the morning; 
hut I have as yet heard no more of this column. The tele¬ 
graph, however, tells me that Cotton is at Celorico. 

* A surgeon taken prisoner, on Thursday or Friday night, 
says that Massena’s head quarters were to be moved this day, 
or to-morrow, to Pinhel. lie was going with the (Kith regi¬ 
ment to reconnoitre Guarda, when he lost his way, and was 
taken by the peasants. 

‘ When you talk of the survey of the ordnance and stores in 
the forts of the Alcntejo, do you mean Setuval and Falmela, 
or Elvas and La Lippe? Because I fear that Leite will be a 
little jealous of interference in the latter. 

‘Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal Beresford.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Beresford. 

‘ My dear Beresford, ‘ Gauveia, nth September, 1810. 

‘ I enclose you Forja/.’s letLer respecting Captain Fain. 
Will you order him to Lisbon ? I find that Mr. Sodre is a 
suspected person, as well as Lemos and Mozinho. 

* Let me know when you wish that 1 should send the orders 
for to go to Elvas. 

‘ Believe me, &c. . 

‘ Marshal Beresford: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

* My dear Sir, , ‘ Gouveia, 11$ September, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 8th, which has induced 
me to suspend the execution of an intention which I had 
formed of writing to the Government on tjip 3rd article of 
their Noti'iof respecting the officers of the army who have 

vok. \i. v 2 d‘ 
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entered the service of the enemy. The arrangements under 
this article are directly contrary to those which Beresford and 
1 had settled and agreed to recommend, and which I recom¬ 
mended in my letter to the Government of the 5th, and which 
Beresford has, I believe, announced in General Orders to the 
army. However, as I understand from your letter that you 
approved of this Noticia, as well as of the Proclamation, &c. 

I shall defer noticing the subject to the Government. 

‘ I do not recollect a circumstance which made such an 
impression on the British army, and upon the English officers 
serving with the Portuguese army, as the account of the con¬ 
duct of the officers of the 24th regiment; and after full con¬ 
sideration, the measure which 1 recommended, and the distinct 
statement of the principle on which it was recommended, 
appeared the only means of reconciling the minds of the 
officers of the British army to what had occurred, and to fur¬ 
ther'service with the Portuguese; at, the «ame time that it 
held out a standard of sentiment and principle for the officers 
of the Portuguese service on similar occasions. I wished 
to avail myself of this opportunity of showing them what the 
principles of men of honor, and the sentiments of officers and 
gentlemen, ought to induce them to do on similar occasions. 

I am sorry to say that this object i's defeated by the publica¬ 
tion of the notice of the Government; and it would have been 
accomplished, if the Government would have waited for the 
official communication of ,the circumstances in which they have 
decided, as 1 am convinced that you would have seen at once 
my object in the measure which I recommended', and would 
have supported it with all your influence. 

‘ As it is now the arrangement, it must be left to take its 
course. 

‘ While writing upon this subject, I should wish to draw 
your attention to the inconvenience resulting from the pre¬ 
cipitation of tlie Government, as well as from the practice, 
notwithstanding what I before wrote- to them, of publishing, 
Marshal Beresford’s accounts; as well as mine, of the same 
transactions. 'J*here„is no person- who deprecate mystery 
more than I do; and it is impossible for two people to under¬ 
stand each other better than, Beresford and J. , He is two 
miles from this, and I see him every d§y; and I‘believe that 
we take, pretty nearly the same view of oxetj transaction 
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But a different mode of expression, a difference in the degree 
of importance assigned to any transaction, the details of which 
are related by different individuals, who probably have taken 
the same view, make a material difference if the eyes of the 
very jealous public, both of the Peninsula and of England, 
who will judge of our actions. 

‘ In a late instance I see that the Portuguese papers have 
observed and canvassed some little difference which they sup¬ 
pose there was between Beresford's reports and mine, which 
observations will certainly be copied into the English news- 
papei s, with all the additional observations which malevolence 
can suggest. I attribute the publication of these reports made 
by Beresford to the feverish state in which the Government 
has been since Principal Souza has become a member of it. 
Beresford very properly makes a daily report of events, but 
it must be observed that the view to be given in these re¬ 
ports cannot be sc accurate as that which is given after* the 
events have been well considered and further inquired into. 

‘ For instance, if I had written to you yesterday, I should 
have told you that the enemy had on Sunday night marched 
a large column upon Guarda. I now know that this was 
merely a reconnaissance, that but few cavalry entered Guarda, 
and that the whole fell back upon Sabugal yesterday, owing 
to their palroles falling in .villi ours. There is no harm 
in Government, being informed of these events as they come to 
our knowledge; but where is the use of keeping the public 
in a state of fever by the publication of them ? But it comes 
to this, if the Portuguese Government publish any report of 
military transactions, excepting mine, I shall make them no 
report; and 1 shall be much obliged to you if you will inti¬ 
mate this to them. They now have the same report that I 
make to my own Government. • 

* It appears that you have had a goojl smart contest with the 
Government respecting our plan of operations. They will end in 
f orcing me to quit them,«md then they will see how they will 
get on. They will then find that I alone keep things in their 
present state. Indeed, the temper of spine «f the officers of 
the British army gives me more concern than the folly of the 
Portuguese Government. I ha\;e always been accdfetomed to 
have the confidence and support of the office^ of the armies 
which I hrve« commanded; but, for the first time, whether 

2 d 2 ’ 
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owing to the opposition in England, or whether the magnitude 
of the concern is too much for their minds and their nerves, or 
whether I am mistaken, and they are right, I cannot tell; but 
there is a system of croaking in the army which is highly 
injurious to the public service, and which I must devise some 
means of putting'an end to, or it will put an end to us. 
Officers have a right to form their own opinions upon events 
and transactions; but Officers of high rank or situation ought 
to keep their opinion*, to themselves: if they.do not approve of 
the system of operations of their commander, they ought to 
withdraw from the army. And this is the point to which I 
must bring some, if I should not find that their own good sense 
prevents them from going on as they have done lately. Believe 
me that if any body else, knowing what 1 do, had commanded 
the army, they would now have been at Lisbon, if notin their 
ships. 

‘ As for advancing into Spain the idea is'ridiculous. I can 
only tell you that of which I am the most apprehensive, is 
that the enemy will raise the blockade of Cadiz. Unless 
Heaven will perform a miracle, and give the Spaniards an 
army, arms, and equipments, we should be ruined by this 
measure, and then the cause is gone. 

‘ Now supposing that 1 am wrong in my plan of operations, 
and the principal officers of the British army still more wrong, 
and Principal Souza and the Bishop right, and that I have it 
in my power to act offensively in Spain, how would it be when 
the French army in Andalusia would be brought against us ? 
would die Spanish force, which a part of that army keeps 
shut up in Cadiz, be equal to the whole of it in the field ? 
Not unless, by a miracle. Heaven would add to their 
numbers! 

i 

* The intelligence from Madrid is very interesting. I ob¬ 
serve, however, that they have omitted a great part of the 
French force in their statement. Regnier’s force is not men¬ 
tioned at all. ' 

‘ I enclose a most interesting dispatch which my brother has 
desired me to send you. Let me have it again. 

, ‘ Believe me, &c. 

" ‘Wellington. 


‘ C. Stuart, Esq.' 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the lion. G. Berkeley. 

( g IRi ‘ Gouvcia, 11th September, 1810. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 6th 
instant; and the detail of the distribution of the transports, 
which it contains, is very satisfactory. f 

‘ As it is always in our power to send transports to Cadiz, 
and not so easy t(t get them back again 1 , I think it would be 
advisable to detain tthe transports which brought the 79th and 
88th regiments. The six empty victuallers and store ships 
might be sent to England. 

‘ I have the honor to be, 8rc. 

• Vice. Admiral ‘ Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir S. Cotton, Bart. 

‘ Ml’ DEAR Cotton, ‘ Moimetita, 12th Soptember,1810. 

* I have received your letter at noon, conveying the intel¬ 
ligence of the enemy advancing upon tiuarda. I am here, 
dining with Beresford. 

‘ You had better carry into execution this evening, or early 
in the morning, the directions contained in my letter written to 
you yesterday morning at four. 

1 Arrange with the officer at Trancoso, that he is to fall 
back by the road before pointed out to you, when your piquets 
shall be obliged to retire from the front of Celorico. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

1 Lieut.General ‘WELLINGTON. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart.'. 

(. 

t Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary, of State. 

* My LoRb, ‘ Goirrtiia, 12*th September, 1810. 

*' I have the honor to enclose a correspondence^ respecting 
the want f of clcanlinesS in 0 tht? cavalry transports which con- 
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veyed the squadron of the 13th Light Dragoons from Cadiz 
to Lisbon, inconsequence of which the horses of that squadron 
have, become very sickly. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

' o 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Gouveia, 12th September, 1810. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your Lordship’s dis¬ 
patch of the 17th August, in which you enclosed one of the 
15th August, addressed to Lieut. General Graham. 

‘ I am not certain, from the perusal of these papers, whether 
it is your Lordship’s intention that, any troops should be sent 
from Cadiz to Portugal besides the 79th and 94th regiments, 
and the squadron of the 13th Light Dragoons; or whether 
it is your Lordship’s intention to leave to General Graham a 
discretion to send more troops to Portugal, if he should find 
that I am pressed by the enemy. I understand that I am not 
to call for more than those already arrived ; but General 
Graham, as well as his Majesty’s Government, is acquainted 
with my opinion, that all the British troops might with safety 
be withdrawn from Cadiz, with the exception of a small de¬ 
tachment, and that the reinforcement of this army is an object 
of importance, if it be washed to maintain the contest in the 
Peninsula. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &e. 

* The Earl of Liverpool.' * Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the 
Marquis de la llornana. 

r. 

‘ a Gouveia, ee 13Sept.embre, 1810. 
‘Mon ciier Mons. i,k Marquis, 

‘ Le General Hill vous aura appris que le corps de Ilegnier 
est encore une fvis venu de ce cote .ci; je ne comprends pas 
pourquoi, a moins que ce ne suit vrai, com me on le dit, qu’qne 
partie du corps de Junot est alle a S/ilamg.nque, a cause des 
insurrections dueote de Valladolid. 
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‘ Jc vous ecris seulement pour vous dire que comme j’avais 
entendu que quelqucs chevaux de la brigade de Madden 
etaient blesses aux dos par les selles, je lui ai fait renvpver 
deux escadrons du r&giment qui est a Elvas, pour les remplacer 
jusqu’a ce que les siens seraient retablis; et je vous prie de 
mettre ees deux escadrons sous les ordres du General Madden 
avec les autres. 

£ Tous les Portugais ont deserte, cxecpte a peu pres 200 
qui n’en out pas eu 1’occasion, et ceux la ont ete envoyes pri- 
sonniers en France. On a abandonne le projet de faire de 
cc corps le cadre d'une Legion Portugaise. 

‘ Je crois que quelques uns dos bataillons que je vous ai dit 
etre a Nantes et stir la Loire, ont joint le corps de Junot. 

‘ Agreez, &c. 

‘ Le. Marquis de la Humana. ‘ WELLINGTON. 

• Je n'ai pas eu de vos nouvelles depuis le l r du mois.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount, Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

* M\ dear Mill, 1 Gouveia, 13tli September, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letters of the l’ltli. A detachment 
which, from your account of the inarch of Regnier’s corps, 
and as it eanie from l’enauiacor, I believe belonged to the 
2nd corps, entered Guarda yesterday, and retired towards the 
Coa again in the evening. I have as yet heard of no move¬ 
ment this day. 

4 Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill: ‘ WEllington. 

Lieut. General Viscount, Wellington, K»B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Gouveia, 13th’September, 1810. 

‘ *T have received your letter of the* 11th. I am very much 
afraid that the Goycrnpient arc going too fast with their sus¬ 
picious. 1 find*they are about to send a number of suspected 
persons \u the Western Islands. Surely t * if there is any- 
ground for suspicion, it is not proper to send them to those 
islands. 1 have sent ^hem Contain Fain, whom they desired 
to have; but I believe thefe was no reason to suspect him. 
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I dismissed him from our Staff' for illness and neglect of duty ; 
but these faults do not constitute treason and disaffection. 

‘ I enclose my dispatch to Government, as well as one for 
the Portuguese Government, which I beg you to keep, unless 
the Government, shall engage to make public the reports they 
receive from me only. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• C. Stuart, Esq.’ * Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.E., to tie Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

1 My Lord, ‘ Gouveia, 13th September, 1810. 

‘ I have the honor to enclose the extract of a letter from 
Lieut. General Hill, in which he has recommended that Mr. 
Ogilvie should be appointed a Deputy Commissary. 

‘ Ejrom a sense of the abilities and services of Mr. Ogilvie, 
I had already appointed him to act as a Deputy Commissary 
till his Majesty’s pleasure should be known ; and I now beg 
to request your Lordship to use your influence with the Com¬ 
missary in Chief in his favor. 

‘ I assure your Lordship that the supply of troops is no 
easy matter in this country ; and that the officers of the Com¬ 
missariat, who really perform their fluty, require encouragement. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool.’ ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Lire? pool. 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Gouveia, 13th September, 1810. 

‘ I have the honor to enclose the copy of a letter which I 
have received from Lieut. General Graham, respecting Colonel 

-. Colonel-has since arrived at Lisbon, and I have 

desired him to remain there for your Lordship’s further instruc¬ 
tions. 

* 1 have already apprised your Lordship of the measures 
which I had adopted to encourage desertion from the enemy’s 
army opposed to me; and I am convinced that, their success 
is limited only by the difficully v«f communicating with the 
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foreign corps, and by that which the soldiers experience in 
getting away. 

‘ From what I know of Colonel-, I do not think.him 

capable of removing or decreasing either the .one or the other. 

* Great suspicion attaches to all foreigners in the Peninsula, 
particularly to those who have been in the enemy's service. 

1 have already been obliged to send Colonel-to England 

once, on account of the suspicions which were entertained of 
him, very much owing to his own misconduct; and 1 should 
send him away agahi immediately, if your Lordship had no) 
been desirous of employing him here. I request, however, 
that the circumstances which I have above stated may be con¬ 
sidered, and that 1 may have your Lordship’s further orders 
respecting this gentleman. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Gouvcia, 13tli September, 1810 

‘ About the period when the accounts of the loss of Almeida 
arrived at Lisbon, there was a fire in the town, at which the 
two regiments of militia wi^e employed; and cither during 
the continuance of the fire, or after it was over, many of the 
officers and soldiers of these regiments went into the coffee 
houses to refresh themselves. I left' t he conversation turned 
upon the operations of the armies, upon the loss of Almeida, 
and upon the proclamations by Masscna and the Marquis 
d’Alonia; and I understand that the sentiment which gene¬ 
rally prevailed was, that the design of the English army was 
to embark, and that it was the duty of* those two regiments of 
militia to seize “the towers,” as they are called, meaning 
lfelfim, S 1 Julian, the Bugio, &c., and*to prevent the execution 
of this design. , 

‘ I should not have troubled, your Lordship upon this sub¬ 
ject, having already adopted measures to employ this militia 
more usefully for the public service, and to secure the towers, 
if I djd not tfoncejve that these sentiments of the militia were 
in some degree connected with those entertained by the Por- 
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tuguese Government, and with their conduct since the recent 
changes. 

‘ This country has before been in great danger, and a great 
part of it, probably the richest and most important, was last 
year in the possession of the enemy; but, at all times, and 
under all circumstances, I have possessed the confidence of 
the Government; and their object has been, as far as was in 
their power, to forward my views for the public service. I 
have apprised them of the system of operations in which I 
deemed it expedient to carry on the defence of the country, 
and they are aware of the grounds of my opinion, and the 
details of the plan ; and till the late change, excepting occa¬ 
sional remarks from the Patriarch on the supposed danger of 
his favorite city Oporto, I never received from the Govern¬ 
ment any observation, excepting of confidence, in the measures 
which 1 recommended or adopted; and the confidence and 
satisfaction of the public surpassed that of the Government. 
But the Principal Souza, who was introduced recently into 
the Government, is of that impatient, meddling, and mischiev¬ 
ous disposition (without, however, designing to do harm), 
that we cannot expect to go on as we have hitherto, so long as 
he shall continue a member of the Government. Ilis indis¬ 
cretion is equally well known) with the other defects of his 
character ; and to this I attribute the dangerous sensation 
which appears to have been occasioned at Lisbon on the fall of 
Almeida. 

‘ In imitation of the fatal conduct of the Central Junta, the 
Portuguese Kegency, since the late changes, have flattered, 
instead of coercing, the mob of Lisbon, which will become dan¬ 
gerous in proportion as this new system is persevered in. 

‘ They have likewise, in imitation of the same body, inter¬ 
fered in the military operations, have deliberated upon the 
propriety of adopting offensive measures, and of moving^ the 
army into Spain; and I have no doubt, that from the usual 
indiscretion of this same gentleman,' these deliberations and 1 
opinions are as jj ell known to the mob of Lisbon as they are 
to me. Then thLy have cast reflection and suspicior otj every 
Portuguese employed by Marshal Beresford and me, likewise 
in imitation of the Central Junta; and in many, important 
instances, some-relating exclusively to, the army, they have 



1810 . 


GOUVBIA. 


411 


recently disobeyed the orders of the Prince Regent, to adopt 
no measure without consulting my opinion. 

* His Majesty’s Government will be the best judges yhat 
measures ought to be adopted as a remedy to these evils; but 
I have already desired Mr. Stuart to give notice to the Re¬ 
gency, that if they continued to interfere in any manner with 
the military operations, or with the appointments of Marshal 
Beresford’s Staff, I should recommend to his Majesty’s Go¬ 
vernment to withdraw the army; and if 1 found that they did 
not adopt the political and civil measures recommended to 
them to correspond with the military operations, I should 
bring their conduct under the consideration of his Majesty’s 
Government; and that if they refused or omitted to coerce the 
mob of Lisbon, their neglect in this instance would immediately 
create a danger which would oblige me to evacuate the country, 
under the instructions which I had received. 

4 In respect to the military operations, his Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment are best aware whether they have been conducted in a 
manner satisfactory to them or not. About'a year has now 
elapsed since the army under my command has been the only 
force which could keep the field in the Peninsula; and, con¬ 
trary to the general expectation, it is still in the field, has 
sustained no important loss, and the successful result of this 
campaign to the enemy becomes every day more doubtful. 

‘ The Portuguese Regency may be right in their notion of 
an offensive operation, and I may be wrong in the calculations 
which have induced me to prefer the defensive system which 
I have pursued ; but I am very certain that the General and 
other officers of" the British army, at least, of the two, prefer 
that which I have adopted ; although if some of them held the 
command, the army would long ere npw have been in their 
transports. . 

‘ In respeqj; to an offensive operation in Spain, I have only 
to observe, that if I have mistaken the strength of the several 
French corps now opposed to me (which is scarcely possible, 
as I have their returns to the middle of Jul^), and 1 believe 
that the Jiogency have neither information •nor fixed plan of 
any kind, I think I may infer, from the general conduct of the 
French, that t hey •would not ajlow their army to be for any 
length of time inferior to th’eir enemy; and jijat the result of 
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this advance, if it could be attempted, would be the abandon¬ 
ment of their projects in Andalusia. This would not give the 
allies any corresponding increase of force, unless the Spanish 
Regency could, iij an instant, raise, form, arm, and equip an 
army. It could not be supposed, even by the Portuguese 
Regency, that the army which is now blockaded at Cadiz by 
a part of the enemy’s force in Andalusia, could he equal to the 
whole of that force, when they should be in the field. The 
offensive operations, therefore, and the movement into Spain 
(supposing this last to be allowed by the ^instructions of his 
Majesty’s Government), whatever might be their commence¬ 
ment, must end in defeat and disgrace, and in the destruction 
of the cause of the allies in the Peninsula. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.E., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Gouveia, 13th September, 1810. 

‘ The enemy have made no movement of importance in front 
of this part of the army since I addressed you on the 6th 
instant. A body of about 800 infantry, and some cavalry, 
entered Guarda on Sunday evening, and obliged our post of 
observation to retire from thence: the enemy remained there 
that night, but retired to Alfayates again in the morning after 
their patroles had fallen iri with ours. 

‘ Another detachment entered that city again yesterday, and 
our post of observation retired. The enemy withdrew towards 
the Coa again in the evening. 

‘ By letters from Lieut. General Ilill, of the 11th, I learn 
that the wholc ( of the 2nd corps were in movement again to the 
northward from the neighbourhood of Zarza and Salvaterra, 
and I therefore imagine that the troops which entered Guarda 
yesterday, and which came from Penamacor belonged to this 
corps. 

‘ No movement has been made in the north, or to the south¬ 
ward of the Tagus. 

‘ I have 'heard of the march within the Spanish frontier of 
two divisions, each of 10,000 nxm, commanded.hy General 
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Iteille and General Drouet, which, it is said, have been turned 
oft’ into Navarre, on account of the increasing disturbances in 
that part of the country. 

* I am not certain that the troops which I know have passed 
the frontier have been disposed of in this manner; but I rather 
believe that some of the battalions, which I heretofore informed 
your Lordship were collected on the Loire, have joined the 
8th corps. 

‘ I understand that, with the exception of about 200 tnen, 
the whole of the jJlth Portuguese regiment have quitted the 
enemy; and that they have relinquished their intention of* 
making this regiment the foundation of their Portuguese levy, 
and have sent these men prisoners to France. I have every 
reason to believe that these men likewise would have returned 
to Portugal, if it had been in their power. 

‘My last letters from Cadiz are of the 1st instant. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Earl of Liverpool.’ W Ellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool; 

Secretary of State. 

£ Mv Lord, ‘Gouveia, 13th September, 1810. 

‘ The letter which I have had the honor of addressing to 
your Lordship this day will probably point out the expediency 
of stationing in the Tagus a large naval force. 

* It is desirable at all events tlxit I should be made ac¬ 
quainted with the intentions of his Majesty’s Government 
upon this subject at an early period, as there are several 
measures depending upon it. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liveipool.’ ‘ Wellington. 

• Lieut. General Viscount Wellington' K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Gouveia, 14th September, 1810. 

* I judge from letters which I have received from England, 
since I wrote to you on the 11th instant, that Lieut. General 
Graham yiay'consider, himself authorised to send to Lisbon 
another detachment of the froops under his.qpmmand ; and I 
shall thercfofc be much obliged to you if you \vill^ send back 
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to Cadiz the transports which brought round the 79th and 
88th regiments, which in that letter 1 requested you to detain 
in tlje Tagus. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ‘ IV eli.ington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

* i 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Gouveia, ^4tli September, 18JO. 

‘ I am much obliged to you for your letter regarding the 
horse transports. We experience so much inconvenience from 
disorders acquired by horses in transports, that 1 had written 
to Government in order to have some general regulation to 
provide for their being cleaned regularly after being used. 

• Believe me, &c. 

* Vice, Admiral. ‘ Wellington. 

the lion. G. Berkeley.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Honorable 
Henry Wellesley. 

‘ My dear Henry, ‘ Gouveia, 14th September, 1810. 

‘ 1 have received your letters of tlu? 81st August and the 1st 
instant, and you will have obseryed from my former letters 
that I agree entirely with you respecting the impolicy of the 
conduct of our Government regarding the Spanish colonies, 

1 From what 1 hear, 1 believe that they think in England it 
is impossible to prevent the spirit which lias broken forth in 
Caraeeas from spreading all over America. . It is my opinion 
they are mistaken; and the conduct of the people at Monte 
Video is likely to open their eyes. I likewise think that a pre¬ 
mature declaration of independence in the Colonies is likely 
to defeat our object, which must be to keep them out of the 
hands of France. * 1 

‘ I understand that the mulattos and whites'at Caraeeas have , 
quarrelled already; and, if that is the case, ‘depend upon it 
not only the othqr Colonies will not follow their example now, 
but they will consider {lie matter weli before they will separate 
themselves .from Spain, even though Spain should have been 
completely conquered by the French. ° , ‘ 

‘ The probability of the division of the people of color and 
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whites, or rather of the rebellion of the former, is not so great 
after the conquest of Spain by the French, as it is now, unless 
the people of color should have before their eyes the exaipple 
of successful rebellion in the Caraccas. I trust, however, that 
tlie conduct of Monte Video will open the eyes of our Govern¬ 
ment. 

‘ I enclose the copy of my report to Government of.yester- 
day. I suspect that the French have got some of the troops 
which I told you were collected at Nantes as a reinforcement. 
I have heard of thrge of these battalions having joined Junot’s 
corps. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 

‘ The Rt. Hon. II. Wellesley: ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ Mv dear Sir, ‘ Gouveia, I4lli September, # 1810. 

‘ Dr. Frank lias sent me a letter regarding a person who is 
in the British service by the name of Le Court, whom the 
Government have desired to send out of Portugal. It is 
really necessary to begin drawirig some line upon this subject, 
and I shall be very much obliged to you if you will say that I 
shall send Mr. Le Court and his son to England, although it 
will he very inconvenient to file army to do so, if the Govern¬ 
ment will be so kind as to state the grounds which they have 
for'Suspecting either of improper conduct. 

‘ Mr. Le Court was employed lij’ me to take care of the 
French prisoners going home from Oporto last year, and he 
has since been employed with the army hospitals, and both he 
and his son have given great satisfaction. 

‘ I have heard that the mob of Lisbon attackeil Colonel 
Pavetti, whom I lately sent dov. n to Lisbon as a prisoner, and 
one of our officers who was in charge of him. 'f’his is the way 
in which they began last year, and tltey ended by attacking 
Sir John Cradock’s houge; and 1 believe that Villiers’ servants 
were insulted, aifd he did not think his own life very safe. If 
I find the fact to be well founded, I shall call y'pon the Govern¬ 
ment to state what steps they have taken to punish those guilty 
of this, outrage. 

‘ I think 'hat the French have got a reinforcement, not only 
from Nantes,Jbut from a corps which was at Versailles. I find 
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three battalions, which were at Nantes in June, how in J unot’s 
corps, and one battalion, which was at Versailles, in Ney’s. 
r ‘ Believe me, &c. 

• C . Stuart , Esq : . ‘Wellington.. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

• Mv dear Hill, ‘ Gouveia, 15th September, 1810, 8 p.m. 

‘ The enemy have entered the valley of the Mondego in 
strength, by Guards and by Marqal do Chao; and I under¬ 
stand that Massena’s head quarters were, to be this day at 
Finite], and to-morrow at Trancoso. 

* If that is the case, it is probable that they will move a 
considerable column by Viseu, which would turn any position 
we might take upon the Alva. I do not yet know whether it 
is llegnicr’s corps which has moved into the valley by Guarda, 
but you will know that to a certainty from Le Cor ; and if it 
should be so, you will of course have carried into execution 
your instructions of the 31st August. 

* If you should find when you shall receive this that it is 
Regnier’s corps that has passed through by Guarda into the 
valley of the Mondego ; or if part of it, which is probable, has 
crossed the Upper Zezere, the other part having come into 
the valley of the Mondego by Guarda, send orders to General 
Leith to move his corps from Thomar to Cabacos, Espinhal, 
and Foz d’Arouce. 

‘ I send this letter open to him, that he may be prepared to. 
obey your orders upon this subject. If the enemy should not 
have moved in force by the Viseu road, this will enable us yet 
to stop him upon the Alva; if he should, it will only oblige 
me to give General Leith’s corps the trouble of a countermarch. 

* Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill.’ ‘ Wellington. 

k l 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B-, to Lieut. Colonel Torrens, 
Secretary to the Commander in Chief. 

‘ My dear Torrens, ‘ Gouveia, 15th September, 1810. 

‘ I have received ypur letter of the 28th August, and I am 
much obliged to you for the communication of the intentipns 
of the Cofnmander in Chief (respecting Captain jPakenham. 

I certainly understand that Captain Llpyd of the 43rd was a 
candidate for*promotion bv purchase. If officer*, who are able 
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to purchase will not purchase, they must wait until it comes 
to their turn to be promoted. 

«In respect to other parts of your letter, I observe from 
some expressions which it contains, and the general tenor of 
your observations, that I trod upon tender ground when I ad¬ 
dressed you on the subject to which it relates. The sooner I 
quit it therefore the better, and I shall confine myself' merely 
to referring you to my letter, in respect to the claims of gentle¬ 
men of family, fortune, and influence, to promotion; from 
which you will observe that I urged the expediency of attend¬ 
ing to their claims to promotion, only when their professional 
merits were at least equal, if not superior, to those of others. 

‘ When I wrote to you I had no intention of making any 
invidious statement of the advantages which any set of indi¬ 
viduals had derived from the system of promotion which had 
been adopted. I adverted to what is generally understood 
and reported in the army ; and as I purpose to drop the sub¬ 
ject entirely, about the result of which f do not care a pin, I 
shall not enter into any proof of the truth of the statement, 
which 1 made. 

‘ In respect to Colin Campbell, 1 shall add that you have 
been misinformed, or 1 am much mistaken. Before I came to 
Portugal the first time, the Duke of York promised both Lord 
Wellesley and me, that he wftuld promote him to be a Major, 
in answer to our recommendations solely on account of his 
services. He then carried home th§ dispatches, with the ac¬ 
counts of the successes of Ito Ik; a and Vimeiro, and he was 
made a Major by brevet; and the Duke then told him 
that as soon as he could appoint him to an efficient Majority 
he would make him a Lieut. Colonel by brevet, recollecting 
that he had before intended to promote .him, and that he had 
increased his claim by bringing home the accounts of two 
successes. 

‘ 1 never intended to say that I was not obliged by the Com¬ 
mander in Chief’s attention to the claims of Colin Campbell to 
promotion; but I asserted, and with due submission to superior 
authority must maintain, that he had claims Which, indepen¬ 
dent of any recommendation of mine, must have promoted him. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. Colonel Torrens.' ‘ Wellington. 

. • 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. Colonel 
Felton Hervey, 1 1th Light Dragoons. 

1 My dear Colonel, ‘ Gouveia, 15th September, 1810. 

‘ Upon perusal of the letters which you gave me yesterday 
from Colonel Taylor and Mr. Fremantle, and from Colonel 
Torrens to Colonel Taylor, I cannot advise you to make any 
further effort to have your commission of Lieut. Colonel dated 
to the day of the vacancy. 

‘ 1 am decidedly of opinion that your claim to this favor is 
strongfirst, as it was granted to Lieut. Colonel Wynyard in 
a vacancy in this army occasioned in an action in which he was 
not present. I understand also that there is another recent 
instance of the grant of this favor to Colonel Nisbett, whose 
appointment was antedated to the period of the vacancy to 
which he was promoted on the permanent staff. Secondly, the 
misfortune which you suffered in a former action in this same 
service would appear to give you a claim to consideration. 
Thirdly, you were present in the affair in which the vacancy 
was occasioned: and, lastly, it was owing to an unfortunate 
accident that you were not recommended by me sufficiently 
early to have your commission signed before the brevet took 
place. j 

‘ Colonel Talbot was killed in the morning of Wednesday 
the 11th, the day on which I usually dispatch the mail for 
England from head quarters, in order that it may be sent by 
the packet which leaves Lisbon on Sunday. By accident I 
did not receive the account of Talbot’s death till,Wednesday 
evening, and I was obliged to detain the messenger to write 
the dispatch with the account of it, and I did not recommend 
you by that occasion, as I did not know what officers were to 
be promoted in the succession. You were not recommended 
till the following Wednesday the 18th. 

‘ If you had been recommended as you ought to have been 
on the 11th July, you would, in thp usual course, have beep 
appointed to the Lieutenant Colonelcy, befole the brevet took 
place. ' 

‘ Although the delay in the transmission of the’ recom- 
mepdatioK is thus the cause ofyour being lower.down iq the list 
of Lieutenant Colonels than you would have bepn, I am con¬ 
vinced that you will believe that, if I could havcj imagined that 
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there was to he a brevet, I should have hastened rather than 
have delayed the letters recommending you. 

« Notwithstanding all this, I cannot recommend to y<fu to 
adopt any mode of obtaining an earlier date to your commission, 
of which the Commander in Chief will not entirely approve. 

4 Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut. Colonel llervey, ‘ 'Wellington. 

14 th Light Drag none.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General Leith, 
President of a General Court Martial. 

« ,Sj R ‘ Gouveia, 15tli September, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 11th instant, with the 
proceedings of the General Court Martial on the trial of Lieut. 
-of the-dragoons. 

‘ It is always my wish to attend to the recommendation of 
a General Court Martial, but I am desirous that the CouU, of 
which you arc President, should reconsider their recommenda¬ 
tion in favor of Lieut.-. It appears to be founded solely 

on the length of his confinement, which, I must observe, has 
been in arrest at large. This length of confinement has been 

owing, in a great measure, to Lieut.-himself, as he did 

not know the name of the officer, or the number of the regi¬ 
ment to which he belonged, to whom he asserted that he had 
reported his arrival at Abrantes, and from whom he declared 
that he had received his orders to proceed to Lisbon. Much 
time was spent in inquiry for this officer, and then the time of 
the Deputy,J udge Advocate was occupied by other trials. 

4 The extent of the service on which the army is employed, 
and the difficulty and inconvenience of calling officers from 
their duty in one part of the army to attend as witnesses upon 
a trial in another, was the causa of continued c|play in bring¬ 
ing Lieut.-to trial: and I would beg the General Court 

Martial to observe, that if length of confinement is con¬ 
sidered and admitted as jhe ground of recommendation in this 
instance, it ought*in every one, in which the public convenience 
may render the delay of the trial of an officer necessary. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

4 Major. General Leith..' 4 WeliJington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Beresford. 

‘ My dear Berks ford, * Gouveia, 15th September, 1810. 

‘ 1 thought it likely that you would come over this evening, 
and I did not send to you to let you know that the enemy 
moved upon Guarda this day in strength, and apparently in 
earnest.^ as they have crossed the hill, and are on this side as 
far as Lagiosa. They likewise moved from Freixedas in 
strength upon Baracal. My last note from Cotton was at 
5 f.m., when he was about to retire through Celorico. I do 
not>yet know where he will be for the night. 

‘ The lady sent to your head quarters, says that Massena 
was to be this day at Pinhel, to-morrow at Trancoso. I enclose 
a note which she brought from Alorna to his wife, which rather 
shows that the route of the main body is by Viseu. I do not 
know whether it is ltegnier’s corps, or a part of Ney’s, which 
has come through Guarda. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal Beresford. ‘ Wellington. 

‘ Send off to Trant at Moimenta.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K. B., to Lieut. General Graham. 
« Sir, ‘ Gouveia, 15th September, 1810. 

‘ 1 enclose the copy of a letter which I have just received 
from the Secretary of State; and as I conceive that it is im¬ 
portant to reinforce this army, I beg that you will send to the 
Tagus the 94th regiment, the 2nd battalion 30th regiment, 
and the 2nd battalion 44th regiment. 

‘ I have the honor to. he, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Graham.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
' the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

* Sir, ‘Gouveia, 15th September, 1810. 

* I enclose a letter for Lieut. General Graham which it is 
important should be sent to him without loss^of time ; and if* 
the vessel which leaves Lisbon every Monday should have 
sailed when this shall reach you, 1 shall be very much obliged 
to you if you will dispatch another vessel with it. 

‘ I havfe the honor to bej &<■. 

Vice Admiral L Wellington. 

the Hon, G. Berkeley.' 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.H., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

‘ Gouveia, 151h September, 1810, 

1 Mv dear Cotton, i l iast 3 P M - 

‘ I consider it almost certain that the enemy have now taken 
possession of Guarda in earnest; and I think it probable tiiat 
they will now move forward in your front, and possibly on 
the Trancoso side in the morning. You, had better, therefore, 
move to the rear^of Celorico the whole of the cavalry this 
afternoon, with the exception of the hussars, which may remain 
at Celorico, or in front of the town observing the plain. 

‘ I’ut the regiments into Villa Cortez, Cortico, Carapichana, 
Mesquitella, &c., and if you leave the hussars in front of Celo¬ 
rico, one regiment in that town. 

‘ If, however, you find that they do not conte in great 
numbers down the hill of Guarda this afternoon, and’ you 
think that you can remain in Lagiosa, Memoial, and Baragal, 
without danger of being disturbed this nigl/, you might re¬ 
main ; otherwise it is better to move, although at night. At 
all events, you must get the regiments to the rear of Celorico 
in the morning at daylight. Watch Prados, &c., well. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

'Lieut. General ‘ Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart. 

1 Probably you could put more -squadrons into Celorico, 
and the others in the rear in the neighbourhood of that town, 
without making any great noise in the night.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, 1\.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

‘ Gouveia, 15th September, 1810, 

* My dear Cotton, 20 minutes before 5 p.m. 

‘ 1 have received your note of 2 p.m., and I have heard 
from Captain Cocks from Mkarelha that the enemy were 
pushing (]own Guarda hill; and they Ijgve moved a column, 
but apparently of nc great strength, upon FamalicaB. 

‘ You had better retire every* thing on this side Of Celorico, 
or into that town for the iflght, leaving only, the hussars in 
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front. It is very desirable that you should put the horses up 
somewhere for the night, and it would be best at once to 
rembve them to the rear. You may depend upon it that the 
movement is general. Let me hear from you as soon as the 
enemy appear to have taken their ground for the night. Do 
not forget the troop at Trancoso. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Lieut. General ‘Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart! 

\ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

‘ Gouveia, 15th September, 1810, 
‘ My dear Cotton, Midnight. 

‘ I was in hopes that I should have beard from you as soon 
as all was quiet for the evening ; and 1 am now apprehensive 
that'thc directions l shall give you may nqt suit the situation 
in which you may be. I wish you to fall back. 

* I have just received your letter of half-past 8. 

‘ I think you had better put the two heavy regiments in 
march to the rear at 4 in the morning. Let them be followed 
by the 14th, the 16th follow the 14th, and the hussars wait to 
follow the enemy’s movements. Let the baggage go off, and 
pass through Sampayo and Pinhaneos. 

‘ The officers of the General Court Martial will join their 
regiments. 

‘ There is some straw lit Villa Cortez, which should be de¬ 
stroyed by the rear regiment. 

‘ Believe me, &q. 

‘ Lieut. General ‘ Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart. 

‘ You had .better draw the ‘hussars through the town before 
daylight. Apprise Cocks of your movement; he is at Villa 
de Mata and Prados.* 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ My dear Sid* ‘ Gouveia, 15th September, 1810. 

‘ I have only time to tell you that the enemy entered the 
valley of the Mondego this (Jay in force by Quarda, and by 
Marijal do ChaS ; and I believe '.hat they are aboilft to move a 
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column by Traucoso and Viseu. I shall know more, however, 
in the morning. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

- C. Stuart, Esq.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Colton, Bart. 

‘ Mv dear Cotton, ‘Gouveia, 16th September, 1810. 

‘ I fear that we shall knock up the regiments if we do not 
allow them to geV to their ground; and the hussars, having 
observed the enem/ into Celorico, should be allowed to retire 
to their cantonments. 

£ We have a good deal of work before us, and we must not 
knock up the troops. I have received your note of the 12th 
from Celorico. 

‘ Believe me, &e. 

• Lieut. General ‘ Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart.' 

IAent. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Beresford. 

‘ My dear Beresford, ‘Gouveia, 16th September, 1810, 8a.m. 

' The enemy showed yesterday two brigades of infantry 
and three or four regiments of cavalry on this side of Barac;al, 
and five regiments of cavalry and about 5000 infantry on this 
side of Guarda. Their advaftice on that side was at Porto de 
Carne. The peasants told Cocks that more troops were fol¬ 
lowing these from Pega, and that .Belmonte was occupied. 
But we have a letter from Ilervey from CovilhaS of yesterday, 
in which he’does not mention this fact. 

‘ I have rotliifig from the side of Trancoso. They have 
only a few squadrons of dragoons on the road from Guarda 
towards Manteigas. I have ordered oar cavalry to fall back, 
and they are now, I believe, in march. I cannoi tell from our 
telegraph hill whether the enemy has yet moved. 

‘ I propose t<\ move my head quarters to Cea, yours to 
•St. Romao. Murray- wi^ies me to go to Villa Doce, which is a 
league further back; but I shall not determine upon that till 
I see hpwjbings turn out in the course of \he day. Could 
you come over here P 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal Benesford.' ‘Wellington. 
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Lieut. General discount Wellington , K.B., to Marshal Beresford. 

‘ My dear Beresford, ‘ Cea, 17th September, 1810. 

‘ I enclose a report received in the night. The column 
mentioned as marching on our left went oft’ by Fornos yester¬ 
day morning, and was at Fornos about three p.m. It can 
scarcely have got so far as Mangualde last night. It can 
have no guns with it; and the prisoner says that Junot has 
marched upon Oporto, which I conclude means upon Moi- 
menta, from the lower part of the Coa; and this column is 
intended to keep up the communication wit'n him. 

‘ You should order all your sick away from Coimbra at all 
events, and send people down to be in readiness to remove or 
destroy your ammunition and other stores there without loss 
of time. 

‘ I am going to give similar orders. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

r 

‘ Marshal Beresford. ‘ Wellington. 

ft 

‘ I have ordered every thing to be prepared for a short 
move in the afternoon, if the enemy should move. The whole 
of the 2nd and 6th corps are in the valley of the Mondego. 

‘ 1 enclose another report from Waters.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Commander in Chief 
of the French Army (Marshal Massena, Prince (T Essling). 

' 'A u Quartier General do l'Armee Anglaisc, 

’ Monsieur lu Mareciial, ce 17 Septembre, 1810. 

‘ Be Capitainc Percy*, au sort duquel je guis fort interesse, 
a etc blesse et pris, ou tue hier aupres de Celorico, et je vous 
serai bien oblige si vous voulez permettre qu’on dontie de ses 
nouvelles A mon aide de camp, Je Major Gordon ; et s’il n’est 
pas tue, si vous voulez permettre qu’il retjoive les secours 
d’argent, hardes, &c., qlie je lui envoic. *’ 

‘ J’ai 1’honneur de vous envoyer des lettres que j’ai re^es, 
il y a deux jours, du Gouverneur d’Elvas. Je crois que 
e’est arrange Cqtre nos "Gouvernemens que les officiers non 
combattans ne seraient pas prisouniers de guerre, et bi vous 
l’entendez „de cette maniere, j,e prierai le Gouyernement Por- 

* Thu Hon. H Tefcy. He was afterwards aide.le camp to the Duke of Wel¬ 
lington, and, brought home the dispatches of the battle of W atferlou 
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tugais de permettre qu’on rcuvoyc M. Galland ; mais en tout 
cas je lui ferai douner l’argent qui lui est n6cessaire. 

‘ J’ai l'honneur d'etre, &c. 

A Son Excellence ‘ W Ellington. 

le Commandant en Chef'.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General l.eith. 

‘ My dear General, ‘ Villa Doc.;, 17th September, 1810. 

‘ As the enemy’s whole army lias decidedly entered the 
valley of the Mondego, 1 conclude that you will have received 
orders from General Hill to make the movement stated in my 
letter to the General of the 15th. 

. ‘ I wist) you in the first instance not to come farther than 
Espinhal with your division; and on the day that you shall 
find that the head of General Hill's corps shall arrive at Espin¬ 
hal, you will move on with your division to Miranda do Cprvo, 
and you will remain there till you shall receive further orders. 

‘ I request General Hill also to collect his corps at Espinhal, 
Penella, &c., and remain there till further orders. 

‘ The 2nd and the 6th corps came to Oelorico yesterday, 
and a part of them crossed the Mondego to Fornos. More 
have crossed the Mondego this day, and no part of the enemy’s 
army has moved this way. It is generally understood that 
the whole army is between the Douro and the Mondego, and 
are about to march upon Coimbra. 1 shall have troops in 
Cofmbra to-morrow. 

• Send this letter to General Hill. 

‘ llelieve me, &c. 

■ Major General Leith' ‘ Wellington. 


JJeut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. Getieral 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

• Mv dear Cotton, ‘ Sampayo, 17th September, 1810, 8iA.il. 

• It does not appear,that the enemy are moving in front, 
hut it is evident*that they are doing so on the .left beyond the 
Mondego... I see a very heavy dust •hanging aver Mangualde. 

‘ I think you had better, as soon as convenient to you, make 
the disposition for the dj>y. Let every thing march, excepting 
what you w’ll leave iij Sampayo and Gouvgia to observe the 
enefny. Those should fall back as soon as they* shall observe 
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them entering the plain in any strength about Villa Cortez, See., 
and not engage any thing. The hussars here want bread. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General ‘ Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, liart.' 

IAeui. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Hon. 
Cochrane Johnstone. 

• Sir, 4 Cortijo, 18th September, 18JO. 

• I have received your letters of the 12th and 14th, for which 
I am much obliged to you. * 

' I believe that we may have every confidence in the Governor 
of Elvas, who is a very honest and an able man, and who does 
not want for firmness. 

‘ The enemy’s recent movements on the right of the Mondego 
have enabled me to call in all the detached corps of this army, 
and \yc shall have them collected immediately. 

‘ I wish that the Marquis do la Ilomana'was a little nearer 
to us. However, 1 hope he is in no danger. 

‘ Mr. Kennedy, the Commissary General, will send a gen¬ 
tleman to Badajoz immediately, to endeavor to purchase for 
the army a supply of cattle. 

‘ I have the honor to be, Sec. 

4 The Hon. Cochrane Johnstone.’ ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

‘ My DEAR Cotton, ’ ‘ Corti«;o, 18tli September, 1811), 6 A.M. 

‘ In case you should not have read Waters’s reports, I send 
them to you. It is evident that the enemy’s,arrangements are 
all directed to a movement on the right of the Mondego; but 
it is still desirable to have an eye upon their proceedings on 
the left of the river. 1 think,"therefore, that you should leave 
an intelligent officer, with a party of hussars, in Gouveia, who 
might keep a few men ih Sampayo. This is desirable, as' well 
to keep an eye upon what is passing upon thal road, as to com-, 
municate with Waters at Folgozinho. 1 

‘ I beg you ft? write to, him, and desire him to forward his 
reports to the officer of hussars at Gouveia, and desire this 
officer to send them on to you* ( 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

, i <• * 

‘ Lieut. General ‘ W,elj.ington. 

Sir S. Cotton,Bart. 
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* Tell the officers of hussars to give any reward that Waters 
may desire to the peasants who shall bring letters from him.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

* My dear Sir, ‘ Corti<;o, 1 8th September, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 1.7th, and l entirely 
concur with you, that nothing can be more shameful, or more 
injurious to the common cause, than the recent conduct of the 
Portuguese Government. If I should find that it is really 
believed that we hale any concern in the recent arrests, 1 shall 
adopt some mode of denying it publicly ; and I shall be much 
obliged to you if you will take every opportunity of saying 
that those who have been arrested are not more displeased with 
the measure than we are all. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ‘ Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkiley. 

‘ Mr. Stuart will tell you the news. Things are not quite 
so bad as they will be supposed. The enemy’s movements 
have enabled me to order Hill, Leith, and Le Cor to join me. 
Coimbra is safe, and we have a good position.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Hiel/ingto-n, K.B., to Marshal Beresford. 
‘Sir, » 1 Cortiyo, 18th September, 1810 . 

‘ 1 enclose a complaint against the Juiz de Fora of Torres 
Noyas, which I request you to lay before the special com¬ 
mission. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be. &c. 

‘ Marshal Beresford, ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ Mv dear Sir, ‘ Corttyo. 18th September, 1810. 

‘ The enemy collected the whole of the 2nd *and 6th corps 
in tWe valley of the Mondego on the*15th, and on the 16th 
in the morning moved upon Celorico, from the two directions 
of Guarda and •Marital do Chafi. They at the same time 
moved a large column on their right towards the right of the 
Mondego.* 

1 Our cavalry retired from Celorico, and the enemy then 
movert a column ’ of infantjy and cavalry from thence on 
Fornos towards Mangualdc. I understand that, they had not 
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yesterday arrived at Mangualde, although it was at first 
reported that they arrived there on the night of the 16th. 
They were all day yesterday employed in moving troops from 
Celorico on Fornos. I have not heard what they have done 
this day. 

‘ It is said that the 8th corps moved by Trancoso on Pena- 
verde on the 16th, so that the whole are collected on the right 
of the Mondego. 

‘ This movement has enabled me to call in all my detached 
corps, and I expect that Hill will cross tie Zezcre this day, 
or will do so to-morrow. Leith will move when Hill does. 

‘ 1 have begun by securing Coimbra with six brigades of 
infantry, against any advanced guard that might have been 
pushed lor ward. 

‘ The other three divisions and the cavalry are on and in 
front of the Alva, the advance of the latter still observing the 
enemy near Celorico. 

* As soon as I shall hear that Hill has moved, I shall cross 
the Mondego, move up the troops from Coimbra, and have 
Hill, Leith and Le Cor joined to my right. 

4 I shall be in a good position, covering Coimbra and the 
communication with Oporto, which I hope to be able to pre¬ 
serve. 

‘ There are certainly many bad roads in Portugal, but the 
enemy has taken decidedly the worst in the whole kingdom. 

‘ You will hear a good deal of these movements, and I con¬ 
clude that it will be necessary to appease the mob by the im¬ 
prisonment of a few French parlizans ; but I think the enemy 
are mistaken in their plan: they evidently-xlo not know the 
country, and in the mean time we are safe. 

* I have received your letters of the 15th; 1 never was so 
shocked as upon hearing the Account of the arrests. I declare 
publicly against it; and if I find that justice is not done to us 
by the Portuguese nation upon this subject, I shall take some 
opportunity of making known my opinion of it to the public. 

‘ I make no objection to the publication of any official 
papers received* by the Government; but I wish to give them 
reports of the transactions which I am conducting, and if they 
publish any other reports, I shall rot give them any. Of 
course, both Beresford and you ihust make regular reports to 
the authorities by which you are respectively e;ap’oyed ; but 
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it is impossible to lay before the public two reports on the same 
transactions, in which the ingenious public, or rather, the 
newswriters, will not discover an inconsistency : this l \jjant 
to avoid. 

‘ I have not heard one word from Romana of the plan which 
Mr. C. Johnstone says he entertains ; and I do not believe he 
entertains it. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

' C. Stuart, Esq.’ t ‘Wellington. 

Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B„ to Colonel Pavetti. 

‘ Au Quartier General, 

‘ Monsii: t ’E, ce 18 Septembre, 1810. 

‘Je viens de recevoir vos lettres. Les gendarmes sont pri¬ 
son niers de guerre eoinme les autres soldats. 

‘ Votre domestic] ue Bernard Goinarki ne sera pas cense 
prisonnier de guerje; ni votre domestique Baptiste Cellrf s’il 
est envoye ici. 

‘ J’ai l’honneur d’etre, See. 

1 Au Colonel Pavetti.' ‘Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.D., to Major General Leith. 

‘ Mv dear General, • ‘ Cortico, 19th September, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 18th, and I conclude 
that you will be this day at Espinhal. 

‘.I beg that you will march your division to-morrow morn¬ 
ing to Foz d’Arouce, stretching the head of your column on 
as far as Villa Franca. 

• Let General Hill know that you have received these orders, 
and that 1 expect that he will be at Espinhal to-morrow, and 
that he shall receive directions to march,on the next day. The 
advanced guard of Regnier’s Corps moved yesterday along 
the left of the Mondego to Sampayo, where they arrived at 
eleven o’clock. I believe that the rear of the 6th corps crossed 

<lhe Mondego to Fornoa yesterday, and the movements of the 
advanced guard of the 2nd corps of this day will show defini¬ 
tively what line this corps.will take.» 

* Send this letter on to General Hill. 

, B«lieve me, &c. 

‘ Major General Leith .' ‘..Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 

Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

% 

‘ M? dear Cotton, * Cortigo, 19th September, 1810, 8 a.m. 

‘ I have only now received your letter of 5 p.m. yesterday. 
I shall wait here this day. 

‘ Desire Arentschildt to watch well the movements of Reg- 
nier’s advanced guard, particularly if they turn off at Pin- 
hanr;os to the bridge over the Mondego. 

‘ Keep up the communication with Waters. 

‘ Believe me, 8nc. 

‘ Lieut. General ‘ Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart.' 

Lieut. Colonel Bathurst, Military Secretary, to Marshal Beresford. 

‘ My dkau General, 1 Cortigo, tilth September, 1810, 7 r it . 

1 Lord Wellington desires mo to inform you that he forgot to mention he is 
very desirous that you should send off to Trant to direct him to proceed as expe¬ 
ditiously as possible to Agueda and Sardad, crossing thl Vouga, if possible, at 
St. Pedro do Sul, or any where below it. When at Sardao he will be on the left 
flank of the army, anfl will cover the road over the Sorra leading towards Oporto. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Marshal Beresford.' ‘ J. Bx'UU KsT. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to l.ieut. Colonel Waters. 

‘ My dear Waters, “ Cortigo, 20th September, 1810. 

* I am very much obliged to you for all the information you 
have sent me, and I beg you will come to head quarters with 
Captain Goldfinch, when you please. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut. Colonel Waters .' ‘ WEllington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

‘ My dear Cotton, ‘ Cortigo, 20th September, 1810. 

‘ I have given you this day’s rest in order that you ,may 
distribute the remount horses to the different'regiments. 

‘ ‘ You see that the enemy have all crossed the Mondego, 1 
and I propose $iat you should cross to-morrow, upon which 
subject Murray Writes'to you. • <■ , 

‘ You must take care to cross the Mondego below its 
junction wifh the Dao, otherwise yoif will 'find ’ it 'difficult to 
cross the latter., • “ 
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‘ Be so kind as to leave on this side of the Mondego an intelli¬ 
gent officer, either Krauchenberg or Cordemann, or Cocks, 
with about a squadron, to observe the enemy's movement 
between the Dab and the Mondego, and do you take care to 
keep up a communication with him. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Lieut. General ‘ Wellington. 

Sir S. Colton, Bart. 

‘ Send the enclosed to Waters.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B.. to Colonel Lc Cor. 

' Au Couvent <le Lorvao, ce 20 Septembre, 1810. 

‘ Mons 1"UR, ! o huures <lu soir. 

‘ Je viens de reccvoir une lettre du General Hill do la date 
d’hier, par laquelle j’apprends que vous etes arrive hier au soir 
a Fedrogab Grande. Aussitbt que vous recevrez cette lettre 
jc vous prie de marcher sur Ponte da Murcella et par la 
route et faisant les marches qui vous conviendront le mieux. 
Faites moi savoir ce qu’clles seront. Je compte quo vous ferez 
une marche demain le 21 et que vous serez en arriere de la 
Serra da Murcella a St. Andre de Poyarcs apres demain le 22. 

‘ J’ai l’honneur d’etre, &c. 

* M. Le Colonel Le Cor.' ’ ‘ Wkllington. 

• 

Lieut.. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Loud, y.i‘ Lorvao, 20 th September, 1810. 

‘ The 2yd corps, under the command of General Regnier, 
was again brought to the northward, and arrived at Sabugal 
and Alfayates on the 12th and 13th instant. On the 15th, the 
enemy moved a large force of cavalry, infantry, and artillery 
upon Guarda the third time, and passed tha hill into the 
valley of the Jylondego, and obliged our party of observation 
which had been stationed there under Captain Cocks, of the 
16th light dragoons,.to retire upon the Serra. On the same day, 
a large column*passed the hill of Alverca (which forms the 
left of the Guarda range) and Mareal <Jo Clfto, and halted at 
Baraqal, likewise in the valley of the Mondego; and the 8th 
corps, under General Jyriot, passed the Coa at Porto de Vide. 

‘ Lieut. General Sir Staplbton Cotton withdrew the British 
cavalry through Celorico on the morning of the 16‘th, and the 
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enemy entered that place on that day from the side of Alverca 
and Guarda; and the 8th corps entered Trancoso. 

* The enemy, instead of following the retreat of our troops 
from Celorico by the valley of the Mondego and the left bank 
of that river, immediately marched by Jejua to the bridge of 
Fornos, and the advanced guard was in Fornos on that night. 
They followed this movement on the succeeding days by 
passing all the troops of the 2nd and 6th corps from Celorico 
over the bridge of Fwrnos, with the exception of the advanced 
guard of the 2nd corps, which, on the 18th, protected the 
passage of the rear of the column, and passed yesterday at a 
bridge lower down the river. A small party entered Viseu 
yesterday. 

‘ The enemy’s intention in these movements is apparently 
to obtain possession of Coimbra, with a view to the resources 
which that town and the neighbouring country will afford them. 
The movements, however, which I had previously made to 
enable me to withdraw the army without difficulty from a 
position in which I did not consider it advisable to risk an 
action, enabled me to secure Coimbra against the attack of any 
small corps; and the whole of that part of the army which has 
been under my immediate command, with the exception of five 
regiments of cavalry, has passed to the right of the Mondego, 
and in front of Coimbra, Brigadier General Pack's brigade of 
Portuguese infantry being at St. CarnbadaS with the Royal 
Dragoons* and Brigadier General Craufurd’s division at Mor- 
tagoa. The cavalry will pass to-morrow. 

4 When llegnier made the former movement to .the north¬ 
ward, apparently with the intention on the part of the enemy 
of attacking this part of the army with bis whole force, I had 
directed Lieut. Genera) Hill, and Major General Leith, who 
commanded a small corps upon the Zezere, to prepare to join 
me; and as soon as I found, from the enemy’s mqvementof the 
15th, that he was then about to carry his intention into execu¬ 
tion, and that the plan was decided, I directed those officers to , 
march. Major General Leith is this day at Fdz d’Arouce, and 
will join the ari».y to$ morrow: the head of Lieut. General 
Hill’s corps is at Espinhal, and will join on the next day. I 
also expect-that Colonel Le Cor, who,has J>een‘with a,small 
body of troops in .the mountains 6f Castillo Branpo, will join 
about the same time. I shall thus have collected in ope body the 
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whole of the disposable force in Portugal, and I hope to lyiye 
it in my power to frustrate the enemy’s design. 1 

‘ I imagine that Marshal Massena has been misinformed, 
and has experienced greater difficulties in making his move¬ 
ments than he expected. He has certainly selected one of the 
worst roads in Portugal for his march. 

‘ Since the affair of the 11th August, in Estremadura," which 
I heretofore reported to your Lordship, the Marquis de la 
Romana has been successful in carrying off two of the enemy’s 
small detachments, sne in the neighbourhood of Cordova, and 
the other in proceeding as a relief to the enemy’s garrison in 
Castillo de lasGuardias; and the Marquis’s advanced posts 
were within three leagues of Seville. 

‘ Marshal Mortier, however, collected his corps, and moved 
out of Seville in strength, and the Marquis de la Roniana was 
obliged to retire into Estremadura. On the 14th, the Spanish 
cavalry was engaged with that of the enemy near Puente de 
Cantos, the Portuguese brigade, under Brigadier General 
Madden, being at La Calzadilla. After the Pngagement had 
lasted a considerable portion of the day, the Spanish cavalry 
gave way in some confusion, and Brigadier General Madden 
having moved forward, fell upon the enemy in a most decided 
and effectual manner, overthrew and pursued them to their 
cannon, and killed and wounded many, and took some 
prisoners, and saved the Spaniards. The Marquis de la 
Romana, from whom I have received # tlic account, mentions in 
high terms the conduct of Brigadier General Madden, and of 
the Portuguese troops under his command, which he says has 
excited the admiration of the whole army. 

‘ The Marquis de la Romana has retired upon Merida, and 
after fixing a good garrison in Badajqz, is about to take a 
position between the Tagus and the Guadiana. * 

‘ I must takp this opportunity of mentioning to your Lord- 
ship the obligations I am under to the British cavalry com¬ 
manded by Lieut. Genenal Sir S. Cotton. Since the end of 
July, they have Slone done the tluty of the outposts, and the 
enemy has never been out .of sight of st#ne of .them ; and on 
every occasion their superiority has been so great, that the 
enemy does not use his cavalry excepting when supported and 
protected by bis infantry. The 1st hussars,.under Colonel 
vor,. vi. 
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Arentscbildt, in particular, have had many opportunities of 
distinguishing themselves; and it is but justice to mention the 
Zealand intelligence with which the duty of the outposts has 
been performed by Captain Krauchenberg and Cornet Cor- 
demann, of the 1st Hussars, and by Captain the Hon. C. 
Cocks, of the 16th Light Dragoons. 

‘ Nothing of importance has occurred in the north. My 
last letter from Cadiz is of the 9th. 

»' ‘ I have the honor to,be, &c. 

4 The Earl of Liverpool.' Wellington. 

Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

4 Convent of Busaco, 21st Sept., 1810, 

* My bear Cotton, half-past 9 pm. 

4 By the accounts which Lord Fitzroy Somerset has brought 
of the enemy from General Craufurd, I jpdge that the 6th 
corps, at least, is assembled on the left bank of the Criz ; and 
I conclude that it did not attempt to pass this day, because the 
other corps were not ready. 

4 Their first operation must be to drive in the squadron of 
the Royals which are on the Criz, in order to repair the fords 
or the bridge; and when this body is driven in, you may be 
certain that the whole, not. only of this corps, but of the others, 
will advance in a few hours afterwards; you should therefore 
have all your dispositions made to retire the troops in advance, 
when the squadron of the Royals should be obliged to quit 
the Criz. 

4 I have not yet heard the result of the examination of the 
Ponte de Vagia, above the bridge, near S la CombadaS. You 
should observe this point, as it is the nearest to Tondella; and 
not only the bridge exists, bilt the banks of the river are more 
practicable than they are lower down. * * 

‘ If you withdraw frpm Mortagoa, bring the whole Of the 
troops to the villages on the fall of t}ie hill between this place 
and that. I shall be with you in the morning. 

‘ We have an excejlent, position here, in which I am strongly 
tempted to give battle. Unfortunately Hill is one day later 
than I expected; and there is a road ,upon r out' left by which 
we may be turned and cut off from Cpimbra. liut I do not 
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yet give up hopes of discovering a remedy for this last mis¬ 
fortune ; and as for the former the enemy will afford it to us, 
if they do not cross the Criz to-morrow. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Lieut. General * Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir B. Spencer, K.B. . 

' Convent of Busoco, 21st Sept., 1810, 
‘ My dear General, half-past 9 p.m. 

‘ 1 had the pleasure of receiving your letter of this day at 
6 p.m. from General Stewart. 

‘ I am much concerned that you did not. receive the orders 
to march till 8 in the morning. I gave them at 6 in the 
evening, as soon as I found that it was desirable you should 
march. 

‘ I was also concerned to learn from General Stewart that, 
although the march was short, some of the troops, owing to 
that circumstance, did not reach their ground till morning. 

‘ You received a note from General Craufurd which 1 
opened. Lord Fitzroy Somerset arrived here since, having 
left the Criz at 3; the 6th corps was certainly collected on 
the left bank, but we had a piquet of the Royals on the right 
bank which was not driven in ; and while that piquet remains, 
the enemy cannot repair the bridge or the ford to pass. 

‘ 1 do not think there is any chance of your being attacked ; 
at all events, none, at present, of your being attacked without 
my being on the spot to state the nature of the resistance; 
and I therefore do not now think it necessary to give any 
particular instructions upon that subject., 

* Believe me, &c. 

■ Lieut. General » ‘Wellington. 

Sir B. Spencer v *?. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Eufl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of Stute. 

‘ Mv Lord, ‘ Busaco, 21 st September, 1810. 

* I think jt proper to ^enclose *to your Lordship tin extract 
of a letter t«hich I hjve re&ived from the, {Marquis de la 

2 f 2 
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Romana stating his sentiments on the good conduct of the 
brigade of the Portuguese cavalry under Brigadier General 
Madden in the action with the enemy’s cavalry on the 14th 
instant. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ W Ellington . 


Le Marechal Prince d'Essling, Commandant en Chef de I'Armee de Portugal, 
a Son A/tesse le Prince de Neufchdttl. 

‘ Viseli, lc 22 Septembre, 1810. 

‘ MoNRKUtNKI Ii, 

‘ L’arinee est partie lc 16 d’Almeida, comme j'ai eu l’honncnr d’en rendre 
compte £ V. A. Les trois corps d'armee sont arrives le 19 it Viseu, apres avoir 
paramru dcs chemins allreux. L’euncmi s’est retire partout a notre apjiroche, et 
il s’est reuni sur Coimbra. J’ai porte le 2iue et time corps sur le pent du Criz. 

‘ Les Anglais qui occupaient cts points en out fte ehasses ; le 8me corps est 
encore ii Viseu. Le grand pare d’artillerie et les gros bagages sont encore en 
arrier.t, et n’arriverout que domain. Los bagages ont etc attaquds par 2000 
Portugais, quo 200 homines out suffi pour repoussei avec perte. II est im¬ 
possible de trouver de plus mauvais chemins : ils sont herisses de rochers: notre 
artillerie et nos bagages ont considerablement souffert, et je suis oblige' de les 
attendre. Je les laisserai deux jours a Viseu, a leur arrivee, pour s’y reposer, et 
je continuerai nia marche sur Coimbra, ou on m’assure que je trouverai les 
Anglais et Portugais rfiunis. 

‘ Monseigneur, nous lie marchons qua travers du desert; pas une ame nulle 
part; tout est aliaiulonni. Les Anglais pousseut la barbarie jusqu’a faire fusilier 
le malheureux qui restornit chcz lui; femmes, enfans, vieillards, tout fuit Enfin 
on no pent trouver nulle part un guide. Nos soldats trouvent des pommes de 
terre, et d’autres legumes; ils sont fort contents, et ne respirent qu’apres le mo¬ 
ment de rencontrcr l’ennemi. 

• Les marches nous ont fort pen donne de malades. 

‘ Je suis, &c., 

Le Marechal Prince d’Kssiiing, 
Commandant en Chefde I’Armee de Portugal, 
‘ Massena.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

, ‘ Convent- of BusaCo, 

* My bear Hill, r 2‘Ind September, 1810, half-past"8 p.m. 

‘ The enemy have appeared upon the Criz in force, and 
have crossed that river apparently with the intention of re¬ 
pairing the bridge for the passage of their army.. We have 
our advanced guard still at Mortagoa; General Leith’s, 
General Ficton’s, and Genetal Colons divisions jn the Serra 
de Busaco; t and General Spenc‘er, with his own division and 
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two Portuguese brigades, at Mealhada. The British cavalry 
is also in front at Mortagoa. 

‘ The enemy have this day made some demonstrations of 
an intention to recross the Mondego. The French are not in 
the habit of separating their forces much ; and I do not entirely 
credit this report, but still the movement which they have 
made must be attended to. 

‘ We have a detachment of cavalry under Lieut. Cordemann, 
of the 1st hussars, K.G.L., on the left bank of the Mondego, 
near Sampayo, who reports that this day several parties of the 
enemy appeared on that side of the river. These parties cer- ' 
tainly belong to llegnier’s corps ; and 1 wish you to make the 
arrangements as follows, to be prepared for any event that 
may occur. 

‘ First; to send a regiment of cavalry to Moita, about nine 
miles in front of Ponte da Murcella; and to have small piquets 
of cavalry on all fords of the Mondego from Foz Da5 to Foz 
d’Alva. 

‘ Secondly; to have strong piquets of Colonel Le Coris 
infantry at Ponte da Murcella and Ponte de Val d’Espino on 
the Alva; and to be prepared to spring the mines in these 
bridges if the enemy should advance. 

‘ Thirdly; to have small piquets on the Serras to com¬ 
municate between these and .your cantonments or camp in the 
rear. 

‘ Fourthly ; if the enemy should cross the Mondego in 
force, you must make the disposition of your force as follows. 

‘ Colonel.Le Cor’s division at Arganil. The cavalry in the 
open ground between Arganil and the Alva. General Hamil¬ 
ton’s Portuguese division on the Serra of Saboga, and keeping 
the communication with Le Cor. The 2nd division of the 
British infantry on the Serra da Murcella. 

‘ The infantry need not go on the Serras till the piquets in 
front of them shall be attacked, but the*comm unication between 
the Serra de Saboga. ant^ Arganil must be effectually provided 
for; and Arganil, if the enemy attacks that point with his 
whole force, must be supported by tfee whole «f yours. 

‘ Fifthly ; in order to provide for the most probable event, 
viz., the attack by tne ^nemy’s «three corps on this point and 
the Serra between this and the Mondego, with the exception 
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of the cavalry and the piquets mentioned in the 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd instances, you will have your whole force in readiness to 
mov£ by its left, at a short notice, across the Mondego at the 
Barca de Pena Cova, and thence to this place. Upon this 
point of preparation orders will be sent to you, as well as for 
the momentary disposition of your corps; but if I should have 
occasion to call you here, I shall send an officer with the order, 
who will be able to show you the road. I shall go over to see 
you, if I can venture from this point so long. In the mean 
time, 

* Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut. General Hill. ‘ Wellington. 

‘ Send any sick you may have to the Barca dc Pena Cova, 
where there will be boats to take them to Coimbra. Let 

somebody, however, first inquire whether the boats are there.’ 

«* 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Han. 
Henry WeUesley. 

‘ Mv dear Henry, ‘ Convent of Busaco, 22nd Sept., 1810. 

‘ I enclose my dispatch to Lord Liverpool of the day before 
yesterday. There has been no alteration since. 

* The enemy have not passed the Criz, and are all on this 
side of the Mondego. I am in-a capital position, but I fear 
it may be turned by its left. Its right is quite secure; and I 
have always the retreat open on Coimbra. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley .’ ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Commander in Chief 
of the French Army (Marshal Massena, Prince dEssling). 

, * Au Qtiartier General de l'Armee Anglaise, 

* Monsieur le Marechal, ce 24 Septembre, 1810. 

t •’ 

‘ J’ai eu I'honnour de recevoir la lettre que votre Excellence 
m’a adresse le 14 de ce mois. 

* Ce que vous appelez “ des paysans sans k uniforme,” “des 
assassins et des l volei}rs de grand chemin,” sont l’Ordenanza 
du pays, qui, comme j’ai deja eu l’honneur de vous assurer, 
sont des corps militaires comnland6s par deg off tiers, pqyes et 
agissant sous leg lois militaires. 51 parait que vous exigez que 
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ceux qui jouiront des droits de la guerre soieut revfitus d’uu 
uniforme; inais vous devez vous souvenir que vous-»i6meavez 
augmente la gloire de l’arniee Fran<;aise cn commandant des 
soldats qui n’avaient pas d’uniforrnc. 

* Vous vous plaignez de la conduite de l’Ordenanza a Nave 
d’Aver envers M. le Colonel Pavetti. La question est seule- 
ment si un pays qui est envahi par un eiinemi formidable a le 
droit de se defend re par tous les moyens en son pouvoir. Si 
ee droit existe, le Portugal est justilie en mettaut en activite 
l’Ordenanza, un corps reconnu et organise par les anciennes 
lois du pays. Je peux assurer votre Excellence que l’Orde- 
nauza de Nave d’Aver a bien traite M. le Colonel Pavetti, et 
il aurait et<5 puni s’il 1’avait maltraite. Je voudrais n’avoir 
pas entendu que malgre que cet oilicier fut aussi bien traitfe 
et par le Capitaine de l'Ordenanza et par moi, la maison du 
Capitaine de l’Ordenanza a Nave d’Aver avait ete bruise, et 
que quclques tins de sa compagnie out 6t6 pris et fusillfcs 
parcequ’ils avaient fait leur devoir envers leur pays. 

‘ Je suis fache que votre Excellence sent.quelques incon¬ 
veniens personnels de ce que les Portugais quittent leurs foyers 
a l’approche de l’arm6e Franqaise. II est de mon devoir de 
faire retirer ceux que je n’ai pas les moyens de ddfendre ; et 
j’observe que les ordres que j'ai donnfe la-dessus n’etaient 
presque pas necessaires. Car ceux qui sc ressouvenaient de 
l'invasion de leur pays en 1807, et de 1’usurpation du Gou- 
vernement de leur Prince en terns de paix, quand il n’y avait 
pas' un soul Anglais dans le pays, # pouvaient a peine croire 
aux declarations que vous faites la guerre aux Anglais seuls; 
et ils pouvaient a peine trouver la conduite des soldats de 
l’armee Franqaise, m£me sous vos ordres, envers leurs proprie- 
tes, leurs femmes et eux-m£mes, conformes aux declarations 
de votre Excellence. u 

* Il n’est pas etonnant done qu’ils quittent leurs foyers vo- 
lontairement, brfilant et detruisant tdbt ce qu’ils ne peuvent 
pas emporter; et je n’ai^nulle excuse a offrir pour l’encourage- 
ment que je leu» en donne, except** pour les inconveniens per¬ 
sonnels qu’ils peuvent causer a votre # Excellence. 

‘ Votre - Excellence a ete mal informee sur l’affaire de la 
milice^ ci-devant partiejde la garnison d’Almeida, Avant de 
vous plaintire de l’infractioa de la capitulation d’Almeida, 



440 


PORTUGAL. 


1810. 


votrc Excellence aurait du se ressouvenir qu’elle a ete violte 
aussitdt que signfee. Votre Excellence s'est engagee que les 
officiers et soldats de la milicc retourneraient chez eux; et 
malgre cet engagement, vousi en avez detenu 7 officiers et 200 
soldats de chaque regiment, pour en faire tin corps de pioniers. 
La capitulation d’Almeida est done nulle, et je suis en droit 
d’en faire ce que je voudrais. Mais je puis vous assurer qu’il 
n’y a pas un soldat de la miliee qui 6tait a Almeida, au service. 

‘ J’ai l’honneur d’etre, &c. 

‘ d son Excellence ^Wellington. 

le Commandant en Chef.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ Busaco, 24th September, 1810, 

‘ I was not able to go to you as 1 intended. 1 think it 
would be desirable to place the whole of Fane’s cavalry upon 
the *Serra de Moita, keeping piquets upon the fords of the 
Mondego between Foz I)a5 and Foz d’Aiva. The enemy 
were yesterday enquiring the road to Galizes, &c. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
B. Craufurd. 

‘ Convent of Busaco, 24th Sept., 1810. 

‘ My dear General, 8 p.m. 

‘ 1 have a letter from Waters of yesterday from the Serra 
de Caramula, in which he says that the enemy’s plundering 
parties are in the Serra, but they retire from it in the evening. 

‘ I have desired General Leith to get some Portuguese dra¬ 
goons to be stationed in his front at Gondalem, near the Barca 
de Cerco, but you had better send a small party there this day. 
Sir Stapleton will take care of'the Serra on your left. 

‘You will make a handsome retreat from,your present 
situation if you are only prepared in time. Indeed I be'lieve 
it would now be time to place the .different corps of your* 
division, and Pack’s brigade, en echelon, on'the two sides 6f 
the road, from fne entrance of the heights to the village where 
you have your quarters. 

«> Believe me, kq. 

1 Brig. Gen. R. Craiifur ‘Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Busaco, 24th September, 1810. 

1 1 have received your letter', of the 17th and 19th. 1 

concur in the queries which you have made to the Admiral 
respecting the tonnage in the harbour. 

‘ However, unless some terrible accident happen, or unless 
the French raise the siege of Cadiz, l hope then; will be no 
occasion to embark this winter. The French advanced guard 
is on this side the Criz, ours at the bottom of this Serra; 
their whole army Ubtwecn the Criz and Tondella, or Viseu at < 
farthest; ours upon this Serra, or that of Murcella. We are 
in an excellent position, indeed one which cannot easily be 
attacked in front; and if they wait another day or two, (hey 
will be unable to turn it on the only vulnerable point. I shall 
do every thing in my power to stop the enemy here. If I 
cannot do it here, I shall still try to stop him at Coimbra. 
The army is in good spirits, and all going on well. I beg 
you will transmit the French prisoners taken by the Spaniards 
to England. 

‘ Believe me, &e. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq.' ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount ft ellington, K.B., to C. Sl.uart, Esq. 

' My dear Sir, *' Convent of Busaco, 27th Sept., 1810. 

‘ We have been engaged with the enemy for the last three 
days, and l think we shall be attacked again to-morrow ; as I 
understand they must carry our position, on which, however, 
they have as yet made no impression, or starve. Our loss has 
been trifling; that of the British troops about 300 men; that of 
the Portuguese, who have conducted themselves remarkably 
well in several brisk attacks, rather greater; the loss of the 
French must have been very large indeed, and’we hear from 
deserters that they are much discouraged. Our position is an 
excellent one, and it is certainly no easy task to carry it; but I 
think they will ipake another trial. 

‘Pray detain the packet till the result <jf the action is 
known 

* Believe me, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq, ‘Wellington. 
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‘ Be so kind as to tell the Admiral that 1 saw his son this 
day, after the action, in which General Leith’s corps were 
engaged, and that he was quite well.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General Leith, 
and to Lieut. General Bill. 

■ ‘ Busaco, 28th September, 1810, 8 A.M. 

‘ Have y6u had any patrole out to the front of your right, 
towards Gondalem, or beyond Carvalho Velhp? 

‘ Has General Hill any intelligence fropi the left bank of 
the Mondego ? 

Wellington.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B ., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘Busaco,28th September, 1810, 

‘ My dear Hill, half-past 10 a.m. 

‘ Send to Le Cor, and desire him to have at least a battalion 
and two guns on the northern extremity of the Serra da Mur- 
eella, in order to defend the right flank of the post of N a S“ 
del Monte. 

‘ Let Fane watch well the movements of the enemy’s left, 
and give me the earliest intelligence of them. Foz d’Alva is a 
very important point. 

‘ Belifcvc me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill. 4 Wellington. 

' ‘ 28th September, quarter before 6 p.m 

* Observe the enemy upon the right, and if there is no at¬ 
tack directed upon that side, close the British infantry to the 
right.’ 

Lieut. Genera,l Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My dear Hill, , ‘ Fornos, 2!)th September, 1810. 

‘ It appears that the enemy withdrew last, night from their 
position in front of the Serra; but we do not yet know which way® 
they have marched, after passing the hills between the Serra and 
Mortagoa. Ou:* cavalry Have not seen them on the road from 
Mortagoa to SardaS; nor are they seen passing the road which 
leads to the’rear from the Criz. It is'possible, thtvefore, that 
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they may be about to cross the Mondego, and endeavor to 
force your right. 

* Give me the earliest intelligence of any movement of this 
description. Let Fane occupy the Serra de Moita with' his 
cavalry, and show himself upon the Mondego, and well for¬ 
ward iu the valley. 

‘ If you should find that the enemy cross the Mondego, 
send Le Cor immediately to Arganil, and depend upon my 
being with you, with the whole army, in a few hours. 

‘ If they try our left instead of our right, I shall give you 
instructions for movements corresponding with ours. 

‘ General Craufurd is still upon the Serra; General Cole 
and General Spencer near this place; Generals Leith and Pic- 
ton between this and the Mondego. 

* Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill. ‘ Wellington. 

‘ P- S. Since writing the above, I have received accounts 
which induce me to believe that the enem^ have moved to 
our left.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Staj'leton Cotton, Bart. 

‘ Fornos, 29tli September, 1810. 
‘ Mv dear Cotton, quarter past 3 p.m. 

‘•If the enemy should advance upqn you in force, you must 
retire from Mealhada. 

‘ General "Cole is with his division at Carqueijo, about a mile 
and a half in from of this, where I wish you to go if you should 
retire. Craufurd will be at BotaS this night. 

‘ I propose that you should fall back in the morning, ac¬ 
cording to your former instructions from the Quartermaster 
General. 

‘ Send off' your baggage early. 

‘ Believe me, &e. 

‘ Lieut. General ‘ \Vellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral the Hon. 

G. Berkeley. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Coimbra, 30th September, 1810. 

‘ I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 24th instant, with the proposal to land the regiments 
which may arrive from England at the mouth of the Mondego. 
1 am much obliged to you for the suggestion, but 1 wish all 
ships with ’troops to proceed to the Tagus. 

( ‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

■ Vice Admiral ‘ Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ Mv Loro, ‘ Coimbra, 30th September, 1810. 

‘ While the enemy was advancing from Celorico and Tran- 
coso, upon Viscu, the different divisions of militia and orde- 
nanza were employed upon their flanks and’rear; and Colonel 
Trant with his division attacked the escort of the military 
chest and reserve artillery near Tojal, on the 20th instant. 
He took 2 officers and 800 prisoners, but the enemy collected 
a force from the front and rear, which obliged him to retire 
again towards the Douro. I understand that the enemy’s 
communication is completely cut off, and he possesses only the 
ground upon which his army stands. 

• My dispatch of the 20th instant will have informed you of 
the measures which I had adopted and which were in progress 
to collect the army in this neighbourhood, and, if possible, to 
prevent the enemy from obtaining possession of this town. 

‘ On the 21st the enemy’s advanced guard pushed on to S u 
CombadaS, at the junction of the rivers Criz and Dab; and 
Brigadier General Patik retired across the former and joined 
Brigadier General Craufurd at > Mortagoa, having destroyed 
t he bridges over those t.vo rivers. 

• The enemy’s advanced guard crossed She Criz, having 

repaired the bridge, on the 23rd, and the whole of the 6th * 
corps was collected on the other side of the river. 1 therefore 
withdrew the cavalry through the Berra de Busaccf, with the 
exception of three squadrons, ,as the ground was unfavorable 
for the operation of that arm. , " 

• On the 25d>, the whole of the 6th ’ and of the 2nd corps 



1810. 


COIMBRA. 


445 


crossed the Criz in the neighbourhood of S ta Combadad; and 
Brigadier General Pack’s brigade and Brigadier General Crau- 
furd’s division retired to the position which I had fixed upon 
for the army on the top of the Serra de Busaco. These troops 
were followed in this movement by the whole of the corps of 
Ney and Regnier (the 6th and the 2nd) ; but it was conducted 
by Brigadier General Craufurd with great regularity, and the 
troops took their position without sustaining any loss of im- 
jKirtance. 

‘ The 4th Portuguese Cac; adores, which had retired on the 
right of the other troops, and the piquets of the 3rd division of* 
infantry, which were posted at S* Antonio de Cantaro, under 
Major Smyth of the 45th regiment, were engaged with the 
advance of llegnier’s corps in the afternoon, and the former 
showed that steadiness and gallantry which others of the Por¬ 
tuguese troops have since manifested. 

‘The Serra de Busaco is a high ridge which extends‘from 
the Mondego in a northerly direction about eight miles. At 
tl»e highest point of the ridge, about two miWs from its termi¬ 
nation, is the convent and garden of Busaco. The Serra de 
Busaco is connected by a mountainous tract of country with 
the Serra de Caramula, which extends in a north easterly direc¬ 
tion beyond Viseu, and separates the valley of the Mondego 
from the valley of the Doure. On the left of the Mondego, 
nearly in a line with the Serra de Busaco, is another ridge of 
th<j same description, called the Serra da Mureella, covered by 
the river Alva, and connected by otlfer mountainous parts with 
the Serra d’Estrella. 

‘ All the road.s to Coimbra from the eastward lead over the 
one or the other of these Serras. They are very difficult for 
the passage of an army, the approach^ to the top of the ridge 
on both sides being mountainous. 

‘ As the epemy’s whole army was on the right of the Mon- 
degf>, and it was evident that he intended to force our position, 
Lieut. General flill crossed that river by a short movement to 
his left, o a the tnorning of the 26th, leaving Colonel Le Cor 
with his brigade on the Serra da Mureella, Ho cover the right 
of the" army, and Brigadier General Fane, with his division of 
Portuguese c&valry anc^ the 13eh light dragoons, i« front of the 
Alva, to observe and check the movemeflt^'of the enemy’s 
cavalry on.tb# Mondego. 
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‘ With this exception, the whole army was collected upon 
the Serra de Busaco, with the British cavalry observing the 
plaip in the rear of its left, and the road leading from Mor- 
tagoa to Oporto, through the mountainous tract which connects 
the Serra de Busaco with the Serra de Caramula. 

‘ The 8th corps joined the enemy in our front on the 26th, 
but he. did not make any serious attack on that day. The 
light troop^ on both sides were engaged throughout the line. 

‘ At 6 in the morping of the 27th, the enemy made two 
desperate attacks upon our position, the ope on the right, the 
other on the Jeft of the highest part of the Serra. The attack 
upon the right was made by two divisions of the 2nd corps, on 
that part of the Serra occupied by the 3rd division of infantry. 
One division of French infantry arrived at the top of the ridge, 
where it was attacked in the most gallant manner by the 88th 
regiment, under the command of Lieut. Colonel Wallace, the 
46th; under the command of Lieut. Colpnel the Hon. It. 
Meade, and by the 8th Portuguese regiment, under the com¬ 
mand of Lieut. <Colonel Douglas, directed by Major General 
Picton. These three corps advanced with the bayonet and 
drove the enemy's division from the advantageous ground 
which they had obtained. The other division of the 2nd corps 
attacked further on the right, by the road leading by S* An¬ 
tonio de Cantaro, also in front • of Major General Picton’s 
division. These were repulsed, before they could reach the 
top of the ridge, by the 74th, under the command of Lieut. 
Colonel the Hon. 1L Trench, and the brigade of Portuguese 
infantry of the 9th and 21st regiments, under the com¬ 
mand of Colonel Champelmond, directed by. Colonel Mackin- 
non. Major General Leith also moved to his left to the 
support of Major General Picton, and aided in the defeat of 
the enemy by jhe 3rd battalioh of Royals, the 1st battalion of 
the 9th, and the 2nd battalion of the 38th regiments. In these 
attacks Major Generals "Leith and Picton, Colonels Mackin- 
non and Champelmond, of the Portuguese service, who was.) 
wounded, Lieut. Colonel Wallace, Lieut. Colonel the Hon. 
R. Meade, Lieut. Colonel Sutton,, of the 9th Portuguese, 
Major Smyth of the 45th, who was afterwards killed, Lieu,t. 
Colonel Douglas, and Major Birmingham,, of ’the 8th, Por¬ 
tuguese regiment, distinguished themselves. 

* Major General Picton reports the good condr.ct, of the 9th 
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and 21st Portuguese regiments, commanded by Lieut. Colonel 
Sutton and Lieut. Colonel A. Bacellar, and of the Portu¬ 
guese artillery, under the command of Major Arentschildt, I 
have also to mention in a particular manner the conduct of 
Captain Dansey of the 88th. 

‘ Major General Leith reports the good conduct of the 
Royals, 1st battalion, and 9th, and 2nd battalion of the 38th 
regiments; and I beg to assure your Lordship that I have 
never witnessed a more gallant attack than that made by the 
88th, 45th, and 8th Portuguese regiments, on the enemy’s 
division which had reached the ridge of the Serra. 

‘ On the left the enemy attacked with three divisions of in¬ 
fantry of the 6th corps, on the part of the Serra occupied by 
the light division of infantry commanded by Brigadier General 
Craufurd, and by the brigade of Portuguese infantry com¬ 
manded by Brigadier General Pack. 

‘ One division of infantry only made any progress td the 
top of the hill, and they were immediately charged with the 
bayonet by Brigadier General Craufurd, with the 43rd, 52nd, 
and 95th, and the 3rd Portuguese Cacadofes, and driven down 
with immense loss. 

‘ Brigadier General Coleman’s brigade of Portuguese in¬ 
fantry, which was in reserve, was moved up to the right of 
Brigadier General Craufurd’* division, and a battalion of the 
19th Portuguese regiment, under the command of Lieut. Colo¬ 
nel. Mac Bean, made a gallant and successful charge upon a 
body of another division of the enemy, which was endeavor¬ 
ing to penetrate in that quarter. 

‘ In this attack. Brigadier General Craufurd, Lieut. Colo¬ 
nels Beckwith, of the 95th, and Barclay, of the 52nd, and 
the Commanding Officers of the regiments, distinguished them¬ 
selves. 

• 

‘ Besides these attacks, the light troops of the two armies 
were engaged throughout the 27th; and the 4th Portuguese 
.Caqadores, and the 1st %nd 16th regiments, directed by Briga¬ 
dier General Pack,- and commanded by Lieut. Colonel Hill, 
Lieut. Colonel Luis de Regoa, and .Major Awhstrong, showed 
great steadiness and gallantry. 

‘ I he loss sustained by the enemy in his attackof the 27th 
has been enormous. I understand that the.Generals of Di¬ 
vision, Merle. Loison, and Maucune are wounded, and Gene- 
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ral Simon was taken prisoner by the 52nd regiment; and 3 
Colonels, — officers, and 250 men. 

‘ The enemy left 2000 kiljed upon the field of battle, and 
I understand from the prisoners and deserters that the loss in 
wounded is immense. 

‘ The enemy .did not renew his attack, excepting by the fire 
of his light troops on the 28th ; but he moved a large body of 
infantry and cavalry from the left of his centre to the rear, 
from whence I saw this cavalry in march on the road from 
Mortagoa over the mountains towards Oporto. 

‘ Having thought it probable that he would endeavor to 
turn our left by that road, I had directed Colonel Trant, with 
his division of militia, to march to SardaO, with the intention- 
that he should occupy the mountains, but unfortunately he 
was sent round by Oporto, by the General Officer commanding 
in the north, in consequence of a small detachment of the 
enem'y being in possession of S. Pedro do Sul; and, notwith¬ 
standing the efforts which he made to arrive in time, he did 
not reach SardaS till the 28th at night, after the enemy were 
in possession of the ground. 

‘ As it was probable that, in the course of the night of the 
28th, the enemy would throw the whole of his army upon the 
road, by which he could avoid the Serra de Busaco and reach 
Coimbra by the high road of Oporto, and thus the army would 
have been exposed to be cut off’ from that town, or to a general 
action in less favorable ground, and as 1 had reinforcements, in 
my rear, 1 was induced to withdraw from the Serra de Busaco. 

‘ The enemy did break up in the mountains at. eleven at 
night of the 28th, and he made the march f expected. His 
advanced guard was at Avelans, on the road from Oporto to 
Coimbra, yesterday, and the whole army was seen in march 
through the mountains. Thai under my command, however, 
was already in the low country, between the Serra de Busaco 
and the sea; and the wllqle of it, with the exception of 1 the 
advanced guard, is this day on the left of the" Mondego. 

* Although, from the unfortunate eircumstafnce of the delay 
of Colonel Tratftls arrival at Sarda5„ I am apprehensive that I 
shall not succeed in effecting the object which 1 had in view in 
passing the Mondego and in oceupying 0 the Serra,'de Buspco, I 
do not repent 'my having done so. /This movement has 
afforded me a favorable opportunity of showing the .enemy the 
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description of troops' of which this army is composed ; it has 
brought the Portuguese levies into action with the enemy for 
the first time in an advantageous situation ; and they have 
proved that the trouble which has been taken with them has 
not been thrown away, and that they are worthy of contending 
in the same ranks "with British troops in this interesting cause, 
which they afibrd the best hopes of saving. 

* Throughout the contest on the Serra, and in all the pre¬ 
vious marches, ard those which we have since made, the whdte 
army have conducted themselves in the most regular manner. 
Accordingly all the operations have been carried on with ease; 
the soldiers have suffered no privations, have undergone no 
unnecessary fatigue, there has been no loss of stores, and the 
army is in the highest spirits. 

‘ I have received throughout the service the greatest assist¬ 
ance from the General and Staff* Officers. Lieut. General Sir 
Brent Spencer has given the assistance his experience enables 
him to afford me ; and I am particularly indebted to the Ad¬ 
jutant and the Quarter Master General, anfl the officers of 
their departments, and to Lieut. Colonel Bathurst, and the 
officers of my personal staff; to Major General Howorth and 
the artillery, and particularly to Lieut. Colonel Fletcher, 
Captain Chapman, and tlu* officers of the Royal Engineers. I 
must likewise mention Mr. Kennedy, and the officers of the 
Commissariat, which department has been carried on most 
sucoessfullv. 

* I should not do justice to the service, or to my own feel¬ 
ings, if* I did not take this opportunity of drawing your Lord¬ 
ship’s attention ter the merits of Marshal Beresford. To him 
exclusively, under the Portuguese Government, is due the 
merit of having raised, formed, disciplined, and equipped the 
Portuguese army, which has now shown itself capable of en¬ 
gaging and defeating the enemy. , 

* I have besides received from him all the assistance which 
his experience and abilities, and his knowledge of this country 
have qualified him to afford me. 

‘ The enemy have made' no movement in Estremadura, or 
in the northern provinces, since I addressed your Lordship 
last. 

‘ My last recounts from Cacliz are of the 9th. yistant. 

VOL. VI. • '?■ 2 G_ 
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* I enclose a return of the killed and wounded of the allied 
armies in the course of the 25th, 26th, 27th, and 28th. 

**1 send this dispatch by cry aide de camp, Captain Burgh *, 
to whom I beg to refer your Lordship for any further details, 
and I recommend him to your Lordship’s notice. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Earl nf Liverpool.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscouni Wellington, K?B., to the 
Marquis de la Romana. * 

i * a. Coimbra, ce 30 Scptembre, 1810. 
‘ Mon cher Monsieur le Marquis, 

‘ Alava ou O’Lalor vous aura appris ce qui s'est passe de 
ce cote ci ces derniers jours; et je vous enverrai demain la 
copie de ma lettre au Gouverncment. L’ennemi a fait une 
per^e immense. Lcs troupes se sont bien conduits, et notre 
pcrte n’est pas grande; je n’ai aucun doute sur les resultats 
de cette campagne. 

‘ J’ai cnvoye au Commissaire Anglais a Estrcmoz pour 
pourvoir a la subsistance de votre corps quand vous entrerez 
en Portugal. 11 est pourvu d’argent pour vous douner 
80,000 piastres, et de 8000 paires de souliers. 

‘ Je vous envoie une lettre a sc/n adresse, que je vous prie 
de lui envoyer quand vous entferez en Portugal pour vous 
mettre en co-operation avee nous. Je vous prie de faire les 
arrangemens qui suivent pour regier cette affaire. 

‘ 1. Toute subsistance qui sera prise par les troupes Espa- 
gnoles en Portugal passera par les mains du Commissaire An¬ 
glais. 

‘ 2. Lcs Commissaires dc Guerre Espagnols, attaches aux 
troupes Espagnoles, .donneront des requisitions et reejus au 
Commissaire* Anglais pour tout ce qu’ifs reccvront pour les 
troupes. , 

‘3. La ration pour des troupes Espagnoles sera la meme 
comme celle des troupes Anglaises, viz., une livre et demie de 
pain, ou une ljvre de biscuit et une livre de’viande par jour. 
Pour les chevaux IP livles d’avoiiie et 10 livres de fqin ou de 
paille. 

* 4. Le’Gopvcrnemcnt payera, a l’dh-angemeiit £nal des deux 
nations, pour niiaque ration pour homme ou ckeval le meme 

* Lord Downes, K.C.B. 
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quo paye le gouverncment Portugais, selon rarrangemcnt fait 
par moi en Juin, 1809, quand les troupes Portugaises re<;e- 
vaient des provisions du Commissaire Anglais. '■ 

* Je vous prie d’etablir la bonne discipline dans votre armee, 
sans laquellc, soyez sur quo nos troupes inanqucront de sub- 
sistance dans cc pays ci, malgre tons nos arrangemens. Menez 
avee vous seulement les Officiers Generaux ct tie l’Etat Major 
qui vous seront necessaires. Je serai prepare a vous donner 
ties transports pour 10,000 *'■ aunts, en cas tpie, tnalgre nton 
attente, nous soy on? obliges tie nous embarquer. 

‘ Ees trois corps qui sent ici sont toujours diablement forts, 
malgre lours pertes; mais je no suis pas trop stir qu’ils ne 
s’avancent pas tout tie suite. S’ils le font, je vous appelerai ;i 
moil secours, et je vous prie d'etre prepare a marcher. Je 
vous prie tie venir par Elvas, 3 lieues ; Estremoz, G lieucs; 
Arrayolas, G lieues ; Monte Mor d Novo, 3 lieues; Vendas 
Novas, 3'. lieues: l’egoes, 3.J lieues; Aldca Galega, 5 lieues, 
oil vous trouverez ties barques pour vous embarquer, pour vous 
joindre it la droile do nos positions. On sera prepare a vous 
donner ties provisions pour 10,000 homines, et 1G0 ebevaux 
sur[cette route. 

‘ Agreez, &c. 

‘ La Marquis de la Romano. ‘ Wellington. 

c 

‘ Le Marechal Beresford a ecrit au General Leite pour 
Petnpeclicr de demander les deux escatlrons de cavalerie.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.ll., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

4 Ml' dear Sir, ‘ Coimbra, 30th September, 1810. 

4 You will receive herewith a copy of» my dispatch contain¬ 
ing an account of our operations to this day, and you may 
now allow the packet to sail when you like. 

4 I am quite certain the French will not get Portugal this 
winter, unless they receive a very large reinforcement indeed. 
It is probable that they will not succeed, eveti in that case. 
But if they should, and it should be? neaessary.to embark the 
Portuguese troops, I must protest against their embarking in 
boats, or in any vessels excepting those of the same*description 
as those in which the British army are to be erqjjarked. 

4 The^Gcveftiment shall have transports to send tq the Cape 

2 g 2 
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tie Verd Islands for horses; but let us wait a little to see the 
result of what is now going on. 

f Believe me, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq.' * Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to General 
Sir D. Dundas, K.B., Commander in Chief. 

‘Sir, ‘ Coimbra, 30tli September, 1810. 

‘ I have the satisfaction of eifitiosing a copy of my dispatch 
of this date to the Earl of Liverpool, containing an account 
of the good conduct of the troops under my command, and 
most particularly of their gallantry in the action of the 27th. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

* The. Com. in Chief.' * Wellington. 


'Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Captain Daniel, 
H.M. Ship Jasper, commanding off Figueira. 

‘ Sia, ‘ Coimbra, 30th September, 1810. 

‘ 1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 29th, and I shall be obliged to you to order all ships 
having on board troops and stores, to proceed to the Tagus. 

‘ 1 have thelionor to be, &c. 

• Capl . Daniel , H.M.S. Jasper .' ‘ ‘Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscoupf Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

‘ Pombal, 2nd"October, 1810, 

‘ Mv dear Cotton, lulf-past 10 a m. 

* I received your note as 1 was leaving Itedinha, and I am 
sorry to learn that you sustained a loss yesterday. I saw 
Krauchenberg on the road, and he was tolerably well. 

‘ Murray has conveyed to you your instructions for this day, 
and I have nothing to add to them. Craufjird is by this time 
at Redinha, where he will halt for same time ; and you might 
as well communicate with him. He will be here this after¬ 
noon. 

‘ I move my head quarters to Leyria this evening; but I 
shall stay here for two or three hour*', to see hbw,things go on 
in front. 

* Mellish left Coimbra yesterday evening. did not see 
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any guns. One of Junot’s divisions of infantry had passed at 
Coimbra, and was on the road between Coimbra and Condeixa; 
one brigade about half way, the other near Coimbra. Some 
cavalry had passed by the ford. From all this it would appear 
that the enemy are not in a situation to annoy us much this 
day. 

‘Junot’s corps being the right of the army, there can be 
nothing, excepting some of his cavalry, on our left. 

‘ There are 10,000 lbs. of Indian corn and barley here, in 
twenty cars, belonging to the Portuguese army. If you want 
it, send the enclosed order to this place to a serjeant of the • 
15th Portuguese regiment, who is in charge of the corn, and 
it will be delivered to you. If you should not want it, send 
an order to the serjeant to march on. 

‘ There are likewise here 0000 rations of straw, if you should 
want any. 

‘ Believe me. &c. 

' Lieut. General ‘ WnLLINBTON. 

Sir S. Cut tun, Hart. 

‘ Since writing the above, 1 have heard that there are here 
5000 rations of Indian corn for the cavalry, so that you will 
not want that which the Portuguese serjeant has; and 1 have 
ordered it to Thomar.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the lion. 

• A. Cochrane Johnstone. 

‘Sir, ‘ Leyria, 3rd October, 1810. 

‘ I have "had the honor of receiving your letters to the 26th 
September, for all of which I am much obliged to you. 

‘ It is very desirable that some arrangement should be 
adopted to give the Spanish .nation *an army. They have 
certainly nothing in the shape of one at present; and they 
must have the aid of Great Britain, hath in officers and equip¬ 
ments, in order to be enabled to forrft one. 

‘ It is not in $ny power, however, to give the aid of the for¬ 
mer from this army, as I have supplied the Portuguese army 
with officers almost exclusively from the regiments in this 
country; and.thcre remains witji each barely a sufficient num¬ 
ber to dovthe difty, and certainly not enough to* provide for 
the casualties of the service. 
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‘ It would not answer to hold out hopes of a description of 
assistance which it is not in my power to give; and therefore 
I sh^ll be obliged to you if you will acquaint the Marquis de 
la liomana with my ideas up/>n this part of the subject. 

‘ Money to pay and provide for the troops is equally neces¬ 
sary with arms, and equipments, and discipline. It is impos¬ 
sible to .expect that any people will submit to military discipline, 
or will do What is required of them as soldiers, if they are 
neither fed, nor clothed, nor paid ; or that fqod, raiment, and 
pay for the troops can be provided for without the advance of 
money by the State. The mode of procuring this money is, 
however, purely a Spanish question, with which I can have 
nothing to do, although I think it probable that the Spanish 
Government would be happy to avail themselves of some mode 
of the description suggested by you. 

‘ Adverting to the situation of Spain relatively to the 
Colonies, it might be doubted whether individuals would be 
found to advance their money in England, on the credit of the 
bills to be drawn by the Regency on the Government of 
Mexico, even at the advantageous rate proposed; but this is 
a question for the consideration of the Spanish Government on 
one side, and the individuals on the other, with which I can 
have no concern. 

* The arrangement of this concern, however, in the manner 

proposed, would affect the situation of the British army. We 
draw a very large proportion of our supplies of specie from 
Cadiz, where it is procured by bills upon the Treasury, regu¬ 
lated by Mr. Duff. There must of course be a limit to the 
sums to be procured in this manner at Cadiz ; and it is ob¬ 
vious that if the Spanish Government are to have £600,000 
out of the money to bejprocured at Cadiz for bills of exchange 
upon Engl ami, that sum of money will be minus in the military 
chest of this army. 0 

• I am so convinced of the truth of this proposition, and have 
stated it so frequently to the King’s .Government, and to the* 
King’s Minister at Cadiz, that I could not with propriety 
now recommend,the adoption of any, measure to procure funds 
for the payment of the Spanish armies, which should interfere 
with those funds allotted for the British arpiy, without .which 
the contest could piot continue lotig. 
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‘ I recommend to you, however, to bring the whole subject 
under the consideration of Mr. Wellesley at Cadiz, who will 
certainly give it every attention in his power, and be happy to 
attend to your suggestions. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Hon. A. C. Johnstone.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ My i) ha it Sir, ‘ J-“yria, 3rd October, 1810. 

‘ I have received* your letter of the 29th September; and , 
although I could not save Coimbra, I have very little doubt 
of being able to hold this country against the force which has 
now attacked it. 

1 There will be a breeze near Lisbon, but I hope wc shall 
have the best of it. 

‘ In respect to money from Cadiz, the Government .have 
sent out Mr. Drummond for the special purpose of inquiring 
what could be done to increase our funds, and I cannot inter¬ 
fere with him. 1 am induced to believe that Duff' got as 
much money as can be procured, and 1 should be anxious not 
to take the business out of his hands. But, as 1 said before, 
it is Mr. Drummond’s business to enquire; and if the result 
of his enquiry should be that the funds can be increased by 
any new inode of proceeding, 1 shall not be found wedded to 
that upon which we have acted hitherto. 

‘ Bcliev*: me, &e. 

‘ Vice Admiral ‘Wellington. 

the Hon. t». Berkeley.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 

Henry Wellesley 

‘ Si a, ‘ Lcyria, 3rd October, 1810. 

‘ J transmit by Colonel O’Lalor the copy of a dispatch to 
the Secretary of State, containing an account of the recent 
operations of tlje army‘under my command, which I request 
you to lay before the Regency'of Spain. 

‘ Colon el O’Lalor has been employed by Ihe Spanish Go¬ 
vernment with this army sincq the month of June, 1809, and 
recently ii the same commission with Colonel A'&va. 1 have 
had everv reason to Le satisfied with both theruofficers. They 
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were both with me during the late operations of the army; 
and as they are perfectly acquainted with all that passed. 
Colonel O’Lalor will he able to give the Regency any further 
details they may be desiroifc of having, for which reason I 
send this dispatch by him. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Rt. lion. II. Wellesley.' * Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to the Right Hon. 

Henry ¥)%ilesley. 

I' 

* My DEAR Henry, ‘ Leyria, 3rd October, 1810. 

‘ I have but little to add to the intelligence contained in the 
dispatch which Colonel O'Lalor will give you with this. I 
withdrew our advanced guard to this side of the Mondego on 
Sunday, and the enemy took possession of Coimbra. 

‘ They have since crossed the Mondego, but not in great 
strength. The allied army is behind this town, and the ad¬ 
vanced guard in Pombal. 

4 We shall make our retreat to the positions in front of 
Lisbon without much difficulty, or any loss. My opinion is, 
that the French are in a scrape. They are not a sufficient 
army for their purpose, particularly since their late loss, and 
that the Portuguese army have behaved so well; and they 
will find their retreat from this., country a most difficult and 
dangerous operation. 

* I have received your letter of the 22nd September. You 
have already my opinion ttpon making La Carlotta, Regent of 
Spain. You and 1 entirely agree upon that subject. The 
Spanish politicians have only one object in the measure, and 
that is, to get hold of the resources of this country, as they are 
afraid of forcing the people of Spain themselves to submit to 
the privations and inconvenierces to which they must submit, 
if ever they mean to form an army. 

1 1 rather believe tliab, under the ancient laws. La Cariotta 
cannot be the Regent herself. How^is this i 

4 1 do not believe that, much benefit would be derived to the 
common cause 'from the association of La Romana with the 
existing Regency. 

,, ‘ Ever youis, most .affectionately, 

* The Rt. Hon. H.'Welleslex ‘ WelLington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart, 

‘ My dear Cotton, ‘ Leyria,4ih October, 'RIO. 

‘ There is a report that there are some stragglers, Portu¬ 
guese as well as English, in the villages on the right and left 
of the road, near where you are cantoned, and I shall be 
obliged to you if you will send out patroles, and take up all 
men of this description, and send them in here as prisoners. 

‘ Murray will have sent ye your insti actions. Keep your¬ 
self right in front tf> observe the enemy, and do not engage in . 
any affair with a superior force. 

‘ After this day’s halt, the sooner the enemy advance, the 
better; I have little doubt of the result. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General * Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K-B., to Marshal Ney, 

Due d hichingen. 

* Au Quartier General, ce 4 Oetobrc, 1810. 

‘ Monsieur le Markcual, 

‘ Je vous envoie 1’extrait d’une lettre* que je viens de 
recevoir de 1’Angleterre, et j’ai grand plaisir de pouvoir 
vous communiquer un eveneinent qui pourra vous etre agreable. 

‘ J ’ai rhonneur d'etre, &c, 

‘ ill le Marcchal Ney, ‘ W ELLINGTON. 

Due d' Hichingen.' 

«■ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 

‘ My dear General, ^Leyria, 4th October, 1810. 

‘ The Commissary General has just given n^e the enclosed 
order issued tyy you, which cannot be carried into execution 
without incurring the risk of starving the divisions of the 
army which precede yoy on the march. I would also observe 
to you that if tlfc officer commanding one division gives orders 
of this description in respect to one part of tluf road, the officer 
commancfing another may give one of a similar description 
@ * 

■ Respecting liis nephew. 
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respecting another, and in this contest what becomes of the 
responsibility of the Commissary General ? 

Believe me, &c. 

• Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd. ‘ Wellington. 

* P. S. There is no occasion to countermand the order; but 
I think you had better desire the Commissaries not to carry it 
into execution.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount PVellingttgu K.B., to Lieut,. Colonel Torrens. 

‘ My dear Torrens, ‘ Leytia, 4th October, 1810. 

* I have received your letters of the 31st of August, lltli 
and 19th of September, for all of which I am much obliged 
to you. 

‘ Let us drop the subject of army promotions altogether, for 
I assure you I feel no interest in it, excepting with a view to 
the public good, in which 1 may be mistaken; and I should 
be sorry that you believed that I disapprove of any thing you 
have done in your office. My opinions went against the system, 
not against the mode of carrying it on. 

‘ 1 am quite indifferent where my regiment is, as far as I am 
concerned. I rather think it is better for the officers that the 
regiment should be in England. 

‘ I am much obliged to you for* relieving me from Major 
General —— and Colonel — : . I have no public ob¬ 
jection to make to the former, but he has been guilfy of many 
lit-tle improprieties-whielp render him a discreditable peison 
with the army; and before I had received your letter of the 
19th, with the official letter announcing his recall. Major 

General -, who commands the division in which his 

brigade is posted, had urged his removal so strenuously, that 
1 had determined to sand him word that he had my leave to 
quit the army*, and go to Lisbon. 

‘ Sir David Dundas, will be the best judgfc whether, this 
communication will be sufficient authority to hold the lan¬ 
guage which he proposes to hold tof him. In these times I' 
should prefer ^voiding to employ him, and give no reason; 
and I should have acved 'accordingly, if I had sent'him leave 
of absence, as 1 intended before I received your letter. 

‘ I have seen —- 2 and 1 think he vill do very 

well; and I dati- say so will-. 
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‘ The French have not yet any force this side of Coimbra. 
We make our retreat with great ease. This day we all halt; 
and I have every thing now so clear, that I shall go no farther 
till 1 see their movements. The old troops behave very well. 
The young ones are not quite so well acquainted with me, and 
they have lo.d a few stragglers; but I shall soon have them 
all in good order. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. Colonel Torrens.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General VMbount Wellington, K.B., to Colonel Peacocke. 
t gui., ‘ Alcobat;a, 5th October, 1810. 

• I beg that, as soon as convenient after the receipt of this 
letter, the 2nd battalion 58th regiment may be moved by the 
usual marches to Torres Vedras. Also, that all the officers 
anti soldiers of the army who are fit to do their duty, and are 
now at Lisbon or Belem, may be sent to Cabet;a tie Mwnta- 
chique, where they arc to wait until they shall receive further 
orders to join their respective regiments. 

‘ Send me a return of the names of the officers and number 
of men of each regiment who will join, anti you will take care 
that each is provided with the usual camp equipments anti 
with 60 rounds of ammunition. 

* You will also send (o Cabeca dc Montachique any regi¬ 
ments which may have landed ; and all the officers-and soldiers 
of the Boyal Artillery in Lisbon, IJelem, or St. Julian, with 
the’exception of those belonging to Captain Lefevre’s troop.' 

‘ Send me a return of the names of the officers anti number 
of men of these latter who will be at C'abeoa de Montachique. 

‘ Desire the Commissary at Lisbon to adopt measures to 
supply with provisions the troops who will be at Cabet;a de 
Montachique. * 

‘ I have the honor to be, Ike. 

‘ Colqnel PeacocKe.’ * Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the 
"Marquis de la Humana. 

‘ a Leyr,a, ce 0 Oetobre, 1810*6 lieures du matin. 
‘ Mon cuer Monsieur le Marquis, 

‘ L’ennemi a passe le Mondego en force hier; les avant 
postes claiei.t a l’ombal, el je vous prie de vous mettre en 
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marclie par la route que je vous ai envoyee dans raa dernkre 
lettre aussitdt que vous pourrez. C’est a dire par Elvas, 
Estremoz, Monte Mor o Velho et Aldea Galega. 

I ‘ Agreez, &c. 

‘ Au Marquis de la Romana. ‘ Wellington. 

‘ Vous feriez bien de laisser votre cavalerie, an moins la 
cavalerie Portugaise, sur la frontiere pour masquer votre 
mouvement; ct en tout cas, envoyez les deux escadrons qui 
appartiennent a la garnison fiiFJvas a Elves, si vous faites 
passer cette ville par la cavalerie Portugaise.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.P., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

1 Mv Lord, ‘ Aleoba<;a, 5th October, 1810. 

* The enemy having moved forward his advanced guard in 
strength in front of Coimbra, on the evening of the 30th Sep¬ 
tember, and in the morning of the 1st install,., I thought proper 
to withdraw the advanced guard of the British army to this 
side of the Monuego on the 1st, and to continue the retreat of 
the main body of the army. 

‘In retiring the British cavalry from Fornos, Captain 
Krauchcnberg, of the hussars, aud Captain Cocks, of the 16th 
light dragoons, charged the enemy'. Captain Krauchcnberg 
was wounded, but, 1 am happy to say, not severely. 

‘ I continued the ret real of this part of the army by the 
roads of Soure and Pombal to Leyria, near which town*the 
whole arrived on the 3rd, and halted yesterday, the advanced 
post being in Pombal. « 

‘ Lieut. General Hill’s corps retired by the' road of Espinhal 
upon Thomar, where it arrived yesterday. 

‘ The enemy’s advanced guard arrived yesterday at lledinha, 
and he drove in our piquets at Pombal in the evening; and I 
had intelligence that t,hc 8th corps d’armee w&s at Condeixa, 
and the other troops on -this side of the Mondego. I have, 
therefore, this day continued the retreat, and the advanced 
guard will be in the rear of Leyria. 

* With few exceptions, die troops have continued to conduct 

themselves with great regularity, and they have suffered no 
fatigue. ' * ■ ■ 

‘ The army to'now at no great'distance from tilt- position in 
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which I propose that it should receive the enemy, and it is in 
high spirits. 

‘ From all accounts which I have received, the enemy suffer 
great distress. The inhabitants of the country have fled from 
their houses universally, carrying with them every thing which 
they could bring away, which could be deemed useful to the 
enemy; and the habits of plunder which have so long been 
encouraged in the enemy's army, prevent them from deriving 
any general ad, antage fr'\"> . ♦lie little resource which the 
inhabitants may lnfte been obliged to leave behind them. 

‘ Nothing of importance has occurred in the northern or in 
the southern provinces of Spain since I addressed you last. 
My last letters from Cadiz were dated the 22nd September. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool. ‘ Wellington. 

‘ P.S. I have learnt that General Grandorge and General 
Foy, both belonging to the 2nd corps, were wounded in the 
action of the 27th ultimo, as well as those officers mentioned in 
my last dispatch, and that General Grandorge has since died 
of his wounds.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Captain -, 

Loyal Engineers. (Circular.) 

‘ SlR, ‘ Rio Mayor, Glh October, 1810. 

I enclose a memorandum, by which you will see the manner 
in which I have divided into districts the country which has 
been fortified between the Tagus and the sea ; the objects for 
which t his division has been made; and that you are appointed 
regulating officer of the district No. —. 

‘ I likewise enclose a list of the redoubts and works in that 
district; stating the number with which each jp marked; the 
number of gens it contains, and the number of infantry deemed 
necessary for the defence of each. 

* The business of your situation, as regulating officer of dis¬ 
trict No. —, is^o arrange the troops in their several stations, 
when they shall be sent into the district Jo occupy the redoubts; 
to take charge of the mines intended to blow up the roads and 
bridges ; and to carryuny orders in the district into execution, 
till an officer to command the troops within it shall be ap- 
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pointed : you are then to assist him in making his arrangements 
as one of his staff, and in the defence of his post, with your 
professional abilities. 

f I hive the honor to be, &c. 

« Capt. -, Royal Engineers.' ‘ W kllington. 

Memorandum for Lieut. Colonel FI etcher, commanding Royal 
Engineers, and the. Commissary General. 

Rio Mayor, fith October, 1810. 

. ‘ With a view to the occupation of the works in the lines in 

the front of Lisbon, they must be divided into certain districts, 
and an officer must be appointed to command or regulate the 
troops in each. 

‘ The troops, viz., the militia, the British and Portuguese 
artillery, and the ordenan/.a artillery, must be assembled in the 
district; and the officer commanding, or the regulating officer, 
must make the arrangement and distribution of them, to be 
carried into execution when it shall be necessary by the ad¬ 
vance of the enemy. 

‘ The districts are to be as follows: 

No. 1. From Torres Vodras to the sea. Head quarters, Torres 
Vedras. 

No. 2. From Sobral de Monte agra$o to the valley of Calliandriz. 
Head quarters, Sobral de Monte agra<;o. 

No. 3. From Alliandra to the valley of Calhandriz. Head quarters, 
Alhandra. , 

No. 4. From the banks of the Tagus near Alverca to the pass of 
Bucellas inclusive. Head quarters, Bucellas. 

No. 5. From the pass of Freixal inclusive to the light of the pass of 
Mafra. Head quarters, Montaehique. 

No. 6. From the pass o^ Mafra to the sea. Head quarters, Mafra. 

‘ The Commissary General of the British army must supply 
all the troops in these positions, under the arrangement of J,une, 
1809, and there must be i. commissary in each district. 


No. l, . . 

«• 

. . Tents for 2,500 ( men 

No. ,2, . . 

. . ' .. 2,000 .. 

No. i, . >; 

5,000 .. 

No. 4, . . 

. . .. 5,000 .. 

Nd. 5, . . 

. . ' 10,000 

No. 0. ‘. . 

W 

. . * .. JO,000 .. 
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No. 1. District troops to be assembled at the head quarters forth¬ 
with : 

2470 Militia infantry. 

250 Ordenanza artillery. 

140 Regular Portuguese artillery. 

70 British artillery. 

No. 2. District troops to be assembled at the head quarters forth¬ 
with : 

1300 Militia infantry. 

300 Ordenanza artillery. 

140 Regular roiiuguesc artillery. 

40 British artillery. 

No. 3. District troops to be assembled at the head quarters forth¬ 
with : 

400 Militia infantry. 

00 Ordenanza artillery. 

60 British artillery. 

No. 4. District troops to bo assembled at the head quarters forth¬ 
with : * 

1100 Militia infantry. 

500 Ordenanza artillery. 

80 Regular Portuguese artillery. 

No. 5. District troops to be assembled at the head quarters forth¬ 
with : 

2400 Militia infantry. 

480 Ordenanza artillery. 

120 Regular Portuguese artillery. 

50 British artillery: 

$To. 6. District troops to be assembled at the head quarters imme¬ 
diately : • 

700 Militia infantry. 

350 Ordenanza artillery. 

230 Regular Portuguese artillery. 

10 British artillery. 

% ‘ W ELLINGTON.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ Rio Mayor, 6th October, 1810, 
‘ My dear IIill, half-past 11 p.m. 

‘ I have just arrived here. The enemy entered Leyria yes¬ 
terday evening with cavalry and infantry; arid our advanced 
guard was about a league and a half on this side of that town. 
They withdrew this day to Candieiros, about, two leagues 
from hence, and I have nbt yet heard that they had been 
at all pressed by the enemy. 
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* If the enemy should get on as far as Candieiros this day, 
they will be at Alcoentre to-morrow. At all events, the ad- 
vanqed guard will be here to-morrow. Your movements, 
therefore, become a subject df some anxiety to me. 

‘I understand that half, possibly the whole, of your infantry 
will be at Santarem this day. Every thing that arrives at 
Sanlarem this day should march in the morning to Azambuja. 
Any part of your corps which makes a short march into San¬ 
tarem to-morrow morning mqstmove on to Cartaxo, and the 
whole must move early the next morning upon Villa Franca. 

' ‘ If Fane’s cavalry should be able to get through Santarem 

to-morrow, it may follow your march as above stated ; but it 
must positively be able to reach Castanheira early on the 8th. 

‘ If there are any boats at Santarem you should embark 
your sick and other incumbrances, and send them down to 
Lisbon. If there are no boats, send them across the Tagus by 
the ford, and down the left bank of the rive’’ to Salvaterra. 

* In like manner any of your infantry or cavalry which can¬ 
not quit Santarem to-morrow, so as to arrive at Castanheira 
early on the 8th, ought likewise to cross the Tagus by the 
ford at Santarem, and proceed to Salvaterra, to which place 
orders will be sent them to go where boats shall be sent to 
ferry them over the river. 

‘ 1 shall write to you again tins evening, as soon as I shall 
know how far the enemy will push their advanced guard. In 
the mean time make all your arrangements for to-morrow as 
herein suggested. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Lieut. General Hill.' ‘..Wellington, 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

* My dear Hill, ‘ Rio Mayor, 6th Oct., igio, $ past 8 p.m. 

‘ Since I wrote to you this morning, and since the accounts 
were sent to you that the enemy had passed a column towards,. 
Porto de Moz, I have heard front Sir Stapleton Cotton that 
they have sliowfi sonrn troops in front of his advanced posts at 
Carvalhos, which, however, had not advanced. They liad not 
followed Sit...Stapleton’s march this day; find'at sunset this 
evening all appeqrkl quiet, and no movement coujd be seen at 
the top of the ‘Serra de Junto, near this, on either .side of the 



1810. 


RtO MAYOR. 


465 


mountain. I think therefore that your rear may be able to 
make its march to Castanheira, even though it should not move 
from Santarcm till the day after to-morrow. 

« I shall however know more of the enemy’s movements 
this night or to morrow ; and I shall write to you again to 
Santarem if I should think it probable that my letter will 
reach that place before you will leave it, or to Azambuja. 

£ My head quarters will be to-morrow at Aiemquer. The 
cavalry will stay here as lof g .os it can, r.ad General 11. Crau- 
furd will be at Alcaentre. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

■ Lieut. General Hill: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General Sontag. 

« gut, ‘ Rio Mayor, Gth October, 1810 . 

‘ Lieut. Colonel Bathurst will have apprised you of my wish 
to employ you, and will have conveyed to you my request that 
you should proceed to Torres Vedras, where you will receive 
further orders from me. • 

' 'Pile object for which 1 have requested you to go there is 
to take the command of the troops destined for the defence 
of the redoubts constructed at and in the neighbourhood of 
Torres Vedras, and extending from thence along the river to the 
sea. The redoubts and works at Torres Vedras are numbered 
from No. 20 to 27 inclusive, and have 48 pieces of cannon, and 
require 3800 men for their defence. The redoubts on the left 
of Torres Vedras are No. 30, at Ponte de Jlol; 31, Algatcna; 
32, S. Pedro de Codiera ; 111, 112, and 113, between 32 and 
the sea. These require 1500 men, and have 33 pieces of 
cannon. 

‘ I enclose a note of the number of, men deemed, liy the 
chief Engineer, necessary for the defence of each, redoubt, and 
of the number of guns in each, and a memorandum from the 
chief Engineer of the object in view in constructing these 
works. 

* My intentiorfis to occupy these works partly with British 
infantry, partly with Portuguese infantry df. the line, and 
partly with Portuguese militia. 

‘ I have ordered to ^Torres Vedras immediately the 58th 
regiment, consisting of,300 rabk and file, and ‘two regiments of 
militia, consisting of 1700 men. To these I shall add another 

vo*. ‘Vi. 2 h 
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British regiment, a Portuguese regiment of the line, and another 
regiment of militia, if I should find that the enemy manifest 
any*intention of moving in that direction. 

* I have also ordered to Ttorres Vedras, 60 British artillery; 
140 Portuguese artillery of the line, and 250 artillery of the 
ordenanza: so that the garrisons for the redoubts will be 
complete in artillery, and will be wanting only in their comple¬ 
ment of infantry. 

‘ I enclose a memorandum^by^which you .will see the mode 
in which I have divided the district of country between the 
Tagus and the sea; and that I have appointed a regulating 
officer for each district. These regulating officers are the 
Engineers who constructed the works; and, in the case of an 
appointment of a General Officer to command in any district, 
would only assist him as part of bis staff. Captain Mulcaster 
and Lieut. Thompson are appointed to the station at Torres 
Vedras. 1 have also sent Lieut. Dundas tn Torres Vedras to 
act as Brigade Major under your orders. 

‘ There are provisions at Torres Vedras for the troops 
destined to defend that post. There is musket ammunition, 
and 60 rounds for each gun in the redoubts. There are like¬ 
wise tents there for 2500 men. 

‘ I recommend that you should immediately distribute the 
artillerymen in the several redoubts according to the number 
required for each gun ; that you should likewise station a pro¬ 
portionate number of the infantry intended for the defence of 
each redoubt in it immediately, so that the officers and men 
may become accustomed to their station. 

* The 58th had better be kept, five companies at Torres 
Vedras, the other five companies in the six redoubts between 
Torres Vedras and the sea. 

, ‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

• Major General Sontag.' t ‘ Wellington. 

r 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

< 0 

* Mr dear Sir, ‘ Rio Mayos. 6th October, lfliO. 

* 1 have jusCieceivpd ypur letter of the 5th. I beg that you 
will do me the favor to inform the Regency, and, above all. 
Principal Souza, that his Majesty anckthe Printe Regent hav¬ 
ing entrusted nie with the comiftand of their anpies, and ex¬ 
clusively with tne conduct of the military operations I will not 
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suffer them, or any body else, to interfere with them ; that I 
know best where to station my troops, and where to make a 
stand against the enemy, and I shall not alter a system, framed 
upon mature consideration, upon any suggestion of theirs. 

«I am responsible for what I do, and they are not; and 1 
recommend to them to look, to the measures for which they are 
responsible, which 1 long ago recommended to them, viz., to 
provide for the tranquillity of Lisbon, and for the food of the 
armv, and of the people, whi'e the troops .,hall be engaged with 
the enemy. • 

* As for Principal Souza, 1 beg you to tell him, from me, that 
I have had no satisfaction in transacting the business of this 
country, since he has been a member of the Government; that 
being embarked in a course of military operations, of which I 
hope to sec the successful termination, I shall continue to 
carry them on to their end ; but that no power on earth shall 
induce me to remain in the Peninsula, for one moment, after I 
shall have obtained his Majesty’s leave to resign my charge, 
if Principal Souza is to remain either a In ember of thq 
Government, or to continue at Lisbon. Either he must quit 
the country or I shall; and if I should be obliged to go, I will 
take care that the world, in Portugal at least, and the Prince 
Regent, shall be made acquainted with my reasons. 

‘From the letter of the 3rd instant, which 1 have received 
from Dom M. de Forjaz, I had hoped that the Government 
were satisfied with what I had done and intended to do; and 
that, instead of endeavoring to render all further defence fruit¬ 
less, by disturbing the minds of the populace at Lisbon, they 
would have done their duty by adopting measures to secure 
the tranquillity of the town. But I suppose that, like other 
weak individuals, they add duplicity tp their weakness; and 
that their expressions of approbation, and even gratitude, 
were intended to convey censure. I request you to communi¬ 
cate this letter to the Regency; ar.d to transmit it to the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. 

* Believe me, &c. • 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq. • • ‘ Wellington. 

1 P S. All I ask fram the Portuguese Regency is, tran¬ 
quillity in the town of Lisbofl, and provisions far their own 
troops, while they shall be employed in this part of the country. 

• 2 h ‘ 
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1 have but little doubt of success; but as I have fought a suf¬ 
ficient number of battles to discover that the result of any one 
is n#.t certain, even under the best arrangements, I am anxious 
that the Government should fedopt preparatory arrangements 
to take out of the enemy’s way those persons, and their families, 
who would suffer if they were to fall into his hands.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, lisa. 

* My dear Sir, ‘ Rio Major, 6th October, 1810. 

‘ 1 have received your letters of the 5th, and I shall take care 
that the Commissary General shall not exchange any paper 
during the existing crisis. I do not know what people feel 
at Lisbon, but we at the army entertain but little doubt of 
success. 

• The Bishop and Souza would do more harm than good in 
the north, where we are carrying on operations of great im¬ 
portance; but 1 hope the letter which I enclose will bring 
these gentry to ftheir senses, or I shall certainly carry into 
execution the threat which it contains. 

‘ 1 believe yon and the Government do not know where the 
lines are. Those round Lisbon are not those in which 1 shall 
place the army, but those extending from Torres Vedras to 
the Tagus. 

‘ All 1 ask from the Government is tranquillity in the town 
of Lisbon, and provisions for their own troops; and as Qod 
Almighty does not give “ the race to the swift or the battle 
to the strong,” and I have fought battles enough to know, 
that even under the best arrangements, the .result of any one 
is not certain, 1 only beg that they will adopt preparatory 
arrangements to take out of the enemy’s way those persons 
who would sqffer if they werer to fall into his hands. 

‘ I shall have my head quarters at Alemquei; to-morrow. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

* C. Stuart, Esq. ‘Wellington. „ 

( 

‘ I shall add the last paragraph of this as a postscript to my 
other letter.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ Alemquer, 7tli October, 1810, 

‘ My dear Hill, 4 pasts p.m. “ 

• When I heard from Sir Stapleton Cotton from llio Mayor 
at 3, the enemy were about Candieiros, and 1 think it probable 
that they will be at ltio Mayor, and be at Alcoentre this night. 
However, I have no account since 3 this afternoon. 

‘ Your whole corps, even including that part of Fane’s 
cavalrv, which will not leave Sentarcm until to-morrow morn¬ 
ing, will be in good* time. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Lieut. General Hill. ‘ W ellington. 

‘ 1 am going to Alhandra in the morning. If I should find 
that the enemy move to Rio Mayor this day, 1 shall go either 
to Aruda or Sobral de Monte agraqo with my head quarters to¬ 
morrow. You shall know in the morning whether I go, yrhen 
I go, or remain here.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 

H. Wellesley. 

‘ My dear Henry, ‘ Alemquer, 7th October, 1810. 

‘ 1 enclose my dispatch of the 5th to the Secretary of State. 
Nothing of importance has occurred since; we have continued 
our retreat without difficulty, and the troops, with the excep¬ 
tion of the advanced guard, will be in their positions to¬ 
morrow. 

‘ Our cavalry had a skirmish with the enemy on the 5th, in 
which they had the advantage. I entertain very little doubt 
of our success. 

‘ I hope that Romana will have marched this day to join us. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 

‘ The Right Hon. H. Wellesley.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.R., to Marshal Beresford. 

‘ My dear llmyiS ford,' * Alemquer, 7th October, 1810. 

‘ Regulating officers are appointed to th^se veral fortified 
districts as follows; and I shall be obliged to* you if you will 
direct the officers commanding ,he militia, and tjie Ordenauza 
and regular artillery, to report themselves, and to apply to 
these officers for orders : 
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1st District . Captain Mulcaster. 

2nd do. . Captain Goldfinch. 

3rd do. . Captain Squire. 

* 4th do. . Captain Burgoyne. 

5th do. . Captain Dickenson. 

6th do. . Captain Ross. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

Murshal Beresford.' ‘ W elli ngton 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
'the Hon./J. Berkeley. 

«■ 

Sir, ‘ Alemquer, 7th October, 1810. 

‘ I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letters 
of the 4th and 6th instant. 

‘ I think you had better detain the Melpomene and St. Fio- 
renzo for a few days. 

‘ With regard to the transports mentioned by Sir Richard 
Keats in his letter to you of the 24th September, I am of 
opinion they should be sent back to Cadiz. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

• Vice Admiral ‘ W Ellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.H., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Alemquer, 8th October, 1810, 5 a.m. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 7th 
instant. The forts of Cascaes and St. Antonio have never 
been considered as at all dfecting the place of embarkation of 
the army, if embarkation should become necessary, nor the 
passage of the transports from the Tagus. 

‘ In the event, however, of the army occupying the works 
at St. Julian, the ordnance in Cascaes and St. Antonio might 
be used by the enemy against /he former; and it would there¬ 
fore be desirable ihat the ordnance and stores ( should be re¬ 
moved from these forts to St. Julian, and I shall be much 
obliged to you if you will have this done. ' Indeed, J under¬ 
stood that it had been done long ago, under the general direc¬ 
tions given to remove the ordnance and stores from all the 
forts not within the line of our own works. 1 ’ 

‘I have the hopor to be y &c. 

• Vice Admiral ■, ' 1 Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Ik rheley.’ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

< g IBi ‘ Alemquer, 8th October, 18)0, 5 p.m. 

* I have received your letter of the 7th. In my opinion, 
none of the transports ought to be sent home under present 
circumstances. I do not believe there are any sick or wounded 
soldiers at Lisbon who will not recover there. 

‘ I shall be much obliged to you if you will be so kind as 
to order the armed transport and the flat boats which you 
mention, up the river, to anchor off Alhandra. I have directed 
the bank of the river to be cut down, so as to enable the gun? 
of the latter to bear upon the enemy. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ‘ Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Colonel Peacocjie. 

• Sir, ‘Alemquer, 8th October, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 7th. # 

‘ I had hoped that I should have had more men of the 
artillery, and I beg that you will order those at Cascaes to 
march upon Mafra, and desire the commanding officer of 
artillery to send me a return, accounting for every man of the 
British and German artillery at Lisbon and in the neighbour¬ 
hood. 

* I beg you to issue tin camp kettles to the regiments 
recently arrived, and let them march as ordered; but I beg 
you will understand that it is important to have the troops in 
health, and not over fatigued, and therefore I desire that they 
may make their marches early in the day; that if they leave 
Lisbon late, their march should be proportionably shortened ; 
and that they should not march in the night. 

4 Although these regiments are now to be supplied with tin 
kettles, they are eventually to have the others, and the officers 
commanding companies must provide mules for their carriage. 

‘ I experience great inconvenience from the want of the 
return of the recovered officers and soldiers, sent to Monta- 
chique. * 

‘ 1 have the honor to bq, &c. 

* Col. Peacocke.' • « Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 

‘ Aruda, 8th October, 1810, 

* Mv dear General, . ipast 3 p.m. 

‘ I send two persons with this letter, who will be guides to 
any body you may have to send to me; I am not more than 
six miles from you. 

• The enemy’s advance on the Alcobaqa road was last night 
at Caldas, but this day's rain will have impeded their pro¬ 
gress. I think, however, tha C the* great attack will be upon 
%*he left. 

‘ Relieve me, &c. 

* Brig. Gen. R. Craufard .’ ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Aruda, 8tli October, 1810. 

‘ The Quarter Master General sends orders to Major 
General Fane to withdraw the cavalry under his command to 
Tojal and Loures to-morrow morning, with the exception of 
one squadron of British cavalry, and two squadrons of Portu¬ 
guese cavalry, which are to continue to observe the ground in 
front of the right of the army, as long as it may be practicable 
for them. t 

‘ I request you also, to-morrow morning, to send a brigade 
of Portuguese 6 pounders, (which you were to have sent to 
General Leith in exchange for the 9 pounders,) and two 6 
pounders belonging to the brigade with Major General Leith, 
which you brought from Nostra Senhora del Monte, from 
Villa Franca, through Alhandra and Aruda, to 'Sobral de 
Monte agraco, where the (i pounder brigade is' to join the (ith 
division of infantry ; and the two 6 pounders are to be sent on 
to Ribaldeira, to join the 3rd division of infantry. 

‘ I also request you to send from Villa Franca, through 
Alhandra and St. Antonie, de Tojal to Cabeqa de Iviontachiquc, 
the Portuguese 9 pounders* brigade which has' been with your 
corps; where it is to remain in reserve, and ( in readiness tfo 
move at a short notice. 

‘ The other Portuguese (> pounders brigade with'your 
corps, and the 3 pounders brigade with Colonel Le Cor, 
must be brought,to Alhandra. , * 

‘ It is my intention that the troops under your command 
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should (as they have hitherto) be the right of the army; and 
occupy the position of Alhandra, &c. 

* There must be a brigade of British infantry for the occu¬ 
pation of the line on the right, extending from the high road 
to the Tagus; and adverting to the strength of the remainder 
of the ground, it is my opinion that, as the whole of the moun¬ 
tain is scarped, one brigade of Portuguese infantry of General 
Hamilton’s division, and the 112th regiment, and the three 
battalions of militia under the command of Colonel Le Cor, 
will occupy this gqpund, and ti.e other ground which I am 
about to describe, very sufficiently; unless the enemy should, 
make his great attack on the right flank : in which case further 
measures will be necessary. 

‘ There are six batteries on the line from the Tagus to the 
left of the mountain,' containing thirteen 12 pounders, and 
seven 6 pounders, numbered from No. 1 to G inclusive ; and 
six redoubts, No. 114, for 100 men, with two 9 pounders; 
No. 115, for 100 men, with two 9 pounders; No. 116, for 
100 men. with five 9 pounders ; No. 118, fqj 400 men, with 
eight 12 pounders; No. 119, for 050 men, with six 12 
pounders; No. 120, for 100 men, with two 12 pounders, and a 
flechc; No. 117, for 150 men. 

‘ You will find the batteries and redoubts on the hill so 
placed, as not only to defend the faces of the hill itself, but to 
command different parts of the road from Aruda to Alhandra. 

‘ No. G commands the valley upon the left of the position, 
through which a road leads to Calhundriz. 

‘ In order more effectually to stop anv body of troops 
attempting to turn the left of the position by the valley of 
Callmndriz, Nos. 7 and 8 have been constructed, each calcu¬ 
lated to contain 200 men, and having in each of them, three 
12 pounders; and further, upor a hill on the left of the valley. 
No. 121, for 250 men, and three 9 pounders; No. 122, for 
300 men, and three 12 pounders; No. 123, for 300 men, and 
three 12 poundeis, and one 9 pounder. 

■ ‘ 1 conceive that the infantry above mentioned will be suffi¬ 
cient for the occupation cf ail these works atjd' ground in the 
first instance; and I shall hereafter send you directions for the 
disposal of the remainder under your command. In the 
mean time, 1 request you ta allot the brigades and troops for 
the occupation of this ground; but they need not move into 
theh^position till the enemy be rather nearer. 
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‘ In order to provide artillerymen for all these works, 300 
artillery of the ordenanza, 140 Portuguese artillery, and 40 
British artillery, have been ordered immediately to Alhandra. 
Captain Squire, of the Engineers, has been appointed the 
regulating officer of this district, in order to assist whoever 
may be appointed to command the troops in it; and he can 
give you every information, and will assist you in making 
the arrangements for the distribution of the troops, &c. 

‘ I recommend that the artillery, at least, should be posted 
in the redoubts and batteries as soon as,.they shall arrive. 
•Tents have been ordered to Alhandra for 3000 men, and some 
should be sent into the works for their accommodation. A 
double set for the usual number of men will probably keep 
them dry. The Portuguese artillery and ordenanza in the 
works must receive their provisions from the British Com¬ 
missary at Alhandra: and some of them must come down 
from‘the works for them daily. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Hi/i: * Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General Picton. 

4 My dear General, ‘ Aruda, 8tli October, 1810, half-past 3. 

* I am very much obliged to you for having made arrange¬ 
ments to occupy the redoubts at Torres Vedras till the arrival 
of General Sontag. I have been to the right this day, and 
shall be with you to-morrow. 

4 Colotiel De Grey is ordered to observe the enemy in your 
front, and on our right flank, and report to you. J think the 
attack will be upon our left, by Torres Vedran. 

‘ I beg you to peruse the instructions to General Sontag, 
which Lieut. Dundas l\as. 

• * Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major General Picton.' ‘ 111 Ellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General » ' 
Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 

• My dear Sir Brent, ‘ Aruda, 8th October, 1810, half-past 3. 

‘ I send with this a letter for General Picton,, which I beg 
you to peruse and Co forward to ljim. 

‘ The enemy•«did not come more forward thah Candieiros 
upon the high road yesterday, and they had not many troops 
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on that road. I have not yet heard of their having come to 
Rio Mayor, on the high road. If they do not come there 
to-day, the attack will certainly be on our left; and so much 
the better. 

* Hill is at Alhandra, where I have been this day. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

■ Lieut. General Sir B. Spencer, K.B.' ‘ Wkllinoton. 


dent, Colonel Bathurst , Military Secretary, to the lion. A. Cochrane Johnstone. 

• Sir. • S“ Quintnm, 11th October, 1810. 

‘ I am directed by Lord Wellington to acknowledge the receipt of your let*.. 
of the 8th October, relating to money concerns, aud I am to acquaint you that 
his Loniship has no doubt that the three millions of dollars which you mention 
will be wanted fur the service of the army, and that the Commissary General 
will be happy to give bis bills at the exchange of the day, whenever these dol¬ 
lars will be offered ; but his Lordship cannot at this distance of time enter into 
any positive engagement to receive them for bills upon Kngland upon any terms. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ James Bathurst, 

■' The lion. A. Cochrane Johnstone.' * Lieut. Colonel. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General ' 
B. Crau/urd. 

' S“ Quintina, near Sobral, llth October, 1810. 
‘ My bear General, half-past 11 a.m. 

* I hope that your men arc well put up in Aruda in this 
terrible weather. 1 do not think the enemy’s plan is quite 
decided yet. He has still some troops at Alemquer, and there 
is a body of cavalry and infantry (I saw of the latter about 
300 men) on this side of Alemquer. I mean however to hold 
the town of Sobral as long as I can. 

‘ The peasants say that they were marching this morning 
upon Villa Franca, which is to attack our right, where Hill is. 
They can make no impression upon the right, positively ; and 
they must therefore endeavor to turn Hill’s position upon the 
Serra of Alhandra by its left. This is a tough job also, de¬ 
fended as the entrances of the valleys are by redoubts, and the 
villages by abbatis, &c. t However, that is what they must 
try. 

‘ The paved road which leads through Aruda passes on to 
Alhandra, in front and undej the fire of the Sgrra of Alhandra: 
there are roads of Communication with thi’ road, on its left. 
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going to Alhandra, with Villa Franca, and I believe Castan- 
heira, but these are at present impracticable; and on its right 
with t Loureiro and Calhandriz, in the valley of Calhandriz, by 
which Hill's position on the Serra of Alhandra may be turned. 
These roads are, however, not paved, and are, of course, now 
impracticable, and there are redoubts upon the heights on 
both sid.es of the valley of Calhandriz, and the village itself is 
prepared. « 

‘ In the present st f ate of the weather the enemy may cer¬ 
tainly get light troops upon Ahe paved r^'ad from Aruda to 
vMhandra, without passing through Aruda, but they positively 
cannot get guns there; and as the only paved or at all prac¬ 
ticable road to Aruda, from this side of the river of Aruda, 
passes through Sobral, 1 hope that that point is, for the pre¬ 
sent at least, pretty secure. 

f From this statement, however, you will see how important 
the situation of Aruda and the possession of the pass of 
Matos (which, by the by, itself turns Hill’s position) are to 
our operations. Aruda itself, I do not think, could be held 
for any great length of time against a superior force, but the 
pass of Matos can, defended as it is by the two redoubts. 

* I understand from Fletcher also that the redoubts com¬ 
mand the road going out of Arudtj towards Alhandra. So 
that if you should find it most advantageous to give up Aruda, 
the enemy could not make much use of that road, at least by 
daylight. 

‘ I need say nothing to <you about the defence of the pass 
of Matos 1 think it would be desirable, however, that you 
should occupy, with the 52nd or 43rd, the hig*h ground which 
continues from the right of the right hand redoubt, looking 
from Matos towards Aruda. 

‘ As soon as the attack upon .Hill shall be absolutely decided, 

I shall move Sir 11. Spencer’s division upon S‘ lago dos 
Velhos, about two or three miles to the south of Matos, on the 
road from Matos to llucell’as. He will then occupy the heights 
of St. Ronnib on your right, bringing his right to the redoubts 
which protect tkp left of the valley ,of Calhandriz. I do not 
like to move iiirh yet however, because 1 still think it possible 
that the enemy may turn himself this way ; and, if he docs, I 
have another arrahgement prepared for him, tiptn which I 
shall write to yotv hereafter. I wish you,' however, with a view 
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to this arrangement, to look out for the roads of communica¬ 
tion from Matos to the high road from Sobral to Bucellas. 

‘ Believe me, &c. • 

• Brig. Gen. R. Crau/urd.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to Lieu.. General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

‘ S'* Quintina, near Sobral, 

‘ My dear Cotton, 11th October, isio. 

‘ I shall he very*much obliged to you if you will make me 
three separate reports of your affairs at Leyria, Alcoentre, afid 
Quinta de las Torres, that I may send them home, as being all 
highly creditable to the cavalry. 1 have already taken an 
opportunity of expressing to the Secretary of State how much 
the army were indebted to the cavalry, and 1 shall be happy 
to have another opportunity of doing so. 

‘ The 14th Light Dragoons, one squadron of the 16th, and 
one of Hussars which you had sent to General Craufurd, are 
now here, and I have put up the greater part of them, keeping 
out only three, necessary to observe the enemy this side of 
Alcmquer. I)e Grey is very quiet at Kamalhal, in front of 
Torres Vedras. I think that you had better collect at Mafra 
all stray squadrons and detachments, and individuals of all the 
regiments, as well as the head quarters of the Hussars, 16th, 
and Royals, and make them up again as well as you can. I 
shall give orders for all of them to be sent to you. 

‘ Believe me, &e. 

‘ Lieut. Gereral ‘ Wellington. 

Sir S. Cotton, Bart. 

‘ Do not be long in what you have to do, as I think l shall 
have occasion both for you and Fane soon.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K. B„ to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My dear Hill, ‘ S*“ Quintina, 11th October, 1810, 8 a.m. 

‘ I received .your-letter of yesterday in the night from Mr. 
Sodre. That which the enemy has got on the road between 
Carregauo and Alhandra is only Bis aSvanctit] guard; and I 
recommdnd to you to g hold the town of Alhandra, keeping a 
few guns at the church, and barricading the streets. The 
enemy can bring no guns to the heights on the left of the high 
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road, as Jong as this weather lasts; and this measure will pre¬ 
clude the necessity of your throwing your people into the po¬ 
sition prematurely, where they would be exposed to the bad 
weather. < 

‘ I recommend to you, however, to occupy immediately the 
three villages on the left of the Serra, called Calhandriz, A dos 
Mellos, and Loureiro. The first is loop-holed, and there is an 
abbatis in its front; and it commands the passage by the 
valley of Calhandriz,' which Jjhe redoubts on the left of the 
heights, and the corresponding redoubts oil the other heights, 
are calculated to defend. There are roads to these villages 
from Alhandra, at the back of the Serra, and from Alverca. 

‘ Sixty British artillery were ordered to you yesterday, and 
all the Portuguese artillery of the line, remaining at Lisbon, 
were ordered to Alverca. I have now sent to order 200 volun¬ 
teer artillerymen from Bucellas to Alverca, and they will bring 
you a note from Captain Burgoyne. < 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill. ‘ Wellington. 

* They swear that the tents have been sent from Lisbon. 
Make enquiries about them at Alhandra and Alverca. When 
the gun boats arrive, make some of‘ them take their stations 
above the town, so as to assist in enabling you to hold it.’ 

Memorandum for Lieut ,[, General Sir Brent Spencer, K.B. 

‘11 th October, 1810. 

‘ I believe that the force which appeared yesterday at Alcm- 
quer is the same advanced guard, and it afterwards proceeded 
by Carregado towards Villa Franca. 

‘ Colonel H?wker, however, Should receive orders to patrolc 
well forward towards Alemquer, so as to ascertain whether 
there is any force of the enemy in Alemquer, and of what 
strength. 

‘ If the enemy should move from Alemqufcr upon Sobral 
de Monte agraqo!n superior strength,'! should wish tlje follow¬ 
ing arrangements to be made. 

* General Sir Brent Spencer’s division to mov'q to Zibreira, 
and canton in thdt village and GoSondeiza. Head, quarters to 
Patameira. Major General Cole and Major Gene-al, Campbell 
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to retire when necessary from Duas Portas and Ribaldeira, 
and occupy the heights immediately behind those villages, 
extending their line across the high road from Ribaldeira to 
Enxara dos Cavalleiros. 

‘ General Pack’s brigade is in that case to occupy for the 
present the redoubts on the heights above Sobrul de Monte 
agrar;o, with his light infantry in the redoubts on the points of 
the rocks above the road leading to Aruda, marked Nos. 11, 
12, and 13. The largest number should be in No. I 1 . Nos. 
12 and 13 require fcach about one third of No. 11. 

‘ Captain Williams, of the engineers, will communicate so 
General Pack all the details of the information respecting these 
redoubts. 

‘ Wellington.’ 

Lieut. General discount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Est^. 

‘ My dear Sir, ' Ajuda, 12th October, 1810. 

‘ 1 received this morning your letter of the 10th. No tents 
arrived yet! * 

‘ The troops are suffering every where for want of them; 
and General Hill was obliged to draw in from Villa Franca. 

• I do not know that the enemy has more than an advanced 
guard in Alemquer. He reconnoitred us last night at Sobral 
with a large body of cavalry and little infantry; and, by 
mistake, our troops left the place, and I believe neither party 
wehe in it during the night. We were in it, however, this 
morning. 

‘I believe the floating battery went off up the river this 
morning, and is off Villa Franca. 

• I must write to England on the Admiral’s desire to have 
an allowance for carrying home prisoners of war. It is a new 
question, on which I cannot decide. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

4 C. Stuart, Esq.’ ■ ‘ WELLINGTON. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General Pack. 

‘ Mv dear General, ‘ Ajuda, *2th October, 1810, 2 p.m. 

Captain Chapman has delivered your messa ge to me; and, 
first, I beg to assure you that there is no chance that the com- 
mupication between your troops in the redoifbt and the army 
will Jr.' interrupted; but if such a chance existed^ I had pro- 
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visions prepared for the troops in the redoubts, which were 
consumed by the troops that first arrived at Sobral. In this 
supply wood was included, and forage for horses and mules. 
Wood and forage are still in large quantities in Sobral ; and 
I have again desired the Commissary General to send some 
more provisions to the redoubts, and to send there also some of 
the wood at Sobral: and if you will be so kind as to send your 
mules to Sobral, with a note from yourself to the Commissary 
there, they may bring away with them as much forage as they 
can carry. ' 

v £ In respect to tents, the Portuguese Government were to 
supply them ; but they have failed in this, as they have in 
every thing else. You must only keep your troops in the 
neighbouring villages and houses, till it shall be necessary to 
occupy the redoubts in force, with piquets only in the redoubts; 
and before it may be necessary to go into the redoubts, I still 
hope that you will have the tents. 

‘ I beg that you will communicate with the commanding 
officers of the two regiments of Lisbon volunteers, who are to 
go to the redoubts likewise. 

‘ I beg you to send an officer round to the three redoubts 
occupied by the Cacadores, and sec that they arc either in their 
stations, or near them ; and that the artillerymen are there 
likewise; and that these people are supplied with provisions. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brig. General Pack. ‘ Whi.lington. 

‘ I shall be obliged to you if you will see whether a com¬ 
munication exists, or can be made, from the left and rear of 
the redoubts to Zibreira.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the 
Marquis dtt la Horn ana. 

, ‘ a Ajuda, ce JC Octobre, 1810. 

‘ Mon ciier Monsieur ie Marquis, 

‘ Je reqois ce matin votre lettre du 7, et je vous prie de, 
faire tester la cavalerie Portugese, si vous le tvouvez bon. 

‘ L’avaht garde de Penny mi est ii Alemquer. Je ne sais pas 
ou est le corps d’armee. Peut-dtre que le mauvais terns, qui 
a rendu leschemins exdcrables, l’empeohe de s’avancer, coniine 
il m’empdche d’cetreprendre quelque cho$e sur son ^‘vant garde. 

‘ Agrfeez, &c. , „ 

• Au Marquis de la Bomana.' ‘ Weia.ingVov. 
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Memorandum for Colonel Murray, Quarter Master General. 

‘ 13tli October, 1810. 

# . • * 

‘ When the army shall be ordered to occupy the position 

of Zibreira and Patameira, the troops will be formed as fol¬ 
lows from the right: 

* Lieut. General Sir Brent Spencer’s division, with its right 
at the two windmills between Zibreira, and the ledoul.ts of 
Sobral, will occupy a line extending to an old mill on the 
right of Zibreira ; jind thence t'. 1 another old mill on the left 
of the church of Zibreira, bringing their left to the raviry 
This line extends about 1000 yards. 

‘ The remainder of the troops of the division to be in 
reserve in the rear of this line, with the exception of the 
battalions of light infantry attached to the brigades which arc 
to occupy Zibreira. 

‘ Major General Picton’s division is to form with its right 
in a line with the left of the 1st division, and is to extend to 
the village of Patameira, about <800 yards. # 

‘ The remainder of this division to be in reserve in rear of • 
the right of General Cole’s division, throwing its light infantry 
along the ravine in its front, and occupying the houses and 
Patameira. 

‘ Major General Cole’s right is to rest on the ravine in a 
line with Patameira. His centre on the lower of the two mills 
on the hill on which there are two; and his left on the high 
road from Ribaldeira to Enxara dus Cavalleiros, where that 
road passes through the Portella. 

‘ This line extends 1700 vards, and the remainder of the 
troops of this division will be in reserve in the rear of its left, 
throwing the light infantry battalions of the brigades of Portu¬ 
guese and British infantry out in its front. 

‘ The 6th division are to place their right at the point where 
Major General Cole’s left will stand, and occupy the moun¬ 
tain on the left of the Portella, looking to Ribaldeira, placing 
the Lusitanian Legion on the mountain still further upon the 
left, on the left of a road leading from Rtjna ipfo the high road 
from lllba'ldeira to Enxara dos Cavalleiros. 

* Major General Leith’s division will be in reserve in rear 

of the right. « » 

‘ Brigadier^ General Campbell’s and Brigadier General 

VO^.'71. 2-i 
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Coleman’s brigades in reserve ib rear of the left on the high 
road from Ilibaldeira to Enxara dos Cavalleiros. 

‘ «The artillery to be placed as follows: 

‘ The British 9 pounders, and the 6 pounders attached to 
General Hill’s division, at Zibreira. 

* The 6 pounder brigade attached to the 1st division at the 
mills on the right of that division. 

‘ Major Arentschildt’s 9 pounders and 6 pounder Portuguese 
brigades at an old mull on the righf of Patanvura. 

‘ Major Dickson’s 9 ponnder Portuguese brigade, and the 
Yi/igade of Portuguese 6 pounders attached to Major General 
Leith’s division on the left of the village of Patameira, and on 
the right of General Cole’s division. 

‘ The brigade of artillery attached to General Cole’s division 
at the mill, where his centre will stand. 

‘ Three of the 6 pounders attached to the 6th division in the 
Portella, on the high road from Ribaldejra to Enxara dos 
Cavalleiros, and three on the road from Runa to Enxara dos 
Cavalleiros. o 

‘ The 3 pounders attached to Brigadier General Campbell’s 
brigade, to be in reserve, as well as Captain Ross’s troop of 
horse artillery. 

4 The officers commanding divisions will reconnoitre the 
situation of their several posts. 

‘ The communications are from the great redoubt of Sobral 
by the windmills to Zibreira ; thence to the rear, and across 
the ravine by a concealed road to Patameira: thence in the 
rear of Patameira to the right of General Cole’s post; thence 
behind the mountain on which his centre jvill stand, to the 
high road leading from Ribaldeira to Enxara dos Cavalleiros. 

‘ As soon as possible, cover should be made for the guns 
at Zibreira, and on the right and left of Patameira, masking 
this from the view of the enemy. 

‘Wellington.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the’Earl of Liverpool, 

•' * Secretary of State. 

•MyLoriv ' t Ajuda, 15th October, 1810. 

4 The army bontinued its ret feat by the route$ of Alcobaqa, 
and of Rio Mayor; and Lieut. General Hill’f corps by that 
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of Santarem, till it arrived with its right at Castanheira and 
Villa Franca, its centre at Sobral, and its left at Torres Vedras, 
on the 7th and 8th instant, without being pressed or molested 
by the enemy. 

‘ The movement of that part of the army under my own imme¬ 
diate command was covered by the British cavalry under Sir 
Stapleton Cotton; and that of the troops under Lieut. General 
Hill, by the 13th dragoons and Portuguese cavalry, under 
Major General Fane. 

• The British cavalry had seveial occasions of distinguishing 
themselves, upon which I enclose Sir Stapleton Cottop’., 
reports, and I must add my sense of the obligations which I 
owe to this body. They were preceded on the march imme¬ 
diately by the advanced guard of infantry, under Brigadier 
General Craufurd. 

• On the 8th, the rain commenced, which usually falls at 
this season of the year in Portugal, and has continued with 
great violence ever since. This has probably increased the 
enemy’s difficulties, and delayed his progress. He has shown 
some troops in front of our right at Villa Franca, and a large 
division of cavalry, with some infantry, patrolled up to Sobral 
de Monte agrarjoon the 11th, having driven in our piquets of 
cavalr}' and infantry. 

• A large division of infantry, which I understand to be the 
advanced guard of the 8th corps, moved upon Sobral yester¬ 
day, evening, from whence Lieut. General Sir Brent Spencer 
withdrew the advance of his divisfon, and the enemy con¬ 
tinue in that town; the division under the command of 
Lieut. General Sir Brent Spencer being closed on this 
side of it, and at no great distance from the great redoubt of 
Sobral. 

‘ They also this day attacked the piquets of (general Cole’s 
division near Sobral, but without much effect. I have learnt 
with ’great satisfaction that the Portuguese troops (Colonel 
Hervey’s brigade, the. —- and 23rd regiments) again dis¬ 
tinguished themselves upon this occasion. Colonel Hervey 
unfortunately was wounded, but I hope sot seriously. 

‘ As soon as I shall have ascertained the line of the enemy’s 
operations, I shall take nip the line of defence of the army; 
and as I conceive that I hate reason to hope for success, I 
propose to bring matters to extremities, and to contend for the 

• ’ - 2 i 2 
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possession and independence of Portugal in one of the strong 
positions in this part of the country. 

1 .The Marquis de la Romana marched to Campo Mayor on 
the 8th instant, to join this apny and share our fortune. 

‘ All is quiet in the north of Portugal. I understand that 
one of Genera] Bacellar’s detachments, under Colonel Wilson, 
was in. the position of Busaco on the 6th instant; and it is 
reported tliat Colonel Trant has entered Coimbra. 

‘ As all the inhabitants, howevey, have quitted the country, 
and the weather has rendered the communication by sea im- 
y iFsible, I cannot procure accurate intelligence from that part 
of the country. 

‘ My last accounts from Cadiz are of the 4th instant. 

* I have the honor to be, &c. 

The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to firigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 

‘ Mv dear General, ‘ Ajuda, 15th October, 1810, 5 a.m. 

‘ The enemy have now got a good large body in front of 
General Spencer, at Sobral, and he withdraws this morning to 
Zibreira. A squadron of the 14th dragoons will be sent to 
you, as likewise the axes. Fletchei* will give orders respecting 
the bridge which you mention to'Runa. 

1 We shall want you upon our right, if the enemy collect 
their whole force in the centre, which, at present, appears 
probable, though not quite clear. Pray examine all the roads 
leading from your rear to the great redoubt of Sobral. 

‘ I move my head quarters this morning from hence to 
Enxara dos Cavalleiros, but I shall either be at the great 
redoubt all day, or they will know there where to find me. 

* * Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brig. Gen. R. Craufurdh * Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.'B., to Lieut. General Hi’l. 0 

e 

‘ My dear HVl, , < ‘ Ajuda, 15th October, 1810, 5 a.m. 

‘ I do not think the enemy’s designs are yet quite clear, but 
they rather,point to our centre, where they have assembled a 
large corps, and the prisoners‘-say that the whqie are there¬ 
abouts. 
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« Sir Brent Spencer withdrew this morning from the front of 
Sobral, where he could not stay longer without engaging on 
terms of disadvantage. Pack is in the great redoubt, and 
this road is completely blocked. I move my head quarters, 
however, this day to Enxara dos Cavalleiros, in order to be 
nearer what appears at present to be the probable scene of 
action. 

* I moved your troops to Bucellas the day before yesterday, 
partly in order tp be able to close them to the centre, if that 
should be the active scene; partly because that 1 think at 
Bucellas, and from thence in the villages, along the foot oftJ'<: 
Serra de Serves, as far as the Casa de Portella, some of them 
would be better situated to give support to the troops in the 
redoubts at Trancoso, and to those which defend the left of 
the valley of Calhandriz, than they would be further to the 
right. I wish you would look over this ground, and the 
communications with its rear, and see how it could be* best 
supported. 

* These troops, liow-ever, should still remaiji at Bucellas, Sec. 
for the present, and I beg that the other British and Portu¬ 
guese brigade may be in readiness to march at a short notice to 
join the centre of the army. 

‘ Keep an officer at the .signal post, and I will send you the 
orders by signal, as well as by message. 

‘ JLe Cor shall occupy the lines of Alhandra, while you will 
be _ away ; and the 2nd battalion 88th shall be ordered up 
from Lisbon to support him. 

‘ Believe me. Sec. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G Berkeley. 

• 

% ‘ Pero Negro, 16th October, 1810. 

‘ MS dear Sir, n a.m. 

'I enclose an order,,for Colonel Fisher to deliver to your 
directions the 18 pounders belonging to the British army ; and 
I likewise enclose ah order for the brfiss Impounders, Por- 
tugueife. * I would recommend the former, as tlie French have 
with them French 12. pounders, which are heavier than the 
Portuguese brass 12 poundere. " 

‘vf-consjdej the loss of the boats at Sanihrem to be the 
greatest misfortune that could happen to us, and if may oblige 
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ns to change our position, and take up our second line. The 
French will either arm these boats, and operate upon Hill’s 
right dank, in which case the strength of your flotilla, and the 
support to be given to it by larger vessels, will become an 
object for your considerationor they will use them to form a 
bridge, and establish themselves upon the island in the Tagus, 
across Hill’s right flank ; or they will use them for a bridge or 
othef connliunication with Mortier, whom they will have it in 
their power to draw {p their support either qn this side or on 
the other side of the river. €' « 

* ,‘ r In whichever way the boats may be used, their loss is a 
serious misfortune, and at all events the whole of the Alentejo 
lies at the mercy of the enemy!! 

‘ The Government may congratulate themselves upon this 
notable arrangement. They would not adopt in time any one 
measure to remove what might, be useful or necessary to the 
encifiy ; they neglected their peculiar business to occupy them¬ 
selves with what did not concern them; and there is not an 
arrangement of apy description which depended upon them, or 
their officers, which has not failed. 

‘ At this moment the enemy are living upon grain found 
close to the lines; and they grind it into flour with the mills in 
our sight, which the government were repeatedly pressed to 
order the people to render useless, and which could have been 
rendered useless only by taking away the sails. 

‘Then the boats are left at Santarem in order to give the 
enemy an opportunity of acting upon our flank, and thus 
dislodging us! 

4 The first object to attend to is to prevent the enemy from 
establishing himself on the island of Alhandra; your gun boats, 
by occupying the river at the north east end of it, and on both 
sides, will probably prevent that, if supported by something 
stronger in the main channel. „ 

‘ Another object wefi deserving of attention is the 'great 
island Lyceria, which is, I understand, full of corn and cattle. 
If yon could get a flotilla of gun boats up thr? eastern channel 
of the river to die poi,nt of separation, where the two channels 
form tins island, this object might be effected; otherwise, l fear 
it will not. ( • 

‘ I have not heard from General Hill that he was in want of 
seamen to work 'his guns. He has a great number pf artillery¬ 
men, both British and Portuguese, as well as of the ordfcnonzq, 
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and I am convinced that the seamen would give us more 
efficient assistance in the gun boats on the river. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Vice Admiral ‘ Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

• If you cannot get gun boats to the north east end of 
Lyceria, by the eastern channel, it will be necessary to have 
some naval strength off the south west end of it, lest the 
enemy should endeavor to pass a force down that way. 

‘ The enemy haye made no movement of importance yester¬ 
day or this day. They appear to be fortifying themselves at 
Sobral; but their delay is probably connected with the acqui¬ 
sition of the boats at Santarem. 

‘ I have directed that a heavy battery may be constructed on 
the right flank of the lines at Alhandra, which will tend to 
support the gun boats there.’ 

» 

Lieut. General V.scount Wellington, K.B., to Charles Sluarl, Esq. 

• My DEAR Sir, ‘ Head Quarters, 16th October, 1810, 11 a.m. 

‘ The Admiral has just now apprised me 6f the loss of forty 
boats at Santarem, which is a serious misfortune, to be attri¬ 
buted solely to the Government. I have written to him upon 
the arrangements to be adopted in consequence of it, which go 
principally to our own defence, but there are others which require 
the early attention of the Government. 

• First; the island of Lyceria, which is at present at the 
eriemy’s command, is full of corn and cattle. There is a 
safe communication now with the south end of it, and all 
the supplies should be drawn away immediately to Lisbon, 
if the iVdrnirai can station a flotilla at the N.E. extremity 
of this island, so as to prevent the enemy from bringing 
their boats lower down the river, if not already brought 
down, this island may yet be safe. But, at*all events, the 
corn, cattle, straw, &c.. should be brought away from it. 

‘ Secondly; the province of Alentejo being now open to the 
enemy, the people should be directed to remove under the 
cover of Palmela, and fort S. Felipe, at S^tuval, which are 
both •garrisoned; and the ordenaif/a sRould*bc collected there. 
It is probable, however, that Sort S. Felipe and Palmela arc 
not provisioned, as was thej;ase with Obidos,, which was there¬ 
fore abandoned, ana is the case with other ^Portuguese forts, 
notwithstanding repeated applications and remonstrances. 
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‘ Thirdly; care should be taken of the other boats on the 
river, that they do not fall into the hands of the enemy. 
Positive orders ought to be given that all boats of every de¬ 
scription should anchor on this side, on every night, between 
Alhandra and Lisbon. As shon as the Marquis de la Roma- 
na’s corps shall be across the Tagus, there will be no occasion 
for fleets of boats going over; and when they do go, for pro- 
vision*? or other purposes, they should be under the charge of 
some officer of the jxdice, who should force them to return. 

‘ I have received your letter of fne- 1 In my letter to 

Dom M. de Forjaz, which 1 signed this morning, 1 intended, and 
do advert to the conduct of all the militia of Lisbon, as well as 
to that of Thoniar. 'fhe conduct of the whole is infamous, and 
some measures must be adopted to force people who pretend to 
be soldiers, and receive pay and provisions as such, to do their 
duty. The Lisbon volunteer chasseurs are as bad as the rest ; 
I do not lielieve one third of the numbers are here. 

‘ The enemy have made no movement of importance this 
day. They have certainly one, probably two corps d’armee on 
this front near Sobral, but not a shot has been fired since the 
day before yesterday, excepting from the lines at Alhandra on 
a reconnoitring party yesterday. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq. > ‘ Wellington. 

‘ If there should be no provisions in fort S. Felipe or 
Palmela, some ought to be sent by sea.’ 

Lieut. General Visrount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ Mv dear Hill, ‘ 16th October, 1810, f before 1 a.m. 

‘ I conclude that you will have heard that the people of 
Santarem allowed forty large boats to fall into the hands of the 
enemy!!! 

‘ I have written to the Admiral upon the measures to be 
adopted for the security 'of your right flank; and Colonel 
Fletcher writes to Captain Squire to desire him to constructia 
work in the rear of the right of your,line for four heavy guns, 
to command the naviga'tion 'of the river, and give protection to 
the gun boats. In the mean time, the officer coinmanding the' 
gun boats should be informer! qf these circumutmces,' and 
should be desired to watch the river above Alhaiidra closely 
at night, so that nothing mav pass down. ‘ 1 «, 
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‘ I hope that you received my letter of yesterday morning. 

• Take care that, if the enemy should make a serious attack 
upon your post at the church of Alhandra, you shall have it in 
your power to draw away your guns in time. If you should 
find that they arc advancing uprn you seriously to attack you 
in the lines at Alhandra, which I can hardly believe, you had 
better bring one of your British brigades from Bueellas to 
Alverca to give support to the other. It appears to me how¬ 
ever, most likely that, if they wish to carry the lines of Alhan¬ 
dra, they will try your left flank rather than your right, and if 
so, your troops are better stationed at Bueellas and Villa de 
ltey than at Alverca. Probably one brigade might occupy an 
intermediate position at the Casa de Portella with advantage. 
If you should think so, move them. 

‘ The 8th corps, and I believe the 6th, are near'Sobral. 
They have made no movement, and not a shot has been fired 
for these two days, excepting one this morning from one,of the 
redoubts between this and Aruda. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lieut. Gen. Hill.’ * ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Crau/urd. 

‘ At the great redoubt of Sobral, 

‘ Mv dear General, ‘ 17th October, 1810. 

‘ I received last night your letter of the 16th. I could sec 
the reconnaissance of yesterday op our right from hence; but., 
I am much obliged to you for the information which your 
letter contains. 

‘ The roads are not yet fit for the march of your guns, and 
I therefore still keep them here; but I have ordered six Portu¬ 
guese three pounders to S. Ajuda this day, and I beg you tc 
send a person to that place to bring them to you. They art 
narrower in the axle tree, and lighter than our carriages, and 
will probably answer youf purpose equally well with the six 
pounders, but you shall have the latter as soon as the roads 
will bear them. 

' The positions which the enemy have talten up in our front, 
and the measures which they arc adopting to fortify them¬ 
selves on their right, induce me to believe-, tljat*their attack will 
be principally directed upon ouj’ right. 
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‘ I see that they have troops encamped on the heights above 
Villa Franca; and Hill tells me, in a letter of last night, that 
there were large fires on the heights near Alhandra, from which 
his piquets were obliged to withdraw in the evening. 

* I have brought General Ifcith’s division to the rear of this 
fort, where part of it is encamped. General Spry’s Portu¬ 
guese brigade will be cantoned this night in a village in the 
rear of the ?edoubts Nos. 12 and 13. The Hanoverian legion 
are in the villages behind No. 11; to all of which the British 
brigades in General Leith’s division \vill be ? reserve. 

‘ If the enemy should make his attack between this and 
Aruffia, I think these arrangements will make us tolerably 
secure, and will give time to make a further movement of troops 
to the right. On the other hand, if he should make his attack 
upon the centre or left wing of the army, with all the troops 
in front of this place, I shall be able to transfer General Leith’s 
division to be the reserve of the right of the centre, for which 
1 originally intended him. 

‘ The disposition which I have above described will show 
you what line I wish you to take. If the enemy attack Hill’s 
right, and our line to the left of this redoubt, my wish and in¬ 
tention is to employ you in an offensive movement. If they 
attack Hill’s left, by Trancoso or the valley of Calhandriz, 
and at the same time the ground on the right of this 
redoubt, I should prefer that you should look to Hill, rather 
than to the redoubts Nos. 11, 12, and 13. It would be 
necessary, however, for you to observe the ground between 
Nos. 10 and 11. All is quiet this morning in the front. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd.' * Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscouht Wellington , K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

* r 

‘ My dear Sir, ► Pero Negro, 17th October, 1810, 8 a.m. 

‘ I have just received your letter of the 14th, and two of the 
16th. 

‘ As for the prisoners taken from the enemy, whether by 
Portuguese or English troops, ,1 have hitherto always con¬ 
sidered them afc English. The Portuguese have »o means 
either of feeding; or taking care of them. Indeed, I was 
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obliged lately to take off their hands and send to England the 
prisoners which they had made at Chaves, before we had any 
English army in the field in Portugal: I do not know, there¬ 
fore, what prisoners Major Pernet has charge of on board the 
Princessa da Beira. 

‘ The way in which the matter is managed here is, that all 
prisoners taken are sent to the Provost Marshal at head 
quarters, and are forwarded by him to his assistant at Lisbon. 
He draws their provisions from the Commissary for jthem from 
time to time, and application is Tien made to you for a passage 
for them to England, when they are in sufficient numbers to 
render it worth while to send a ship home with them. 

• This arrangement answers very well for the present; but 
if their numbers should increase much, we must appoint an 
officer or officers to take charge of them, who will perform that 
duty which is now performed by the Provost Marshal. 

* I hope that the accounts which you have received t>f the 
enemy’s having found forty boats at Santarem are not well 
founded*, as Hill tells me that when he wanted boats there on 
the 7th he could find only five; and Beresford had armed par¬ 
ties in all the upper parts of the river, burning all the boats 
they could find. They went so far as to burn the spare boats 
belonging to the bridge of Abrantes. 

‘ From what 1 see of the Tagus from hence, I should 
imagine that no part of it can now be fordable; and, at all 
events, if the river was fordable, I have no apprehension what¬ 
ever that any part of the army cow in Portugal (excepting - - 
parties to get provisions or plunder) will cross the Tagus to 
carry on an operation on that side. And there is nothing to 
be apprehended from Mortier’s corps, which by letters from 
Estremadura of the 11th, received last night, 1 find had with¬ 
drawn towards Seville. * 

‘ I am concerned to find, however, from your letter of the 
16th, that if the enemy should take possession of the ground 
on the left of tiie Tagus, extending from Almada to Traffaria, 
our fleet has increased in size to such a degree, that a great 
number of the transports would be <jomp<jlIed to put to sea. 
As I'do not think it probable that the eneihy has it at all in 
his power to undertake such an operation at present, this cir¬ 
cumstance uoes not now much signify, but it is one of serious 

£J 

* The accounts wwe not well founded. : 
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consideration for the British Government, in case of any other 
invasion of Portugal by a larger force, which should be capable 
of making an attack upon both sides of the Tagus. 

* ft is quite clear to me that Portugal and England cannot 
afford a force to do more than defend one side of the river; and 
if the transports cannot remain in safety, the enemy being in 
possession of the left bank, the defence of the country ought 
not tOfbc attempted. 

‘ All my measures and arrangements upon this subject have 
been founded upon your opinions ‘conveyed in your official 
letter of the 20th of October, in answer to certain queries from 
me directed to this point; and if you have seen any reason to 
alter your opinion, I recommend that you should revise it, and 
state it again in the same form. 

‘ I am perfectly aware of the strength of the ground on the 
left of the Tagus, but unfortunately it would not answer our 
purpose of saving Lisbon and the Tagus from the enemy. I 
have reports and plans for fortifying and occupying it, but I 
have never thought of carrying the plans into execution for 
the reasons 1 have above stated, and it is now too late to 
think of them. 

‘ If the enemy, now in our front, should cross the Tagus 
with his whole army, which is hardly t practicable, I must only 
do the same with mine; and I agree with you in thinking, not 
only that I shall be before them, but shall have the best posi¬ 
tion in the country, although not fortified. 

‘ I do not wish the sick men (now ordered to be embarked) 
to be sent to England. 1 am firmly of opinion that the enemy 
cannot succeed ; but as I know that their situation is'desperate, 
we must expect that there is no risk they will not incur to 
attain their object, and I know enough of operations of this 
kind to be aware that hobody .can be certain of their result. 
My wish therefore is to have embarked in the ships every body 
who cannot walk down tef the beach, because, in case any acci¬ 
dent should happen, I know well that, even'under the bes 
arrangements, those who must be carried will have but a bac 
chance of being removed. 

r * ‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral , 1 ‘ Wkllington. 

the Hon. G. 'Berkeley. 

‘ The name of* the French General killed by the gun boat: 
was St.Croix< He was an excellent officer, and much j-espeetpd. 



1810 . 


PERO NEGRO. 


493 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

• My dear Sir, ‘ Head Quarters, 1 7th October, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter without date, forwarded by 
the messenger who brought the mail. I enclose the letter 
from the Prince Regent, which I beg you to return." I have 
likewise one from Linhares which I have not yet read. 

‘ The Government proceed in their seizures of carriages and 
mules in so injudicious a manner, that they do us more barm 
than good. They seized some of the mules and carriages 
employed by the Commissariat on monthly hire, some of them, 
I believe, Spaniards. In the same manner the Admiral seized 
the boats employed by the Commissariat, in order to transport 
Romana’s army from Aldca Galcga. 

‘ Then when they have got these mules and carriages they 
do not employ them, but the animals and people are kept 
starving and shivering under a guard, while we are wanting 
provisions, &c., here. » 

‘ I conclude that they have (as they ought to have) a re¬ 
gister of every mule and carriage in and about Lisbon. They 
should make requisitions for the carriages, and mules, and 
boats, according to their register, that is to say, the police 
should send orders to suen and such individuals, owners of 
carriages or mules, to produce them at a named place, where 
the person requiring them should be ready to receive them, 
and put them in use. Aocording to this mode every animal 
produced would be used; and none would be seized of those 
already in use, because they are not upon the register. 

‘ But this requires an attention to system, a regular method 
of carrying on business; punishments in case those to whom 
the directions of the police arc sent do not produce their car¬ 
riages or animals when required frorji them, which are incon¬ 
sistent with the, flighty spirit of the Government of the present 
day. However, you may depend upon it that what I have 
above stated is*the only mode of doing the business effectually, 
or indeed without injuring us. • * *. 

‘The carriages and mules«which bring up our provisions 
must be sufficient to Remove the sick and wounded till there 
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shall be a general engagement, for which there must then be a 
special arrangement. 

t ‘ Believe me. Sec. 

• C. Stuart, Esq: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

• Sir, ' ^ ‘Peru Negro, 18 th October, 1810. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 17th 
instant, in which you enclose^ a copy of yoqjr note of the 16th 
to Dorn M. de Forjaz, and the copy of his answer of the 17th. 

^must observe upon the latter, that months have elapsed 
since 1 pointed out to the Government the situation in which 
the country would, sooner or later, be placed by the enemy’s 
invasion, and recommended the measures to be adopted with 
a view to alleviate the evil to the inhabitants of the country, 
and ta render difficult and impede the enemy’s progress. 

‘ I repeated these warnings and recommendations at differ¬ 
ent periods, while the enemy was upon the frontier during the 
summer. Instead' of attending to what 1 recommended, the 
Government was employed in debating upon the expediency 
of maintaining the war upon the frontier, upon which, as an 
abstract proposition, there could be no doubt, but unfortu¬ 
nately we were deficient in means to effect the object. 

‘ By a fortunate concurrence of circumstances I was enabled 
to delay the enemy’s progress very considerably, and nearly 
.»hrce weeks had elapsed f’tpm the time he passed the Cba, 
before he passed the Mondego at Coimbra; and still nothing 
was done by the Government, of all that was recommended to 
them; and the Secretary of State now says, that the first the 
Government heard of the retreat of the army from Coimbra 
was on the 3rd instant. ..He has not adverted, however, to the 
fact, that in February last the Government were informed of 
the line of operations to .be carried on, and that since April 
last, it was obvious that Portugal was to be attacked by a force 
so large, as to render those operations a measure of necessi ty ; 
and therefore, tl\at the precautions for the good of the people, 
and for the annoyance* of the enemy, which before April and 
in the intermediate period were repeatedly recommended, 
ought to have been adopted befire the arthy even reached 
Coimbra on its retreat. 
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‘ There is no doubt of the evacuation of Obidos, or of the 
cause of that misfortune, as stated by me, viz., the want of 
provisions which had been ordered for that place weeks before. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

• C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington . K.B., to Vice jLdmir<r} 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ Mv dear Sir, • * Pero Negro, 19th October, 1810. 

» I received your letters of the 17th in the night. W„ith 
respect to the prisoners of war, I do not conceive that there 
will be any inconvenience in taking care of them, as we have 
hitherto, as long as they remain in our hands. When they 
arc handed over to the navy in order to be kept in a prison 
ship, or to be sent to England, the officers whom you propose 
to appoint to act for the Transport Board might take i*harge 
of them, and make such arrangement as you might think pro¬ 
per with Major Fernet, with the consent of the Portuguese 
Government for their subsistence. 

‘ I confess, however, that as the French treat well the pri¬ 
soners whom they take from us, and the Portuguese treat their 
prisoners exceedingly ill, particularly in point of food, I should 
prefer any arrangement by which prisoners who have once 
come into the hands of the Provost Marshal of the British 
army, should avoid falling under the care of any officer of the 
Portuguese Government. This, however, is entirely a matter 
for your consideration, with which I have nothing to do. 

* I am glad to find your opinion continues the same respect¬ 
ing the anchorage in the Tagus. If it should be necessary to 
occupy that anchorage, which does not appear very probable, 
I should think that many vessels might be sent out of the river, 
such as victuallers, store ships, &c., retaining none excepting 
those necessary to receive the troops,^ &c. 

‘ Brigadier Rosa’s conduct certainly appears extraordinary. 

‘ The positiqp of the gun boats is very satisfactory. I learn 
that the marine battalion attached to thg Fregeh'armv has been 
ordered to the Tagus, it is supposed to construct a bridge. 11 
is possible, however, thgt it may be to man gun fyaats. The only 
improvement which I could suggest in your distribution is, 
that the advanced flotilla, near Salvaterra, shbuld be strength- 
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tried. There would be no risk in this arrangement if the 
southern channel should be navigable, and it would effectually 
protect the island of Lyceria. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Vice-Admiral ‘Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

Li-.ut. General discount Wellington, K.R., to the Right Hon. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Psro Negro, 1'rfth October, 1810. 

‘ I received your letter, regarding Mr.-, late Lieutc- 

liant'of the -Regiment, and I am much concerned that 

the conduct of that officer was such as to prevent me from 
attending to your request. 

‘ When in arrest for one crime, he insulted, in the grossest 
and most wanton manner, another officer; for which offence he 
refused to make any apology, although desired to do so by me, 
and he broke his arrest. 

‘ If I were to interfere in favor of those who commit 
offences of this description, I should give such a blow to the 
discipline and subordination of the army, that there would 
very soon be no army remaining. 

‘ I am convinced that you will perceive the impossibility of 
my interfering in any manner in this case. 

* Believe me, &c. 

* The Rt. Hon. -. ‘Wellington. 

‘ I enclose an extract from the General Orders of the army, 

containing the crimes of Mr.-, and the decision of the 

General Court Martial.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. Colonel Torrens, 
Secretary to the Commander in Chief. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Peru Negro, 19t^i October, 1810. 

* 1 have had the lion dr of receiving your letter of the 13th 
August, directing that I should have enquiries made respect-, 
ing certain complaints forwarded by Lieut. —,— of the —— 
battalion-itgimerjt; and as I conceive that the Com¬ 

mander in Chief was not aware that the subject of tfi’esS com¬ 
plaints had already been under my consideration, and had 
been enquired into 'by me, and decided UDon, I wish to bring 
what passed unddr the view of the Commander in t Chief, before 
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I direct any further inquiry, which, if it must take place, must 
be one into my own conduct. 

• Lieut.- is an officer of whom I do not entertain a 

very good opinion. When the army was marching into Spain 
in June, 1809, he endeavored to remain behind his regiment 
in Portugal upon false and frivolous pretences, and he was 
afterwards accused and tried by a General Court Martial for 
striking Lieut.-, and for absenting himself from his re¬ 

giment during the battle, of Talaver.., af which crimes he was 
acquitted as appeSrs by the enclosed extract from the General 
Orders (A). The principal witnesses against him o?vthis 

trial were Capt.-and Lieut. —:—; and but a few days 

had elapsed after he was released from his arrest, when he 
wrote the enclosed letters, No. i and No. 2, complaining of 
the conduct of those officers. 

‘ No. 3 and No. 4 are the copies of Capt.-’s and 

Lieut. --’s replies to the charges against them, and*No. 5 

the copy of the draft of a letter written by my directions to 

the commanding officer of the -battalion -regiment, 

on Lieut.-’s complaints. Nos. 6, 7, and 8, are the answers 

received to No. 5, which, in my opinion, completely acquitted 
Capt.-of any corrupt or improper motive in the transac¬ 
tion of which Lieut.-accused him; and I therefore wrote 

the Commanding Officer of the-battalion,-regiment, 

a letter on the 13th of December, of which the enclosed No. 9 
is. a copy. 

* The Commander in Chief will be best able to judge from 
a perusal of these papers, whether there is any ground for 
further inquiry. If there is, I would submit that the inquiry 
ought to begin with myself, as my conduct and former decision 
upon the same point must be the basis of any inquiry into the 

complaint by Lieut.-. If, however, the Commander iif* 

Chief should be of opinion that there ought to be no further 

inquiry into these complaints by Lieut.-, I would submit 

that that officer ought to be tried by a General Court Martial, 
on a charge fat forwarding direct to the Secretary at War a 
complaint of his superior officer, not transmitting it through the 
commanding officer of his regijnent, according to his Majesty’s 
Regulations. * • , 

‘ I have the Hbnor to be, &c. 

‘ Lieut. C'lor.J Torrens.' ’’ ‘Wellington. 

fOL. vi? ‘ 2 K 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My,_Lord, ‘ Pero Negro, 19th October, 1810. 

* When I was establishing the line of posts to be taken up 
by the army in this part of thi country, 1 deemed it expedient 
to provide for the speedy communication of intelligence from 
one to the other, by the establishment of telegraphs; and I 
requested Admiral Berkeley to allow officers and seamen be¬ 
longing to the squadro 0 .~’n the Tagus, to go op. shore to under¬ 
take the management of thenr. lie complied with this request, 
button the 29th August, wrote me the enclosed. No. 1, claim¬ 
ing an extra allowance for the officers and seamen employed on 
this duty, upon which the correspondence Nos. 2, 3, 4, and 5 
followed. 

‘ As I thought it proper to send my papers away from the 
army during its retreat, I had not these by me when I received 
the Admiral’s letter of the 12th September, otherwise they 
should have been laid before your Lordship at an earlier 
period ; and I shall be very much obliged to your Lordship, if 
you will give me directions whether I am to give any, and what 
additional allowance of pay or provisions to the officers and 
seamen, who are serving on shore with the army, beyond that 
of blit and forage to the officers. 

‘ Although the Admiral had withdrawn the officers and sea¬ 
men from the telegraph stations before the army arrived in 
this part of the country, he has sent them back to their stations 
since we. have been here. “ 

‘ I have the honor to be, 8tc. 

• The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ Wellington . 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ My dear Sir, * ■ ‘ Pero Negro, 20th October, 1810. 

‘ 1 was aware that a register had been made of boats and of 
means of transport in ahd about Lisbon ; and what I meant 
was that the Government should make use of that register in 
their requisitions for these means, and not proceed to an indis¬ 
criminate embargp, with all its evil consequences. 

‘ You will receive my dispatch open. Sir Wyhdham 
Hailing is gojng home, and I mean that, he should take it, and 
I shall be obliged fo you, if you ttill give it to him/ 

' " ’ Believe me, &c. , 

* C. Stuart, Esq: ‘ MVKLMSG'toti. , 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

* My Lord, ‘ Pero Negro, 20th October % 1810. 

‘ Since I addressed you on the 13th instant, the enemy have 
been employed principally in reconnaitring the positions occu¬ 
pied by our troops, and in strengthening their own. In effect¬ 
ing the former object they have skirmished with the troops on 
our outposts, who have always conducted themselves weTl. 

‘ On the 14t'i they attacked with infantry, supported by 
artillery, a small'detachment of the 71st regiment, which 
formed the advanced guard of Lieut. General Sir Brent 
Spencer’s division, near Sobral de Monte agrac;o, in order to 
cover one of these reconnaitring parties. This detachment, 
having the Lieut. Colonel lion. II. Cadogan and Lieut. 
Colonel Revnell at their head, charged the enemy in the most 
gallant style, anti drove them into the town. The whole of 
the 8th corps d’armfee, however, and part of the 6th, arrived 
on the ground near Sobral, on that evening, and I therefore 
thought it proper to withdraw Lieut. General Sir Brent Spen¬ 
cer’s division from the advanced situation which it had occu¬ 
pied, and these troops marched to Zibreira, about one mile in 
the rear, on the 15th, in the morning. 

‘ The gun boats on the Tagus, under Lieut. Berkeley, with 
which Admiral Berkeley has supported the right of the army 
near Alhandra, have likewise been engaged with the enemy’s 
reconnaitring parties, and have been of great service to us. 

‘ 1 have the pleasure to inform your Lordship that the re¬ 
port which I communicated to you in my last dispatch of the 
13th, regarding the march of the detachments of troops under 
the command of General Bacellar has been confirmed Colo¬ 
nel Trant arrived near Coimbra on the 7th, and immediately 
attacked the enemy’s outposts, which "he cut off from the towny- 
and he then pushed into it, and took possession of it. The 
resistance made by the enemy did not last long, and he took 
80 officers and 5000 men (principally sick and wounded) 
prisoners. * 

‘ I have the honor to enclose the «copy. of his report to 
Marshal Beresford and of a .letter from Marshal Beresford, 
upon this success. On the following day Brigadier General 
Millar am 1 Lieut. Colonel' WilsonXarrived at Coimbra with 
their detachments, and they have since taken about 350 pri- 

2 k 2 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington. K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

• My Lord, ‘ Pero Negro, 20th October, 1810. 

« As it is possible that the army may be obliged to make 
marches during the winter, on which there will be a great con¬ 
sumption of shoes, I take the liberty of recommending to your 
Lordship, to order to Lisbon without loss of time 100,000 
pairs of soldier-' shoes of the best quality, and that orders 
should be given tcf continue the Manufacture of them. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. § 

* The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ Mv dear Sir, * Pero Negro, 21st October, 1810. 

‘ I enclose yoli a newspaper, which contains a paragraph 
which I have marked, to which I request you to draw the 
attention of the Government. I have sins enough of my own 
to answer for; and it is rather hard upon me to incur the 
odium of having recommended acts to this Government, which 
they committed without my knowledge, and of which 1 could 
not approve. 

‘ I must request that they will publish my letter to them 
upon the absurd and odious transaction to which this paragraph 
refers. 

* Believe me, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Pero Negro, 21st October, 181<b 

' I have received your letter of the 20th. I shall speak to 
Mr. Kennedy about the arrangement for the means of trans¬ 
port, upon which I have only now to observe, that it is made 
expressly with a view to save the carts of LisbonUex, and to 
use those of the strangers, just in the manner that the Govern¬ 
ment do every thing ulse in which Lisbon is concerned. 

‘ The remarks of Dom «M. de ^Forjaz, ypon the immense 
means of transport which the arniy possess, deserve an an- 
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swer, and they should have one if I had more leisure. In 
fact, all our means consist in Spanish muleteers; and if we 
had not had their services, we must have evacuated Portugal 
long ago. I should object to the British army having two 
thirds of the means of transport procured by embargo, if we 
did not in fact feed the whole army, regulars and militia, and 
ordenanga, Portuguese and Spanish. 

‘ The instructions to the Alentcjo gentlemen will answer 
perfectly., , ( 

‘ ^Believe me, &i. 

• C . Stuart , Esq . ‘ Wellington. 

‘ I have seen Mr. Kennedy, and he thinks that if they must 
embargo means of transport, the mode proposed is the best 
that could be adopted.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 

H. Wellesley. 

‘ My dear Henry, ‘ Pero Negro, 21st October, 1810. 

‘ I have not been able to write to you for some time, having 
been so much occupied ; and 1 now send you copies of my 
last dispatches. 

‘ 1 have no idea what the French will, or rather what they 
can, do. I think it is certain that they can do us no mischief, 
and that they will lose the greatest part of their army if they 
•-Hack us.. They will startc if they stay much longer; and 
they will experience great difficulty in their retreat. 

* The head of Ilomana’s corps has joined the army. All 
quiet in the north to the 13th instant. 

‘ Pray tell General Graham how much I should be pleased 
to have him here, but I did not. consider myself at liberty to 
call him here; and indeed Lord Liverpool’s letter, in which 
he allowed me to call for home of the troops, gave me to un¬ 
derstand that I must not call for General Graham. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 

' The Right Hon. IP. fVellesley. * Wellington. 

• * * ‘a* 

‘ I air. apprehensive that the Cortes are' becoming a National 
Assembly, and will ruin tl/e cause/ 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 

H. Wellesley. 

« gi R) ‘ Pero Negro. 22nd October, 1810. 

• I have the honor to enclose an account of money advanced 
by me for the subsistence of the corps under the command of 
Don Julian Sanchez, which I request you will submit to the 
Spanish Government, in order that the amount may be repaid 
to the British Government. 

‘ «J have the honor to be, ike. 

‘ The Right Hon. 11. Wellesley: ' ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.IL, to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ Redoubt of Sobral, 23rd October, 1810. 
‘ My uKAR Hill, 7 a.m. 

‘ I enclose a memorandum, which goes to settle a point on 
which General It. Craufurd made a reference to me yesterday 
, evening. 

‘ I have spoken to Beresford respecting the relief of Colonel 
Stewart. He will be relieved this day. and may join the Buffs 
as soon as relieved. 

* Believe me, &e. 

‘ Lieut. General Hill: ’ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K . IL , to Brigadier General 
H. Craufurd. 

‘ Redoubt of Sobral, 23rd October, 1810. 
‘ Mv niiAit General, 7 a.m. 

‘ I received yesterday evening your letter of the 22nd. I 
have the same complaints from every brigade in the army, re¬ 
specting the detention of the soldiers in the hospital at Lisbon ; 
aud there is one glaring fact which the gentlemen of the hd?- 
pi'al cannot get rid of, and that is, that the military return of 
sick absent is double that of the number of sick returned 
by them in the hospital/ It is true that there is a depot of 
convalescents at Belem, but that establishment cannot account 
for the* difference. 1 propose to give an order upon the subject 
this day. 

■ I sh >uld be happy to jnake your division stronger, and I 
have had in contemplation varioij; modejs of effecting that 
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object; but you must see the difficulty which is created by 
the arrival of General Officers, of rank superior to yours. 
However, I hope that I shall be able, in some manner, to in¬ 
crease your force. 

* My intention, in bringing- up a brigade to St. Jago dos 
Velhos, was not to limit the space which I wished you to 
attend to, but to have a body of troops in readiness to throw 
in upon the ground about Trancoso, and extending from No. 
8 to the mills (marked A in your plan), in case the enemy 
should make a push at the galley or Calhandriz. The guns 
from the point (B in your plan) in front of Trancoso will be 
with you probably this day; and I should wish to have them 
placed in the proper situation, and to have the general charge 
between General Hill’s left, which extends to No. 8, and the 
right of General Leith. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Brig: Gen. R. Craufurd. ‘WELLINGTON. 

‘ I enclose a memorandum, of which a copy will be sent to 
General Hill, and another to General Lumley.’ 


Memorandum for Lieut. General Hill and Brig. General R. Craufurd, 
to be also communicated to Major General the Hon. W. Lumley. 

" * Sobral, 23rd October, 1810. 
* Lieut. General Hill will adopt such measures as he shall 
think necessary for securing the entry of the valley of Calhan- 
driz, by the Quinta de Belhaco, upon which he will communi¬ 
cate with Brigadier General Craufurd, who will have a battery 
placed at the point of the ground extending from the redoubt 
No. 9, to fire upon the road from Aruda to Alhandra, and to 
defend the left of the entrance of the valley of Calhandriz. 

* ‘ Major General Lumley’s brigade of infantry is stationed 
at St. Jago dos Velhos a? a reserve and point of support,to 
the left of General Hill’s -corps, and the right of Brigadier 
General R. Craufurd’s division. ' v 1 

‘ Major General the Hon. W. Lumley will examine all the 
roads leading from'his ckntooments to the redoubt No> 8,.and 
to the windmill about 800 yards -on the right of that redoubt, 
in the rear of life Quinta de Belhaco; to the Quinta-de Bel¬ 
haco by those windmills, fas well as by Trancoso; to the 
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redoubt No. 9, and the ground extending from the right of 
No. 9 to the point on which Brigadier General R. Craufurd 
will have the battery constructed ; to the village of Matos. 

‘ Major General the Hon. W. Lumley will attend to any 
requisitions he may receive frorr Brigadier General R. Craufurd 
for any assistance, if that point of the position should be at¬ 
tacked, which extends from Matos to the Quinta de Belhaco. 

‘ Wellington.’ 

Lieut. General lAscount Wellington, K.B ., to Charles Stuart, Esq. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Pero Negro, 23rd October, 1810. 

‘ All the accounts which I have received of the proceedings 
of the enemy lead to a belief that they are collecting and 
making materials to construct a bridge to cross the Tagus. 

‘ It is impossible for me to say positively whether they will 
perform this operation, having first endeavored to cah-y the 
positions occupied by the army, or without making such an 
attempt; but, adverting to the numbers with which they en¬ 
tered this country, and to their probable existing force, and - to 
the character and reputation of the General commanding the 
army, and to the importance of the object to be gained by their 
forcing our position; and the certain loss of character, of 
time, and of all the objects of the campaign, by their retreat 
without attempting to carry it,—I cannot believe that the 
attempt will not be made, as soon as the means of passing the 
Tagus, in a retreat in case of failure, shall have been prepartfti: 

‘ Whether the attempt to carry our positions will be made 
or not, it is obvious that the enemy is constructing this bridge 
solely with a view to pass into the Alentejo, to which point I 
beg you to call the serious attention of the Portuguese 
Government. * ^ 

‘ First; I recommend to them, without loss of time, to 
adopt the measures for the removal of persons, valuable pro- 
• perty, cattle and grain^ which they ought to have adopted at 
an earlier period, in the provinces of Beira apd Estramadura. 

‘ Tjiey might move' either towards Elyas, towards Lisbon, 
or towards Setuval, in all of„ which places they will be secure; 
or behind tnc yiver Alcacer do Sal, or towards the province of 
Algarve 
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‘ Secondly; I recommend that the mills should be rendered 
useless for the moment, by carrying off the sails and some of 
the iron pins of the wheels. 

4 Thirdly; it is necessary that the Government should adopt 
early measuses to enable the army to follow the enemy into the 
province of Alentejo. 

‘ The orders should be prepared, directed to the owners of 
large boats, do attend where they might be required, with 
boatmen, &c., and measures adopted to ensure obedience to 
these orders. We shall want to re-cstablishf immediately, the 
three bridges, at Punhete over the Zezere, at Abrantes, and 
at Vifia Vella over the Tagus, (for I believe the bridge at 
Abrantes has been taken up). The Government should there¬ 
fore immediately prepare the boats and the means of laying 
three bridges; which might be laid down and used on the 
lower part of the Tagus, for the passage of the army, if that 
mode of passage should be found preferable to that by boats. 
It is useless for the Government to point out to me, that it 
would be desirable to endeavor to prevent the enemy from 
passing into Alentejo. I am aware of that; but unless I 
weaken the position on this side of the Tagus, upon which 
every thing depends, I cannot effect that object. Indeed I 
doubt whether I should be able to effect it at all under any 
circumstances. 

‘ I cannot conclude this letter without requesting you to 
point out to the Government, the inexpediency of giving to 
■tie ordenanza of Alentejo the arms which were sent by the 
British Government, to arm the organized corps of militia; 
and the folly of sending into the Alentejo two pieces of cannon. 

‘ The ordenanza are very capable, if they choose it, of pre¬ 
venting plunderers and marauders from crossing the river, or 
from plundering, if they should get across ; but it must not be 
expected that they will make any resistance of the, description 
which ought to be made by troops to whom 500 stands of new 
arms are delivered, or to whom two pieces df artillery are 
attached ; and these arms will be thrown away qnd be lost to 
the service, and the cannon will fall into the hands of the 
enemy, to the disgrace of the Portuguese army. I wo(ild*ob- 
serve also, that if it were right to give these arms and cannon 
to the ordenanza, ,the military officers of the Government 
ought to have beem consult! d upon the subject; but unfortu- 
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nately the existing Regency cannot avoid interfering with 
military affairs, with which they have no concern. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

• C. Stuart, Esq: * Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

i Sir, ‘ Pero Negro, 25tb October, 1810. 

4 1 have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 21st 
instant. When the Quarter Master General requires boats, or 
any other means of facilitating the operations of the troops, 
which would occasion expense, he is obliged, under deregula¬ 
tions of the service, to apply to the Commissary General to 
hire or purchase them for him. This is the common practice, 
and there was nothing irregular in Colonel Murray’s appli¬ 
cation to Mr. Kennedy, or Mr. Dunmore, to procure boats for 
the transport of the Marquis de la Romana's corps, from the 
left to the right bank of the Tagus. 

4 1 know nothing of Mr. Rawlings’ arrangements; but I am 
convinced that the Commissary General could not procure a 
sufficient number of boats for this purpose, in time, without 
application to the officer at Lisbon, in charge of the boats in 
the lower part of the Tagus. 

‘ I have not the papers by me at present to enable me to 
state who this officer is. But about a year has elapsed since, 
at my recommendation, an arrangement was made for number¬ 
ing and registering all the boats on the Tagus, and for placft g , 
those in each part of the river under the social direction of a 
particular officer; I believe the commanding officer at Lisbon 
was the person who had the direction of the boats below San- 
tarem. Some short time ago, however, an alteration was made 
in this arrangement; and a persomwas specially appointec^to 
perform this duty, to whom the application ought to have been 
made for the boats required upon this occasion, and by whom 
they would in course have been supplied. 

‘ I have nq doubt that you will be able to procure copies of 
both these regulations at Lisbon. Qne of .the objects of that* 
which I recommended was to be able at ail times to command 
•he boats to leave, those parts of the rivjer likely, to be in 
the possession of the eneiry ; an&jjer was... to avoid the system 
of embargos, than which nothing elm be more inconvenient to 
ty® puhjic service. 
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4 The first object has been tolerably well accomplished; and 
till lately, the register has answered the purpose of avoiding the 
necessity of laying general embargos on the boats in any of 
the risers. 

4 I have,,the honor to be, &c. 

'Vice Admiral ‘Wellington. 

the Hon. O. Berkeley.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

4 SlR, ' ' ‘ Pert Negro,,25th October, 1810, 

* I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 24th 
with its enclosures, and I am much concerned that the Portu¬ 
guese Government, instead of giving their own orders imme¬ 
diately for carrying into execution the arrangement recom¬ 
mended to them, should have sent the civil magistrate em¬ 
ployed [by them to me, to know in what manner he was to 
perform a duty purely of a civil nature. 

4 I have sent him back to receive the instructions of the 
Government; I have none to give excepting what are contained 
in my letter of the 23rd instant. 

4 In respect to the difficulties attending the measure of 
evacuating the Alentejo by the inhabitants, stated by Prin¬ 
cipal Souza, I shall first observe that, since that person has 
been in the Government, I have not made one proposition of 
any description in the execution of which he has not thrown 
difficulties, and has not opposed; but I hope that the time 
is*5ast approaching when I shall be relieved from the task of 
having any business to transact with this gentleman. 

4 In respect to the difficulties and inconveniences Stated, if 
they were greater, I could not prevent the French from crossing 
the Tagus, without incurring the risk of the defeat of the army 
and the loss of Lisbon. r 

4 Even Principal Souza would probably rather prefer these 
misfortunes, than suffer the inconveniences of which he has 
transmitted the exaggerated statement; but these inconve¬ 
niences and losses will be found either not to exi$t at all, or to 
be trifling in degree, if ( the Government, instead of sending 
the civil magistrate to me for instructions, will perforril their 
duty and instruct him themselves, or givp him a copy of my 
letter to you of thq 28rd iiynant, and send hiih at oace into 
the province. 
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' If the instructions contained in my letter of the 23rd are 
not sufficient, or not suitable to the circumstances, the Govern¬ 
ment should give others without loss of time, and not refer to 
me again matters in which I can have no concern whatever. 
The loss and inconvenience resulting from the measure recom¬ 
mended will result from delaying it; there will be none if it 
is adopted in time. • 

f In respect to the occupation of Almada by*the eifemy, I 
think it very unlikely, ynless he should receive » very large 
reinforcement, of‘which there is «o probability. Such a move¬ 
ment would expose the enemy, particularly if my recommen¬ 
dation is followed, to the loss of his whole army. 

‘ But I am supposed to know best where to send officers 
and detachments, and what points to guard, and I am re¬ 
sponsible for all my actions. I do not think it necessary to 
send an officer or troops to Almada; but I beg that the people, 
and their riches* and the boats, may be moved from the left 
bank of the river. 

‘ I must observe that it is not becoming ( in a member of the 
Portuguese Government to urge me to weaken the army by 
detachments, when they know that, owing to the weakness and 
pusillanimity of their system of government, nearly two-thirds 
of the militia are absent without leave, and the military laws 
have not the power of punishing them; when they know also 
that throughout the last year in which the works have been 
aonstructed, which have saved the country, I was never able 
to procure a tenth part of the nVimbcr of workmen required, 
notwithstanding repeated and earnest representations and re¬ 
monstrances to the Government; and that the works are con¬ 
sequently not so complete as they ought to have been, and 
that more men are required for the defence on this side the 
river, and fewer can be spared for any operation on the Mt 
bank. 

‘ I have tbp'honor to be, &c. 

* C. Stuart, Esq.' ‘Wellington. 

Memorandum for Marshal Berqsford. 

. ‘ Pero Negro, 26th October, 1810. 

‘ In the "existing* situation of affairs it »i§ desirable that 
Colonel \Vilson’s detachment should be brought down towards 
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Thotnar and Torres Novas, so as to confine the enemy’s de¬ 
tachments on that side. It will still be necessary, however, 
that (Colonel Wilson, Brigadier General Millar, and Colonel 
Trant should advert to the necessity of their keeping up their 
communication with, and their'rear open to, the lower Douro. 
Accordingly, when Colonel Wilson shall establish himself at 
Thomar,-if he should find that the enemy move upon him in 
force there, dr endeavor to retire by that road, he will send off 
his infantry by Espinhr.l ‘and Foz tJ’Arouce, and across the 
Mondego, at the Barca de Perv. Cova, to the convent of Busaeo, 
and thence by any road he pleases towards the north. If the 
enemy should not press him at Thomar by the road of Torres 
Novas, the infantry might retire from Thomar by the road of 
Ourem and Lcyria, or, if the season should be favorable, 
direct from Thomar upon Coimbra. His cavalry and any 
light detachment of infantry might move from Foz d’Arouce 
upon I’onte da Murcella upon the Alva, and parry iuto execu¬ 
tion the objects of your former instructions. A sketch of the 
country from Thonjar towards the Mondego and Alva will be 
sent to you for Colonel Wilson’s use. 

1 Wellington. 


‘ Marshal Beresford.' 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B.,to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ Mv DEAR Sir, ‘ Pero Negro, 26tli October, 1810. 

‘ I have received your private letters of the 21st, one with¬ 
out date, and one of the 25th, this morning. In answer to 
Lord Wellesley’s queries respecting the Portuguese liegency, 
my opinion is that the Kegeney ought to be appointed by the 
Prince Regent, to act during his pleasure. They ought to 
have full powers to act in every possible case, to make apjioint- 
m,~nts to offices, to dismiss from office, to make and alter 
laws; in short, every power which the Prince himself would 
possess, if he were on the sfiot. They ought to report in detail 
their proceedings on every subject, and. their reasons for th? 
adoption of every measure. The Prince ought «to decline re¬ 
ceiving any application from any of hiS officers or subjects in 
Portugal, not transmitted through the regular channels of the 
Governr?nt here, and ought to refer aH such applications to 
the consideration 6f the Jtegency.' 1 He ought to adopt no 
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measure respecting Portugal, not recommended by the Re¬ 
gency. 

‘ The smaller tiie number of persons composing the Regency 
the better; but my opinion is that it is not advisable to remove 
any of the persons now com]losing it, excepting Principal 
Souza, with whom I neither can, nor will have any official 
intercourse. The Patriarch is, in my opinion, a necessary evil. 
He has acquired a kind of popularity and confiddhce tlfrough- 
out the country, which .would increase if he we*e removed 
from office, and tf*c is the kind cf man to do much mischief if 
he were not employed. If we should succeed in remoi^ng the 
Principal (which must be done), 1 think the Patriarch will 
take warring, and will behave better in future. 

‘ In respect to military operations, there can be no inter¬ 
ference on the part of the Regency, or any body else. If there 
is, I can be no longer responsible. If our own Government 
choose to interfere themselves, or that the Portuguese Regency 
should interfere, they have only to give me their orders in 
detail, and I shall carry them strictly inya execution to the 
best of my ability, and I shall be responsible for nothing but 
the execution. But if I am to be responsible, I must have full 
discretion, and no interference on the part of the Regency, or 
any body else. • 

‘ I should like to see Principal Souza’s detailed instructions 
for his embuxeadas on the left of the Tagus. 

, ‘ If Principal Souza does not go to England, or somewhere 
out of Portugal, the country will’ be lost. The time we lose 
in discussing matters which ought to be executed immedi¬ 
ately, and the, wrong direction given to the deliberations of 
the Government, is inconceivable. 

‘ The gentlemen destined for Alentejo ought to have been 
in the province on the evening of the 24th. But, insteacWf 
that, three valuable days of fine weather will have been lost, 
because the Government do not, choose to take part in an 
arrangement, which > »however undeniably beneficial, will not 
be much liked by those whom it will affect ;■ although it is 
certain^ that sooner or ’later the%e person^ biust and will fly,' 
leaving behind them all theii; valuable property, and, as in the 
ca^ of this part of the country,^every thing-which eon enable 
the enemy to remain in th£ country. * • 

‘,'In answer to Dom M. de For^az’s note of the 22nd, en- 
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closed in yours (without date), I have to say that I know of 
no carriages employed by the British army, excepting by the 
Comnjissary General; and none are detained that I know of. 
I wish that the Portuguese Government, or its officers, would 
state the names of those who hfive detained carriages, contrary 
to my repeated orders; or their regiments, or where they are 
stationed. But this they will never do. All that we do with 
the cariiages'is to send back sick in them when there are any. 

‘ It will not answer to make an eqgagemcntithat the wheel 
carriages from Lisbon shall ryot come further than Bucellas, 
Montaphique, &c. Many articles required by the army can¬ 
not be carried upon mules, and the carriages must come on 
with these. In many cases the Portuguese troops, in par¬ 
ticular, are ill provided with mules; therefore this must be 
left to the Commissaries General of the armies, under a re¬ 
commendation to them, if possible, not to send the Lisbon 
wheel carriages beyond the places above mentioned. 

‘ I wish in every case that a regulation made should be 
observed; and thy makers of regulations should take care 
always so to frame them as that they can be observed, which 
is the reason of my entering so particularly into this point. 

k In answer to your letter of the 25th, I enclose you the 
copy of an answer which I gave Mr. Cochrane Johnstone to 
a similar proposal made to me. I cannot enter into a contract 
to receive a certain sum of money, at a certain advanced rate of 
exchange, at a future period. The offer should be conveyed 
to* Government, who alone cun decide upon it. 

‘ I have now, I believe, answered all your letters excepting 
one (without date), conveying the paragraph proposed to be 
published by the Government, respecting the paragraph in the 
Sun. I think they ought to say, not only that we had no 
share in that proceeding, but no knowledge of it till it was 
carried into execution. However, 1 see the subject has got 
into discussion in England 1 , and I therefore write to the Secre¬ 
tary of State upon it, and send him a copy of my letter to the 
Portuguese Government. <> 

‘ I have no objfcption to th,e publication of Bercsford’s letter 
about Madden, and 1 shall settlp with him about the trans¬ 
missal .these reports in future. * 

‘ 'Believe? me, 8cc, 

‘ C . Stuart , Esq.’ ‘ Wrcj luvgton. 
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Lieut. Oeneral Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘Sir, ‘ Pcro Negro, 26th October 1810. 

* The Commissary General having deemed it advisable to 
endeavor to procure cattle at Oporto for the service of the 
army, I shall be much obliged to you if you will order 3000 
tons of horse transports to proceed there, in order to transport 
to the Tagus the cattle which Mr. Mackenzie may purchase 
there. 

* I have the honor to be, &c. - 

‘ Via- Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral . 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Pero Negro, 26th October, 1810. 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your letter (without 
date) respecting the request made by Colonel Trant, that 
tonnage should be provided, to send 3800 French prisoners 
from Oporto to England. 

‘ My opinion is, that it is not expedient to send any of the 
transports from the Tagus for this service; and that it is 
desirable that they should be sent in those vessels which you 
may be able to procure at Qporto; and that those for whom 
you may not be able to procure tonnage at Oporto, or in the 
northern ports, should remain at Oporto till means may be 
fotiud of removing them to England. I do not think it would 
be proper to remove them to the fiayona lslands. 

‘ There are at present at Lisbon twelve French surgeons, 
whose names I enclose; and as several of the prisoners at 
Oporto are sick or wounded, I recommend that you should 
send there six of these gentlemen to attend upon them. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

Vice Admiral ‘Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

Lieut. Genial Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. # ■ 

‘ My dear Sir, „ < Pero Negro, 26th October, 1810. 

e I have received ydur letters oi the 21st arid 22nd. I am 

convinced ‘hat the enemy are not yet prepared with means of 

vni’.. vi ' o . 
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passing the Tagus with any thing but marauding parties; and 
the best people to employ against them are the ordenanza, and 
the irregular horse lately got together. 

‘ The swamps on the island of Lyceria would not do your 
marines and seamen much good ; and they are not necessary to 
keep the enemy’s marauding parties in order. 

* When they shall have prepared their bridge, the matter 
will bqcome,too serious for any number you could detach from 
your squadron, and they might experience difficulty in getting 
away again. 1 recommend to you,'therefore, at present not 
to make the detachment proposed. Hereafter it might be 
desirable to station a few men at Alcochete, about a league in 
front of Aidea Galega. 

„ ‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ‘Wellington. 

the Hun. G. Berkeley.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., tc Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

( Sir, ‘ Pero Negro, 27th October, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 25th instant, regarding 
the arrival of the Sabrina and convoy with French prisoners 
from Oporto; and 1 concur with you in thinking that it is 
desirable to send them to England, without loss of time, in one 
of the troop ships, with such a quantity of tonnage as may be 
sufficient for the purpose of removing them, the whole return¬ 
ing to Lisbon as soon as possible. 

‘ I liave the honor to be, Sic. 

‘ Vice Admiral ‘ W Ellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the'Hon. G, Berkeley. 

‘ Mr dear Sir, ‘ Pero Negro, 27llv October, 1810. 

‘ I have received your fetters of the 24th and 25th. I men¬ 
tioned to Mr. Stuart that in case the enemy should retire )tJ we 
shall want immediately to re-establish the bridges at Punliete 
and Villa Velha,*and at Abrante’s, if that should be destroyed, 
in order that the Government might not cavil at the expense of 
prepai» n g threp bridges, which we shall want, at all events, if 
we stay in the country. 
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‘ If the three bridges should be prepared, I should begin by 
laying them down in some convenient situation above Salva- 
terra, and pass the army over in three columns. 

‘ I am afraid that we should find it inconvenient to crdhs to 
the island of Lyceria, as I believe there is no road across the 
island which an army could use. There is certainly none 
across the low island opposite Alhandra, which, if the bridge 
is placed at Alhandra, must be crossed as well as Lyceria, 

‘ I cannot find out where the enemy are making their bridge, 
or where they proppse to place it. 

‘ From Loison’s movement towards Santarcm, and, I believe, 
even towards Thomar, I should think that they have given up 
the plan of crossing the Tagus. 

‘ Nothing can be worse than Principal Souza. I have 
written to England about him, and have sent to the Secretary 
of State my letter to the Portuguese Government disapproving 
of the arrests. I have no doubt that the Portuguese govern¬ 
ment circulated the report that I had been the cause of them, 
and I am strongly inclined to publish at Lisbon my letter to 
them upon their subject. 

‘ lhiieve me. Sec. 

* Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ This was the day of our dispatching the mail for England, 
otherwise I would have gone to Alhandra to see you and Lady 
Emily.’ 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington. K.B., to the Adjutant General. 

‘ Sin, ‘ Peru Negro, 27th October, 1810. 

‘ 1 have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 2(ith 
September, regarding Colonel Wilson *. 

‘ I found this officer doing duty with the Lusitanian Lcgioir 
when I arrived in Portugal; but I do not know by whose leave 
or authority; and he has continued hi that corps ever since. 

* ‘>He is now confidentially employed by Marshal Beresford 
and me at the head of the staff attached to the Portuguese 
General Officer commanding the troops in the northern pro¬ 
vinces of this kingdom; which troops are stationed in the 

1 • y 

* Major General Pir John Wilson, C.B., cc/nmaiming in Ceylon, 

' 2 l 2 
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enemy’s rear, and acting immediately upon all his communi¬ 
cations with Spain. All the arrangements for these operations 
have been made and carried on through Colonel Wilson, the 
loss 6f whose services will be seriously felt by the army in this 
country. C 

‘ I venture to delay ordering him to join the Royal York 
Rangers till the Commander in Chief shall have read this 
letter,, and , shall have decided whether it is most important 
that he should continue where he is, or proceed to join the 
regiment io which he belongs. * 

‘ 1 h'ave the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Adjutant General: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

' Mv Lord, ‘ Pero Negro, 27th October, 1810. 

* When the Marquis dc la Romana came to my head quarters 
at Alverca in the month of J uly last, I arranged with him, 
among other points, that, in case the enemy should move into 
Portugal to attack this army, he should march to our assist¬ 
ance ; and that if he was pressed by the enemy on the side of 
Estremadura, he was to fall back upon Portugal. 

‘ The Marquis de la Romana, however, informed me some 
time ago, that in case of his entry into Portugal to assist the 
British army, or for his own safety, it was impossible for him 
to provide for the subsistence of his troops while in this country, 
and lie urged me to request the Portuguese Government to 
supply him. 

* I forwarded this request, but the Regency stated that they 
were unable to comply with it, and I am aware that they are 
not able to supply with regularity their own troops. 

‘ In a subsequent correspondence the Marquis de la Romana 
Complained to me that his troops were destitute of pay, clothing, 
shoes, and every necessary, and that he had no money, and he 
earnestly entreated me to~ supply him in case he should march 
into Portugal. * t *> 

‘ Under these circumstances, I thought it -proper, when I 
called upon the" Marquis de la Romana to march into Por¬ 
tugal, and when I was certain of the enemy’s advance after the. 
battle*cf Busaco, to give him £20,00C sterling on account of 
the Spanish government, and 8000 pairs of shoes; and to 
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engage to feed his troops while they should remain in Por¬ 
tugal, also on the account of the Spanish Government, on the 
same terms as under the arrangement of June, 1809, the ..Por¬ 
tuguese Government pay for rations received from the British 
Commissariat for the Portuguese troops. I enclose an extract 
of a letter written to the Marquis de la Itomana upon this 
subject. 

e 1 hope that his Majesty’s Government will approve of these 
arrangements. J did not think myself justified in np.t bringing 
into our positions *11 the force which was at my disposal; and 
it would have been vain to expect any service from the Spanish 
troops if they had not been paid, fed, and provided like the 
other troops with which they were to act; and their march 
through the country, and their stay in it, would have been 
worse than the invasion of the enemy. 

‘ The Marquis de la Itomana, even if provided with money, 
would have experienced difficulty in procuring provisions on 
his march through Alentejo; and here, unassisted by the 
English or Portuguese magazines, he would have found none. 

‘ I propose to send to his Majesty’s Minister at Cadiz the 
accounts of the sums which will be due by the Spanish 
Government for the money, provisions, and necessaries de¬ 
livered to the Marquis de la Romana's corps. 

£ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool,' 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Pero Negro, 27th Ootober, 1810. 

‘ I have the honor to enclose the originals of two letters for 
the Prince of Essling, recently intercepted between Salamanca 
and Ciudad Rodrigo, which deserve the attention of his 
Majesty’s Government. 

‘ That from the Prince of Neufohatel, No. 1, shows that 
the enemy have mean? of acquiring intelligence in England. 
The strength qf the.different divisions of this army quoted in 
this letter, must have been extracted .from the weekly states 
.transmitted home, which alone contain, the accounts of the dis¬ 
tribution of the army into divisions. 

‘ 'f he letter No. 2, show3 the 'source from which Massena 
may draw his reinforcements, but from the letter No. 1, it is 
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obvious that the reinforcement which it appears has arrived 
at Vitoria, was not intended for him, and it is possible that it 
may have been sent to another quarter. 

‘ It appears from other letters, intercepted at the, same 
period, that as late as the $th October, no intelligence had 
been received at Valladolid of the battle of Busaco, from 
which I\lassena would have begun to doubt of the sufficiency 
of his means to effect his object; and it may therefore be con¬ 
cluded, tfyat even if tljeso fifteen battalions, of if the 9th corps 
d’armee had not been aUottetf for service in' some other quarter 
of the Peninsula, they could not have received at Vitoria 
Massena’s requisition for assistance till the 16th October, and 
that they cannot be in this neighbourhood till the middle of 
next month, 

‘ All the accounts which 1 have received of the distresses of 
the enemy for want of provisions would lead to a belief that 
their'army could not remain long in the position in which it 
is placed, and it is astonishing that they have been able to 
remain here so long. There is no doubt whatever, that no 
issue of bread or flour bus been made to the army since it 
marched from Almeida, where the soldiers were loaded each 
with biscuit for fifteen days, which the greater proportion of 
them being unable to carry it had thrown away. They have 
since received meat only, and such vegetables as they could 
pick up. 

‘ As the Portuguese Government neglected to adopt the 
measures which I had recommended to them, even in this 
neighbourhood, viz., to prepare the people for withdrawing 
from those parts of the country into which the enemy should 
move his army, carrying with them their valuable property, 
and whatever could tend to the subsistence of the enemy, or to 
facilitate his progress, driving „off their cattle, and rendering 
useless the mills, it is impossible to form a judgment respect¬ 
ing the quantity of subsistence which the enemy may have 
found in that part of the country which they occupy with, 
their troops, or to which they may send their detachments. I 
am convinced, that if the measures which I recommended had 
been adopted, in'time, in this neighbourhood, and on the i banks 
of theJTagus, they would have been as successful as they W'ere 
found to be in th^ province of lkira, and on the bonks of the 
Coa and the Moudego; and the enemy would ‘ have been 



1810. 


PERO NEGRO. 


519 


obliged before now, to commence bis retreat for the want of 
provisions to support his army. But it is impossible now to 
form a judgment of the supply which he has found, or of the 
length of time which he may be enabled to remain in his 
position. 

‘ This is not the only cause that I have to complain of 
the recent proceedings of the Portuguese Government, and I 
beg to assure your Lordship, that if Principal Souza: is not 
removed from the Regency, and even from Portugal; and if 
the Prince Regen* does not give power and authority, arid his 
support and countenance to the Government which he will 
appoint to conduct his affairs here, it is useless to pretend to 
carry on military operations on an extensive scale, of which 
Portugal is to be the basis, or to preserve this comyry. » 

‘ I havp the honor to lie, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ WELLINGTON. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Serrctari/ of Slate. 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Peru Negro, 27th Other, 1810. 

‘.Your Lordship has been apprized of the measures which 
had been adopted to induce the inhabitants of Portugal to 
quit that part of the country through which the enemy was 
likely to pass, or which it was probable would become the seat 
of his operations, carrying off with them their valuable 
property, and every thing which could tend to the enemy’s 
subsistence, or to facilitate his progress. There is no doubt 
that these inhabitants had sufficient knowledge, from former 
experience, of the treatment they would receive from the 
enemy ; and there is no instance of those of any town or 
village having remained, or of their having failed to remove 
what might be useful to the enemy when they had sufficiently 
ea>;ly intimation of the wishes of Government, or of myself, 
that they should abandon their houses, and carry away their 
pfoperty. “ 

‘ All those*who are acquainted with the nature of military 
operations, with their dependence upon the assistance of the 
country to supply the wants of the army, and particularly with 
the degree to which* the French armies depend dpon this 
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assistance, must be aware of the distress which this system has 
occasioned to the enemy; and the official and private letters 
which have been intercepted, are filled with complaints of its 
effects, which have been repeated in the official papers (pub¬ 
lished in the Montieur at Parip. 

‘ It happened unfortunately, that the Indian corn harvest, 
which is .the principal support of the inhabitants of a large part 
of Portugal, was on the ground at the moment of the enemy’s 
invasion. This of course could not be carried off; the enemy’s 
troops have, as usual, destroyed what they«-could not move; 
and nothing remains. 

* Iff therefore, the result of the campaign should be to 
oblige the enemy to withdraw from Portugal, it is much to he 
apprehended that the greatest distress will be felt in those dis¬ 
tricts through which the enemy’s troops have passed, which 
there are no means whatever in this country of relieving. 

‘ Upon former occasions, the wealthy inhabitants of Great 
Britain, and of London in particular, have stepped forward to 
assist and relieve the distresses of foreigu nations, whether 
suffering under calamities inflicted by Providence, or by a 
cruel and powerful enemy. This nation lias received the 
benefit of the charitable disposition of his Majesty’s subjects, 
and there never was a case in which their assistance was 
required in a greater degree, whether the sufferings of the 
people, or their fidelity to the cause they have espoused, and 
their attachment to his Majesty’s subjects, he considered. 

I declare that I have scarcely known ail-instance in which 
any person in Portugal, even of the lowest order, has had 
communication with the enemy inconsistent with his duty to 
his own sovereign, or with the orders he had received. 

‘ I would, therefore, beg leave to recommend the unfortu¬ 
nate portion of the inhabitants who have suffered from the 
eftemy’s invasion, to your Lordship’s protection ; and I request 
you to consider of the mode of recommending them to .the 
benevolent disposition of his Majesty’s subjects, at the moment 
which I hope may be not far distant that the enemy may'be 
under the necessity of evacuating the country. 

.' ‘1 have the honor to be, &c. 

' The Earl of Liverpool? ‘Wellington. 



1810. 


PERO NEGRO. 


521 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl qf Liverpool, 
Secretary qf State. 

‘ Mr. Lord, ‘ Pero Negro, 27th October, 1810. 

‘ Having observed that I arr supposed to have advised the 
measures recently adopted by the Regency in Portugal, in 
respect to certain individuals who have been sent out of the 
kingdom; and as I know that credit is given to calumnies of 
this description and that they are frequently repeated, and 
brought forward iTi the shape of charges against those who are 
serving his Majesty abroad, I am desirous that your Lordship 
should be informed how this matter really stands. 

‘ The first 1 heard of the arrest of the persons in question 
was from public report, and from the Portuguese newspapers. 
The Secretary of the Regency afterwards sent me a paper 
upon the subject, of which I enclose a copy, to which I wrote 
the answer expressing my disapprobation of the meastirc, of 
which I enclose the draft. 

* I ain decidedly of opinion that the Portuguese Govern¬ 
ment had no reason for arresting these individuals, excepting a 
desire to gratify the populace by an act of vigor against those 
supposed to be well wishers of, and partisans of the French. 
It is impossible for me to say whether they arc so or not, but 
I am very certain that thej' had it not in their power to do any 
mischief, and that their sudden arrest and transportation for 
crimes not stated, were calculated to do much injury at the 
time, by creating general suspicion and mistrust. , 

‘ 1 am afraid that the Portuguese Government, after they 
had carried this measure into execution, and had found that 
commiseration for the sufferings of individuals had excited the 
disapprobation of many persons in Lisbon of the whole pro¬ 
ceedings, gave their sanction .to the reports which were circu¬ 
lated by their friends, that it had been adopted at the sug¬ 
gestion of the British authorities, although they had adopted 
it not only without consulting any of us, but had persevered 
in carrying it into execution, notwithstanding the remonstrances 
of his Majesty's Minister and of the ^dmirr.l, and they knew , 
that T disapproved of it entirely. _ '• 

. 4 I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Ear ,' nf Liverpool : * * ■ 4 Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

« 

‘ My Lord, ‘ Pero Negro, 27th OctoberH8J0. 

‘ I enclose a letter from Lieut. Colonel Fletcher of the 
Royal Engineers, and a list of Engineer’s stores required for 
the service in this country. The articles required in former 
requisitions'have not yet arrived, and if they have not yet 
sailed from England it is desirably that no r time should be 
lost in dispatching them. f 

‘ J have also to request your Lordship will give directions 
that all the articles of camp equipage, provisions, and military 
stores, and blankets, &c., for the troops, may be sent out as 
sortn as possible. 

‘ I shall be much obliged to your Lordship if you will give 
directions that two brigades of 5? inch iron howitzers (without 
chambers) weight 13cwt., mounted upon ,heavy 6 pounders 
travelling carriages, may be sent to the Tagus for the use of 
this army. It would be very desirable that these carriages 
should be mounted upon axletrees of the following dimensions, 
viz. : breadth from wheel to wheel, 4 feet inches, extremity 
of the axletree from point to point, 5 feet I inch. But if 
there are none of these carriages in the yard, it is better that 
w 7 e should have them of the usual 'dimensions, than that there 
should be any delay in the arrival of these pieces of ordnance. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

' \'he Earl of Liverpool.' - ‘ Wki.lington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the. Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘•My Lokd, ’ ‘ Pero Negro, 27th October, 1810. 

‘ As the troops are liable at this season to complaints in tjieir 
bowels, which in many instances end fatally, particularly in 
this country, in which they cannot 'be' prevented from eating ' 
grapes and drinking the new win,e, I have thought it proper to 
direct that an issue shah be made to them from the stprqs of a 
quantity of rice, not exceeding -one pound among eight men 
each day, whir’n I hope may have tine effect ,o£ checking 
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the tendency to this disorder, and aid in its cure in cases 
in which it has been already acquired. 

‘ T propose to direct this issue, as soon as the troops shall be 
in a ,situation to purchase any thing in addition to their rations. 
I hope that his Majesty's Government will approve of this 
arrangement. 

‘ I have the honor to be, Stc. 

• The liafl of Liverpool.' ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

* Mv I.ORD, * Pcro Negro, 27th October, 1810. 

‘ I enclose two letters from Marshal Beresford, with reports 
from Brigadier General Blunt, of successes against the cncifiy's 
detachments, by parties detached from the garrison of Peniclie. 
r l he former was mentioned to your Lordship in my dispatch 
of the 20th instant. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool.' ' Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.R., to the Ear/ of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, 4 Pei -0 Negro, 27th October, 1810. 

• I observe that I am accused in the French oilicial paper, 
the “ Mont tear,” of having promised to endeavor to raise the 
siege of Ciudad Bodrigo; and it is stated that my letters 
to General ITcrrasti, the late Governor of that fortress, con¬ 
tained that promise ; and as the “ Monitui.tr " is considered an 
authority against those serving his Majesty abroad, and the 
charge is one of a serious nature, I think it proper to transmit to 
your Lordship extracts of the lettcrs.whieh 1 wrote to General 
Herrasti upon the subject of tile defence of Ciudad Rodrigo, 
and of the assistance he was to expect from the army under 
my command. ■ 

‘ After the summons of the place by Marshal Ney in the 
month of February, I placed Brig. Gen. H, Craufurd’s divi¬ 
sion within the Spanish territory, between, the Coa and the 
Agueda, in order to^ be neater Ciudad Rodrigo, and to pre¬ 
vent the enemy from cutting off*the communication with that 
place. 
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‘ The Junta of Castille, of which General Herrasti was the 
head, remonstrated against this disposition, as they said the 
country could not supply provisions for the troops; and I then 
wrote* them a letter to apprise them of the object I had in. view 
in that disposition, and to inform them that I should alter it, 
as it did not appear to be satisfactory to them. The Junta 
of Castille then sent me a deputation of two of their members 
to Visaju, to, request that I would not alter the disposition 
which I had made, with wjjich request I complied; but in the 
conversatio'h which I had with these 'deputies, I pointed out to 
the Junta that Ciudad llodfigo was not the only object en¬ 
trusted* to my care; that when that place should be attacked, 
I must take into consideration, not only the relative strength 
of ^he two armies immediately in the neighbourhood of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, but other operations going on at the same time in 
other parts of the Peninsula, before 1 should determine whe¬ 
ther I -could undertake its relief. 

‘ Two days afterwards, on the 26th April, the place was 
invested on the right of the Agueda by Ncy’s corps, but its 
communication rertiained open with the country on the left 
of that river, in consequence of the position of General Crau- 
furd’s division. I found from General Herrasti’s letters, that 
he was inclined to consider that I had entered into a formal 
engagement to proceed to the relief of the place at all events 
and at all risks, when it should be attacked, and I therefore 
wrote him from Celorieo a letter, on the 7th May, of which 
I enclose an extract. No. 1, in which I stated that the relief 
to be expected from me depended upon circumstances; and in 
order that the matter might be more fully explained,- and that 
the whole of the Junta might be informed of What my inten¬ 
tions were, 1 sent this letter by Colonel O’Lalor, an officer in 
the service of Spain, who, had been for some time attached to 
tlif British Head Quarters, who did explain to the Junta that 
operations of the British a,rmy depended upon the strength* of 
the enemy’s army by which the place should be attacked, and 
upon other operations going on in other quarters at the same 
i time. Q 

‘ I repeated the. same sentiments in a letter to the Governor, 
of the 6th June, of which I enclose the extract. 

‘ As v y*our Lordship knows, the, place was-not completely 
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invested till the 11th June, and after it was invested, I re¬ 
ceived another letter from General Herrasti, requesting my 
assistance, to which I wrote the answer No* 3, in which I 
referred him to my former letters, and to the communication 
by Colonel O’Lalor. 

‘ I do not know whether he ever received this letter, but I 
thought it proper to use the terms in which that letter is 
written, because it was not improbable that it might fall into 
the hands of the enemy, and it was desirable even for Ciudad 
Rodrigo itself, ttup they should not be made acquainted with 
my intentions. 

‘ From the perusal of these papers your Lordship will be 
able to judge whether I deserve the imputation of having 
deceived General Herrasti with hopes of relief. The oply 
chance of relieving Ciudad Rodrigo was to have made Ge¬ 
neral Hill’s corps cross the Tagus in June, and to unite the 
whole Rritish army in that operation. But this could not 
be done unless the Marquis de la Romana could maintain 
himself in Estremadura against the 2nd corps of the French 
army, after General Hill should have been brought away. I 
proposed this plan to the Marquis de la Romana in the inter¬ 
views which I had with him at Alvcrca during the siege of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, but he declared that he could not maintain 
his position in Estremadura if Lieut. General Hill should cross 
the Tagus, and Regnier should still remain in that province. 

‘ I did every thing in my power, short of deceiving General 
Herrasti with hopes of relief at all risks to the army under my 
command, to induce him to defend the place entrusted to his 
charge. It is a very convenient doctrine for the French, that 
a fortified place which is attacked by them, and has no hope 
of relief from an army in the field, ought to surrender without 
making any defence; but the contrary doctrine is the only one 
by which they can be cffectifally opposed. The inhabitants 
of every town in a state of siege must suffer considerably, but 
their remaining in it during the period of the siege is a matter 
of choice, and in the ease of Ciudad Rodrigo in particular, 
was not a matter of necessity; and it would be quite a new 
principle in war, and a most advantageous «ne for the French, 
'that every town, threatened with a siege of which the inhabit¬ 
ants might feel the inconvenient, and for which there could 
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be no hope of relief by an army in the field, ought to surrender 
without making any defence. 

„ ‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The 'liarl of Liverpool.' * Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

« My LoRp, ‘ Pero Negro, 2,’tli October, 1810. 

* The enemy still occupy tjic same positions in front of this 
army jyhich they held wheii I addressed you on the 20th 
instant. They have detached some troops towards Santarem, 
and on the 23rd General Loison marched towards that place 
with the division under his command, and it appears from 
accounts from the commanding officer at Abrantes of the 21th, 
that a body of the enemy’s infantry and cavalry had entered 
Thoniar on that day. 

f The reports which I have received from the prisoners and 
deserters who have been brought in, concur in the accounts 
of the distress felt by the enemy for the want of provisions of 
all descriptions. They state that, they are collecting and pre¬ 
paring materials to construct a bridge over the Tagus; but 
although we have a good view of tjiat river from different 
parts of the ground occupied by the army, and have officers 
and others employed on the left of the Tagus to observe the 
motions of the enemy, 1 have not been able to discover either 
where this work is carrying on, or where the bridge is to be 
placed on the river, if it should be constructed. The enemy 
appear very anxious to collect boats, and on the 24th endea¬ 
vored to drive a party of the ordenanza from Chamusca by 
the fire of their artillery, in order to obtain possession of some 
which were under that place. 

‘ Colonel Wilson had been at Leyria with , the cavalry 
attached to General Bacellar’s division, and had proceeded 
to Ourem. The advance of the infantry was a'i Pombal. 

‘ On the side of Obidos and Ramalhal, the British cavalry, 
and a battalion of Spanish light infantry, and the troops of the 
garrison of Penichfc confine' the enemy’s detachmerfls f and 
they rcjally possess no part of the country excepting that on 
which their army stav.ds. 
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* By the last accounts from General Silveira of the 17th 
instant, it appears that all was quiet in the north, and he had 
not received any accounts of the march of troyps in Castille. 
The parties of guerrillas had been more daring than Usual, 
and they had united in the neighbourhood of Valladolid early 
in the month of October, to the amount of 1500, in order to 
carry off a convoy of money which had been raised in contri¬ 
butions from the country, in which attempt, however, they 
failed. 

* According to ^ie accounts of the feist from Es,remadura, 
it appears that Marshal Mortierb corps was still at Seville, 
and General Ballesteros was observing it from Aracena? The 
second division of the Marquis de la llomana’s corps under 
General Carrera arrived at Lisbon on the 25th, and will be 
with the army this day. My last accounts from Cadiz are of 
the 4th instant. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverjiool.' * Wullington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Marl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ Mr dear Lord, ‘ Pero Negro, 27th October, 1810, 

' My dispatches of this date will give you an idea of our 
situation, which I hope will be satisfactory to you. In my 
opinion the enemy ought to retire, for he has no chance of 
annoying our position; and delay will only aggravate his 
distress, and make his retreat more difficult. 

‘ 1 calculate that a reinforcement of 15,000 men would nut 
give him so good an army as he had at Busaco. IJe had 2000 
men killed there: Trant took 5000 prisoners at Coimbra: 
above 1000 prisoners have gone through this army: many 
men have been killed by the peasantry, and in the skirmishes 
with our different detachments: and they had 200 or 3QP 
men wounded in the affair with our outposts about Sobral. 
Tluiy cannot have less than 4000 sick, after the march they 
hav/ made, the distress t[iey have 'suffered, and the weather 
to which they # were exposed. Indeed, the deserters and pri¬ 
soners tell us that almost every* body is,sick. 

• ‘ Froth this statement you will judge of’the diminution of 
their numbers and yqp will see that I have not, much reason to 
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apprehend any thing from the“ quinze beaux bataillons" which 
fought at Essling, and which cannot be here before the middle 
of November.. I do not think I have much to apprehend, even 
if Mortier should be added to them. However, we shall see 
how that will be. 

‘ We have an excellent pdsition, which we are improving 
every day ; and the army is in good order and spirits, and not 
sickly, ’ By the last returns, we had 4200 in hospital, and no 
serious disorder. We had 8500 sick in the military returns, 
but these’include convalescents at’ Belem,, of whom, I hope, 
under better regulations, nor to have quite so many. 

‘ 1 ‘am not quite certain that I ought not to attack the 
French, particularly as they have detached Loison, either to 
look for provisions, or to open the road for their retreat; but 
I think the sure game, and that in which I am likely to lose 
fewest men, the most consistent with my instructions and the 
intentions of the King’s Government; and 1 therefore prefer 
to wait the attack. Besides, although I hdve the advantage 
of numbers, the enemy are in a very good position, which I 
could not turn with any large force, without laying open my 
own rear, and the road to the sea. This is the worst of all 
these strong countries, that they afford equally good positions 
to both sides. 

< I beg your Lordship will hurry out our supplies of all 
kinds, and the horses for the artillery. 

‘ I hope that Lord Wellesley will relieve me from Principal 
Souza. I cannot act with that gentleman; and indeed the 
Portuguese Government must be put on a proper footing, and 
forced to do its duty. 

‘ Believe me, &c. > 

• The Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ Wellington, 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

, g IE> ‘ Pero Negro, 28th October, 1810. 

«I have received your letter of the ?6th instant, and Lam 
much concerned to have to inform you that, the cattle and 
other articles of supply, which the Government have been in¬ 
formed* have been 1 removed from the Island of Lyteria, are 
stiU op the island; and most probably t,he Secretary of State, 
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Dom M. de Forjazp who was at Alhandra yesterday, will have 
seen them. I shall be glad to hear whether the Government 
propose to take any and what steps to punish (jie magistrates 
who have disobeyed their orders, and have deceived them by 
false reports. . 

‘ The officers and soldiers of* the militia, absent from their 
corps, are liable to penalties and punishments, some of a civil, 
others of«a military nature. First, they are liable to the for¬ 
feiture of all. their personal property, upon the information that 
they are absent frqm their corps without leave ; secondly, they 
are liable to be transferred to serv’j as soldiers in the regiments 
of the line, upon the same information; and lastly, they are 
liable to the penalties of desertion, inflicted by the military 
tribunals. 

‘ The first two are penalties which depend upon the civil 
magistrates; and I should be very glad to have heard of one 
instance in which the magistrates of Lisbon, or in which the 
Government had called upon the magistrates at Lisbon to 
carry into execution the law in either of these respects. 

‘ I entreat them to call for the names of the officers and 
soldiers absent without leave from any one of the Lisbon regi¬ 
ments of militia; to disgrace any one or more of the principal 
officers, in a public manner, for this shameful desertion of their 
post in the hour of danger; and to seize and dispose of the 
whole property of the militia soldiers absent without leave, 
and to send these men to serve in any of the regiments of 
the line. I entreat them to adopt these measures, without 
favor or distinction of any individual, in respect to any one 
regiment, and to execute the laws bond fide upon this sub¬ 
ject, and I shall be satisfied of their good intentions, and 
shall believe that they are sincerely desirous of saving the 
country. 

‘ But if we are to go on as we have hitherto ; if.GnJht 
Britain is to give large subsidies, and to expend large sums in 
the support of a cause, in whieb those most interested sit by 
ana take no part; and those at the head of the Government, 
with laws and* power to force the people to exertion in the 
critical circumstances in which the country k .placed, are aware 
"of the evil, but neglect their duty, and omit to put the laws 
into execution, J must believe their professions to fee false; 

voi. vi. ' u 2 m 
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that they look to a little dirty popularity instead of to save 
their country; that they are unfaithful servants to their 
master, and pprsons in whom his allies can place no con¬ 
fidence. 

* In respect to the military law, it may be depended upon 
that it will be carried into exefcution, and that the day will yet 
come on which those military persons, who have deserted 
their fluty in these critical times, will be punished, as they 
deserve. 

‘ But tilt Govcrnors'of the kingdom forget the innumerable 
remonstrances which have bfen forwarded to them on the de¬ 
fects in*' the proceedings of Courts Martial, which, in times of 
active war, render them and their sentences entirely nugatory. 
As t an additional instance of these defects, I mention that 
officers of the Oliveira militia, who behaved ill in action with 
the enemy at Villa Nova de Foz Coa, in the beginning of 
August last, and for whose trial a Court Martial was immedi¬ 
ately assembled, are still, in the end of October, under trial, and 
the trial will probably not be concluded before Christmas. In 
like manner the military trial of these deserters of the militia, 
after assembling officers and soldiers, at great inconvenience, 
for the purpose, cannot possibly be concluded till the period 
will have gone by in which any benefit might be derived from 
the example of the punishment of 'any one, or number of 
them. 

‘ This defect in the administration of the military law has 
bgen repeatedly pointed out to the Government, and a remedy 
for the evil has been proposed to them, and has been approved 
of by the Prince ltegent, but they will not adopt .It; and it 
would be much better if there were no laws for the government 
of the army, than that the existing laws should continue with¬ 
out being executed. 

' ‘I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart. Esq.‘ ‘ WKLLINGTOI£. 

» 

, c 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ My dear Sir,’ ( < t Peru Negro, 28th October, 1810. 

‘ The Marquis de la < Roman? has spoken to me respecting' 
the expoftation, of Merinos by the Americans from the Portu¬ 
guese ports. As foi 1 my part, I arii well ccpiviricedthat neither 
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Americans nor English will ever derive any general advantage 
from the Merinos. Rich individuals will keep the breed 
pure, and will have the power of keeping them yarrn in winter, 
and may got a little fine wool from them, but I am inclined to 
believe that the change of the pasture can alone insure the con¬ 
tinuance of the produce and fineness of the wool. However, 
it would gratify the Spaniards, and probably some persons in 
Englandydf the Portuguese Government would prohibit the 
exportation of Merinos through their ports, excepting pro¬ 
bably by British subjects to Great Britain or Ireland, and you 
might urge this upon them. 

‘ 1 have written you a letter this day, which I wish you'io show 
to the Regency. If the French can feed in the country, (and 
they will be able to feed, if the resources arc not removed out 
of their reach,) they will stay till they will be reinforced ; for 
they are still too strong for me to attack them, and they arc in 
as good a position as mine is. The Government and people, 
therefore, are seriously interested in removing food out of their 
reach. But if they will not do that, I hope they will take the 
measures proposed for strengthening the militia. If these 
corps were complete, I should be very indifferent about the 
enemy’s reinforcements. Indeed, as it is, I do not care much 
about them; but 7000 or 8000 men, in which number the 
militia are deficient, would secure many points for me which 
are at present but bare. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. 'General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 

Henry Wellesley. 

‘ Silt, ‘ Pero Negro, 28th October, 1810. 

‘ I have the honor to enclose an estimate for the pay of the 
corps of cavalry under Don Julian Sanchez, on which I have 
advanced 4000 dollars, which I request you will submit to the 
Spanish Government, in order that the money may be repaid 
by them. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley.' * * '‘.Wellington. 


2 m 2 
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Lieut, peneral Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 

Henry Wellesley. 

• Sir, ‘ Pcro Negro,28th October, 1810. 

• I enclose a letter to the Secretary of State, conveying a 
detailed account of the assistance which I had given to the 
Marquis de la Itomana for the troops under his command, on 
their entrance into this country, and of that which they are to 
receivf whilfc here. 

f I request you to receive back fr t om the Spanish Govern¬ 
ment the sum of £20,000,^(1 vanced in money; and I shall 
hereaftpr acquaint you with the amount of the value of the 
shoes and other necessaries, and of the sum to be paid for 
rations, according to the terms settled in my letter to the 
Marquis de la Romana, enclosed in the dispatch to the Secre¬ 
tary of State. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

• The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley.' J WELLINGTON. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Hon. 

Henry Wellesley. 

• My dear Henry, ‘ Pero Negro, 28th October, 1810. 

‘ I enclose two dispatches, written yesterday, to the Secre¬ 
tary of State, which will explain to ybu the situation of affairs 
here. 

‘ It is impossible to say what Massena will do. It appears 
to be imagined in the army that reinforcements are coming; 
but I do not think that a reinforcement of 15,000 men will 
give him back such an army as that which he brqught into 
Portugal; and I do not think what he had was sufficient to 
accomplish his object. 

‘ It is reported here that Morder has marched from Seville 
td join Victor at the Isla. If that be true, I should imagine 
they are going to try an attack upon that point; or else,.the 
reports of the sickness of the troops before,Cadiz are well 
founded ; and Mortier is gone there' to'aid in the duties of the' 
siege. ‘ 

, •' Ever yours, most affectionately, , , 

• The Rt. Hon. H. Wellesley.' ‘ Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Honorable 
A. Cochrane Johnstone■ 

< g IR) ‘ Pero Negro, 29th OctobeJ, 1810. 

‘ I received this morning your-letter of the. 28th, and I am 
concerned that an inaccuracy oi expression in my letter to Mr. 
Stuart, respecting your proposal to supply the army with 
dollars, should have given you the trouble of writing to me on 
the subject. 

‘ The Commissary General is authorised to draft bills upon 
the Treasury for money, and he has made bargains with indi¬ 
viduals for the delivery of money into the military chests, for 
bills to be drawn at certain rates of exchange. But these 
bargains have been invariably for money to be delivered whhin 
a named, and a very short period of time, which has seldom 
exceeded a few days; and in no instance has the period been 
undetermined. • 

4 I doubt that the Commissary General is authorised to 
make a bargain with any person for the delivery of dollars for 
the use of the army, at a distant and undetermined period, even 
a* a favorable rate of exchange; and therefore I would recom¬ 
mend to you to make your offers to the Treasury. 

* I assure you that it seldom happens to me to give an 
answer upon a subject of this description, without consulting 
with the gentlemen at the head of the department to which the 
consideration of it belongs; and although 1 did not consult 
with Mr. Kennedy upon the offer contained in Mr. Stuart’s 
letter, 1 had spoken to him upon a proposition which you be¬ 
fore did me the favor to make to me; and it appeared to me 
that the same objection rendered it necessary to decline to 
accept of either. 

4 I have the hpnor to be, &c. 

4 The Hon. A. C. Johnstone.' 4 Wellington 

Instructions for Captain Wedekind, Royal Engineers. 

4 Pero Negro, 2?th October, 1810. 

4 Upon the receipt of this letter, .you will wait upon his 
Excellency Admiral the Hon. G Berkeley,* and inform him 
that you are appointed by me to communicate with the officer 
employed by him to have the boats and ether materials, viz., 
balks, planks, anchors and cables, cordage,* &c., prepared for 
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three bridges, one over the Zezere at Punhete, one over the 
Tagus at Villa Velha, and one over the Tagus at Abrantes. 

‘ you will 'receive the Admiral’s commands respecting the 
officer with whom you are to communicate; and you will im¬ 
mediately wait upon him, and enquire from him what arrange¬ 
ments have been made, and in what state of preparation are 
these several bridges; what quantities of materials he has in 
readinbss, arid what quantities wanting; and what steps have 
been taken to procure* tlfe materials wanting; and you will 
report the result of your enquiries for my information. 

' Wellington.’ 


„ Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ My dear Sir, * Pcro Negro, 2!)th October, 1810 . 

‘ I have had the pleasure of receiving your letter of the 28th 
instant, and I am very apprehensive that you will have much 
trouble with our bridge concerns, which the Government ought 
not to have imposed upon you. As two of our bridges have 
been destroyed, and I conceived that that of Abrantes was so 
likewise, I wished that the Government should make their 
arrangements, through the bridgemastcr (who has always 
managed these concerns for us), to supply us with boats, &c., 
for three others ; and I proposed to use these to pass the lower 
Tagus with the British army, when the enemy’s operations 
should render that measure desirable. 

* I have now sent instructions to an officer of Engineers to 
wait on you, upon the subject of these bridges, and' I recom¬ 
mend to you to refer him to Colonel Fisher, and to leave to 
these two officers all the detail of the preparations for these 
bridges, supplying them from, the naval stores with such 
articles of beams, planks, cordage, anchors, &c.,„as they may 
require, and assisting them with your influence over the owners 
of boats. 1 , *' 

J * *• 

‘ From the enclosed extract of my letter to Mr. Stuart on 
, this subject, you .will observe that I requested the Government 
would make all the ‘arrangements for having boats at command 
to ferry the army over the Tagus, if it {should lie necessary, 
as well as'boats’to bo formed'into bridges eventually', 

‘ The place at which I should fix these bridges in the lower 
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Tagus, if I should ever fix them in this part of the river, and 
that in which I shall cross the river, if I should ever cross it, 
must depend upon the enemy’s operations. J think it pro¬ 
bable, however, that there is no road across the Island of 
Lyceria from the proposed landing place opposite Alliandra, 
and that I should not place any large proportion of tfie army 
there. 

‘ In respect to the Island of Lyceria, and thq left bank of 
the Tagus, I am apprehensive that we shall get into some littlo- 
confusion in thafr quarter, as both the Government and the 
Governor of Setuval, See., have made that part of the country 
the object of their peculiar attention, and I know nothing that 
is going on there, what troops they have, or what enemy they 
have to oppose. I heard cannon in that quarter the daj^ be¬ 
fore yesterday ; and, excepting the two brass three pounders 
sent over by the Government, I was not aware that they had 
a gun. 

‘ Under such circumstances 1 never pretend to interfere in 
any concern. My own opinion is that the ordenanza cavalry 
and infantry arc fully sufficient to preveht the plunderers of 
the French army from crossing to do any material mischief, 
unless the French have means of crossing at a time a much 
larger body of men than they have yet shown us. If they 
have those means, I must adopt measures to curb their plun¬ 
derers on that flank, as I have on the other, which will be more 
efficient than the efforts of the ordenanza. 

‘ In this view of the question, some large boats on the right 
of our line at Alliandra would be very useful, particularly if 
there is any road which troops could use from that end of 
the Island of Lyceria. 

‘ But the best and easiest mode of all, of preventing plun¬ 
derers from crossing to that side of the Tagus, is to remove 
out of their reach every thing, to obtain which, thq,y wfluid 
cross, for it is really out of my power to look after every 
bullock and pig in the country ; and at all events, while the 
bishops and priests-arc carrying on war without quarter, and 
the GovernoP of Setuval is co-operating with them contrary to 
orders,-1 cannot interfere in any manner, «yd I have no know¬ 
ledge on which I could venture to found an order. 

‘ I shall be vSry much .obliged to yoy if you will send the 
coppered horse transports to Oporto, in the first instance, for 
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the cattle, and let them be followed by others to the amount 
of 3000 tons. 

* I hope that, you are right about the quantity of cattle in 
the neighbourhood of Lisbon, but, if I am not misinformed, 
you are mistaken ; and I have already begun to give the British 
army salt provisions during two days in the week. 

‘ I have directed the Commissary General to make enquiries 
respecting thp facility of purchasing cattle at Vigo, and we can 
'end there hereafter. In t\ie mean time, I do not believe that 
there will yt-t be any difficulty in getting vessels into and out 
of the Douro. * 

* I shall be very happy to see you and Captain Beresford*. 

Believe me, &c. 

‘ Vi& Admiral ‘ Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 

I iqut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. , 

Sir, ‘ Pero Negro, 2 9th October, 1810, 

‘ I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
28th, respecting the French prisoners at Oporto, and 1 beg to 
acquaint you, that as Colonel Trant has sent the prisoners 
from Oporto to Lisbon, for the care of whom I had requested 
you to send to Oporto six French surgeons, by my letter of 
the 2(ith ; I now request you to apply these surgeons, as you 
may think proper, for the care of such French prisoners as 
you may send home. 

" ‘I hate the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ‘Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the If on. G. Berkeley. 

• Shi, , ‘‘Pero Negro, 29th October, 1810, 

" . «* 

‘ I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of t.he 

28th, respecting the transports .wanted for the .conveyance of 

cattle from Oporto, and I request' that you will send to 

Oporto first the fast sailing horse transports, arid afterwards 

any other horse shi,pc that muy be necessary to make up &000 

tons. I hope there will be no' difficulty as yet in getting 

across tlie bar of* ili£ J)ouro. > (i 

* Vice Admiral Sir John Beretford, K.d.B. 
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* 1 fear that you are mistaken in your account of the num¬ 
ber of cattle near Lisbon. I cannot request you to send a 
vessel to Vigo for cattle, until I have sent a* Commissary to 
make enquiries about the practicability of making purchases 
there. 

• I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral * WELLINGTON. 

the Hbn. G. Berkeley.' 

Lieut. Generafviscount Wellington, K. B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

* Mv dear Sir, ' Pero Negro, 29th October, I8J0. 

• I have received your letter of the 28th instant. I have 
written to Mr. Cochrane Johnstone, who wrote to me a^out 
my answer to his offer to supply us with money from America. 

1 I have appointed an officer to look after our bridge affairs. 

‘ I do not know whether the paper No. 2 in your* letter, 
strikes you as it does me and Bcresford ; but if the Govern¬ 
ment were desirous that any measure which they were forced 
to adopt should not be carried into execution, it appears to 
me that this is the kind of instruction they would give. 1 
never saw' so cold a performance, or one which shows more 
clearly, that the measure ordered was not their own, was 
pressed upon them by you, and that it might be carried into 
execution or not. If I did not know that the individuals arc 
afraid, I should swear they were treacherous. 

’ I shall be very much obliged to you if you will make me 
acquainted with your opinion upon this paper; and if it should 
agree with mine, I shall send it home, and to the Prince 
Regent, to show him how his Government co-operate with my 
views for the country. At all events, l should be glad to 
know who drew it. , 

‘ I do not know whether they sent you open a dispatch 
which I wrote to Lord Liverpool on Saturday, to endeavor 
to prevail upon him to^et a .subscription in London for the 
Portuguese, who have suffered by the passage of the French 
through the Country. I propose to have one in the army, and 
I have, no doubt that every soldier will contribute. But 
besides this measure^ we must turn our minds seriously to the 
introduction of large qq^ntities of gr^ip into the country 
during the winter? I spoke to Sampayo .yesterday upon this 
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subject, and told him that I would lend myself to the accom¬ 
plishment of any reasonable plan for this purpose. 

‘ I have not much leisure to enter deeply into the considera¬ 
tion of details, but I shall be obliged to you if you will consider 
the subject, and see what it will be best to do, and how to do 
it, to prevent the people of Upper Beira, in particular, from 
starving in the winter and spring. The French, it is true, 
made but a short stay in that province, and the destrultion did 
not spread very wide. But it was complete where they did 
pass ; and Fimaginc that the people can nowdiavc nothing, ex¬ 
cepting what they were able? to carry with them. They did 
carry away a great deal, for they had evacuated their houses 
nearly a month before the French entered, but still the poor 
will be in want, and we must endeavor to relieve their distresses. 

‘ 1 hope this rain will set at rest the question of the Alentejo. 
The reports of the bridge still continue. But I can scarcely 
believe that the French will be able to manage it, if the river 
should fill again. However, that which is certain, is, for the 
people to move out of the way with their property, and 1 always 
wish to bring things as near to a certainty as I can. 

‘ Believe me, Sic. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ Wellington. 

‘ I return your intercepted letters.’ 

l 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Pero Negro, 30th October, 1810 . 

‘ Referring to the subject of my letter of yesterday. I 
enclose a paper which I have received regarding supplies 
which might be procured at Viana. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

■ C. Stuart, Esq: ‘Wellington. 

o 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General , 
Sir Staplqton Cotton, Bart. 

‘ My dear Cotton, ‘ Pefo Negro, 31st October, 1810. 

‘ I send you two reports, and a letter shoeing that the 
enemy are getting large supplies on that side the country* I 
should think that General Anson might contrive to intercept 
these parties b<H\V ‘CO Obidos and Cadaval, having Obidos 
occupied on one side of him, and Torres Vedras on the other. 
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and it is really very desirable that these supplies should be 
intercepted. 

< Pray desire that an effort should be mado The enemy’s 
force is but very small on that side, and they cannot do you 
any mischief. 

4 Believe me, &c. 

‘ Lt. Gen. Sir S. Cotton, Bart: ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.3., to Marshal Beresford. 

* Mv dear Beresford, * Peru Negro, 3lsl October, 1810. 

‘ l shall talk to you about the case of this promotion when I 
shall see you to-morrow. It would be very desirable that you 
should hint to Forjaz, that as long as the Government con¬ 
tinue to carry on their operations, and to give their orders to 
officers on the left of the Tagus, it is impossible for us to 
interfere in any manner. Wc might possibly, if they Vere to 
withdraw, get Pane over with a battalion of Catjadores, and 
some cavalry, and the ordenanza, and some of Congreve’s 
rockets, and do something, but till the Government cease their 
operations, I shall do nothing. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marsha! Beresford: ‘ W ellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ My dear .Sir, ' Pero Negro, 31st October, 1810. 

‘ I have received your two letters of the 30th. It is im¬ 
possible for me to interfere at all in the affairs of the left bank 
of the Tagus, till the Government shall withdraw from all in¬ 
terference in that concern. J should only render the confusion 
greater than it is. 

If the enemy construct only a raft at Barquinlia, it is for 
the sake of getting plunder. * They cannot cross the army by 
such in can s.^ I do not think it quite certain that Loison has 
marched, or that they have more thgu two or three battalion? 
up the Tagus with their cavalry." 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ‘ Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ Mv dear SiRjj 4 Pero Negro, 3Jat October, 1810. 

‘ I«am glad that the gentlemen feel my letters, and I hope 
that they will have the effect of inducing them to take some 
decided steps, as well regarding the provisions in the Alentejo, 
as the desertion of the militia. The ordenanza artillery now 
begin to desert from the works, although they are fed by us 
\yith English rations, and taken care of in the same manner 
with our own troops. ' 

4 Your note, No. 1 of the 20th, is strictly true in all its parts. 
The Fretich could not have stayed here a week if the provisions 
had been removed; and the length of time they can now stay 
depends upon the quantity remaining of what they have found 
in places, from which there existed means of removing every 
thing, if the quantity had been ten times greater. 

4 They are stopped effectually in front; all the roads are 
occupied ; and they can get nothing from their rear ; but all 
the military arrangements are useless, if they can find sub¬ 
sistence on the ground which they occupy. 

4 For ought I know to the contrary, they may be able to 
maintain their position till the whole French army is brought 
to their assistance. It is heart breaking to contemplate the 
chance of failure from such obstinacy and folly. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

4 C. Stuart, Esq.’ 4 Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellihgton, K.B., to Major General Fane. 

4 My DEAR Fane, 4 Pero Negro, 1st November, 1810. 

‘ You will receive directions from Colonel Murray to march 
to Lisbon with one brigade of Portuguese cavalry and a bat¬ 
talion of Cacjadores from General Hill’s corps, and to cross 
the*lag,us, by boats which will be prepared for you. 

‘ Our wish is, if possiblf, that you should go up with the 
tide as far as £amora, from • whence there is a .road of three 
leagues to Salvaterra; hut you had better communicate with 
the naval people upon this subject, and go to* the place to 
which the troops can'Certainly be conveyed in one tide, .and at 
which the horses can certainly lanid. 

4 The objects ini sendingyoiKacross the Lagus are »s ) follows: 

‘ First; to observe the enemy’s movements on tht right of 
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the river, and convey to us some certain information of what 
they are about. 

‘ Secondly; to prevent them from crossing it, if possible. 
This of course must depend upon the means they have of 
making a first establishment on the left bank of the river com¬ 
pared with those you will have to resist them. 

‘ Thirdly; to endeavor to destroy their establishments of 
boats, tynber, rope, casks, &c. which they have formed, as it 
is said, at Santarem and Barquinha. 

‘ In respect tojhe first point, we have at present the follow¬ 
ing intelligence: that the enemy Jiave spread themselves from 
Santarem to Punhcte, along tlie river. They have sOme can¬ 
non, and about three or four battalions of infantry. The troops 
they have are, in general, cavalry. Till you would get to Sal- 
vaterra, you would not have a view of the main branch of the 
river; and you should proceed on to Chamusca. 

‘ In respect to the second object, it is impossible f<>( me to 
form any opinion of the means of passing the river which the 
enemy possesses, from the contradictory accounts I have re¬ 
ceived. They talk of their having completed two boats which 
were on the stocks at Santarem, and of their having three or 
four more; but I am not sure what they have. 

‘ Besides the Catjadores, you ought to find all the ordenanza 
of those districts collected under the command of Lieut. Colo¬ 
nel -, whom you will take under your orders. He has 

with him two 3 pounders. If you should find that the enemy 
has means of passing a large body over 'the river at a time, of 
which I shall hear from you, I must increase the force there, 
and adopt other measures. 

‘ In respect to the third object, I have to inform you that 
Brigadier General Rosa has orders to send over the Tagus 
with you two 12 pounders on travelling carriages and artil¬ 
lerymen. The Governor of Setuval has orders to send to 
Camora to meet you some 6 pounders, which he had lately 
brought from Setuval for a warfare which he was carrying on 
on the left of the Tagus. 

‘ If you should find that the means of drawing the 6 pounders 
are sufficient to draw the 12 poundfers, jrou had better take 
the latter with you. If they are not, you had better take fhe 
6 pounders. In thSt case you will send the *12 pounders back 
to Lisbon in the loats; but if you should take with you the 
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12 pounders, you will either send the 6 pounders to Setuval 
if you car; find bullocks to draw them there, or if not, you 
will send them over to Lisbon in the boats. 

* Besides this, I have requested Admiral Berkeley to send 
with you some of Congreve’s rockets, and some officers and 
seamen who arc acquainted with the mode of using them. You 
will communicate with the Admiral upon this point, and with 
Brigadier Rosa, the commanding officer of Portuguese^jtillery, 
.Respecting the 12 pounders. 

‘ I should hope, th;ft between the 12 pounders and the 
rockets, we shall be able tc*jdestroy all their little establish¬ 
ments at Barquinha and Santarem. 

‘ The next thing upon which I must instruct is your re¬ 
treat, in case the enemy should cross the Tagus in superior 
strength. 

‘ It is not very probable, according to all accounts, that he 
will attempt it below Santarem. If he should cross above 
the situation in which you will be, you will 1 retire gradually 
upon Salvaterra, and from thence to A Idea Galega, giving 
the Assistant Quarter Master General and me the earliest 
information of your movements, in order that boats may be 
prepared to transport you. You will find a good post at 
Alcochete, about a league in front of Aldea Galega. 

‘ If the enemy should cross below Vou in force, you must 
in that case retire direct from the river till you shall come 
upon the great road leading from Monte Mor to Aldea Ga¬ 
lega, and thence to that town. 

‘ If by any accident you should be cut off from Aldea Galega, 
which is not very likely, you will retire upon Palraela and 
Setuval. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major General Fane’ , ‘ Wellington. 

« 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to Vice Admiral 

the Him. G. Berkeley. 

* *• «• 

‘Sir, ‘ Pero'Ne'gro, 1st November, 18'l 0. 

‘ I have directed Major General Fane to crous the Tagus 
with a body of troops, with a view to observe the enemy’^move¬ 
ments on the right of the river and to endeavor to destroy 
the collection of •in^teyials which they have made‘a{; Santarem 
and Barquinha for the purpose of constructing a bridge. 
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‘ The Quarter Master General will apply to the Commissary 
General for boats to transport the troops under the command 
of Major General Fane; and 1 shall be obliged to you if you 
will aid him with your influence in procuring fliem. 

‘ Major General Fane might probably derive some advan¬ 
tage from the use of Congreve’.', rockets, in the destruction of 
the enemy’s collection of materials for a bridge at Barquinha 
and San^rem ; and as there are none in the stores of the army, 
and I understand there arc some in the fleet under your com^ 
mand, 1 shall be .much tbliged to yoii’if you will,send a pro¬ 
portion of Congreve’s rockets wiyi the force under the com¬ 
mand of Major General Fane, with an officer and seamen who 
know how to make use of them. I expect some shortly from 
England, when those which you will supply to Major General 
Fane shall be replaced. * 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral 1 Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

* My dear Sir, ‘ Pero Negro, 1st November, 1810. 

‘ 1 have no doubt that the Government can produce volumes 
of papers to prove that they gave orders upon the several sub¬ 
jects to which the enclosures relate, but it would be very 
desirable to know if they state whether any magistrate or other 
person has been punished for not obeying these orders. 

‘ The fact is, that the Government, after the appointment 
of Principal Souza to be a member of the Regency, conceived 
that the war could be maintained upon the frontier, contrary to 
the opinion of myself and of every military officer in the coun¬ 
try ; and instead of giving positive orders preparatory to the 
event which was most likely to occur, viz., that the allied army 
would retire, they spent much valuable time in discussing \yth 
me the expediency of a measure which was quite impracticable, 
and omitted to give the orders which were necessary to the 
evacuation of tne country between the Tagus and the Mondego 
by the inhabitants. 

‘ Then, when convinced that the ‘army would retire, they 
1 first imjposed that duty on me, although they must have known 
that I was ignorant af the nameg, the nature*of the.offices, the 
places of abode of tJie different magistrates kvho were to super¬ 
intend tjie execution of the measure; and, moreover, I have 
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but oiie gentleman in my family to give me any assistance in 
wrjting thu Portuguese language; and they afterwards issued 
the orders themselves, still making them referable to me, with¬ 
out my knowledge or consent; and still knowing that I had 
no means whatever of communicating with the countryand 
they issued them at the very period when the enemy was ad¬ 
vancing from Almeida. 

* ‘ If I'had not been able to stop the enemy at.Busaco, 
Jie must have been in his present situation long before the 
order coulch have readied those to ‘whom jjt' was addressed. 
All this conduct was to be ^attributed to the same cause, a 
desire t h avoid adopting a measure which, however beneficial 
to the real interests of the country, was likely to disturb the 
habits of indolence and ease of the inhabitants, and to throw 
the odium of the measure upon me and upon the British Go¬ 
vernment. 

* I avowed in my Proclamation that I was the author of that 
measure, and the Government might have sheltered themselves 
under that authority; but the principle of the Government, 
lately, has been to seek for popularity, and they will not aid in 
any measure, however beneficial to the real interests of the 
country, which may be unpopular with the mob of Lisbon. 

‘ I cannot agree in the justice of the expression of astonish¬ 
ment by the Secretary of State that the measures should have 
been executed in this part of the country at all. The same 
measure was carried into complete execution in Upper Beira; 
notwithstanding that the army was in that province, and the 
means of transport were required for its service, not a soul 
remained; and excepting at Coimbra, to which town, my per¬ 
sonal authority and influence did not reach, not an article of 
any description was left behind ; and all the mills upon the 
Coa and Mondego, and their dependent streams, were rendered 
useless. But there were no disfcussions there upon the pro¬ 
priety of maintaining the war upon the frontier. ‘The orders 
were given and they were obeyed in time, and the enemy suf¬ 
fered accordingly. " 1 *• 

‘ In this part of the country, notwithstanding the advantage 
of.having a place of sechrity, to retire to; notwithstanding the 
advantage of water carriage; notwithstanding that the Tagus ’ 
was fordable in riia^ny places, «at the peridd wheri the inhabi¬ 
tants should have passed their property to the left ofi-the river, 
and fortunately filled at the moment the enemy approached its 
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banks, the inhabitants have fled from their habitations as 
they would have done under any circumstances, without wait¬ 
ing orders from me or from the Government^ but they have 
left behind them every thing which could be useful to the 
enemy and could subsist their army, and all the mills un¬ 
touched. Accordingly the enemy still remain in •our front, 
and notwithstanding that their communication is cut off' with 
Spain, and with every other military body, if the provisions 
which they ha%e found should lart, of which I can have llTT 
knowledge, they fhay remain until they will be joined by the 
whole French army in Spain. I believe that in San tavern and 
Villa Franca alone, both towns upon tlfe Tagus, and both 
having the advantage of water carriage, the enemy found sub¬ 
sistence for their army for a considerable length of time. • 

‘ Thus will appear the difference of a measure adopted in 
time, and the delay of it till the last moment; and I only wish 
that the country and the allies may not experience tfie evil 
consequences of the ill fated propensity of the exisliug Portu¬ 
guese Regency to seek popularity. 

‘ In the same manner the other measures since recommended, 
viz., the removal of the property of the inhabitants of Aientcjo 
to places of security lias been delayed by every means in the 
power of the Government, and have been adopted, at last.against 
their inclination. As usual, they commenced a discussion with 
me upon the expediency of preventing the enemy from cross¬ 
ing the Tagus; they then sent their civil officer to me to 
receive instructions, and afterwards they conveyed to him an 
instruction of the-, to which I propose to draw the at¬ 

tention of his Royal Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal 
and of his Majesty's Government. His Royal Highness and 
his Majesty’s Government will then see in what manner the 
existing Regency are dispose^ to co-operate with me. 

* The additional order of the 30ih of October, mafked 5, 
in ‘he enclosures from Dom M. da Forjaz, show the sense 
which the Regency themselves Entertained of the insufficiency 
of their original instructions to the Desembargador Jacinto 
Paes ae Mato?. . 

, ‘ I mry have mistaken the system of defence to lie adopted 
for this country ; aiyl Principal Souza and qjher members of 
the Regency may be better judges*of the capacity of the troops, 
and of tli? operations to be carried on, than I am. In thi*. 
vi. 2ti 
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case they should desire his Majesty and the Prince Regent to 
remove me from the command of the army. But they cannot 
doubt my zeal ,for the cause in which we are engaged ; and 
they fcnow that there is not a moment of my time, nor a faculty 
of my mind, that is not devoted to promote it; and the records 
of the Government will show \?hat I have done for them and 
their coqntry. If, therefore, they do not manifest their dis¬ 
satisfaction and want of confidence in the measures •which I 
•c-Jopt, by desiring that I should be removed, they are bound, 
as honest Aten and faithful servants to tlteir Prince, to co¬ 
operate f with me by all tlnf means in their power, and thus 
should neither thwart them by opposition, nor render them 
nugatory by useless delays and discussions. 

‘ Till lately I have had the satisfaction of receiving the 
support and co-operation of the Government; and I regret 
that his Royal Highness the Prince Regent should have been 
induct^! to make a change, which has operated so materially to 
the detriment of his people and of the allies. * 

‘ In respect to the ojterationson the left of the Tagus, I was 
always of opinion that the ordenanza would be able to prevent 
the enemy from sending over any of their plundering parties; 
and I was unwilling to adopt any measure of greater solidity, 
from my knowledge, that as soon as circumstances should 
render it expedient, on any account, to withdraw the troops 
which I should have sent to the left of the Tagus, the orde¬ 
nanza would disperse. 

The truth is that, notwithstanding the opinion of some bf 
the Government, every Portuguese, into whose hand a firelock 
is placed, does not become a soltlier capable of meeting the 
enemy. Experience, which the members of the Government 
have not had, has taught me this truth, and in what manner 
to make use of the different description of troops in this 
country; and it would be very desirable if the Government 
would leave, exclusively, ..to Marshal Bcresford and me, .the 
adoption of all military arrangements. ( 

‘ The conduct of the Governor of Sctuval is, undoubtedly, 
the cause of the inconvenience nqw felt on the left, of the Tagus, 
fie brought forward his gafrrison to the river against orders, 
and did not reflect, and possibly was not aware, as I am, that' 
if they had been .attacked ht th.jt situation, es tljey probably 
would have been, they would have dispersed ; and thus Setuval, 
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as well as the regiment which was to have been its garrison, 
would have been lost. It was necessary, therefore, at'all 
events, to prevent that misfortune, and to ordpr the troops to 
retire to Setuval, and the ordenanza, as usual, dispersed"} and 
the Government will lose their 500 stand of new arms, and if 
the enemy can cross the Tagus in time, their three pounders. 

‘ These are the consequences of persons interfering in mili¬ 
tary operations who have no knowledge of them, or,.of the 
nat ure of the troops which are to carry them on. 

‘ | am now under the necessity, much to the inconvenience 
of the army, of sending a detachn^nt to the left of the Tagus. 

‘ Believe m», &c. 

' C. Stuart, Esq.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. Colonel Torrens. 

‘ Sir, ‘ Pero Negro, 2nd November, 1810. 

‘ I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 18th ultimo, with its enclosures, on the subject of Mr. 
Kennedy’s representations of the want of sufficient escorts for 
■ his stores. 

‘ I recollect that the Commissary General mentioned to me, 
about the period of the date of his letter to the Commissary in 
Chief, the inconveniences experienced from the deficiencies of 
stores when they reached the army from the depots, occasioned 
partly by the desertion of the bullock drivers, and partly by 
robberies committed by the same description of persons, and 
by the mule drivers. Upon that occasion, 1 pointed out to 
Mr. Kennedy the inconvenience which would result to the 
service from giving escorts to every convoy of grain or bread, 
from the irregularity of the British soldiers when detached 
from their corps ; and the probability that the employment of 
these escorts would occasion greater, inconveniences and de¬ 
ficiencies than were at that moment experienced. 

‘ The Spanish muleteers, who perform the greatest part of 
the transport service of the army, would not submit to the 
brutal violence of a drunken English soldier, and these people 
would desert •with their mules, if escorted by troops; and I 
belieye that the delays which the drunleenn^s and irregularity 
of the troops would have occasioned in the arrival of the stores, 
and the loss by their own thieving*, would have been found still 
greater than those suffered by the dishonesty of the muleteers. 
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‘ Another practice, very common among the troops, would 
have been* found equally prejudicial to the service in the case 
of the use of c^yts. A detachment has scarcely ever gone as 
an esdort \wilh carts, even carrying treasure or sick, that the 
soldiers have not taken bribes from the drivers to be allowed 
to quit the convoy with their dirts and bullocks. 

4 This practice leads to fresh irregularities of the same de¬ 
scription. r J'hey must then be employed to press carts in the 
•country to supply the deficiency of transport, occasioned by 
their own villainy and forgetfulness' of their duty. This is 
always an act of violence ; apd the inhabitants frequently bribe 
the soldiers not to press their carriages. 

4 All these circumstances induced me to believe, that it was 
better to submit to the inconvenience of the loss of some of 
the stores, than to suffer that inconvenience, with the additional 
evils which I have above described. I did however make ar¬ 
rangements to have the convoys attended by detachments of 
the ordenanza, and l believe there was afterwards no positive 
loss of stores, although the petty robberies of mule and cart 
drivers still contimfed. 

‘ I do not think that two companies of a veteran battalion 
would behave better than the other British troops employed on 
this service. No soldier can withstand the temptation of wine, 
'rids is constantly before their eyes ill this country, and they 
are constantly intoxicated when absent from their regiments, 
and there is no crime which they do not commit to obtain 
money to purchase it; or if they cannot get money, to obtain 
it by force. 

4 I believe that the best mode of ensuring the safety and the 
regular arrival of stores from the depots to the troops, would 
be to employ a sufficient number of sober, honest, and steady 
conductors, to send one at least with each escort; and having 
thtis provided a control over the"drivers of bullocks and mules, 
which would ensure their regular arrival at leas't, and eh,pck 
their dishonesty, I would, recommend that ,they should be 
made responsible for the losses and deficiencies in their loads 
‘I have the honor to be,« &c. 

‘ Lieut. Colonel Torfans.' V ELLirj,GTpN. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K. B., to Vice ^imiral 
the Hon. G■ Berkeley. 

‘Sir, ‘ Pero Negro, 2nd November, 1810. 

‘ I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 1st instant, and to acquaint you that I think it will be 
advisable, under present circumstances, to detain*the troop 
ships, and to send to England, in transports, the prisoners and 
enlisted cleserters as soon as may lie possible. 

• ‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral ‘ WELLINGTON. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 

ft* 

Lieut, General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘Sir, ‘ Pero Negro, 3rd November, 1*8 10 . 

‘ I have had the honor of receiving your letter of the 2nd 
instant, and I am much obliged to you for embarking,Major 
General Fane's detachment. 

‘ It is not necessary that I should enter into any discussion 
of the comparative merits of Congreve’s rockets and carcasses; 
or that I should enter into any defence of the former, of the 
merits or demerits of which 1 have no experience, never having 
seen them used. 

‘ I should hope, however, that the Master General of the 
Ordnance would have urged his Majesty’s Government not to 
send any to this country, if they are what you describe. Cap¬ 
tain Beresford, however, mentioned to me that he had some of 
them on board the Poictiers; and I shall be very much obliged 
to you, if you will allow some of them, with some seamen of 
the Poictiers, to be sent over to Major General Fane, in order 
that they may, at least, be tried against the collection of the 
enemy’s materials for their bridge at Santarcm and Barquinha, 
as I fear that lie will have rib opportunity of trying .the*24 
pound carcasses which you have been so kind as to offer him, 
since the gun boats in which the 24 pound guns are, cannot go 
higher up than Salvaterra; and there are no means on the left 
of the river o# moving the 24 pounders, even if mounted upon 
travelling carriages, by land, from Salvatcyra to the station at 
which Major General Fane would have to use them. 

. ' ‘ I have the honor .to be, &c. •> 

‘ Vice Admiral 1 ‘Wellington. 

the He i. G; Berkeley.' 
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Ljeut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General Fane. 

‘ My dear Fajje, ‘ Pero Negro, 3rd November, 1810. 

‘ I ‘cannot be answerable for a madman. We sent the orders 

to the Cacadorcs as stated to you. -got hold of them, 

and you know the eonsequencA 

• I wish I had it in my power to give you well clothed 
troops, or tq hang those who ought to have given them their 
-Nothing. You must maky the best of them, and I shall give 
you full crdclit for every thing you do. o 

‘ I had understood fromr Beresford that there were some 
artillery men at Lisbon, and therefore I did not order those 
from Hill. They went to Lisbon this day with orders to Rosa 
to fend them over to you immediately. 

‘ You may desire Major Downman to go to you if you like 
it. I will speak to General Howorth upon the subject. 

« ‘ Believe me, &c. 

• Major General Fane.' * Wejllington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal Beresford. 

‘ Pero Negro, 3rd November, 1810. 

• My dear Beresford, 1<* a.m. 

‘ It gives me the greatest satisfaction to inform you that I 
have received the King’s commailds to invest you with the 
Order of the Bath, of which I now transmit you the insignia. 
When we meet, we will settle the period and mode in which 
1 shiall invest you ; but I rather believe it had better be in the 
mode in which I invested Sir J. Sherbrooke, in presence of as 
many officers of the army and other individuals^ I can collect 
at a feast; or, if you prefer that mode, on a parade of some of 
the troops. 1 likewise send you your medal. 

i I am just returned'from the Redoubt of Sobral. One 
camp, that on the left of the wood, is gone; and 'I did not see 
so many men in the othcife as before, or so many arms piled in 
front of the camps. ■ ' •> « 

‘ It is possible, however, that the rain may have kept the 
"men in the hut£, and that .they took their arms with them. 
The piquets were as usual. 

, , ‘ Believe me, &c. • 

• Marshal Beresford: ' ' ‘ ‘ Wellington. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘Pero Negro, 3rd November, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 2nd. I? the cneirty pass 
the Tagus in force, the Admiral cannot defend the Island of 
Lyccria with 100 marines and' his gun boats; and the com¬ 
munications upon it are so difficult, that I doubt whether we 
should protect it. In the rear of the lines all is safe, and the 
arqiy and town of Lisbon have the resources. You will 
by my dispatches of this date that the resource*; which the 
enemy will get, and we shall '$ant, are every thing in the 
contest. • 

‘ The Government are not aware of the difficulties of my 
situation, or of the orders of the Government, or of the Kjng’s 
wishes and intentions; and they give me more trouble in 
writing letters upon their nonsense, and lose more of my 
time, than can be conceived. I am responsible, and they are 
not, for the success of our operations; and if they will not 
do what I advise them, I shall only place their refusal or 
omission upon the records of the Government, in justification 
of myself. 

* 1 did agree to feed the Marquis de la lloniana’s troops, and 
fed, and now feed, those of whose march I had any notification. 
I had no knowledge of l^oti Carlos de Espaua’s march, and 
of course made no provision for it; but his numbers are not 
1200, and he cannot be very burthensome to any body; and 
as the Portuguese have a Commissary in that quarter, anil we 
have not, they may as well feed his troops, and I shall pay 
the expense. Dom M. de T'orjaz is very exact in calling for 
an explanation upon this subject, but not so much so in enquir¬ 
ing how many of the Portuguese troops are fed, who receive 
their rations from us. Indeed, the, garrison of Abrantes is 
now subsisting on our stores there, and so is the garrisofi of 
Pi niche! 

‘ I think you arc quite right about your silence to Govern¬ 
ment respecting their removal to the north. 

‘ Believe .me, &c. 

‘ Wellington. 


‘ C. Stuurt, Esq.' 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 


< Mi Loud, ‘ Pero Negro, 3rd November, 1810. 

‘ I wish it was in my power to give your Lordship an 
opinion of the probable course of the enemy’s operations, 
founded upon the existing state of affairs here, considered in 
a military point of view ; but from what I am about do state 
to your Lordship, you will observe that it is impossible to 
form such ay opinion. ' ' , 

‘ The expedition into Portugal was, in my opinion, founded 
originally upon political and financial, rather than military 
considerations. It is true, that with a view to the conquest of 
Spain, there were advantages purely military to be derived 
from the removal of the British army from Portugal; hut I 
think I could show that it was not essentially necessary to 
effect that object, particularly after the door into Castille had 
been closed upon us, by the capture of Ciudad llodrigo and 
Almeida. 

* The political object, therefore, in removing us from Portu¬ 
gal, which was the effect that our evacuation of the Peninsula 
would have had upon the inhabitants of Spain in general, and 
upon those of Cadiz in particular ; and the financial object, 
which was the possession and plunder of Lisbon and Oporto, 
were the principal motives for the perseverance in the expedi¬ 
tion into Portugal. I believe the latter to have been more 
pressing even than the former. 

‘ it is impossible to describe to your Lordship the pecuniary 
and other distresses of the French armies in the Peninsula. 


All the troops are months in arrears of pay ; they are in gene¬ 
ral very badly elothed; their armies want horses, carriages, 
and equipments of every description ; their troops subsist 


solely upon plunder, whether required individually, or more 
regularly by the way of requisition and contribution; they 
receive no money, or scarcely {my, from France; and they 
realize but little from their pecuniary' contributions in Spam. 
Indeed, I have lately discovered that the expens® of the pay 
ahd the hospitals a'lone of’the. French army in the Pe/iinsula 
amounts to more than the sum stated in the financial expose 
as the wholf expense of the entire French army v ' 

‘ This state of things has very much weakened, antl in some 
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instances destroyed, the discipline of the army; and all the in¬ 
tercepted letters advert to acts of malversation and corruption, 
and misapplication of stores, &c., by all the persons attached 
to tlje army. 

• I have no doubt, therefore, that the desire to relieve this 
state of distress, and to remove#the consequent evils,occasioned 
by it, by the plunder of Lisbon and Oporto, was tin; first mo¬ 
tive for*the expedition into Portugal. 

‘ The expedition, not having beqn founded upon any military 
necessity, has been carried on and persevered in Against every 
military principle. We know tl^nt Massena could expect no 
immediate reinforcements; and without adverting to the va¬ 
rious errors which 1 believe he would acknowledge he had 
committed in the course of the service, he has persevered in it, 
after he found that he was unable to force the troops opposed 
to him when posted in a strong position, and when he knew 
that they had one still stronger in their rear, to which they 
were about to refire; and that they were likely to be reinforced, 
while his army would be still further weakened by sickness, 
and by the privations to which he knew th*ey must be liable on 
their march. He knew that the whole country was against 
him; that a considerable corps was formed upon the Douro, 
which would immediately operate upon his rear; that at the 
time of the battle of Bujaco he had no longer any communi¬ 
cation with Spain; and that every step he took farther in 
advance was a step towards additional difficulty and incon¬ 
venience, from which the retreat would he almost impossitye. 

‘ If the expedition into Portugal had been founded upon 
military .principle only, it would have ended at Busaco ; and 
I do not hesitate to acknowledge that I expected that Massena 
would retire from thence, or at all events would not advance 
beyond the Mondego. But he has continued to advance, 
contrary to^ewery military principle; and I therefore aonefude 
that the pressure of financial distresses, which was the original 
motive for the^expedijion, was* that for persevering in it, and 
may operate upon the measures of the present moment. 

* In this vfew of thc.case,,it is provable tjiat Massena may 
endaavar to maintain his position* as long«as he can keep alive 
any proportion of his troops, being certain that the same diffi¬ 
culties wjiieh induced the ^uipcftir to undertake the expedition 
without ahy military necessity, would induce him to make every 
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effort to reinforce him at the earliest possible period of time, 
and therefore that he will remain some time longer where he is. 

‘ Your Lordship is already acquainted with the means of 
reinforcing him. There is no doubt that, by raising the siege 
of Cadiz, and abandoning other unattainable objects, Massena 
may be reipforced to a very corf'iiderable extent. 

‘ Unde;- these circumstances, I have frequently turned over 
in my mind the expediency of attacking the French army now 
in* my front, before it should be joined by its reinforcements; 
and, upon the whole, I am inclined ’to be ef opinion that I 
ought not to do so. e 

‘ I enclose your Lordship an account of the number of bat¬ 
talions, squadrons, &c., which entered Portugal with Massena, 
and ,1 cannot believe that they composed an army of less than 
70,000 men at the battle of Busaco. I calculate their loss, 
including sick, since that time, at 15,000 men, which would 
leave them with 55,000 men, of which fiOOO or 7000 are ca¬ 
valry, at the present moment. 

‘ The effective strength of the British army, according to 
the last returns, was 29,000 infantry, cavalry, and artillery, 
and one regiment at Lisbon, and one at Torres Vedras, which, 
in the view of the contest, ought not to be taken into the 
account; and I enclose a statement of the Portuguese force, 
according to the last returns. 

‘ Besides this force, the Marquis dc la Romana’s corps con¬ 
sists of about 5000 men; making a total of 58,615, of which I 
could command the services, in case I should act offensively 
against the enemy, of which about would be cavalry. 

‘ Besides these troops, there are different bodies of militia, 
infantry and artillery, in our positions; but I should deceive 
myself if I could expect, and your Lordship if 1 should state, 
that any advantage would.be derived from their assistance in 
an offensive operation against the enemy. 

‘ Although the enemy’s, position is not so strong as that 
which we occupy, there is no doubt but that it has its advan¬ 
tages ; one of which is, that in attacking it, we could hardly 
u*e our artillery. , I woujd also observe, that in ‘every opera¬ 
tion of this description by the British army in Portugal, no 
attempt can be made to manoeuvre upon the enemy’s flank or 
rear; first,'because .tire enemy 1, shew, they arc indifferent abdut 
their flanks or rear, or their communicatidhs; and “secondly, 
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because the inevitable consequence of attempting such a ma¬ 
noeuvre would be to open some one or other road to Lisbon, 
and to our shipping, of which the enemy would take immediate 
advantage to attain his object. 

* We must carry their positions, therefore, by main force, 
and consequently with loss; s id, in the course of. the opera¬ 
tions I must draw the army out of their cantonments; 1 must 
expose the troops and horses to the inclemencies .of the weather 
at this season qf the year, and must lopk to all the consequences 
of that measure tn increased sickness of the men, find in loss of 
efficiency and condition in horses* 

‘ 1 observe that, notwithstanding the length of time which 
has elapsed since the greatest and most efficient part of the 
French anny has been employed against us, there is y«t no 
other military body in the Peninsula which is capable of 
taking, much less of keeping, the field : and the relief of 
Cadiz, which appears to me to be a probable conscqdencc of 
the state of affairs here, would not give us the assistance of an 
army from that quarter, cither in the way of co-operation or of 
diversion; nor would the removal of Sebastiani from Grenada, 
which would be the consequence of the relief of Cadiz, enable 
Blake to make any progress beyond the Sierra Morena towards 
Madrid. We should still stand alone in the Peninsula as an 
army ; and if I should succeed in forcing Massena’s positions, 
it would become a question whether I should be able to main¬ 
tain my own, in case the enemy should march another army 
into this country. But, when I observe how small the supe¬ 
riority of numbers is in my favor, and know that the position 
will be in favor of the enemy, I cannot but be of opinion that 
I act in conformity with the instructions and intentions of his 
Majesty’s Government, in waiting for the result of what is 
going on, and in incurring qp extraordinary risk. 

* Every.da'y’s delay, at this season of the year, narrows our 

lftie <of defence, and consequently strengthens it; and when 
the winter shr.ll have sgt in, fto number, however formidable, 
can venture to attack it ; and the increase of the enemy’s num¬ 
bers at that period will onty add to their distress, and increase 
the'difficultics of their retreat. • • . 

‘ I have thought it proper to make your Lprdshiji acquainted 
with th'- couise of my reflections upon* this subject, and my 
present clctermination. which I hone will be consistent with 
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the wishes of his Majesty’s Government. Circumstances may 
change: the enemy’s distresses for provisions, and the opera¬ 
tions of our detachments in his rear, may induce him to detach 
to sucfi a degree, as to render a general attack upon him a 
measure of positive advantage, in which case I shall alter my 
determination. But adverting (*> the necessity of placing the 
troops in t;he field in this season if I should make any attack, 
the advantage must be very obvious before I adopt a iheasure 
wWch must be attended Jay the consequence of . losing the ser¬ 
vices of my then by sickness. ‘ 

‘ I liar/e the honor to be, &e. 

« 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool* * Wellington. 

Lieu}. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ Mv Lord, * Pero Negro, 3rd November, 1810. 

‘ I b<% to draw your Lordship’s attention to the letter which 
I addressed to you on the 27th June last, and its enclosures, 
respecting the system of clothing the Portuguese troops ; and 
to request that if the system recommended by Marshal Beres- 
ford should be adopted, the materials should be sent out with¬ 
out loss of time; or if that system should not be adopted, the 
clothing should be sent out. I have _ sent at different times 
requisitions for several articles of equipments for the troops 
and military stores, which I have been informed had been 
embarked long ago, but. they have not yet arrived ; and I am 
apprehensive that the masters of the vessels, in which these 
articles are embarked, are in the habit of delaying their depar¬ 
ture from England long after opportunities of sailing have 
offered. 

* It is desirable that some measures should be adopted to 
ensure their departure frem England by the first fair wind, 
after the-vessels shall have been laden. ' , 

‘Blankets for the British; as well as for the Spanish troops, 
intrenching tools, and all fhe "provisions which have be:>n 
required, should be sent off as soon as possible. 

The service is .suffering at present for want of the blankets 
and intrenching tools! 

‘ I have the honor to be, 8rc. 

• The Earl of Liverpool.'" ‘ Wellington.' 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. * 

< g IRj ‘ Pero Negro, 4tJj November, 1810. 

‘ I have received an application from his Majesty’s Minister 
at Lisbon, that I would request you to allow 8000 tons of 
transports to proceed to Algers, to bring back to Lisbon 
cargoes of corn, for which Mr. Sampayo, the importer of the 
corn, will pay the usual freight of such a voyage., * • 

* As I conceive that the transports may be spared for this 
service, I shall l»e much*obliged to you if you will allow that 
quantity of transport tonnage tp proceed, as stated in the 
enclosed copy of a letter from Mr. Sampayo, under convoy, if 
there should not be in the Tagus empty store ships or victu¬ 
allers, which I should like to have employed on this service. 

‘ 1 have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ vice Admiral ‘ Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

fc 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. • 

* Sir, ‘ Peru Negro, 4th November, 1810'. 

* I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
of the 2nd, and I beg to acquaint you that it is impossible to 
keep the prisoners of war in this country, and I hope, there¬ 
fore, that you will send them home according to former 
arrangements by the earliest opportunity. 

. ‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

4 Vice Admiral ‘ Wellington. 

the Hon G. Berkeley.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘My dear Sir, • ‘ Pero Negro, 4tli November, 1«10. 

‘ I propose to invest Marshal Beresford with the Order of 
the Bath on Wednesday at Mafra s and intend to give a great 
feaSt there, at Which I htfpe to have the pleasure of your com¬ 
pany, and thgt of Lady Emily Berkeley and the Miss Berke¬ 
leys. I have ordered quarters to be prepared there for you anti 
*your family. * 

‘ Will you ask Sir Thomas* Williams dnd Sir Thomas 
Hardy, a»9 the Captains *of the squadron, to favor me with 
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their company at dinner at Mafra on that day; and I shall be 
very happy 'to see any of the gentlemen of the squadron who 
will do me the /avor to come in the evening. I propose to 
invest 'the Marshal at about five o’clock, and we shall dine 
afterwards, and then the ball. 

, ‘ Believe me, &c. 

* Vice. Admiral ‘ Wellington. 

the Ifyn. G. Berkeley. t 

I 

v As I do not know the names of the Captains of the squa¬ 
dron, I shall *be very much obliged to you if you will allow one 
of your o'erks to send to thcfii, and to Sir Thomas Williams, 
invitations to dine in' my name. There will be quarters pre¬ 
pared at Mafra for any person who will apply for them to 
Captain Kelly, the Deputy Assistant Quarter Master General, 
who will attend thereon Wednesday morning.’ 

t. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut, General Graham. 

* Si r, ‘ Peru Negro, 4th November, 1810. 

‘ I have received 'your letter of the 21st October, and my 
brother will make you acquainted with the state of affairs. 

‘ Nothing I assure you would give me greater satisfaction 
than to have the benefit of your assistance here ; but 1 do not 
consider myself authorised by government to call you from 
Cadiz. 

‘ Jii the letter which I wrote to Lord Liverpool on the sub¬ 
ject of reinforcements from Cadiz, J said that he ought to 
allow me - to draw you and the greatest part of the garrison 
from that, place: in answer to which, he allowed me to take 
such a number as, including those which you had before sent, 
would make 4000 men ; but he did not allow me to call for you, 
and I must, therefore, consider his former directions upon that 
poibt to, be still binding. ' , 

‘ If the siege, or rather the blockade, should be'raised, y,ou 
will, of course, either come.roynd here with the greatest part 
of the troops, or you will take the field with the ’Spanish army, 
[^should doubt that the King’s Government would approve of 
the latter measure,; .but as you are in correspondence witlj the 
Secretary of State, you niay be Acquainted with his sentiments 
upon this subject'. < * 

I have tlie* honor to be, &cj 

‘ W lt..LirOTON. 


‘ Lieut. General Graham,' 



1810 . 


PERO NEGRO. 


559 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Rigfit Hon. 

Henry WeUesley. 

1 My dear Henry, ‘ Pero Negro, 4& November, 1810. 

‘ Since I received your letter of the 22nd, I have reflected 
upon the appointment of a Regency in Spain, which I think 
is the most important point that can come under the consider¬ 
ation o& the Cortes; and their conduct in this business will 
probably decide the fate of their country. m 

‘ The natural, courses! of all popular assembles, of the 
Spanish Cortes among others, is to adopt democratic principles, 
and to vest all the powers of the state in $eir own bftdy ; and 
this assembly must take care that they do not run in this 
tempting course, as the wishes of the nation are decidedly for 
a monarchy: by a monarchy alone can it be governed ; and 
their inclination to any other form of government, and their 
assumption of the power and patronage of the state into their 
own hands, wouhl immediately deprive them of the confidence 
of the people; and they would be a worse government, and 
more impotent, because more numerous than the Central 
Junta 

* Whatever may be their ultimate views, I have no doubt 
that they will immediately appoint a Regent, or a Council of 
Regency; but I think that the choice of the Regent will be 
in some degree influenced by the desire to keep the power of the 
state in their own hands, and for this reason it is so important. 

. ‘ If the Cortes should choose Romana, or Wake, or O’Don¬ 
nell, they will have plausible rdhsons for entrusting to tfiem 
the smallest quantity of patronage and power that can be 
required to carry on the Government, and for retaining the 
largest portion in their own hands. They will say the throne 
is Ferdinand’s, and we are the guardians of it; these indi¬ 
viduals are military men, and of course ambitious; and if* we 
shguld entrfist them with two much power, they may overturn 
us and Ferdinand, and erect upon, our ruins a military govern¬ 
ment of their own. * * 

‘ These apprehensions are not ill founded, and may fairly 
be qitertained; but to act'upon tlTem, # would lead to the 
formation of a feeble exeefttive government, and to the 
assumption of the g&atest part of the power “and patronage of 
the slate'by the Cartes, ancl Its committees, to the ruin of the 
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character of that assembly, and the destruction of its real and 
fair* influence in the country, occasioned by the confidence of 
the inhabitants in its wisdom and justice. 

• M'y opinion, therefore, is, that for the sake of the Cortes 
themselves, they ought not to attempt to make such a selection. 
In the difficult circumstances ip which they are placed, they 
have no chance, unless they adhere to the ancient laws and 
constitution of their country. The laws and constitution of 
' Spain have either pointed B out the person who ought to be 
Regent, in case of the occurrence dt such ran event as the 
captivity of the King; or ijj they have not provided for that 
precise case, they haj'e provided for others, to which this case 
would bear sufficient analogy. I should recommend to the 
Cortes to appoint, or rather recognize, as Regent of the 
kingdom, with all the regal authorities, whoever would succeed 
to the office according to the law, as applied to the case upon 
fair analogy. 

‘ I acknowledge there may be difficulties aiid inconveniences 
in this arrangement, but in what arrangement are there none ? 
If the Princess of Brazils should be the person, the Court will 
be inundated by intriguers of all nations and descriptions; 
and the appointment of her may be attended by other evils and 
inconveniences. But the free constitution of the Cortes will 
be in some degree a remedy for the fifst; and as for the last, 
I conceive that the advantage of having as Regent, the person 
entitled by law to fill the office, will more than counterbalance 
any other evils which might result from this, or any other 
appointment. 

‘ As for all the difficulties of the succession, and of the con¬ 
nexion between Portugal and Spain, they are Hot to be con¬ 
sidered for a moment. Great Britain and Portugal and 
' Spain will settle these questions easily, when the Regent shall 
be Appointed, whoever the person may be. • 

‘ I wish you would turn.over in your mind the considerations 
above referred to, and talk, them overwith t^e members of 
the Cortes, if you think they arc of any weight. 

* Ever yours, most affectionately, 

The Right Hon. H., Wellesley.' 0 ‘ Wiii.ufyjTCN. t 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B-, to C. Stu&rt, Esq. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Pero Negro, 4th November, 1810. 

‘ I have received-your letter of the 3rd with its enclosures. 
I have written to the Admiral to request him to send the 
transports to Algiers for the corn. . 

* I do not know how your correspondent could Jiave got 
the letters from the Emperor to the King, &c. It ‘■does not 
appear, by our accounts from England, that Napoleon is gosse 
to Germany. ® 

‘ I have no doubt that Massena js waiting for reinforcements. 

‘ Believe me, Sc c. 

' C. Stuart, Esq.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

' Sir, ‘ Pero Negro, 4th November, 1810. 

‘ I enclose a letter and its enclosures, which I have received 
from Colonel Peacocke, upon the abuses committed by per¬ 
sons who pretend to import goods for the use of the British 
army, and who arc indulged by the Portuguese Government 
with the privilege of importing them duty free. 

‘ I should wish the Government to place the grant of this 
indulgence, if after this abuse of it they are so kind as to con¬ 
tinue it, under the following regulations : 

* First. That all applications for the indulgence of import- 
ing goods for the British army, duty free, should be accom¬ 
panied by an exact list of the articles to be imported, stat’ng 
the quantities of each, and should be countersigned by the 
Commissary in Chief of the army. 

‘ Secondly. That the application should not be granted till 
the owner shall have entered into a bond to proceed to the 
head quarters of the British rymy with the goods in one week 
from the perjod*of granting permission to import them; and 
to arrive by marches, calculated at two leagues each day, or to 
.forfeit a‘sum equal in amount td double the duties on the 
articles imported. . ' 

‘ Thirdly. That the penalty of thisjbond shall-be enforced ;• 
if within one fortnight after the expiration <Jf*the term at which 
the owner of the goqds ought to arrive at hpad quarters, he 
docs? not transmit to the nS&crctary of'the Government a 
certificate of tjic Commandant at head quarters that the goods, 

VBL. vi. 2 o 
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of which thf detailed list will be transmitted, had been brought 
to the head quarters of the army to be disposed of. 

‘ I Request you to return the enclosures, as l propose to 
have a further enquiry into the conduct of Mr. Berkeley., 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

• C. Stuart,-Esq.' ‘ Wellington. 

I “ « 

Lieut. General Viscount. Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

My dear^Sir, ' ‘ Pero*Negro, 4tfi November, 1810. 

‘ When I wrote to you ^yesterday about the feast, I was 
guilty of' an omission which I fear will not he forgiven. I 
forgot the whole ltio Mayor family; I shall he obliged to you 
if you will send invitations to the whole of them, including 
even old Machado. 

‘ La Marquise tie Lourigal also, and la Duchcsse de la 
Foens*and her sister, 1 am told, ought to be invited *. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

• C. Stuart, Esq.' ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Dr. Frank, 
Inspector of Hospitals. 

‘ Mv dear Sir, ‘ Pcro Negro, 5lh November, 1810. 

‘ I have this day ordered a Board to enquire into the 

circumstances of the complaint of Lieut.-, which 1 have 

no doubt will end in a manner satisfactory to you. I shall 
no., however, omit this opportunity of expressing to you how 
much I feel concerned at the tone and purport of the several 
letters which I have received from you lately, evidently written 
under the notion that these complaints were reflections upon 
you encouraged by me. 

i‘ A moment’s reflectioh would point out to you that they are 
reflections upon me (Lieut. - r ’s complaint iu particular) 
much more than upon y*ou; and that in fact, it matters* not 
upon whom they reflect; it is our duty to 'attend to them** 
to investigate their truth, and to prevent, if possible, the 
* recurrence in future 'of ,such circumstances, if they ever 
existed. 

* AU the society of .Lisbon, and the Offjoers of the army, not pn duty, were 
present at this ball; but the whole of the Officers were under arrt.s at their posts 
on the following morning before daylight. 
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c We all do the best in our power to carry on the^service in a 
manner that shall be most satisfactory ; and I have been much 
misunderstood by you, and the gentlemen of jhc medical de¬ 
partment, if it is supposed that I have expressed any thing 
like_ dissatisfaction with the mode in which its duties have 
been conducted. But the best arrangements which we may 
make, may fail from the neglect, or omission, or want of expe¬ 
rience in' those whom we employ to carry them into execution; 
or our orders njay be disobeyed, as rnyie and yours are evffy 
day ; and the scrVice may be, by any one of thesS modes, not 
carried on as it ought to be; and it may be necessary to 
enquire into the causes of these accidents.* 

* These enquiries, it is true, always suppose that there has 
been some failure; but because there has been failure, it does 
not follow of course that there has been fault, and much less 
on the part of the head of the department. 

‘ I have thought it proper to give you tiiis explanation, as 
I have really been much concerned to find that you have 
supposed that there was any disposition to convey any thing 
but applause on your conduct, and that of your department 
in general. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Dr. Frank, ‘ Wellington. 

Inspector of Hospitals.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K. B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ Pero Negro, 5th November, 1810. 

4 Mv dear Sir, i past 8 pjr. 

I am very much obliged to you for your kindness to 
Marshal Bercsford and me, and 1 enclose a letter from Mr. 
Deputy Commissary Dunmore, whicli I hope will provide /or 
you the means of moving i\hat is necessary for Lady Emily, 
who, I anxiously hope, will not suffer by her desire to favor us 
witlP her company. W8 shall all appear in our best attire, 
but I fear thgt, with many, bad is the best; and we shall be 
highly flattered by your company, a fid that of the Captain! 
bf the fleet, whether in full or in frock-uniforms. 

4 Believe me, &c. •„ 

4 Vice Admiral ' ' * * Wellington 

the Hon. G Berkeley' 

? o 2 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ My *i)Ear Sir* ‘ Pero Negro, 6th November, 1810. 

‘ 1 have received your letter of 11 a.m., the 5th instaric. I 
assure you that I am no partisan of Congreve’s rockets, of 
which I entertain but a bad opinion, from what I recollect of 
the rockets in the East Indies, of which I believe those of 
Qpngreve are an imitation. 

‘ It is bfit fair, however, to give‘every tjifng a trial, more 
particularly as I have received the orders of Government to 
try tliesi? machines ., 1 do not think it would answer any pur¬ 
pose to try them here; but I understand that the enemy have 
seven boats on the square at Villa Franca, which possibly 
might be reached by the rockets fired from Hill’s advanced 
piquet, and they might be tried there. 

• ‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Vice Admiral WELLINGTON. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

I 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K. B., to the 
Marquis de la Romana. 

A Pero Negro, ce (i Novembre, 1810. 
‘ Mon cher Monsieur le Marquis, 

‘ Je suis bien fache de vous faire savoir que les Offieiers 
Espagnols vont dans le pare du Prince Regent a Mafra, et y 
tuent Jes cerfs et autre gibier. Un offieier Anglais a fait savoir 
h vnd’eux qu’il etait defendu de chasserla, sans la permission 
du Gouvemement: il lui a repondu qu’il chasserait malgre la 
defense, ayant la permission de son chef; et si vous 1 le desirez 
je pourrai vous faire savoir 1c nom de l’officier.' 

* Je vous prie en attendant de faire donner l’ordre qu’i.n 
n’y chasse plus; et d’y envoypr tout de suite un offieier de 
l’Etat'Major pour faire sortir du pare tous'ceyx qui pour- 
raient s’y trouver. 

i Agree,?,, &c. ' 

Au Marquis de la Romana.' ‘ W Ellington. 

* 

Lieut. General, Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart,. Esq. 

- My hear Sir,. ‘ Pero Negro, Gth November, 1810. 

‘ I have received'your lettermf the 5th. I* do.not kndw of 
any objection to Lending some of the prisoners to the Cape 
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de Verde Islands; and if the Government should^ state none, 
I have no objection to allow vessels to go with them, as the 
voyage will not be longer than to England. AH I want is to 
get <rid of the prisoners from Lisbon ; and if they cannot be 
kept in safety out of England, they must go there notwith¬ 
standing the orders of the Admiralty. These ordess, after all, 
arc not positive. 

‘ In respect to the horses, it must be observed, that’ they are 
not yet selected and purchased, «nd» some time must elapse 
before they can be prepared for embarkation. Itannot allow 
the transports to remain at the Gape de Verde Islands longer 
than is necessary to land the prisoners aftd take on board the 
horses, if they should be ready. As it is provable they will 
not be ready, it is better that we should send horse transports 
for the horses at some future period, and confine ourselves at 
present to the removal of the prisoners to the Cape de Verde 
Islands, if the Government should see no objection. ’ 

‘ At all events, the horses which we should now get at the 
Cape de Verde Islands would not be fit for the service till 
next campaign; and if we get rid of the enemy now in our 
front, we shall have plenty of time to send for them. 

r I long to see Mascarenhas’ papers. I do not fear 40,000 
men, if the town is prepared to hold out in provisions, and 
the Government will exert themselves to get in every thing 
they can. I hear from Don Julian Sanchez of the 27th, from 
Laganilla, that about 4000 or 5000 men had entered Sala¬ 
manca, including two regiments of dragoons, which I see are 
those which Massena left with Serras or Kcllerman; and that 
they expected 9000 or 10,000, some from Navarre, and others 
from the garrisons in Castille. lie says that they are pre¬ 
paring to bring into Portugal a large convoy of provisions. 
I understand from his letter, that* the whole number they 
expect at SaMmanca is 9000 or 10,000, and not that number 
in’addition to those now arrived. 

‘However, I have no apprehension for the consequences, 
if the Government will take care to bring all the provisions 
into the town, and out of the^ enemy’s way, that they can 
* lay “their hands upon. • * • 

‘ I do nqt know where Laganilla is, but. I believe not far 
from Pliisencla; and if so,“Don Julian* would have heard of 
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the march of any troops from Madrid, whether by Plasencia 
or through Old Castille. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq. ‘ Wellington. 

‘ I think you had better se^ul Mascarenhas up here that 
we may examine him, and all the evidence there may be 
respecting his having served the enemy, and having hi*d their 
'papers upon him.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to Colonel Gordon, 

, Commissary in Chief. 

‘Mv dear Colonel, * Pero Negro, Gtli November, 1810 . 

‘ I received yesterday your letter of the 19th of October ; 
and I assure you that I had great satisfaction in doing justice 
to Mr. Kennedy, and the officers of the Commissariat Depart¬ 
ment, in my report of recent transactions in this country. 

‘ In respect to Mr. Ogilvie’s promotion, nothing that you 
have written has altered my opinion upon that subject. It 
may be very proper to frame rules for the conduct of a de¬ 
partment, and to conduct a department according to the rules 
laid down for its government; but that is not the mode in 
which the service can be carried on ; and if the attempt is made 
and persevered in in the Commissariat with respect to the pro¬ 
motion of the officers, an army will be lost on some fine day on 
account of the total incapacity of the greater number of the 
officers, seniors as well as juniors, to perform any duty ex¬ 
cepting that which they learn in England, viz., the superin¬ 
tendence of deliveries by a contractor, and to compare his 
accounts with his vouchers. 

‘ For this reason I contend for it, that when a man likiT 
Mr. Ogilvie is found out,'who is, really capable of being the 
Commissary General of an army, the rule is a back one which 
prevents his immediate promotion. 

‘ I may be wrong, but I llavd objections to all those rwles 
which prevent the promotion of officers of merit. It is the 
abuse of the unlimited power of promotion which* ought to be 
prevented ; but the *pow,cr itself ought not to be taken* by < 
regulation, from the crown, or from those who do, the business 
of the crown. By .these regulation we are undermining,'as 
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fast as possible, the efficiency of the Government. There is 
no power any where of rewarding extraordinary* services, or 
extraordinary merit; and under circumstances which require 
unwearied exertion in every branch and department .of our 
military system, we appear to be framing regulations to pre¬ 
vent ourselves from commanding it by the only stimulus,— 
the honorable reward of promotion. 

‘ Those are my decided opinions. They go to thb, principle 
of our proceedings, and not to Mr. OgiIvie s case alone. I f. 
Mr. Kennedy was gone to-morrow, Mr Ogilvie‘is, I thTnk, 
the person upon the whole most qualified to fill nis situation; 
and 1 should then propose that *he should be made a Com¬ 
missary General. I wish to know whetfier in any service in 
the world a man has ever been placed at the head of such a 
concern as that which I am conducting, without having the 
power of selecting the person who shall succeed to fill such an 
office at that which Mr. Kennedy fills; and whether any 
minister could show his face to the country and object that 
such an appointment is contrary to the regulation. The regu¬ 
lation therefore must be nugatory, anil ought not to have been 
made. 

‘ As for the gentleman who would succeed to Mr. Kennedy 
he is quite unfit for the situation, and I could not do business 
with him for an hour. 

* This is a stronger case than that which exists; though, by 
the bye, that is pretty strong. Mr. Ogilvie, an assistant com¬ 
missary, is found the most capable in the whole department of 
conducting the business of General Hill’s separate corps; and 
he camjot be mdde a deputy commissary because he has not 
served five years; and there are other assistants in the army 
jsenior to him who, although very good then, and possibly able 
to do the duty of assistant commissary, arc not able to do the 
duty which l^Tr. Ogilvie performs well, and for which lie was 
selected, notwithstanding that there were many deputy com¬ 
missaries with the army!! , f 

‘ The next thing to do will be to order that the deputy com¬ 
missaries stall perform these superior duties when there are 
any with the army; and then I hope the^gentlemen in Lonrfbri 
will be so kind as to be responsible for all that passes lure ; 
aad bear all the Sbuse, misrepresentation, *&c., which he 
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must make up his mind to, who is honored with the command 
of the British troops on a foreign service. 

4 Believe me, &c. 

‘ Colortcl Gordon.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl if Liverpool, 

• Secretary t >f State. 

‘ My Lqiin, ‘ Pero Negro, 8th November, 1810. 

‘ Adverting to the information, which I recently received 
from your i^ordship, tliit there was a* regiment of dragoons in 
the west of England in readiness to embark for this country, 
if its services should he required, 1 have to inform your Lord- 
ship that 1 would rather recommend completing the regiments 
now in this country with horses or marcs of five, six, and seven 
years of age, to sending out fresh troops. Neither the dra¬ 
goons nor their horses are capable of performing much service 
in the first season after their arrival; and many horses are lost, 
being unaccustomed to the food of the Peninsula, and from 
the want of experience in the mode of taking care of them. 

‘ We have found die British cavalry more efficient in this 
campaign, and particularly at the close of it, than it was in the 
last, notwithstanding that in this campaign they have had 
more hard work. 1 am therefore of opinion that the best 
mode of keeping up the cavalry of this'army would be to send 
strong horses of a serviceable age to the regiments now in the 
country. 

* I also wish to draw your Lordship's attention to the wants 
of the artillery in horses. I should recommend that 500 ser¬ 
viceable horses for the artillery should be sent out at an early 
period, and it will be necessary hereafter to send from Eng¬ 
land frequently fresh “horses for the artillery. 

‘ In the course of this and last year many horses and mules 
for this branch of the service were purchased itv. Portugal and 
Spain. But neither of a sufficient ‘size can now be procured ; 
and 1 imagine it will be necefsar.y to aid # the Portuguese aryiy 
with some horses of a good size for their artillery. 

‘At all events, as there are horse transports in the service 
of Government, whiqh might 'hereafter be employed in, trans¬ 
porting the horses from England,‘it would be cheaper to bring 
all that are (Wanted from them*, than to purchase, "thfm in this 
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country ; and the horses are infinitely better than any that can 
be procured in the Peninsula. 

* I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ The Earl of Liverpool. ‘ Wellington. 

**P.S. I have just been informed by Brigadier General 
Hovvorth that 500 horses are Required for the immediate use 
of the artillery, besides the 170 now on their passage; therefore 
700 will be wanted in order to give any assistance to the Por¬ 
tuguese artillery.’ 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., tofUajor General Fane. 

« My dear Fane, ‘ Pero Negro, 8th November, 1810. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 6th in the evening 1 
find that the only draught they had for the guns on the left 
of the Tagus was oxen; and Beresford has repeated his orders 
that you should be plentifully supplied with these animals. 
They will be slow but very sure. 

‘ I have desired General Howorth to send over to you a 
party of British artillery, with a rocket carriage drawn by- 
horses, and some rockets, the whole lately come from Eng¬ 
land ; so that you will be able to try these machines very 
effectually. I also desired Rosa to send you a 5 j inch how¬ 
itzer, that you might also use the 24 pound carcases. All this 
and the Ca<; adores will have arrived some time ago. 

‘ The enemy’s movements look like an intention to attack 
Abrantcs, where Colonel Lobo commands, who is doing., re¬ 
markably well; atjd I shall be obliged to you if you will let 
him know how well I am satisfied with him. 

£ On the left of the Tagus is Don Carlos de Espana with 
Jfbout 1200 Spanish troops, with whom 1 wish you to com¬ 
municate by your right, and, to keep all matters straight be¬ 
tween him ^nid Lobo. Don Carlos I believe to be a very 
good kind of man, and a good officer. 

‘•Lollo has at Abr.in.tes not otily the boats of the bridge 
there, but I believe those of the bridge of Punhete; aud he 
ought to hav? those of the bridge of \4illa Velha.' He has vesy 
•prudently taken up the bridge of Abratites; and since the 
enemy have appeared in force on the left of the Zezere he has 
sent the, boats over to th:; left of the 4'signs, and has given 
charge of tlujju to f)on Carlos de Kspafia. * 
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* The orders which Lobo has respecting these boats is to 
have combustibles in each, and every thing prepared to burr 
them at a short,notiee, but not to burn them till the last ex¬ 
tremity, and till it shall be certain that they will otherwise 
fall into the hands of the enemy. 

‘ I shall, be obliged to yon if you will communicate with 
Don Carlos on this point particularly, and see that he under¬ 
stands exactly what he is to do, and is prepared to do4t. 

i The bqats at Abrantes are now more important than ever. 
First, it is*very important that tlx? enemy should not get 
them ; and secondly, it is vpry important that we should not 
lose the use of then, unless absolutely necessary to prevent 
their falling into the hands of the enemy : fqr if Lobo is to be 
attacked at Abrantes, I must and will support him from the 
left of the Tagus, and so I beg you to tell him, and we shall 
want the boats there. 

‘ Oilr guns were removed from the neighbourhood of the 
Zezere, and I believe throughout Lower Beira; but of this 
last, although ordered, I am not certain. 

* Let me hear from you if the Cac;,adores have their clothing. 

• Believe me, &c. 

* Major General Fane.’ ‘ \Vkllington. 

Lieut. General Viscount WeHingto'h, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir TV. Beresford, K.R. 

‘ My dear Beresford, ‘ Peru Negro, 8th November, 1810 

* f l enclose a letter from Fane. Have you had any account 
of the transactions of the otb at Abrantes? Don Carlos de 
Espana, in a letter of the 4th to the Marquis de Ia„Romana, 
mentions that the enemy had approached that place on that 
day with cavalry and infantry, and were at no great distance, so 
appeared by their fires at night. 1 should not. be surprised if 
they wore to attack Abrantes after all. I musUmention to you 
that the lime tvtjere, which is ifi Begnier’s division, has, I 
believe, marched from the neighbourhood of Vi,lla Frainca., 

‘ If Abrantes is attacked, we must support the place from 
tl'.e left of the river : 1 jvould recommend t her eft re that Lobo 
should be desired net to destroy all the boats of the bridge, if 
the enemy should approach him, but to send them to the left 
of the rivef, in chaygb of Dot! C?rlps de EspatV, \yhom I will 
put ifi communication with Fane, and I will direct‘Fane only 
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to destroy them if it should be found that Don Carlos cannot 
maintain his post. 

‘ Don Carlos says they were sending off ljaggage by the 
road of Villa de Rey. Let me hear from you early what*direc¬ 
tions you will send Lobo, that I may send others of a corre¬ 
sponding nature to Fane. Tell Lobo that he shall be supported, 
if attacked. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

4 Marshal Sir W.'Beresford. K.B. 4 Weulingtom 

1 I enclose you a report of what passed at Abrantes on the 
5th, just now received.’ '•* 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

4 Mv Lord, 4 Pero Negro, 8th November, 1810. 

4 I enclose the copy of a dispatch from the Prince of Essling 
to the Prince of- Wagram, on the battle of Busaco, and the 
copy of a paper supposed to be a set of questions to be asked 
the bearer of the dispatch at Paris and the answer which he 
was to give. They were taken on a person by the name of 
Mascarenhas, a Portuguese, who is in tile French service, 
and aide de camp to Junot. This person was on his road 
through the valley of the # Mondego, towards the frontier, in 
the disguise of a Spanish peasant, and was taken by the 
ordenanza. 

■ 4 As some doubts are entertained here respecting the pro¬ 
ceedings to be adopted in this person’s case, and as I wish to 
avoid any discussion with the enemy upon it, till the Portuguese 
Government shall have an opportunity of deciding upon it, it is 
desirable that this dispatch should not be made public, or at all 
events that the name of the bearer qf it should be kept secret 
for some time.. 

44 Your Lordship will observe that this is the second dispatch 
whjph Massena had written siiico, his entering into Portugal, 
both of which we have got. 

‘ In regard to his account of the battle of Busaco, and of ■ 
,the kiss^sustaincd by the Ffenclr army, £ would request your 
Lordship to observe, first, the difference between die account 
of loss in the'Alispafeh, and that* in the officer’s written answer 
to the supposed question ; and, secondly, the immense loss of 
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officers, viz., three colonels killed and several others wounded, 
which could not have been unattended by a proportionate loss 
of troops. 

‘ I have the honor to be, 8tc. . 

* The Earl of Liverpool.' * Wellington. 

* 1 / 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Mr. Dunmore, 
Deputy Commissart/ General. 

i , ‘ Pero Negro, 9th November, 1810. 

‘ I beg that, upon the receipt of ’this letter, you will place 
at the disposition of his Excellency Admiral the Honorable G. 
Berkeley one of the Commissariat waggons drawn by a suffi¬ 
cient number of horses; and such other means of transport as 
he may require, and as you may have at your disposal at 
Lisbon; and I shall inform the Commissary General that I 
have given you these orders. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Mr. Dunmore, ‘ W Ellington. 

Deputy Commissary General.' 

t 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. Beresfnrd, K.B. 

‘ Pero Negro, 9th November 1810, 
‘ My dear Beresford, , ± past 12 p.m. 

‘ I have not got by me a return 'of the guns on the Zezere 
and Lower Beira, but 1 am afraid there were many more than 
the officer gives you an account of, for you will observe that 
he palls them “ field pieces.” , Will you look at your return 
of them ? . 

‘ Do you understand by 1(50 head of cattle, a large part of 
them bullocks, that those not bullocks were cows or sheep ? 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

■ Marshal Sir W. Beresford,' K.B.' <■ ‘Wellington. 

‘ * t *’ . 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. Beresford, $.p. 

‘ My dear Beresford, ‘ Peru Negro, 9th November, 1810. 

% ‘ I had received Silv«eira’s letters, for which V am obliged 
to you, and return them. , . 0 

‘ As we cannot pretend to defend the entrance juito Portugal 
by the roafi of Celorfco, I should prefer to coneidor pilveifa’s 
corps*-only as one yf observation, to retire"towar^s the Douro 
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when the enemy shall move in force, and then to operate upon 
their flanks and rear, and cut off as much provision and lug¬ 
gage as possible. 

• If Bacellar has placed his troops in column on the road 
from Coimbra to Lamego, he can easily reinforce Silveira, and 
co operate with him in effecting these objects. But I would 
not allow them to make any attempt to defend the entrance into 
the country, and in that view I would not reinforce Silveira. 

‘ In respect to the bridges of the Coa, I am afraid that at* 
this season of the year,' it would be useless to destroy even 
those on the lower Coa. The upjter Coa is no barrier at any 
season; and the enemy could, from Ciudad Rodrigo, enter by 
Alfayates and Sabugal, and go thence either to Alverca or 
Guarda, without difficulty, if all the bridges were destroyed. 

‘ I hope the intelligence of the destruction of the bridge of 
Villa Velha will be confirmed; I prefer that they should not 
cross the Tagus at all. 1 believe they must now 1 go up 
as high as Ahnaraz, and I doubt whether they have boats 
even there. 

‘ Upon looking over the returns of the population of the 
districts of which the enemy have possession, I find that it 
amounts to 109,000 souls. They cannot exist much longer in 
that country. 

. * Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshul Sir W.Beresford, K.B.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. c 

4 Sir, 4 ‘ Pero Negro, 10th November, 1810. 

‘ The assistance which I have uniformly received from you, 
giotonly in those objects to which I have drawn your attention, 
from time to time, but in others to. which you have adverted 
yourself, induses me to suggest a mode in which the Tiavy 
might most materially cofttributc to the success of his Ma¬ 
jesty’s arms, and to tije^salvaUon.of this country. 

‘ I have long considered that, after occupying the most im* 
portant poiats in the position of t|ie army, it was most jle-* 
sirable jhat I should have a dispbsable foyep capable of moving 
to any point which might be attacked, or of acting offensively 
against thg enemy, if circqmstaflcfcs should render fhat measure 
advisable. 
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* The strength which I have added to the several positions 
of the troojfe has already increased my disposable force, but 
it would be increased if we could have the assistance of a 
brigade of seamen, and of a battalion composed of the ma¬ 
rines of the squadron, in a proportion still greater than their 
numbers would add to the numerical strength of the army. 

* If yoy should see no objection to the plan *, I would pro¬ 
pose tty you to land the seamen and marines whom yoA should 

' think proper to employ in this manner, and to, place them in 
barracks or cantonments in the first instance, m the neighbour¬ 
hood of St. Julian, Cascaqp, &c., where they might be ar¬ 
ranged in companies, and battalions, and the ofiicers and petty 
officers posted to each, where they might be properly equipped 
for q further advance towards the positions occupied by the 
army, and might learn some of the most simple and necessary 
evolutions of the troops, in order that they might execute them 
with futility, at the moment their services would be required. 
I would propose to leave them in this situation, till circum¬ 
stances should render it necessary or desirable to draw some 
of the troops out of'the positions they now occupy, to be dis¬ 
posable for other parts; and I would then move the battalion 
of marines and the brigade of seamen to occupy the fortified 
positions from which the troops would have been withdrawn. 

‘ When the brigade of seamen and battalion of marines 
would move into these positions, the Commissary General of 
the Army would of course provide for their subsistence; in 
the piean time it might be more convenient that they should 
be subsisted by the pursers of the ships to wl;ich they severally 
belong. 1 should wish you however to decide upon these 
points as you may think best; and if you should prefer that 
the Commissary General should provide for them, a com mis-# 
sary shall be attached to them immediately, in the same man¬ 
ner as to the other brigades. ' , 

‘ If you should approve *>f this plan, I will send an officer of 
the Adjutant General’s, and 6ne*of the Quarter Master Gene¬ 
ral’s department, to Lisbon, to place themselves under the 
'orders of the officer whom- you shall appoint to cAmmand the 
brigade. And I v/iil have all .the arrangements mule’ for ■ 

* On reference of this proposition to the-Athniralty, the Boi.rd sroipd not ap¬ 
prove of* landing the seamen of the fleet. 
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quartering them, as I have above proposed for your con¬ 
sideration. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

• Pice Admiral ‘ WellingJon. . 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.' 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, ‘ P$ro Negro, 10th November, 1^10.* 

‘ As the case»of MaScarcnhas, who is a Lieutenant in the 
French cavalry and aide de camji to Junot, may involve a' 
question of retaliation, I am anxious, if .possible, to have the 
opinion of his Majesty's Government before the Portuguese 
Government shall decide upon it. 

‘ When the Prince Regent quitted Portugal in the year 
1807, he issued a Proclamation, of which there will be of 
course a copy in London, in which he directed his subjects 
whom lie left befiind, in substance, not to take up arms against 
the French, and many of them served the French in civil and 
military capacities. The Portuguese arihy was marched out 
of the country, and is still in the service of the French Em¬ 
peror ; and many of the officers who entered the French service 
during the time that Portugal was in possession of the French, 
of which number is Mascarenhas, quitted Portugal with Junot. 
Mascarenhas was Junot’s aide de camp, and he is a Lieutenant 
of cavalry in the French army. 

’ ‘ I had always considered the case of those Portuguese who 
entered the service of the French in the years 1807 and 1*808, 
as very different from the case of those who entered their ser¬ 
vice in 1809,*when Soult obtained possession of Oporto. In 
%he former period the Sovereign had quitted the country, and 
although he had not formally relinquished the government, he 
had left hig sabjects to take their own course under that of 
tlie usurper; and those who entered the French service had 
tochoose between dasortion from it, or quitting their native 
country. In the latter period the legitimate Government of 
their Princ^was in existence in the cauntry, and' those who^n-’ 
ter&l the service of the enemies of their cewitry should lie qpn- 
sidered only,as tragors The mere act of serving the French 
duringghe period of the usurpation has* not been'considered a 
crime in *Portujral* Manv of those who were euiltv of It have 
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since been, and are now, employed; and that alone which 
majfes any distinction in Mascarenhas’ case is, that he continued 
in the service of the French, in which he was engaged, after the 
restoration of the government of his Prince. 

‘ I am inclined to consider him in the light of many of his 
Majesty’s subjects who are serving his enemies under the conni¬ 
vance of (government, contrary ?o the laws, and to his Majesty’s 
repeated, proclamations at the commencement of every war, 
’ catling upon his subjects (p return to his dominions from the 
service of hyeign powers; and if this view of the case be cor¬ 
rect, it is equally unjustifiable to involve the two countries in 
a question of retaliation (as it may be depended upon that the 
retaliation will not be confined to Portuguese officers) on this 
case, as it would be in the case of any one of those individuals 
who might be taken in arms against his Majesty’s Government. 

‘ An example of this description is not necessary in this 
country. There exists no disposition in any class to favor the 
French invasion, and it appears, upon the whole, that the best 
measure to be adopted, in respect to this person, is to send 
him, after trial, to the Brazils, to be disposed of as the Prince 
Regent may think proper. 

‘ I have the honor to be, &.c. 

* The Earl of Liverpool? ‘Wellington. 

Lieut.. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of Stale. 

‘ My Loro, ‘ P«o Negro, lOtli November, 1810 . 

• Nothing of any importance- has occurred, since I addressed 
you on the 3rd instant. The enemy reconnaitred ^hrantes 
on the 5th instant, and under cover of that 'operation moved 
a small body of cavalry and infantry through Lower Beira 
.towards Villa Velha, evidently with an intention of obtaining 
possession of the bridge on the Tagus at that, place. They 
found it however destroyed, and this detachment returned io 
Sobreira Formosa. 

* The greatest number of the boats which the enemy had 
been able to collect together are in their.bridge onuhe Zezere, 
which is a very bijd, one, and will, I hope, be destroyed- by 
Jtfajor General Fane’s artillery. 

‘I have a letter ftom Gdneral f Silveira of thg 3rfl instaht, 
from Trancoso. He had his detachments on the Goa, and 
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one of them (consisting of a battalion of the 24jJi regiment, 
which had been in garrison at Almeida during the siege,*and 
which Marshal Massena had reported to the Emperor as paving 
voluntarily entered the French service,) had driven in the oUt- 
posjts of the present garrison at Almeida. General Silveira 
reports that about 5000 French troops were at Salamanca, and 
in motion on the frontier towards Ciudad Rodrigo* and that 
these troops were supposed to be intended as a reinfoicement., 
to the army in this country. He &lso»mentions that two regi¬ 
ments of infantry had arrived at Valladolid, and tfere stated to 
be the advanced guard of a corps,*!ikewise on its march to this 
country. 

* By the accounts from Badajoz of the 4th instant, it appears 
that Mortier’s corps was still at Seville, and the troops we ry 
sickly. 

c My last accounts from Cadiz are of the- 

‘ I have the honor to be, &c. 

* The Earl of Liverpool: ‘ Wellington’. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to R. Kennedy, Esq., 
Commissary General. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Pero Negro, lltli November, 1810. 

‘ I enclose a letter fiom Mr. Cochrane Johnstone, and my 
answer; and I shall be much obliged to you if you will write 
to him about the hay, to the purport of the paragraph in my 
letter concerning that article. Take care to specify that the 
hay shall be of as good quality as the English hay, and pressed; 
and I think you had better give him a commission upon his 
purchases for this and every other description of supplies. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ R. Kennedy, Esq.' ‘Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the 
Han. ft . 4 Cochrane Johnstone. 

‘ Sir, ' ‘ Pero Negro, 11th November, 1810. 

‘ I have oilly now received your letter of the 9th instant. 

* The situation of affairs ip the Peninsula, and the general 
tenor of the instructions to the Commissary General, do not 
alldw of my encouraging contracts* for tfle. deliver^ of articles 
at distant ’periods df time, and prices to b$ fixed upon KV me. 
yoi.. vl. 2 r 
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But I yestefday desired the Commissary General to make an 
arrangement with you, for the purchase of a quantity of flour 
to he importedi from America; and I now send your letter 
of the 9th on the subject of hay and horses. ,, 

‘ I tell him that 1 conceive it will he desirable to take ad¬ 
vantage of-your offer to purchase in America, and import hay 
for the public service in this country, upon commission, on 
the term's of landing it at Lisbon, at Gibraltar, or a? Cadiz, 
or in England, as may be deemed expedient, making of course 
( an allowance; for the additional freight, if tile original desti¬ 
nation of,the voyage should ,be altered. 

‘ Tn respect to horses, I imagine that the Government pay 
for them in England, at present, thirty guineas, of an age fit 
for immediate service. They are brought to this country in 
transports, and the expense of their voyage is only their food 
in their transports. 1 conceive that the loss of horses on the 
voyage is trifling. 

* From this statement, you will be best able to judge whether 
horses of an equally, good description could be got at as cheap 
a rate in America and landed here. If they could, I should 
be glad to take them. But as all the horses received for the 
use of the army must be inspected by a Board of Officers of 
the Cavalry, or of those belonging to one of the departments 
to which the horses would be attached, and there may be a 
difference of opinion about the fitness of the horses for the ser¬ 
vice between these Boards and the person who may import the 
hordes from America, I should not recommend any speculation 
in horses to any person in that country. 

‘ Indeed, horses can, or ought to be got with facility, to any 
extent in England, at the price above stated; and the assist¬ 
ance of the resources of America, however desirable in foot# 
for man and beast, does not appear to be necessary in horses. 

- ‘I have the honor to be; &c. 

• The Hon. A. C . Jlthmlone.' ‘ Wellington! 


Lieut. General Fimauni Wellington, K.B., to Major general Fane. 

‘ Mr bear Fane, ‘ Pero Negro, 11th November#810, 

‘ I haver received ^our letter of the 9th. Don Carlos de 
Esganals a Frenchman, and 1 believe I told you jn my list, 
I knew no reason why you should not hdve a goo'd opinion 
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of him. He is certainly a better officer than the Soanish 
officers in general are. 

‘ In respect to provisions for his troops, J promised the 
Marquis de la llomana that the Spanish troops should Tie fed 
by the British Commissariat while in Portugal; but I was not 
apprised of the arrival of Don ^Carios’s troops, which were in¬ 
tended to operate upon another line, and he came to.Abrantes 
of his own accord. No provision was therefore made fo; them, _ 
and it. would he very inconvenient U\ attach a British Com¬ 
missary to them. I have therefore desired that‘they might 
be fed from the Portuguese stores at Abrantes; ary,! so little 
did I believe that there was any ground of complaint for Don 
Carios of the want of provisions, that the Portuguese Govern¬ 
ment have remonstrated with me on the consumption of pro¬ 
visions which his corps, I believe only 1200 men, has occasioned 
at Abrantes. 

‘ As, however, the quantity of provisions at Abrantes Is very 
large, particularly such belonging to the British army, I re¬ 
quest you to desire Lobo to supply Don Carlos with provisions 
for his troops upon regular requisitions and receipts; and I' 
beg him to report to Marshal Beresford immediately, the 
quantity of provisions of all descriptions in the place, and the 
rate of daily consumption, including, specifically, Don Carlos’s 
demand. 

‘ In respect to bayonets, desire Don Carlos to send an 
officer to the Marquis de la llomana immediately with a return 
of the bayonets he wants; and upon the Marquis de la |to- 
mana’s application,they shall be delivered to that officer. 

f I intended, myself, to give you notice of any danger from 
the south, and to instruct you upon the occasion. The reason 
fc>r which 1 did not advert to that circumstance in the instruc¬ 
tions which I gave you before is, that the line which I should ' 
wish you tq foHow in that case, would vary according to the 
course of events here, and to the amount of the enemy’s force 
approaching by the luffrof thB Tagus. It is not impossible 
that I might have it' in my power to assemble a corps onf 
the left of the Tagus,.which should Jbe superior to any thigg 
jvhieh the enemy could brinj; and in § this* case, the line whiqh 
I should wish you tp adopt would be very different from that 
which you youjd adopt, in pase 1*should I'e .under tffe necessity 
of withHr* w jgg yotf from that side of the r^ver. 

2 p 2 
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* What I fc have above stated will show you the reasons for 

stilt delaying to instruct you, in reference to the possible occur¬ 
rence of the enrmy entering the Alentejo from Estremadura; 
but I see no reason why you should not observe what is .pass¬ 
ing in that quarter. I beg of you, therefore, to open a cor¬ 
respondence with General Leit^, who commands at Elvas, and 
let him know what is passing upon the Tagus; and request 
him ter let you know, and desire Colonel Brito de Mozinho to 
lct«you know what may^occur in Estremad ura, .Andalusia, &c., 
which may dime to their knowledge. Tell him that I ordered 
you to vfrite to him, and /.hat every thing is going on well 
here. c 

‘ 1 observe that the officer of artillery has taken on more 
rockets than I intended, and than can be of any use for expe¬ 
riments. I desired that he would take one carriage drawn by 
four or six horses, and I understand that he has taken four 
carriages drawn by twenty horses, and twenty loaded mules. 

‘ In case it should be necessary to bring you back across the 
Tagus, it might, in the existing state of the roads, be very 
difficult to draw off this equipment; and we should then pos¬ 
sibly be obliged to leave in the hands of the enemy the means 
of burning the town of Lisbon. This is a very serious con¬ 
sideration. Accordingly, I request that, upon the receipt of 
this letter, you will investigate this rocket concern. Send 
down to Lisbon by water or otherwise, all the rockets belong¬ 
ing to the Poictiers; and desire the officers of the British 
art^lery.in charge of the rockets, to keep with you only oik* 
carriage, or a few loaded mules sufficient to try the experiment, 
and to send the remainder of the equipment to tha place of 
embarkation on the left bank of the river, and 1 the horses or 
mules of the whole equipment (excepting those of the orft 
carriage which will be kept for f;rial) across the river to Lis¬ 
bon. By this arrangement we shall leave nor.e qf these ma¬ 
chines on the left of the r.iver if I* should withdraw you ; ^nd 
if you should find them useftil, 'and should require more fhan 
are contained in the one carriage, or than on the mules which 
ypu will detain, you cam send the horses down to the embark¬ 
ing place for another carriage, pr the mules for an additional 
load. 

* In anskrer to'youV first fetWcof,the 9th, I ipforpn you that 
I shall speak to Bqresford respecting the bonduct oi the Go- 
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vernment regarding the clothing of the Cacadores, which he 
certainly understood was ready. 

‘ I shall enquire about the Portuguese artillery going with¬ 
out an officer. 

‘1 shall send an officer to Chamusca; but Herveyis there 
fof the purpose of acquiring information. 

‘ "Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major General Fane' ‘ Wellington . 

Lieut. Getter'll Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice-Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

‘ Puro Negso, 11th November, 1810, 

‘ My dear Sir, 10 a.m. 

‘ I have received your letter of the 9th at night. # 

‘ The bridge at Villa Velba is burnt. The boats of the 
bridge of Abrantes, and all the materials belonging to it, still 
exist; the bridge of Punhete was taken up, and 1 believe the 
boats were takeil up to Abrantes, where they now are. 

f The orders which I have given to Abrantes are at all 
events to prevent the boats from falling into the hands of the 
enemy, but not to destroy them till it shall be certain that the 
enemy must obtain possession of them. 

‘ As you say very truly, the anchors of the boats that are 
burnt must still remain, .and will answer for other boats and 
bridges. Whether the boats of the bridges are destroyed or 
not; or whatever may become of the anchors now down, it is 
absolutely necessary that the boats used in bridges, in these 
torrents, should each have an anchor; and as an additional 
security, a rope must be passed across the river, to which each 
boat should be fastened. The rope alone would be sufficient 
4 n the summer season ; but when the torrents come down in 
the winter, not only are the anchors required to hold them,* 
but great attention must be paid to the whole machine, other¬ 
wise not only the bridge "would become impassable, but the 
bo§ts Unserviceable. c , 

‘ I enclose an extract of my letter to Mr. Stuart upon this 
subject, likewise a copy of my instructions to Captain Wqjle-* 
kind of, the engineers. 

* All that I wisl^ in respect to the Loats for the new bridges 
is} that w«j m$y know where,to our Hands upofl them when 
we shall Require life in. 
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‘ fn respect to the other materials for the bridges, I wish 
to have thefii prepared, and in readiness to be sent up the 
river when we shall want to use them; and I have employed 
Captaffi Wedekind upon this business, in order that I may 
know exactly what is prepared, and what is not, when the 
time shall come when I may have to cross the Tagus. 

. ‘ Btrieve me, &c. 

• Vice Admiral ‘Wellington. 

' the Hon. r G. Berkeley, 

‘ P. S. f observe that t sent you on tne xyih October, the 
extract ofcmy letter to Mr. Stuart of the 23rd, on the subject 
of the bridges; and 4 1 therefore do not now trouble you with 
it again.’ 

I- 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Right Honorable 
Henry Wellesley. 

• Mr dear Henry, ‘ Pero Negro, llth November, 1810. 

* I enclose copies of dispatches to Government, which will 
make you acquainted with the state of affairs here. 

‘ The Marquis de la Romana is a good deal distressed by 
the paragraphs in the Cadiz newspapers respecting his march 
to this quarter; and I acknowledge that I am of opinion that 
neither the public mind in Spain, not 1 those whose conduct is 
likely to become the subject of these discussions, are prepared 
for them. 

‘ The freedom of the press is undoubtedly a benefit, and it 
is difficult possibly to fix the' limits beyond which it shall not 
go. But if the benefit consists in the information which the 
press conveys to the nation and the world in general, it 
appears to be necessary that that information should be founded 
in fact, and that discussions upon the conduct of military ope¬ 
rations, .and the characters of officers who carry them on, 
should be founded on real knowledge, of events, of the twie 
state of affairs, of the character of the troops, and above all, of 
the topography of the country which may be the seat of the 
operations. . t ( 

* 1 think much jnjschief isdonC in England, not only to me 
personally, but to the character of the army and of the coun¬ 
try, by foolish observations ‘ujioq what passes here, in all the 
newspapers. Butrin England wa are accustomed‘to these 
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calumnies, and to read this nonsense, which it is to be hoped 
makes no real impression, particularly as the saqm newspaper 
generally contradicts the first statement, or argues against the 
first reasoning, in the course of a short time lifter it h?s been 
insisted. Hut in Spain, a country unaccustomed to these dis¬ 
cussions, in which all, even the best men, are objects of sus¬ 
picion, and every measure is c onsidered the result of a treason¬ 
able conspiracy, it is highly dangerous to expose \nen in thfc 
situation of the Marquis de la Humana to this description of 
calumny, and fttifair statement and sophistical reasoning ofi his 
conduct. And it is particularly hard upon the individual,, 
because, in the present situation*of affairs in the "Peninsula, 
neither he, nor his friends, nor the Government, who in this 
instance Lave approved of his conduct, can venture to defend 
him, because if they do, on real grounds, they must ctmvey 
information to the enemy. 

‘ There is another very forcible objection, in my opinion, to 
subjecting officers in the situation of Romana to this descrip¬ 
tion of discussion, and that is the effect which it may be ex¬ 
pected it will have on the officers and soldiers of the armies 
under their command. The Spanish armies, which are neither 
fed, nor paid, nor clothed, cannot he kept together by the 
bonds of discipline, as I keep my troops; but the authority of 
the General and the operations of the armies depend almost 
entirely upon the opinion which they entertain of him, and the 
confidence they repose in him. Both must be shaken by this 
description of discussion ; and I should not be at all surprised, 
if Romana were to inform me, on some fine day, that the 
opinion of his afmy was against his remaining here, and that 
he must go;* as Carrera informed me, during the siege of 
Ciudad Rodrigo, that notwithstanding his opinion agreed 
entirely with mine, and be wished to remain with me during 
the campaign^ the opinion *of his troops would be so much 
against us*if we did not attempt to relieve the place, that he 
should* be obliged to separate,,frtgn me, if it should fall; and 
he actually marched on the evening of the day that the place 
surrenderee^ This fact shows what it is to command troop* 
held together solely by opinion,*and how dangerous these flis- 
cussions must be in a country whiclf has only an army of this 
description. “ 

‘ RoiWna’s junction wjjli me in this position was founded 
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upon two circumstances. First; the impossibility of his re¬ 
maining in Fstremadura, if I should be obliged to embark; 
and tile expediency of his embarking his troops at the same 
time, ill order to*save them for the Spanish nation. Secondly; 
upon the expediency of increasing, to the utmost extent that 
was practicable, the disposable force which I should collect 1 in 
these positions. 

■ ‘ In respect to the operations proposed for Romana «i these 
discussions ofi the enemy’s rear, I would observe, that the 
energy have'shown in this campaign, and thrqUghout all their 
•operations in Spain, that they are entirely indifferent as to 
what passes in their rear ; 2nd it is a circumstance not gene¬ 
rally observed in the French system, and which makes them 
most formidable as opponents, that they invariably operate 
upon‘the flanks and rear of their enemies, but are . entirely 
indifferent as to what passes on their own communications. 

‘ We,have so much force in their rear at present, that they 
can have no communication with Spain excepting by large 
corps; and they have not attempted such a communication. 
The addition of the Marquis de la Romana’s corps to the other 
troops thus employed would not have increased their difficul¬ 
ties for subsistence, or have enabled us to press closer upon 
their rear, because, even if the Marquis de la Romana could 
have ventured to place himself on the right of the Tagus, 
behind the enemy, he could not have ventured to place himself 
on the right of the Zezere. The enemy must still have had 
possession of the country along the right bank of the Tagus to 
that river, and they extend no'farther now. 

‘ But if the Marquis de la Romana had placed himself upon 
the right of the upper Tagus by Abrantcs, and.we had been 
obliged to embark, what was to become of his corps ? It must 
have been left behind to the mercy of the enemy, or must have 
madtj.the best of its way through' the mountains to the Mon- 
dego, and thence to the north of Portugal. In the Itnean time, 
the want of its services and’a.ssisjance in these positions,, by its 
absence for other objects, in a situation‘in which it could be*of 
po use, might be the cause of the loss of the whol^, and of tl: 
misfortune of our being obliged to \vithdfraw. „ 

“I have written you the.s much’ in order that you may have 
topics wherewith to remind yir.ic friends in the Cortes that they 
should not always go'full gallop; th*ej should^pull'the'bfi some 
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times, or they will destroy the whole fabric which it is their 
object to raise, and will lose the confidence of«all the wise 
and thinking men in Europe. 

‘ Ever yours, most affectionately, 

• RtHon. H. Wellesley: ‘ Wellington. 

• • 

Lieut. General Viscount Wiling ton, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

< Si Kj ‘ Pdto Negro, 12th JJoveinter, 1810. 

‘ 1 have had«the honyr of receiving your letter«of the Hth, 
and 1 assure you that I shall always be happy t<f acknowledge, 
the cordial assistance which I hav* received from you, and from 
the naval force under your command,'since I have had the 
honor of commanding his Majesty’s troops in this country, of 
which your immediate attention to the suggestion contained in 
my letter of the lOth'is only an additional instance. 

* Major Marston is the officer of the Quarter Master Gene¬ 
ral's department directed to conduct, the details of quartering 
the brigade of marines and seamen, and to put himself under 
the orders of the officer whom you will appoint to command 
the brigade. He will wait upon you to receive your com¬ 
mands, and to be placed under the orders of that officer. He 
has likewise been directed to make requisitions for canteens 
and camp kettles for tl^e men, which will be supplied $s to the 
other troops. 

‘ 1 am inclined to be of opinion that the seamen will be of 
most service if armed with firelocks. As they will be in [>osi- 
tions, sometime would elapse before they could close with-Jtheir 
enemy, and they ,would be awkwardly situated if they had no 
firearms in their reach. It is to be observed, also, that the 
musket and bayonet may be used equally well with the pike, if 
*an opportunity should offer of closing with the enemy. 

‘ I concur entirely with you that,* in case it should be gecesl 
sgry to embark the army, these men must be the first sent to 
their vessels; and, indeed, the possibility of their services being 
required in their ship* before *it “should be requisite for me to 
call for their services on shore, was one of the reasons foj 
which 1 proposed Fort S^t. Jqlian/Scc, as the first place of 
’ their assembly- ‘ 

' I have.tjie honyr tq be, &c. 

1 Vice 4 djniral WEllington. 

the Hon. Berkeley.' 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General 
Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart. 

‘ My dear Cotton, ‘ Pero Negro, 12th November, 1810. 

‘ By»letters frfim General Blunt to Sir W. Beresford, I learn 
that the enemy have strengthened in cavalry their foraging 
parties on the side of Obidos; and they are now too strong for 
his parties of recruits and peasants from that garrison. 

‘ It wop'ld be very desirable if you would give them * lesson 
©n that*side by cutting up o v ie of their parties. 

1 * ‘ Believe me, &c.' 

Major General ‘Wellington. 

Sir S. Qotton, Bart.' 

I 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 

‘ My dear General, ‘ Pero Negro, 12th November, 1810. 

‘ I have been thinking for some time of reinforcing your 
division, and you see what I have been able t« do in this way 
this day. The truth is, that if I should make you as strong 
as I could wish, thertj will be other claimants for the command 
of the division ; and I think it much better to keep a Portu¬ 
guese brigade in reserve and unattached, to be attached to you 
when it is necessary to reinforce you, than to place one per¬ 
manently under your command which,, would give claims to 
others. 

4 In the mean time I wish to know from you in what manner 
you will dispose of the Brunswick Light Infantry between 
your, brigades, that I may pat your distribution of them in 
orders. «, 

4 I also wish to attach Colonel Wynch of thq 4th to your 
division, as Colonel on the Staff, and to command Colonel 
Barclay’s* brigade in his absence, if you have no objection 
to hip. < 

* 4 Believ^' me, &c. 

4 Brig. Gen. R. Craufurd. 4 Wellington. 

4 If you could come over here some day, 1 would show you 
Massena’s dispatch on Busaco, which I have got, t from which 
it appears that you attacked «Lois<tn en deux colmmes sersees 
en masse!!' 

* Colonel Barclay of the 52ml; he "died of the wound hot received at tiie 
battle of Busaco. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General Fane. 

m 

< Mv dear Fane, ‘ Pero Negro, 12th November/' 1810. 

* I enclose a report I have received from Captain Gojdfinch, 
on 'the line of country from Palmela to the Tagus, in front*of. 
Aldea Galega. You will see that the right of the position at 
Rilvas is not very good; beg at the same time it might be 
advisable to oblige the enemy to go round by the open country 
between Palmela and the right oft the morass, and yet U might 
gain time by if.* and as it is as well always to be preparechvith 
a measure from which advantage may be derived, I woulc^ 
recommend you to have mines »prepared in the bridges and 
causeways, stated to cross the rivers and morass, the destruc¬ 
tion of which would impede the passage. The bridges and 
causeways will not be the worse for these mines, if we should 
never blow them. 

‘ I rather believe there is some camp equipage belonging to 
the British army at Abrantes, and 1- shall be obliged to you 
if you will desire Lobo to issue some tents to Don Carlos de 
Espaha, in order to cover his people from the rain in this 
terrible weather. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Major General Fane.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Charles Stuart, Esq. 

‘ Sir, ’ Pero Negro, 12th November, 1810. 

* I have received a letter from Marshal Massena, in which 
he lies requested, as a personal favor to himself, that theoMar- 
chioness d’Alorha may be allowed to join her husband, and 
that I will -have her escorted to the advanced posts of the 
French army. 

* l beg that you will lay this request before the Government. 

1 do not recqmmend it to their attention, because I can«easily 
conceive fliat there may be reasons why they should not think 
proper to" comply with thi^ request; and I have nothing to 
urge in fa^or of it, excepting the wish to relieve the sufferings 
of the Mgrquis d'Alorna. If, however, they should thinjc 
proper to grant the request, I .will take care to have the*!ady 
escorted in safety to the advanced posts of the French artny; 
and, at all hventsTl cannot^but «ecommend>to the.Governors of 
the kingdom to adopt measures to have'this lady treated with 
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all the attention due to her rank and misfortunes, and provided 
with all the crmforts which circumstances will permit. 

• I have the honor to be, 8cc. 

C. Stuart, Esq.’ ‘Wellington. 

f 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington* K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 

, Secretary of State. 

* 

; My dIsar Lord, ^ ‘ Pero Negro, 12th November, 1810. 

• Since I wrote to you'on the 10th nespectirj'yJ Mascarenhas, 
l have received the enclosed papers from Dom M. de Forjaz, 
from whick it appears that (he Government have passed over 
entirely the point which I referred for consideration, viz., the 
distinction in the cases of those who entered the service of the 
French in 1807 and 1808, from the cases of those who entered 
their service in 1809 during Soult’s invasion, because it will 
have very extensive consequences. 

‘ Of course all those who quitted Portugal inr 1807 and 1808 
will be entitled to the benefit of the same distinction in their 
cases. You will see .also that they are determined to try and 
execute Mascarenhas, and I believe it is best for me to give 
no further opinion upon the subject. 

‘ It would appear, from the manner in which the enclosed 
paper is written, that it was drawn by 'Principal Souza; and 
if lie is the writer of it, he has altered his opinion probably 
upon finding that it agreed with mine. 

‘ I think it not very important what they do with Mascaren¬ 
has, rs there is one fact in his ease that would justify the put¬ 
ting him to death, whatever might be the decision on the point 
referred to in my dispatch of the 10th instant ;> and that is, 
that being a lieutenant of cavalry in the French service, and 
aide de camp to Junot, he was taken in the disguise of a Spa¬ 
nish peasant; and upon his first examination by tjie officer who 
took him, declared that he was a Spanish peasant. He is 
therefore liable to be hanged. a^ a spy. I had not seen his 
examination when I wrote to you on Saturday, and was not 
certain of this fact. 

‘ (There is nothing else of importance in his examination, 
excepting that he says'he was desired to ask for a reinforcement 
of 40,000 mep. 

‘ There is nothing hew since I wro^e on Saturday, exdepting 
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■that the 23rd regiment are arrived, with only twelve sick. 
The rain has been very heavy for the last three flays. 

‘ Believe me, 8cc.^ 

• Tie Earl of Liverpool.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

‘ My Lord, ‘P<to Negro, 12th November, 1810. 

* I enclose |he weekly state of/ the army to the 1st instanf. 
There is no sickness in the army of any importance. The 
number of men actually in the hospital is below 4000; thS 
others returned sick absent are at the.conyalescent depot at 
Belem. The continued badness of the weather renders it ne¬ 
cessary to keep the soldiers, when dismissed from the hospital, 
rather longer at Belem than it otherwise would be. 

‘ Your Lordship will be concerned to observe the continued, 
and I am concerned to add increasing, desertion of British sol¬ 
diers to the enemy, a crime which, till within the last few 
years, was almost unknown in the army. 

* It is difficult to account for the prevalence of this crime, 
particularly in this army lately. The British soldiers see the 
deserters from the enemy coming into their lines daily, all 
with a story of the unparalleled distresses which their army 
are suffering, and of the Joss of all hope of success in the result 
of their enterprise; at the same time that they know and feel 
that they are suffering no hardship or distress; that there is 
not an article of food or clothing which can contribute to their 
health and comfort that is not provided for them; thaf they 
are w<;ll lodged *and taken care of in every respect, and not 
fatigued by work or duty; and having every prospect of 
success. 

‘ The deserters from the British regiments are principally 
Irishmen: and I attribute the prevalence of the <yim# very 
hutch to tne bad descriptibn of men, in all the regiments, which 
a^p drafted from the, Irish .militia; and also to the irregular 
habits which many Soldiers had acquired, and had communi¬ 
cated to others, in the retreat of thp army through the north 
of*Sp^in in the winter of 1808-9; aiyl.in their subsequent 
service in the French army, and in their wandering through 
the countrv back again intg Fbftugal. 

‘«I have the honor to be, &c. 

\The Bari of Liverpool: * Wellington. 
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Lieut. Gqyfircd Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
' the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

< g ]Rj , ‘ Pero Negro, 13th November, 1810. 

‘‘ It is very desirable that the French officers and soldiers, 
prisoners of war, now at Lisbon, should be sent to England'in 
empty store'ships and victuallers,!or transports, as soon as may 
be convenient. , 

c I iVve the honor to be, &c. 

Vice Admiral ' Wellington. 

the Hon. G*Berkeley.’ 

A 

Lieut. General ViscouAt Wellington, K.B., to Major General Fane. 

* My dear Fane, ‘ Pero Negro, 13th November, 1810. 

* I ‘received, in the night, your letter of the 11 th at noon. 
I conclude that the enemy will, by this time, have got back 
their troops from the left of the Zezcrc ; but if they should 
not, and the river should'still be full, or if at'any time here¬ 
after they should be on the left bank of that river, and the 
communication cut off, and you think you can strike a blow 
against them by joining with what you have and Don Carlos 
de Espaha, the disposable force of the garrison of Abrantes, 1 
have no objection to your making the attempt. Take care, 
however, to have good information df the amount of the 
enemy’s force on the left of the Zezere, as I should not like 
to lose Abrantes, which might be the consequence of any 
severe loss in the failure of this attempt. 

‘ The French have moved *a small corps, 3000 men, to 
Llerena in Estremadura from Andalusia. This appears to be 
intended only to keep in check the guerrillas and parties on 
that side. 

, ‘ Ballesteros’s division of Spanish infantry, and Madden’s 
• cavalry, and the Spanish cavalry, are in the .front of this 
French division, and had driven in their outposts. * 

* By accounts from the south, .it apppqrs that Soiilt is turn¬ 

ing his attention to some plan of expedition against Cadiz by 
sea. He was fitting out 4 boats at San .Lucar; aifd it is said 
has passed twelve round to Puerto S‘“ Maria. • 

‘"In respect to your 12f pounders, you must only take care 
to give them.a good start of 3 da when you shall march back. 
Indeed, unless you should want theii for some object!*of de¬ 
struction on the riglit of the river, ij would be best \o keep 
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them always well upon your left, probably as far down as 
Salvaterra. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Majtir General Fane.' ‘ W ellingcon. 

• Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 

Sir W. Bfres/ord, K.B. • 

* My DJ5AR Beresford, ‘ Pero Negro, 13tli November, 1810. 

• I am sorry that 1 was not atjftome when you cafled. £ 
have a letter from Silvcira, as you will probably Jikewisw. 1 
have also heard from Austin to the 9th. I think 0 you may lei 
the Baron go. 

‘ If the enemy want ammunition, it "is more likely to be 
powder than ball; and Trant’s report must be nonsense. 

• I enclose Cotton's letters in answer to mine, respecting the 
patroles on that side. I hope that Blunt is mistaken; and I 
think he must be so. 

, ‘ Believe me, &c. 

‘ Marshal Sir W. Beresford, K.B.' ‘ W ellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., *) Major General Fane. ■ 
• My dear Fane, ‘ Pero Negro, 14th November, 1810. 

‘ 1 received in the night your letter, giving an account of 
your cannonade upon the boats at Santarem, which I hope 
will have had a much better effect than you suppose. There 
is more ammunition at Camora. I have spoken to Beresford 
respecting an officer of artillery, and another howitzer for you. 

‘ In respect to the depot of materials at Santarem, I am 
anxious that an attempt should be made to destroy it, whatever 
may be.tlie consequence to the town, if you believe it really 
exists there. 

‘ I should be very sorry to destroy the town, or any part of 
it ; but I should never forgave myself if, having it in my power 
to destroyJ.he«means of passing the Tagus, I omitted tolnake 
use of it; and the enemy* were afterwards to be able, by this 
depot,*to havp a comsri«inicatk)n*with a body of troops, which 
we must expect they will employ on the left of the river. 

‘ I beg you, therefore, to let Lieut. Lindsay make the at 1 
tenfpt, ,if you think the depof of materials is really tltere, 
which I believe tljpre is no reason to doubt. 

1 Befieve me„&e. 

‘ Major General Fafle.' * Wellington. 
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LieuUaGeneral Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. Beres/ord, K.B. 

‘ Pero Negro, 14th November, ( 1810, 

‘ dear Bbresford, i past8 a.m. 

• There is not much use in going to Sobral this morning, 
but I believe 1 shall go over to Craufurd’s in the course of the 
day, and .1 will either call ox send to you, that we may'meet at 
•the fort, if you are for a riclje. 

‘ \ should ( be glad to see Silveira’S. enclosures from Sala- 
•manea. The question with regard to the directions to be 
given to Austin is difficult, and I have been turning it over in 
my mind since yesterday morning. 

‘ I send you a letter from Fane. It will be necessary that 
he should have another howitzer. Would it be possible to 
send him an officer of artillery ? Is the Portuguese artillery 
axletree worked up in Portugal ? 

‘ You see what Fane says about the collection of materials at 
Santarem, and the necessity of incurring the risk of destroying 
the lower town in *der to destroy them. Even if we do 
destroy the town, I am afraid we are not certain of effecting 
our object, but I believe we must attempt it. 

‘ I desired Fane, in a letter which 1 wrote him yesterday, 
to join his force with that of Don Carlos and Lobo, and attack 
the French on the left of the Zezere, if the communication 
should continue to be cut off, and he thought he could do it 
without risk to the disposable force of the garrison. 

‘ £ wish you would write to Lobo to tell him to give Fane 
every information of the enemy on the left of the Zezere, and 
to assist him as far as may be in his power, if' Fane should 
termine to cross the Tagus to attack them. 

. ‘ Believe me, See. 

MaMal Sir W. Beresford, K.B. ‘ Wellington. 

‘ From an intercepted letter, of the, ] 9th September, fijpm 
Berthier to Soult, it appears that an armee du midi had been 
formed, and Soult, I belifve, appointed .to command it; and it 
was^intended to form ,an armee du. centre. Soult’s authority, 
was confined to the Sierra Morena. 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Mareehal Mas>ena, 
Prince d 'Essling. 

‘ Au Quartier Gfintfral, 

‘ Monsieur le Marechal, 14 Novcmbre? 181 

‘ J’ai eu 1’honneur de recevoir la lettre rion-officidle que 
votre Excellence m’a adressee le dixiepie de ce mois, et j’ai fait 
prier l&s Gouverneurs du RJiyaume de la part du Ministre 
de sa Majeste Britannique, qu’ils *permettent a Ja *A^arquise 
d’Alorna de qqjjter Lisbonne pouf rejoindre son mari. 

‘ II me donne de la peine de faire savoir a votge Excellence 
que la R6gence a refuse ma demande, et je suis facile qu’il* 
n’est pas en mon pouvoir de faire ce qui«est agreabTe & votre 
Excellence en cette occasion. 

‘ Jc n’ai nul desir d’entrer en discussion avec votre Tjycel- 
lence sur une affaire sur iaquelle nous pourrions avoir une 
difference d’opinion, sur-tout pas dans une lettre non-officielle : 
et je ne repeterai pas les raisons que les Gouverneurs du 
Iloyaume m’ont donne pour le refus: mais votre Excellence 
doit sentir quele Gouvernement et le peuple du Portugal ont a 
se plaindre de la conduite du Marquis d’Alorna. 

* En tout cas, les Gouverneurs du Royaume m’ont promis 
que Madame la Marquise aurait toutes les attentions que 
demandcnt son sexe, son rang, et ses malheurs; et toutes les 
commodit6s qui peuvent • adoucir son sejour a Lisbonne et 
son sort. 

‘ Le Marquis d’Alorna peut etre certain qu’elle est en 
slirete ; mais s’il le trouve agreable, je crois que je pourrais 
persuader aux (gouverneurs du Royaume de permettre 4 
Madame la Marquise d’aller en Angleterre, d’ou elle pourrait 
passer en France pour le rejoindre. 

‘ .T’ai l’honneur d’etre, Sec. 

' Le Mareehal Massena, ‘ WELLINGTON'. 

Prince d'EsMing' 


■i t MEMORANDUM. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Marshal 
Sir W. Beresford,*K.B. 

‘ PeroJ4egro*15th November, 1810. 
‘ I have {^eruse^j the correspondence on jhe charges against 
Dh ———, jtnd I conceive »not # only that there Is no proof, 

brt therf is # no irfatter of* charge again^Jl Dr. -—, ex- 

»vol. vi. 2 Q 
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cepting in the matter relating to General Blunt, of which, 

there is ampts proof. I conceive, however, that Dr.- 

ought not to be brought to trial on this charge. 

‘ Upon perusifig this correspondence, it naturally occurs that 
the gentlemen who could find leisure, and could be inclined to 
write so much about nothirfg, could have very little to do. 
The charges and the ground 'for them, where there is 
ground, originate in private correspondence; and Mr. 

Instead of actmg as a persomin his situation ought, viz., when 
he receives a charge against an officer placed^ under him, to 
'have it put in the shape of a charge, and, in the hour of en¬ 
quiry, begins to writ? other' private letters, to other persons, 
about honor, character, he., &c.; and at last they have pro¬ 
duced a volume which contains no one point bearing upon 
the matter. 

‘ In my opinion, if Dr. - is an improper and dan¬ 

gerous and mischievous person, he ought to be dismissed from 
his situation, and the Phisico Mor ought to'be called upon 
officially to state whether he has, or not, any charges against 
Mr.-•• ‘‘ 

' It is curious enough that Dr.-should be charged 

with writing that the Phisico Mor had said that he had 

charges against Dr.-, and that the question Should never 

have been asked the Phisico Mor. 

‘ Marshal Sir IV. Beresford, K.B.' ‘ Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Brigadier General ' 

1 R. Craufurd. 

‘ On the Hill in front of Sobral, l/flh November, 18 JO, 

' Mv dear General, ao m. past 10 a.m. 

‘ You will have observed that the enemy have retired from* 
the ground they occupied with their right, about Sobral, and I 
think® it piost probable that they will have retired their whole 
army towards Santarem. 

‘ Sir B. Spencer’s division i>: new feejipg its way’on towards 
Alemquer, and a patrole of our cavalry is just gone to the 
wood in front of No. 11., r r 

‘If you should find that the cneipy have retired their left,. 
as well as their right, I 'beg you to cross the river at Aruda, 
arid feel youc way 4 on ' towards* Al.emquer, liy the' direct root! 
leading.from Aruda. 
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. c Send this note on to General Hill, by the direct communi 
cation from Aruda to Alhandra. I wish him te»feel his waj 
on by the high road of Villa Franca and Castanheira, tc 
Carregado, with the advanced guard of his cotps. • 
e I*shall soon have some British cavalry at Sobral and Alem 
qufir, and General Hill had better*get some of the 13th Light 
Dragoons from St. Antonio d» Tojal, to observe in Tiis front. 

‘ Wo must make our first mov^haents with cautjpn, as 1 
heard last night that the enemy lyid a reinforce*’""* "•> 
frontier of Upper Beira on the 9th. * 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

■ Brig. Gen. ft. Craufnrd.’ “ ‘ WklAngton. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. * 

, On the Heights in front of Sobral, 
‘ Mv dear Sir, 1 5th November, 1810, 4 past 10 a.m 

‘ The eneinyVetired their right in the course of last night 
and have probably retired their left from the high road ol 
Villa Franca. • 

‘ I have sent to Lieut. General Hill to move on, and 1 
think it would be desirable to have some of the boats sent uj 
the river immediately, in case we should have to send more 
troops across. They migjit come as far as Alhandra, to whicl 
place I shall send them further directions. 

‘ I conclude that Lieut. Berkeley will move up the rivei 
on General Hill’s flanks. 

‘ Believe me, &c, 

‘Vice-Admiral ‘ Wellington. 

the Hon. G. Berkeley.’ 

* 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Bigadier General 
R. Craufurd. 

J Heights above Aleniquer, 

‘lV^Y dEar*General, . • J 5th November, 1810, l past 3 p.m 

‘ I enclose a letter in triplicate, which I wrote you this 
morning, qpd I hope that somebody at Ariida will liavi 
.openedpt, and will have ayted ftpon it ip your absence. Yoi 
see the enemy at Villa Nova, I conclude, and I request yot 
to communicate with the ogictft^n comfnarftl of General Hill’s 
outposfsf who will, I hope, be this night at Carregado. It 

* 2 a 2 
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the morning I wish you to feel your way cautiously to Villa 
Nova, and thfcnce on the road to Santarcm. 

‘ I shall move General Spencer’s division in the morning to 
Alemquer, and 'General Hill’s corps I shall close up on the 
high road along the Tagus. I shall be up here very early in 
the morning. 

‘ Brieve me, &c. 

‘ Brig. Qen. R. Craufurd.' ‘ Wellin&ton. 


| Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General Fane. 

* My dear Fane, , ' ‘ Pero Negro, 15th November, 1810. 

‘ The enemy retreated last night, and their outposts were 
this evening at Villa Nova. They have all gone to Santarem. 

‘ (3ur advanced guard is this night at Alemquer, they will 
to-morrow be well on towards Santarem. General Hill will 
be at Vtlla Nova, and Sir Brent Spencer at Alemquer. 

‘ The enemy intend cither to retire across"the Zezere into 
Spain, or across the Tagus into Spain, or across the Zezere, 
to attack Abrantes." The last is possible, as I last night 
received an account, that on the 9th, they had a considerable 
reinforcement on the frontier of Beira Alta. 

• I have requested the Admiral to have boats brought up 
the Tagus, and I propose to pass over General Hill’s corps to 
Salvaterra, or at least to be in readiness for that movement as 
soon as possible. This will enable me to prevent the success 
of an attack upon Abrantes, at all events, and possibly the 
movement of retreat across the Tagus; and if they retreat 
across the Zezere, 1 shall be able to anno$ them by passing 
the river at or above Abrantes. 

‘ You must in the first instance rocket Santarem, if you 
believe that the boats and .materials are still there; in the next, 
you must encourage Lobo at Abrantes, to holdout, whatever 
may be the attack made upon hitfi. If the French should 
pass the Tagus between you and him, .desire him‘ to get Jiis 
boats over to the right of the Tagus, and let Don Carlos de 
Espana pass over to Abmntes, and tell him that, ?n this case, 
Abrantes cannot bp .attacked! ,Ypu will in that case take 
care of yourself, by withdrawing down the river. 

‘ If you 'find thqt “they aVe' using their materials in con¬ 
structing a bridge over the Zezere, .move your cavalry oppo- 
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site to Abrantes; make a great show there; throw the bridge 
over the Tagus, with the exception of three orsfcur boats on 
the other side (the right), and have every thing in readiness 
for a complete bridge for you and Hill to cross, either to 
pursue the enemy through Beira Alta, or to oppose the enemy 
in Iris attack upon Abrantes. fn this case (of their using 
their rnafcrials to make a bridge over the Zezere)^! think it 
probablfe that you will have your (fa 9 a; I ores and rockets and 
artillery still opposite Santarem; but if you should have* 
reason to believe that the whole have been taken from San- 
tarem, or that the design to cross the Zezerc is manifest, move* 
your whole force opposite to Abftintos, jinci encoutagc Lobo 
and the gar.ison by all the means in your power. 

‘ There is still a chance that the enemy may take up and 
try to keep a position at Santarem, endeavoring to keep his 
rear open, and Isis communication with Ciudad Rodrigo across 
the Zezere. However, this ought not to alter your measures. 
As soon as you*are certain that they are using their materials 
to cross the Zezere instead of the Tagus, make the*communi¬ 
cation with Lobo your object, still holding your communi¬ 
cation with the right of the army, and rocketing Santarem, if 
you should think there is any thing there to be destroyed. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

' Major General Fa.ie.' ‘ Wellington. 


Lieut. General Viscount Wellington , K.B., to Lieut. General Hill. 

‘ My dear Hill, “ * Cartaxo, 18th November, >810. 

‘ The^enemy are still too strong for us this day at Santarem, 
and I have delayed the attack upon them till to-morrow morn¬ 
ing, in order to have the assistance of the 1st division. If they 
stay, we shall then attack them. 

‘ I enclose ray letter of tfie 15th to Fane, which,I believe 
you have already seen. I beg that you will instruct him to 
cro$s the Tagus to Ai> rante « immediately with his cavalry, 
light infantry, and Don Carlos de Espafia’s brigade, if he 
should finci that the enemy arc retiring froiii the Zezerc* 
.through Lower Beira, aruj to dhnoy thqpi.as much as he fan, 
still keeping his communication with Abrantes. He may take 
scftne troops from Abrantes if hl>%vants fhfifi. 

‘ Let your troojvs move* on by the usual stages on the left of 
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the Tagus, as soon as they shall have crossed the river. When 
you will arr’tte opposite to Abrantes, you will follow the in¬ 
structions above given to Fane, with this difference, that you 
may be able to cut off the rear of the enemy entirely, when 
your corps shall be up; or if the whole rear should have passed 
Abrantes before you shall hive arrived there, you will push it 
as hard as you can with safety till you arrive yourself upon 
the Pop sol. ^ 1 

1 ‘ I shall 'follow the enemy to the Zezere^ where I shall 

endeavor to get the light division ovei* the river to join you. 

‘ Believe me, &c. 

' Lieut. General III//: , ' ‘Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Lieut. General Ilill. 

i 

‘ M\ d EAR Hill, ‘ Cartaxo, 19th November, 1810, 5 p.m. 

‘ 1 have received Fane’s letter of last night from Abrantes, 
which almost induces me*to believe that I havi,- made a mistake 
in sending you over the Tagus at all; and I am certain that 
you should proceed no further up the river than Chamusca at 
present with the head of your corps; that General Lumley’s 
brigade should remain at Almeirim, and the Portuguese troops 
at Salvaterra. The cavalry might go up to Chamusca. You 
should not go any further till you shall find that the euemy 
have decidedly passed, or are passing, the Zezere. 

‘In order to be in time for Major General Lumley, I send 
him orders to halt at Almeirim, and the Portuguese to halt at 
Salvaterra, but for the cavalry, to go to Chamusca. 

‘ 1 did not attack Santarem this morniijg, as the artillery 
intended for the left missed its way ; and I am rather glad that 
I did not make the attack, as the enemy have there un¬ 
doubtedly a very strong post, which we must endeavor to 
turn ; or, if they have not Vetired ecross the Zezere, or towards 
the Alvd, they must be too strong for us here... I believ,e, 
however, I shall attack them to-morrow. , 

‘ Pray let the river be watched at Chamusca,' as well aS at * 
Almeirim, and let me know every thing that passes on this 
sid«< 

• ‘ Bellevb me, Sec. 

Wellington-. 


• Lieut. General Hill.' 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Vice Admiral 
the Hon. G. Berkeley. 

c g IR> ‘ Cartaxo, 21st November, 1810. 

* I. have the honor to enclose a letter and its encldsurtjg, 
which I have received from Mr. Kennedy, relative to the 
freight for treasure carried in his ilajesty’s ships. 

‘ I hav8 the ^onor to be, &c. 

• Vice Admiral ‘ WF-l-T.iSGffON. 

the Hon. G. Btgfteley.' 

o 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Major General 
the Hon. W. Burnley. 

‘ My dear Sir, ‘ Cartaxo, 21st November, 1810. 

‘ I received this morning your letter of the 20th, and I 
shall be much obliged to you if you will continue to observe 
the enemy’s movements on the right of the Tagus, and keep 
me informed of them. The officer yho will take this»to you 
will }K>int out the place at which the boat of communication is 
stationed. 

‘ Endeavor to sec the road from Santaflem to Torres Novas,- 
as well as that to GolegaQ. Possibly it may be seen from the 
steeple of the church, or some other high building at AJmei- 
rim. 

‘ Tell General Hill that the rain has destroyed the roads, 
and filled the rivulets to such a degree, that I am obliged to 
delay the movements on the enemy’s right, which I had in¬ 
tended to make yesterday with a view to dislodge him. 

‘ llelieve me, &c. 

‘ Major general ‘ Welungton. 

the Hon. W. Lumley.' 

Lieut.. General Wellington, K.B., to the Right Honorable 
Hemy Wellesley. 

•*My deaiT Henry, * Cartaxo, 21st November, 1810. 

9 - 

i 1 have'received jqpr lettesp of the 1st and of the 10th, 
and -I now enclose the copy of nay dispatch to Government 
of this day^ , 

. “I have not got by. me a copy of a letter to Mr. Cocl#ane 
Johnstone, but, as well as I recollect', I gave no opinion upon 
Ms plan. I refused to give him any 'officers, a«d 1 referred 
him tci vou. * 
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• In respect to the Princess of Brazils, I acknowledge th^t 

my opinion lyis been changed in consequence of my apprehen- 
sionk of the democracy of the Cortes, and of their desire to 
take iyto their fcwp hands the patronage and the exercise of the 
plover of the executive Government. ' 

4 The French have a position at Santarem, compared with 
which Bu&aco is nothing. Hpwever, when it shall he fair 
weather, and the roads passable, I hope to dislodge them by 
■moving on their flanks. 

4 4 Evfcr yours, most affectionately, 

• The Eight tJnn. H. Wellesley: ‘ WELLINGTON. 

• f 

« 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to C. Stuart, Esq. 

' M\’i dear Sir, 4 Cartaxo, 21st November, 1810. 

4 I enclose my dispatch to Government, which 1 beg you to 
send home, and to let the packet sail. The enemy have a 
position stronger than Busaco or Sobral, and, the rain, which 
is destroying them, enables them to maintain it. One of our 
brigades could not march two miles yesterday in less time than 
three hours. It did not get in till two o’clock. This day we 
are at a stand still; and if the weather shall clear up, I hope 
to be able to dislodge them by movement. 

4 Let the Government do what they,please with the Depu¬ 
ties arrived, or expected to arrive, from France. 

4 I think that Austin’s quarantine ought to be stopped, as 
the yellow fever is disappearing at Cadiz. 

4 llelieve me, &e. 

‘ C. Stuart, Esq: l Wellington. 

Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K. B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 
Secretary of State. 

MvtLopn, Cartaxo, 21st .November, 1810 . 

4 The enemy retired fromyhe position which they fiad held for 
the last month, with their right ,at Sopfal and thdir left rest¬ 
ing upon the Tagus, in the r,ight. of the 14th instant, and went 
by the road of Alemquer *towards Alcoeotre with jheir right, 
and'Villa Nova with their left*. Thev continued their retreat. 

• ' , * h •* ' * 

towards Santarem on the following days. 

4 The allied arm} bi'oke up front their position on the inorli¬ 
ng of the 15th, and followed the march of the enemv* and the 
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.advanced guard was at Alemquer, and the British cavalry and 
the advanced guard at Azambuja and Alcoentrg on the 16th, 
and at this place on the 17th. In these movements they have 
made about 400 prisoners. 

‘"These troops have been followed in their march by ^3ir< 
Brent Spencer’s and the 5th division of infantry, under Major 
General Leith. 

‘ 0* the 17th I received account from Major General Fane, 
from the left of the Tagus, that the enemy had coifttruetcsl 
another bridge pn the Zezere; that wfliich had been first thrown 
over that river having been carried away by tfle floods; anjfl 
that they had on that day mar*hcd a large body of troops 
from Santarem towards GolegaS, and I immediately passed 
Lieut. General Hill's corps across the Tagus at Valada in 
boats, which Admiral Berkeley had been so kind as to send up 
the river to aid and facilitate the operations of the army. The 
object of this movement was that Lieut. General L^ll might 
give countenatfbe and assistance to Abrantes, in case the enemy 
should attack that place; or, that if they should retire from 
Portugal through Lower Beira, he might annoy them on 
their retreat. 

• On the 18th the British cavalry and the advanced guard 
found the enemy’s rear guard so strongly posted in front of 
Santarem, that it was’impossible to attack them with any pro¬ 
spect of success; and although my posts on the left of the 
Tagus have informed me that the enemy continue to send 
troops and baggage along the road on the right bank towards 
the Zezere, their rear guard Imve still maintained lheir,post; 
and they have evidently in that post, and in Santarem, a suffi¬ 
cient Body of troops to enable, them to hold the strong position 
of Santarem, against any attack which I might make on its 
front. 

‘ At the ^ine time, the* rain, which has been so ver^ heavy* 
"since th<? 15th, has so ^completely destroyed the roads and 
fiHed-the Vivulets, thqj I hay (^hitherto found it impossible to 
dislodge the cnemy'from his petition at Santarem, by move¬ 
ments though the hills on his right flank. The bad state .of 
tbe roads has also possibly been the cause of the enemy re¬ 
maining at Santarem so long. 

• ‘ Although tfle enemy have moved largfc bodies of troops to 
the AsCwjird fr«m Sanjaiem, 1 have hot vet heard, that anv 
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large numbers have crossed the Zezere. I cannot be certain,, 
therefore, thatr their intention is to retire from Portugal en¬ 
tirely'. Their army being collected between Santarem and the 
Zezere, they are*-in a situation to be able, and they may en- 
■ dc&vor to maintain themselves in that strong position till* the 
reinforcements, which 1 know arc on the frontier, can join 
them; and ‘for this reason, and, because I was unwilling to 
expose to. the inclemencies of the weather a larger body of 
troops tTian it'was absolutely necessary to employ to press upon 
the cliemy’s Year, and to support the advanced * guard, I have 
kept in reserve a considerable proportion of the allied army, 

some of them still in the cantonments in the line of our for- 
* 

tilled positions. 

‘ I have also ordered General Hill to halt the head of his 
corps lit Chamusca, on the left of the Tagus, till the enemy’s 
movement shall have been decided. 

‘ 1 have not heard from General Silveira, who is on the 
frontier of Upper Beira, since the 9th instant, 'and he then in¬ 
formed me' of the movements of different bodies of troops, 
which I suppose to bo 20,000 men in Castillo, apparently levy¬ 
ing contributions of provisions, &c., for the army in Portugal. 
These accounts have been confirmed by others of a later date, 
the 13th instant, from Salamanca. 

‘ Having advanced from the positions in which 1 was en¬ 
abled to bring the enemy to a stand, and to oblige them to 
retire without venturing upon any attack, it is but justice to 
Lieut. Colonel Fletcher, and the officers of the Royal En¬ 
gineers, to draw your Lordship's attention to the ability and 
diligence with which they have executed the* works by which 
these positions have been strengthened, to such a degree, as to 
render any attack upon that line occupied by the allied army 
vfry doubtful, if not entirely hopeless. The enemy’s army 
'may bo reinforced, and they may again induce me to think it 
expedient, in the existing stpte of affairs in the Peninsula, to" 
resume these positions; but I /!o.not brieve they 'nave it jn 
their power to bring such a«force against us as to render the 
contest a matter of doubt. , We are indebted for tlipse advan- 
tages'to Lieut. Colorjel Fletchel qnd the officers of the Royal 
Engineers, among whom I' must particularly mention Captain 
Chapman, who has ‘giv’bn me* great assistance upon various* 
occasions.. 
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t Your Lordship will have observed how much the effec¬ 
tive strength of the army in proportion to its^total numbers 
has increased lately. There is no sickness in the army <>f any 
importance; and above one half of those returned as si<;k in the 
military returns are convalescents, who arc retained at BtScm. 
till they shall have gained sufficient strength to bear the 
fatigues of marching, and*of/heir duty in the field*. 

‘ Besides the allied army, I enclose the copies^of a corre¬ 
spondence which I have had with Admiral Berkeley, from 
which your Lfydship will observe tlfat an additional for#; had 
been provided from the fleet; and l take this occasion of inform¬ 
ing your Lordship, that in every instance I have deceived the 
most cordial and friendly assistance from Admiral Berkeley 
and the officers and men of the squadron under his command. 
Rear Admiral Sir Thomas W illiams has even done tne the 
favor to come up the Tagus to superintend the passage of 
General Hill’s corps over the river. , 

1 In my dispatch of the 20th October, I informed your Lord- 
ship that the Marquis de la Romana had join*] the allied 
army in their positions in front of Lisbon, with a considerable 
detachment of the Spanish army under his command. He 
still continues with us; and I receive from him much valuable 
advice and assistance. 

‘ Throughout the*period during which we occupied those 
positions, every thing went on with the utmost regularity, and 
to my satisfaction, notwithstanding that the force was com¬ 
posed of troops of various descriptions and of different nations; 
and I attribute these advantages entirely to the zeal <or the 
cause in which %ve are engaged, and the conciliatory disposition 
of tin* chiefs and General officers of the armies of the different 
nations; and I have no doubt that the same cordiality will 
prevail as long as it may be expedient that the armies shoyld 
continue un/ed. 

‘ Lieift. General Sir Brent Spencer, and Marshal Sir W. C. 
Ifeesforfl^and the # pfficersaf the General Staff of the army, 
have continued to give me every assistance in their power. 

‘ My ^ist dispatches from Cadiz are dated the 9th instant. 

‘ l have the honor to be, &c. 

‘ Th<rEarl if Liverpool: ‘ Wellington. 
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Lieut. General^Viscount Wellington, K.B., to the Earl of Liverpool, 

' Secretary of Stale. 

« IVJy DfeAR Lore, * 4 Cartaxo, 21st November, ES10. 

4 My dispatch will give you a tolerably correct notion of tfoe 
state of affairs here. At first 1 thpught the enemy were oiT, 
and I am not certain yet that thf'y are not going. Th^y had 
certainly made no preparations for holding the position at 
Samarem ; and if they do not propose to stay, they hold it 
only till the stjite of the roads will allow them to continue their 
rStreat. If they do propose ^to stay, and to hold this position 
as a Ictc dr canlonnern» iit, they must have received orders to 
do so from Paris, since they began to retreat. 

‘ This is possible, nay it is probable, that if they have had 
any communication with the frontier, they have received orders 
not to quit the country, as the political effect of their retreat 
will be jirreat. But whatever may be the political effect of 
their retreat^. I am convinced there is no man in his senses who 
had ever passed a winter in Portugal who would not recom¬ 
mend to them to go, rather than endeavor to maintain them¬ 
selves upon the Zezere during the winter, or than attack 
our position, whatever may be the strength of their reinforce¬ 
ments. , 

* However, it is probable that we 'shall have another cam¬ 
paign in the Peninsula, and your Lordship will probably have 
turned your mind to some measure for the reinforcement of 
the numbfers of the army in general. Whatever may be your 
measdre, I earnestly recommend to you to br\ng it forward at 
the commencement of the session, as you will thqn enjoy the 
benefit of it early in the campaign; whereas, if you bring it 
forward after, or allow it to be deferred till the Easter holidays, 
yitu will not get your men to their corps till July and August, 
nor to the army till September or October. 

Believe me, &c 

' The Earl of Liverpool: " Wellington. 1 
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Lieut. General Viscount Wellington, K.B., to Admiral 
Sir Richard Keats, K.B.* 

« My dear Sir, ‘ Celoric<*2nd August,.1810. 

«T[ have been much gratified by the receipt of your lettePof 
th'e 24th July ; and I assure yom that I shall have much plea¬ 
sure in co-operating with }oij for the public service. 

‘ 1 floubt not that, before you left England, ‘the King’s 
servants gave you all the information in their power Hoarding 
the state of afeiirs in the Peninsula ? but lest they should not, 
I will give you an outline of them in this letter.* . 

• Since the battle of Ocana in*November last, *nd the sub¬ 
sequent passage of the Sierra Morena in January, there has 
been no Spanish army in the field capable of making any 
resistance to the French. The allied British and Portuguese 
army under my command in this quarter, and the corps of the 
Marquis de la Romana, consisting of about 10,000 og 12,000 
men, without Cavalry, on the frontiers of Estremadura and 
Portugal, are all that we have capable of opposing the enemy 
in front. > 

‘ There are small detachments of Spanish troops in the 
mountains of Ronda, between Gibraltar and Cadiz; in the 
Alpujarras in Grenada, and in Cuenca; and there is a body 
of troops still assembled with O’Donnell in the southern parts 
of Catalonia. But the operations of these troops are neces¬ 
sarily confined to enterprises on the enemy’s flanks and rear, 
during the time they may be occupied in the siege of the 
fortified posts on the coast which still remain in the hayds of 
the Spaniards, from the mouth of the Ebro to Cadiz ; and to 
give countenance and assistance to the numerous bands of 
partisans which are carrying on a destructive warfare against 
the enemy in all parts of the Peninsula. % 

‘The enegiy’s force irf Spain consists of 250,00(1 men, 
according to the best accounts I can make of it. Or this force, 
ajjove out? third is engaged y^he operations against this army. 
About 50,0?K) or 60j000 men, in .three corps, are in ^mdalusia, 
of which 20,000 are eneaged'in the operations at Cadiz; 15,000 

* i 

* The above letter (the draftAf which wasfnisslng from the Duke of Wtllin;- 
ton's .papers j.has ieen supplied by P. C. Le G^yt, lisq.. Secretary to the late 
Admiral Jjir R. Keats, since tjje* extraA fram.it, .misdated ?ith August, 1810, 
was-pffnte'd at page 3U5, and %r which it should be substituted. » 
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or 16,000 about Seville, &c. protecting their rear, and Sebas-, 
tiani, with the jemainder, towards Grenada, &c. There are two 
strong . corps in Catalonia and Aragon, but most of these 
troops jire in life garrisons; and there are about 20,000 or 
■ 30/000 men about Madrid, in the Asturias, Biscay, Nava'rre, 
and keeping up the comipiKiication by the high road frdm 
France. ‘ , ‘ 

‘From tfiis relative view of the disposition of the two con¬ 
tending* parties in the Peninsula, you will observe that the 
enemy have Extended thefhselves to suoh a degree, that even 
with their Iargt force they can make no rapid progress towards 
the final subjugation of the country till they shall have defeated 
this army, or obliged it to evacuate Portugal. 

‘ They cannot carry on the siege of Cadiz in the south, and 
I doubt their being able to carry on that of Tarragona, or that 
of Tortosa in the east; and till wc are removed, the whole 
machine, appears brought to a stand. It happens, unfortu¬ 
nately, that we can receive but very little, if ‘any, assistance 
from any of the bodies of troops, which I have above described 
as being still in existence, excepting from the Marquis de la 
Romana. However, being aware of the advantage of con¬ 
tinuing upon the Peninsula, I propose to maintain my ground 
as long as I can, and 1 shall risk nothing at any great distance 
from the sea. I shall withdraw gradually towards Lisbon in 
proportion as I shall find myself pressed by the enemy; and, 
at last, if I should find that the chances are at all equal, I 
propose to try the event of a battle; if I should find they are. 
not sr, I shall embark the t roop!,. 

4 We have transports prepared in the Tagus Cor this purpose, 
and I think it not improbable that 1 shall be able tc brin|> away 
with me a part of the Portuguese army ; but besides this army, » 
it^will be necessary to have some means prepared of carrying 
•off the.norps,under the command of the Marquis (Je la Romana. 
When we shall go, this corps will bet entirely cut ofi, and we‘ / 
must remove it as well as our gwji troqps. I had,‘therefore, 
written to General Graham to request that he would apply to 
Admiral Pickmore to have, the tiansports at Cadiz pot imme¬ 
diately required for {he troops Scqt rount^to the Tagus, fre-m. 
whence they can easily be sent to any 'point south of the 'i'agus, 
at which the lourse‘of’the ojevatipns in this country might 
render it more convenient that the',Marquis de Va Rdjiana 
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should embark. 1 shall be very much obliged to you if you 
will attend to General Graham’s application upon this subject. 

‘ When matters shall come to a crisis here, it will bt^very 
desirable that we should have a large naval forqp in the Tagus; 
and Ss it does not appear that the enemy is*now in a situating 
to attempt any thing at Cadi/, T w^iuld suggest to you to come 
round to the Tagus with jtour squadron at that moment. I 
am so ^rongly of opinion that no serious attack cart be made 
at Cadiz, till we shall have been obliged to evacuate "Portugal k 
that if I had ndt»received the intimation of the wishes of a the 
King’s Government upon the subject, which 1 consider tanta-^ 
mount to positive orders, I should firing round to th» Tagus for 
the contest General Graham and the greSter part of the force 
under his command. 

‘ So far for the general operations in the Peninsula* In 
respect to those at Cadiz, in which you are more immediately 
concerned, it is desirable that you should turn your mind at 
an early period, and should state your'opinion to the AtTmiralty 
on the na'val contest which there will be, sooner or later, in the 
inner harbour of Cadiz. As usual, thgSpaniards left in the. 
power of the enemy large naval means, in the merchants’ yards 
at Trocadero, and they have others in the forests beyond Chi- 
clana, &c., &c.; and 1 have heard from all quarters that they 
are actively employed in constructing craft. I apprehend that 
you cannot depend upon ’the Spanish seamen in this contest, 
although the Spaniards may be able to supply vessels. Ilut, 
upon the whole of this subject, Government should have early 
information, if they have it not already. 

‘ Adverting to ghe probable state of affairs at the moment 
that I i^ight be obliged to evacuate Portugal, it has occurred 
^o me, thtit as I shall immediately remove the army to the 
south of the Peninsula, wc may, for some days at least, be 
stronger than the enemy engaged In the blockade of Cadiz’ 
Snd that me might be ajde to strike a blow whidh sliould 
deprive; thttm of their naval establishments on the ’^rocadero, 
&c? It is desirable that our minds should be tumedfto this 
object; and I will write to Gqperal Graham to request that he 
.V 1 !* have Ill the military information upon the subject to 
‘enable (He to decide on thy efftereris#. if ft should be in nny 
pyweij to attempted. 

• In^rqspoct to other objects, you fviil observe that, even 
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though I should be obliged to retire from Portugal, there are 
still many string places on the coast of Spain, by means of 
which the contest in the Peninsula may be kept up. Tarra¬ 
gona, ^Tortosa,* Periiscola, Valencia, Alicante, Cartbagena, as 
well as Cadiz, are fortified and garrisoned, and possibly bach, 
but certainly most of them,, are in a situation to receive im¬ 
portant assistance from his Majesty’s fleet. I do not know 
whether ybur station extends beyond Cadiz, but if it dpes not, 
Jthe in Sue'nca which you must possess oyer Sir Charles Cotton 
would induce him to attfcnd to these places. •* 

M ‘ From tfte character which I have heard of you, I have 
written tor. you with the freedom and confidence of an old 
acquaintance, which I beg you will attribute to my zeal for the 
cause in which we are both engaged, and to my desire to co¬ 
operate cordially with you for its success. 

‘ I beg to be kindly remembered to Captain Cockbum*, and 
that yap will 

' * Believe me, &c. »• 

• Admiral Sir 11. Keats, K.B.' ‘ Wellington. 

* Vice 'Admiral Sir G. Cockbum, G.C.B. 
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